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The moſt remarkable Mor ros, SypEECHEs, R- 
SOLVES, REPORTS and ConFEtRENCES,t0 
be met with in that Interval: (© 
| AS ALSO | 
The moſt exact Es iA Es of the Charge 20 | 
State of the Pu BLI Revexue ; the Riſe and Growth 
of the NATIONAL Dr, Expence of the War, Pro- 
ceedings on Ways and Mg Aans, SPEECHES and Mzs- 
SAGEs from the Throne, AbDr e&ts, and REMonstRAN- 
c Es, alſo the Numbers Pro and Con upon every Diviſion, &c. 
Many of which Curious Particulars were never before printed. 


Collected from the beſt AuTHORITIEs, 
Compared with the Joux NAILS of the Hous z; 


And illuſtrated with a great Variety of HisTorIcAL and 
EXPLANATORY NoTEs. ' © 


Together with a large APPENDIX, 
CONTAINING 


Exact Lfsrs of every PArLiamenT, the Names of the 
SPEAKERS, their ſeveral PosTs. under the Govern» 
ment; and other er valuable. Supplemental F 
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without Te emple-Bar, and at York aud Scarborough, 1742. 
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; The 9 of the Second Par- 
i: lament of King GEORGE the Second, 

A IN G's Speech to both Houſes vr x 
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Thanks given to Admiral Vernon 
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1 bbs call'd, Confiderations on 
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Debate on employing the Half-pay Officers — ä ( — 29 
\ Royal Aſſent given to the Land Tax Bill 34 
| Several Deficiencies made good 
Several Petitions received 
Votes on the Supply — 
Mr. Waller's Motion for two Letters ſent to Admiral 
y Haddock, and Debate thereon 30 
1 Bill for the ement of Seamenaoqꝛ k! 43 
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Ordered to be printed —— - 54 
HEN Petitions compaining of the Woolen Manufacture 55 
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3 The Seventh. "Salton _ 4 Eighth 

: Parliament ol. Great Britain. 

. bd bi re bvkey 


November 18, 1740. 


18 Mazely came to the Houſe of Peers in the Anno 14, Geo 
uſual State, ad opened the Seſion with a IL 17. 
molt gracious Speech from the Throne, ee 
uainting his Parliament, That ftrong — 
——— got ready, and ordered to Git Pom my 
upon —— Services, both in the Weſt- | 
Indies and Europe, with as much Expedition as the Nature 


, of thoſe n and the Manning of the Ships would ad - 
mit: That à very conſiderable 31 of Land. Forces was 
embarked, which is to be joined reat Number of his 

2 - SubjeQs raiſed in America. way All hings neceſſary for. 


tranſporting the Troops from hence, and carrying on the 


Ex d 
. — within were a long time in Readineſs, — 
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An Addreſs 
voted. 


calls upon us to provide againſt the Approach of "Tugh" a 
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ed in the mean time, have had ne E 8e 
ts confirm him id his Reſoltitions; and th det 


ine him 


to add Strength to his Armaments, &c. That the Court of 


Spain havieg already felt ſome Effects of our Reſentment, 


began to be ſenſible, that they ſhould be nofJanger” able, 


al6ne, to defend themſelves - ow the Efforts of the Britiſh 
Nation. And, if any other Po 


to preſcribe or limit the Operations of War 
declared Enemies, the Honour and Intereſt of his Crown 


and Kingdoms muſt call upon us to loſe no Time, in put- 
ting ourſelves into ſuch a Condition, as _ able ds to 
repel any Infults, and to fruſtrate any Deſigns formed 


againſt us, &c. That the Death of the late Emperor opens 
a new Scene in the Aﬀairs of Europe. And that it was im- 
poſſible to determine what Turn the Policy, Intereſt, or 
Ambition of the ſeveral Courts may lead them to take in 


this critical Conjuncture. That it ſhall be his Care to ob- 
ſerve their Motions, and to adhere to the Epgagements he 


ts under, to maintain the Balance of Power, and the Liber. 
ties of Europe, &c. That be had ordered Eſtimates for 
the Service of the enſuing Year to be prepared, and laid 
before them. That ſome Augmentations will be neceſſary, 
not only for carrying on the preſet Wat with Vigour, but 
alſo to put ourſelves in a Condition of being prepared for 
ſuck Events, as may ariſe in this ancertam State of Europe, 
&c. That the Scarcity of Corn, which has happened in 
many Countries, had induced ſeveral Powers to make ex- 
traordinary Proviſions, to obviate the ill Effects of that Miſ- 
fortune: That though in many Parts of this Kingdom,-the 
Harveſt has proved more favourable, yet common Prudence 


Calamity. He therefore earneftly recommendetl it to them, 
to conſider of ſome good Law, to prevent this growing 


Miſchief. He alſo.recommended to them, a Bill for the more 


ſpeedy Manning the Fleet in time of War, c A 
Whereupon the Commons reſolved, That an humble 
 Adireſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to congratufite Him on 
his ſafe Return to theſe his regat Dominions, '&c.” And to 
aſſure his Majeſty, that this Houſe will ſtand by and ſupport 
him, againſt all Attempts made in Violation of the Faith of 
Treaties, &c. And a Committee was appointed to draw up 

an Addreſs agreeable thereto, &c. gang 


- 


Is was moved, humbly to addreſs his Majeſty, That he 
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him, but 
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wer, agreeable to ſome late 
extraordinary Proceedings, ſhould interpoſe, and attempt 
inſt his 
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. 
would be pleaſed to order an Account 
them, in What Manner the Sums granted | 

Service of the preſent Year had been 

afcer Debate paſſed in the Negative: : 
269. N 229 crit 21 c 389 ; 
- The-19th, Reſolved, that this Houſe will receive no Pe- an 
tition for private Bills aſter the 2 iſt Day of January next. 
Ordered, That the Houſe be called over on the fourth gf 
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laſt Seſhon for the 
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The 26th, The Houſe went in a Body. to addreſs his 


dreſs of Yellerday. Rao; ; 
Read a firſt Time, a Bill to prohibit for a limited Time 
the Exportation of Corn, and other Proviſions out of Great 
Britain, Ireland, and his Majeſty's Plantations in America. 
A Motion was made, and the {Queſtion put, that the ſaid 
Bill be printed, which paſſed in the Negative. : 
The 24. Received the Report of laſt Friday's Reſolution. 
And reſolved, Nemine contradicente, that a Supply be granted 
to his Majeſty. ob ; 
. Ordered an Eſtimate of the Ordinary of the Navy Guards, 
Garriſons, Land- Forces, &c. to be laid before them. 
Ordered, That the Bill to prohibit the Exportation of 
Corn, &c. be read a ſecond Time to-morrow; on a Divi- 
ſion, Ayes 84, Noes 58. 5 4 ev 
' Ordered an Account how the Monies granted laſt Seſſion 
have been diſpoſed of, to be laid before them. 


of, which Y%. 3 


Addreſs for 


— Þ 
rant | 4 


The 25th. Reſolved, Nemine contradicente; That the Thanks given 


Thanks of this Houſe be given to Vice-Admiral Vernon, to Admiral © 
for the Services he has done to his King and Country in Vernon. 


the Weſt-Indies, | 
Reſolved, Nemine contradicente, That his Maj 


zeſty be ad- An Address 


dreſſed to order an Embargo to be forthwith laid upon all for an Embar- 


Ships laden with Corn, Grain, Starch, Rice, Beef, P 
and other Proviſions, to be exported to foreign Parts. 
Read a ſecond Time the Bill to prohibit the Exportation 
of Corn, &c, And aſter Debate committed it for this Day 
ſe en · night. Ef ; 
Received a Petition of Richard Partridge, Agent for 
Penfylyania, and alſo Agent for Neu- Jerſey, againſt the 

Corn Bill, which was referred to the ſaid Committee. 
| The 


* 3 2 
fi. Metin was then rejeBed as irregular ; but after- 
=_ en Aadreſi of the ſame Nature was preſented ta bit Ma- 
120. ' 


ork, go on Provi- 
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L 26th.: Received a Petition of CLINICS 
„ againſt the Bill for probtbiting t Exportation 26 
/. Canby. ity beforped to the Committees. -'(/} +> th, 49-1192 
- +-:Otrdered, That the proper Officer do lay beſtre = 
-. Houſe a Lift of the Navy, as it ſtood on the 29th of 
tember, 1739. With an Account of how ma n 
5 loſt, decayed or rebuilt, and what remain. — — 
 \» Alſo a Liſt of the Navy as it ſtood on the 18th Inflane. 
Alſo an Account of what Ships have been employed from 
June 1ſt, 1739, to November 1ſt; 1740. as Cr or Con- 
voys, with their Continuance thereon, and the Succeſs:thij 
have met with, diſtinguiſhing each Ship —— o Ro 
from the Enemy. 
- Reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty for o of all Appl. 
cations which have been made to the Admiralty, Sc. for 
Cruiſers to be appointed for Protection of our Trade. 
Reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty for an Account of all 
Orders given fince February 1ſt, 1737. relating to the fits. 
ting out, and failing of any of his Majelly's SY 
with the Dates of ſuch Orders, &c. 
Ordered, An Account of all Orders given for raiſing and 
embarking Land- Forces and Marines for the Lord Cath-- 
cart's Expedition to America, &c. to be laid before them. 
Reſolved, That his Majeſty be addreſſed for Copies of all 
Letters relating to a Supply of Ships, Men, Stores, Ammu- 
nition, &c. written to, or received from Vice Admiral Ver 
non, by either of the Secretaries of State, the Commiſſion- 
ers of the Admiralty, or the Navy. As alfo for an Ac. 
count of what Stores, Ammunition, &c. were contracted for, 
and ſent to the ſaid Admiral at Jamaica. 

Reſolved, That his Majeſty be addreſſed for Copies of 

all Letters that have been written, or Repreſentations made 
to the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty; relating to Stores, 
Proviſions, &c. for the Uſe of the Fleet lately Wan. the 
Command of Sir John Norris. 

Ordered, Fhat Copies of the wonchly: Returns 6 Ses 

men, with the Number of the Sick, what died, or deſerted, 
and what cured ſince the roth of july, 1736. de laid W 
them. 
- Ordered, An Account to be laid before them, of whit 
Stores, Ammunition Proviſions, &c. were dont with or 
have been ſent to Rear. Admiral Haddock: And alſo Co 
pies of all Letters, as relate to a Supply of Ships, Men, 
Stores, &c. written to, or received from Zear-Adgnitt Had- 
dock; &c. 

The 27th; Reſaived, That * Majeſty be addreficd for 
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Sopply; vis. Reſolved,” That f, 
Dee A 


and peri 
Berwick * 
Dec. 1. Agreed to the Report of th 
and ordered in a Bill verry uh F 
Received ſeveral Petitions from the Agents of America, 
and South-Carolina, againſt the Coru- HII. 
Read a firft time the Land Tax Bill: after which Mr, 
em nada ey N Paper he had received 
at the Door, which was read as follows: ?: 
| Confiderations upon, the Embargo on Provifien of Vi 3 
It is to be confidered, whether the Intereſt of Con- — 
tractors for Proviſions: for the Public, was not the Motive 
which firſt ſtarted the Notion of an Embargo upon Vidtual, 
and whether the ſame Intereſt be not now a grand, tho” (e- 
cret Motive of its Continuance . Theſe Contractors, being 
very. ſenſible, that the Demand Abroad, ſor Iviſh and Eu- 
glich Beef, muſt greatly enhance the Price, and that there 
was no way for them to keep it down, but by endeavouring 
to confine theſe Commodities to their own Market, had Ad: 
dreſs to eſfect their End in Part, by obtaining the Embargo - 
in Ireland, which they have good Reaſon to labour to have * 
continued there, and farther extended: For thus they will 2 
become abſolute Maſters over à great Part of the Land- 
De Houſe may have a very curious and ſurpriſing Ru- 
ledge of this 22 by ordering the proper Officers ta Jay 
before them the ads made in the Tears 1739 and 1940 
by. the Vifualling-Office, together "with the Papers and Appli- 
cations which relate to this Affair, as far as it concerns the 
Iriſh Provifions, delivered or made to the ſaid Commiſſioners 
for Viualling, the Lords vf tbe Atlmiralty, and other 
Offices. Which, if fairly obtained, will enable the Houſe ta 
Judge, whether a Care and Tenderneſs fo two Contraftors 4 
not plainly been the ſole and true Cauſe (whateyer popular 
Pretences are thrown out ) F all the ſevere Meaſures, with 
reſpet to Trade, already ruineufly executed upon Ireland, and 
new projefted for the whale Nation. 
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en; in ve been for ſome time 
Re balf che Fagan ns ther dove Ireland, who. are, 29 
0) Nee the Toen they pleaſe to, give z the 3 | 

-- duce of A 2 + Pen ene 1112 
e = Annum, excl of any Commodity 
m Sbeep, and the whole Value of the Export. of that 
— not exceeding 1, ooo, Oool. which are Facts er- 
A tremely cęttain, and taken from the Books of the W 
there upon 2 parliamentary Inſpection, © 

It is to be conſidered, COT any great Men. vere i — 
duced to favour this Scheme from any private Adyantages 
which they were to receive from the 3.—— in Con · 
ſide ration of it; and it ought to be underſigod, that this is 
the faireſt Opportunity for the greateſt Money. Jobb, that 
may eyer offer again to any Man in Power. 

It ought to be farther conſidered, when the Bill offered 
Parliament for regulating this Affair ſhall, be. Ras, 
whether the Hopes of extraordinary and partial Powerz ty 
be granted to the Crown by it, might not be à principal 
Reaſon for inſinuating the Neceſſity of this Meaſure, eſpe- 
— at — CanjunQure, when a wer Parliament is to 

y call 

It 7 be obſerved, What Indeftry was uſed in the bs 
lic Papers, to prepare and prejudice the Minds of the People 
in favpur of an Embargo, particularly with reſpect to the 
Iriſh Beef: And whether this does not ſeem to have pro- 
ceeded rather from the Spirit of private Iutereſt, than a Zeal 
far, the public Good, eſpecially as the latter End was ill 
anſwered, by alarming our Enemies with the Apprebenfion 
of an approaching Prohibition, and could tend only to 
haflen them in making their Provifion before they were 
prevented, 

It is to be conſidered, what can be the Reaſons or Views 
of a certain Gentleman in prefling to do that by Act of 
Parliament, which by the known Conſtitution of the King- 
dom may be done, and has been done by an allowed Prero- 

tive. 

It is to be conſidered, why Ireland is to he mentioned by 
the Bill, ſince the Prerogative has already had in that Coun- 
try a fall EffeR without a Bill; and whether the doing this 
by an Engliſh Law, being ungeceflary, will not create Dif- 
contents there, which had better be avoided, eſpecially at 
this ConjunQuure. 

It is to be conſidered, why Ireland, which has the fame 
Magna Charta and Common Law with England, ſhould be 
tabjeted to an Embargo by Preregative, if that * 
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it in tos de conſidered why" that Laber nales 
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te Fra 


e ie the Pren — ts 
exerciſe à general Embargo upon the 0 Trade, d 
inſuſficlent to do it upon "Ig Branches only. . 
It is to be conſidered, that the Embargo in Ireland was 4 
at a ConjunQure above all other fatal ne Reuts of that 
Country being chiefly made during the Slang hter-Seaſon, 
which is in the Momin of Oktober; "November, and 5 
tember. SIM 007! 218844 28 5 J 
It üs to brcoaihinty why'the Embargo was 1210 det ue 
French and Spaniſh Fleets were ſailed ind if 8 
all, why not before? © 1 (nar 13 

It ts to be conſidered,” whether it can be ſoppoſed that the 

dent Adminiftration of France and-Spain-would hate 

hazarded the Succeſs of ſo great a Defign, and the Loſs of 
ſo great an Armament, to an Event which they knew 2 
ſo mich in our Power, as the Embargo on Iriſh 
Whether therefore it could be reaſonably. ſuppoſed, that this 
Meafare, which has been talked up as foi wt, could 
have taken any ftrong Effect. xo? 199, fig 0 

It is to be conſidered, whether aby Mai en unh any 
Appearance of Reaſon ſuggeſt, that this could 
have had any better Effect, than to oecafrom ſome Diftrefs 
among the French and Spaniſh Forces,'to oblige them to be 
contented with a more ſpare and leſs agreeable Diet, or to be 
at ſome greater Expence to procure Proviſion aud whether 
any Man can be ſo ſanguine to believe, that ve halt reider 
them unfit for Action and Service by this means. 
It is to be confidered; whether if they are flill fir bes 
ton and Service, che Degree of Diftreſs we hill cceate to 
ehem will be of any Advantage to juſtify-ſo:extraordinary a 
Meaſure; and whether, when it is righelyunderſlood by the 
Publie, they can think it ſuſſicient to balance the ex 
Loſs it will occaſion to Ireland and to our own Colonies- 

It is to be conſidered: what this Loſs will be, whether it 
will not occaſion a total Sta of Frade tn ſome of our 
Colonies: Whether Proviſions ex ported from Ireland are 
not annually worth 6co,0001]. and whether it be 
that any Remedy can be applied to the Diſtreſs of that 
Nation, 
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} I Mes mes Hor Bute x0 der eel 

| 2 n rt 1s of fo bad a kind, that h le can conſume 

. French i and conſequentiy that if England ere 

9 wh ny anenbere Ireland, nn chat Pro- 

ducti. 1.114600 Jada 

It js to be confidered, how — this Blow mult fall, 

and chat this Loſa will lie in a manner wholly vpaen: ane 

| Fourth Part of .lreJand, above three Fourths of — 
Beef, &c. ariſing from the Province of Munſter only. 

It is to be oonſideted, what a deplorable Ruin —* 
tend the faurth Part of any Country, by a certain anni 
Loſs of at leaſt 300, oool. when ee of that whole 
Country amount to but 1, 700, 0% rꝓ7ꝓrtJ .. 

It is to be conſidered, whoſe Lob this in the Eo will be; 
and whether it will not be the Los of England: Sines it js 
demonſtrable that England gets all the Balance of the Trade 
of Ireland, as appears from hence, that the current Species 
of Ireland is certainly not augmented for twenty Yiears 
paſt, tho'-the Balance of Trade is known to be uin 

400,000]. per Annum in her favour. 

It is to be codfidered, whether the Growth of Wool, [and 
che Woollen - Maduſactures of Ireland, if they are ſa preje- 
dicial to the Woollen- Trade of Edgland, as ſome would 

pulacly ſuggeſt, will not be enlarged to the Prejudice.of 
Evgland, by driving the Triſh out of a Trade, which 11 
employs ſo great a Portion of their Land. 
It is to be conſidered, what -was the Practice of this 
Nation in all our former Wars, and upon what Motives it 
was, that in the Reign of King Charles II. in 1667, when 
England was at War with Holland, France and Denmark, 

at a Period when the Prejudices againſt Ireland firſt had 
Riſe, and were moſt violent; it was reſolved by the- Com- 
cil of England, that the Iriſh ſhould export their Beef. and 
Proviſions to: the Enemy, in Purſuance of which Reſolution 
a Proclamation from the Lord Lieutenant of that Kingdom 
was then iflued to that Purpoſe. 

It is to be conſidered likewiſe, upon what Motives, is the 
Wars of King William and Queen Anne with France, the 
ſame Indulgence was ſhewn to Ireland, and their Exporta- 
tion privately encouraged: by the Government of England, 
notwithſtanding any general Embargges laid by Act of Par- 
Lament. 

It is to be cankdered, whether the Dutch, the wiktNs 
Son's in the World with reſpect to Commerce, ever thought 
it adviſeable to refuſe to ſupply their Enemies with ao] 
re ITT bow — 
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Fe e 
is ſo exceſſive, what can ke wick 
not exported ;' and Whether it be * | 
periſh ar Home, than be ſold to our Enemies, | 

It is to be conſidered; whether Money be not the ges of 
War; and whether to deny ourſelves the Profit of à very 
advantageous Trade be a natural way to prove ſacceſsful 
againſt our Enemies. 

It is to be couliicret; whether one of 'the Cilamities of 
War is not the Interruption of our Commerce.. 

Whether to render this gfeater than it muſt neceſſarily 
be, can deſerve the Eacominms which a certain Perſon and 
his Adherents beſtow upon this Meaſure.” + . 

Whether one of the moſt valuable Circumſtances of Ad- 
miral Vernon's glorious Demolition of Porto- Bello had not 
been'thought, by all knowing Men, to be the Opening of 


to ſupply the Ro America with Commodities 
Court 


ritry. 
' Whether there is any Maxim fo ſolid, and ſo incapable of 
being contraverted with reſpect to Trade, as that it ought 


never to be reſtrained. 
Whether the eternal genes of Reſtriction in Com- 
merce has not been the Diverſion of it into a new Channel. 
Whether the Reſtraint upon the Exportation of Iron, 


laid by Sweden ſome Years ago, has been ever recovered by 


. 
this Sweden, and whether Spain was not an immenſe Gainer by 
it it. 
when WY Whether the Refiraint upon the Iri Trade in Cattle, 
nark, impoſed by England, did not throw the Beef Trade into 
; had Ireland, and give it to that very Country, which was * 
Joup- dently deſigned to be excluded from it. 
F and Whether the Prohibition of the-Iriſh to carry on the 


Woollen Manufacture, did not throw the Woollen Trade as 
well out of their Hands as ours, and eſtabliſh the lame in 
all Parts of Europe. 
- TOP any Folly be more exploded, if fatal and gene- 
ral Experience can explode a Folly, than the Suppoſition, 
that any Nation can exclude the reſt of the World from any 


E kt 


orta- 

land, Branch of Commerce. 

Pur Whether it can be ſuppoſed that Providence has been ſo 
= ſevere upon any Country, as to put it in the Power of another 
Na- to ſtarve her Inhabitants. 


It is to be conſidered, whether it is poſſible to conceive, 
that any Nation abounding i in Wealth, can fail to be ſupplied 
with Neceſſaries for Money. h 
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that Coaſt to our Merchants, and the Means thereby 2 
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Germany may not ſupply great Quantities of Fk: 
whether that rovifion will not anſwer the End of LINE 
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It is ts be confidered, A Denmark, fatland, 1 


. — ber 2nd other Places in the Baltic, which Ig 


nee. of Live Cale, may not ſalt their 
1 pain with it j and whether | 


vantage eof it. 


France itſelf, may not upon Encouragement ſupp 
It is to be conſidered, whether the Foreſts i 25 


It is to be conſidered, whether Holl ind m 14 not 1. 7 
vaſt Quantities, particularly of Pork, from ermany, b 
means of the navigable Rivers which flow from. th 


- thro' that Country. 


It is to. be confidered, what Effect the Luere. of this 
Branch of Trade may have upon the Councils of, thoſe 


Nations which may gain it from us: And whether France 


may not acquire a dangerous 1 over ſome of our belt 


| Allies by that Eyent. 


It is to be conſidered, nay, it is t be known, that here 
is a Method of falting and curing Cattle in the very hotteſt 
Latitudes, and under the Line itſelf, tho* the Secret is as 
yet in few Hands ; and whether Neceffity and Money. will 
not open that Secret to France and Spain, - 

It is to be confidered, whether in all ſuch Caſes, man 
Places for Supply and Means of it may not be found, ke 
no preſent Foreſight can ſuggeſt. 

ef a very hard Seaſon, and a Dearth of Grain 


3 their ir Tillage, and Fas 


by by ſoonding a Company, and giving great < hs ley do and 
Premiums for raifing Rice in that Country. 

Whether therefore it may be thought adviſeable to urge 

this Diſtreſs in any kind; and whether it is not adding an 

Incentive to their Endeavors in this way. 

Whether from this juſt Conſide ration, all Embargoes, of 
other Difficulties upon Exportation, are not in the nature of 
the Thing injurious and abſurd. 

Whether it is beneath a Man of Senſe, upon better Conſi- 


- E&ration, to zeje Opinions, however * be m 9. have 


it is to he SO Ache M bie , and 
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Whether, therefore, there hay not be great grant Hope, that 

the act relating to the Embargo — 4 
And if itſhoald paſs, 1. That it may relate t Un de — 

a Reftraint- upon which ſeems to be jaſliſied ic Hom preſent, | 

by no other Reaſon but the great Want of ſe at e, which 

our late ill Seaſons threaten. 

2. That it ſhould not extend either to lroland;: or' the 
Plantations, who will be * diſtreſſed bey ond Exam- 
ple, and Ar to nut pals, ie Bes "XV wp 

That if it 3, N to : 

AifinQ Species, to avoid Partiality, and und Real 47 MA 14 not; 

rial Power. | i 
4 That it ſhould bein the Power of the Crowi'ts relieve 

it in any one Branch of E ion, proyided the Relief 

or the Reſtraint be general as to the particular Branch; 

becauſe it may be neceſfary to prevent che Expomation © 

Corn, and 'at the ſame time ſatal to binder that of other 

Proviſions. | 
5. That Care be akon: to allow the Export of Corn to * 

Ireland, either from the Plantations or England ; without 

which Ireland, which does not grow Corn enough for her 

Home Conſumption, and is now in great Diſtreſs from the 

Loſs of Potatoes by the Froſt, may greatly ſuffer by Famine ; 

eſpecially if this Wincer ſhoald be attended with more ſevers 

Weather. 

Upon the whole, it is'to be hoped that Men in Power, if 
they ſhou!d be convinced, by theſe Conſiderations, that they 
have not deſerved the Applauſe which has been raſhly given 
to this Meaſure, and that it is really deftraQtive and dange- 
rous, will be generous enough to refign their Pretenfions to 
this Glory, rather than ſacrifice the Trade and: Ihtereft of 
thefe Dominions, by maintaining their firſt Opinion, 

P. S. It is actually now known, that the-French have con- 
tracted already for an annual Supply of 6000 Tons, or 
60,000 Barrels of Beef from Jutland, at the Rate of 200 
Weight per Barrel, which is within 20,000 Barrels of 
the greateſt Quantity: ever taken by them from Ireland 
in Times of Peace. So that in all Probability an irreco- 
verable Blow is already given to that Branch of Trade; 
and they have actually contracted with Holland for a far- 
ther Quantity. 

Certain Advices are receiyed, that the French Pleets are 

actually arrived in America; which may ſerve ſufficiently 
to evince, - that ſome Perſons have boaſted too much of 


their Sagacity in impoſing the Embargo: The great, and 
F 21 indeed 
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_ their Navigation thither at this eritical - Conjansture, 
. Which it was confidently affirmed it would eſſect. 


”” This was foretold ata Time when the Prejudicescinrforeuit- 


of an Embargo, were too ſtrong to admit Credit to that 
Suggeſtion, It is to be wiſhed, that the farther Prophecy 
contained in this Paper may not likewiſe be moſt fatally 
accompliſhed. r ru og 
Mr. Thompſon. 
75 | outer Ap ofa 
The Crime of exaſperating the People agaiaſt their 
Governors, of raiſing Diſcontent, and exciting Murmurs in 
a Time of general Danger, and of attempting to repreſent 
wiſe and ſalutary Meaſures, which have received the Ap. 
probation. of the whole Legiſlature, as mean Artifices, con- 
trived only to raiſe the Fortunes of ſome Favourites of the 
Miniſter, and aggrandize the Officers of State by the. Miſe- 
ries of. the People, is a Crime too enormous to require or 
admit any Aggravation from Rhetoric, and too dangerous to 
hope for any Excuſe from Candour and Lenity. 
To read or hear this Paper is ſufficient for a full Con- 
viction of its pernicious Tendency, and of the Malice of its 
Author; a Charge not fixed upon particular Expreſſions 
capable of a doubtful Meaning, and which Heat and Inad- 
vertency might caſually have produced, but ſupported by the 
general Deſign of the whole Paper, and the continued Te- 
nor of the Argument, which is evidently intended to ſhew 
that an Act of Government, which cannot but appear neceſ. 
ſary and ſeaſonable in the preſent State of our Affairs, an 
Act ratified by the Concurrence of all the Powers of the 
Legiſlature, is nothing bat a Scheme of Avarice to grow 
rich by Oppreſſion. | 4 4 
Nor is this ſcandalous Libel written with more Confi- 
dence and Inſolence than it is diſperſed. Not content, Sir, 
with villifying the Proceedings of the State, the Author has 
induftriouſly. publiſhed his Calumny at our Door; the Time 
has been when Defamation ſkulked in Secret, and Calumnies 
againſt the Government were diſperſed by Whiſpers or 
private Communication; but this Writer adds Inſults to his 
Injuries, and at once reproaches and defies us. 


I beg leave to move therefore, that the Houſe do cen- 
ſore this Paper as «© a malicious and ſcandalous Libel, high] 
and injuriouſly reflecting upon a juſt and wiſe Act of his 
Majeſty's Government, and alſo upon the Proceedings of 


both Houſes of Parliament; and tending to create Jealouſies 
| 257352 115138 
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(This 3 66! 10 65 the 'Houls: W 
Door-keeper was called in, 4 being ſhewn the Paper, was 
aſked from whom he received it? Who anſwered, that he 
believed the Perſon, who delivered it to kim, was then de- 
ained in one of the Committee Rooms; upon which he was 
ordered to look for, and fetch him to the Bar. Mr. Sandy 2 
aking notice, that the Perſon was alread w in Cuſtody, faid, 
that he ſhould be glad to know by what Authority. It was 
not reaſonable to puniſh firſt, and judge afterwards. | 
Upon which Sir William Yonge replied, That be had 
cauſed him to be detained, in order to know the Pleaſure of 
the Houſe ; and that he thought it his Duty to ſecure ſo 
normous an Offender from eſcaping,* - 

Soon after the Door-keeper brought the Man in, when be 
declared, upon Examination, his Name, and his Profeſſion, 
hich was that of a Scrivener, and owned, with great Open- 
neſs, that he was the Author of the Paper. He was then 
(ſked, who was the Printer, and anſwered, that he printed 
it himſelf. Which he explained afterwards, by ſaying, that 
as he had carried it to the Printer's, he might be d. in the 
general Acception of the Term, as — to an Author, 
o be the Printer; he then diſcovered the Printer, and was 
aſked, where was the original Manuſcript, which he ſaid he 
had deſtroyed, as hedid any other uſeleſs Paper. 

It having been obſerved by ſome of the Members, that 
t was printed in one of the Daily Papers, he was aſked, 
ho carried it thither? And — that he carried it 
imſelf. It was then demanded, what he gave for having 
t inſerted, and he anſwered, that he gave nothing. 

After many Queſtions, Mr. H. Archer deſired that he 
night be aſked, Whether on the Friday before he was not 
the Gallery? At which ſome of the Members expreſſed 
eir Diſapprobation, and the Man being ordered to with- 
raw, the following Debate enſued 12 the Propriety of 


1 


1 
*. - > 


he Queſtion.] 
Samuel Sandys, 827 
81x, | | | 9 
| © Thoſe who are traded by their Cotdtey: with the gan. Saridys, 
Luthority of making Laws, ought undoubtedly to obſerve £19; 


hem with the utmolt Circumſpeclion, leſt they ſhould defeat 


heir o] n Endeavours, and en by their Example f | 
heir own Decrees. : 


There 


Mr. Campbell. 


Ee has been red by thoſe 
L. ne-. facred, none that has more revered by thoſe that 
* trampled upon other Forms of Juſtice, and — 


ther the unalienable Right of a free Subjeſi is not infringed, 


+ having not lately look'd into the Orders of the Houle, may 
miſtake the Tendency of the Quelion, I therefors.: vhs 


als . dy 


eng) 
0 * is 50 Part, Sir, of our Ciyil Confiitation-mou 


2 


Oppreſſion without Reſtraint, than that Privilege by which 
every Briton is exempted from the Neceſſity of 
himſelf, and by which he is entitled to refuſe an Anſwer ta 
any Queſtion which may be aſked, with a View to-draw 
— ie a Confeſſion of an 2 which. cannot be 
rov 31 
Whether this great Privilege, Sir, i is not violated ; hes 


by the Queſtion put to the Perſon at our Bar, the Houſe 
muſt decide, The Puniſhment to which Intruders are ſub- 
ect by the Orders of this Houſe, proves that his Preſency 
in the Houſe is conſidered as a Crime, of which; as we have 
no Proof of it, a Confeſſion ought. not to be extorted by an 
artful and inſidious Queſtion, of which he may not diſeover 
the Intention, or the Conſequence. Such Treatment, Sir, 2 
rather to be expected by Slaves in the Inquiſition of 8 
than a Briton at the Bar of this Houſe; a Houle inſtitu 
to preſerve Liberty, and to reſtrain Injaftice and Coney 


Mr. Campbell. 


*S1n, ; 

I cannot but concur with the eee of the Hanoun 

ble Gentleman, that in requiring an Anſwer to this Queſtion 
we ſhall expoſe a Man to a Puniſhment againſt whom we 
have no Evidence but what is extorted from himſelf ; and 
conſequently no Knowledge of his Crime upon which weican 
proceed to inflict Cenſures or Penalties, without the mani» 
belt Infraction of our Conſtitution. 
It cannot be imagined, Sir, that he intends to covſelofiiny 
ſelf guilty of a Crime of which no Proof has been. brought, 
or that he will voluntarily ſubject himſelf to Puniſhments, 
It muſt therefore follow, that he is intrapped in his Exami- 
nation by an Artifice, which, I hope, will neyer find any 
Countenancę in this Houſe,” | | | 


Mr. Wianington. 


Six, 
* It is not impoſſible that the Honourable on. 


that the Order may be read.” 
[ The Order being read by the Clerk, he proceeded 1 — 


« It 


"1 . * 4 E 
oy * * . 


1 
% U 
6d 


„ 
It is evident, Sir, that by the Order now e the Ser- Ane 
jeant at Arms, attending on this Houſe, may Ne into Cuſ- 1 | 
ody all Strangers that ſhall be found in the Houſe or Galle-. . 
ry while we are aſſembled; and that this Order is not — 4 iN l 
put in Practice, mult be attributed to the Lenity of the 4. 
zut that this Order extends to paſt Offences, and ſubjects any 
an to Impriſonment for having been preſent in ſome former 
Day, cannot de conceived.:, For how far may ſuch a Retro- 
pect be extended ? Or at what Time, aſter having intruded 
to the Houſe, can any. Mam preſume to conſider hi ab 
xempt from the Danger of Impriſonment:?'; 1 
« Qur Order, Sir, only decrees preſent Puniſhment for 
preſent Offences, and therefore, the Queſtion aſked by the 
Honourable Gentleman may be inſiſted on without Scruple, 
and anſwered without Hazard. Let then the Honourab 
entlemen reſerve their laudable Zeal for our Conſtitution 
ill it ſhall be invaded by more important Occaſions.” . 
' Samitel Sandys, Eſqj ; 18 ; 
Sia, a ; * 1 bad 4 12. 12 | 
What Victory the Honourable Gentleman imu La . 
imſelf 5 have gained, or whence proceeds all his — 1 
neſs of Exultation, I am not able to diſcover. Phe Queſtion 
pnly relates to the Interpretation of one of our on Orders; 
and is therefore not of the higheſt Importance; nor can his 
ducceſs in ſo trivial a Debate entitle him to great Applauſe 
from others, or produce in a Perſon of his Abilities, any 
uncommon Satis faction to himſelf. | . | 
But whatever may be the Pleaſure of the Victory, it muſt 
t leaſt be gained before it can be celebrated; and it is by no 
cans evident that he has yet any Reaſon to aſſure himſelf 
df Conqueſt. 2 
His Inter pretation, Sir, of the Order, which he has ſo 
onfidently laid before the Houſe, ſeems to me to have no 
oundation in Reaſon or juſtice; for if it he an Offence 
210ſt the Houſe to be preſent at our Conſultations, and that 
Offence be juſtly puniſhable, why ſhould any Man be exempt 
rom a juſt Cenſure by an accidental Eſcape? Ox what makes 
he Difference between thus Crime and ay other that this 
lone mult be immediately puniſhed, or immediately oblite- 
rated ; and that a lucky Flight is equivalent to Innocence? 
It is ſurely, Sir, more rational to believe; that the Houſe * 
may puniſh any Breach of its Orders at a diſtant Time; that 
If our Cenſure is once eluded, it may be afterwards enforced ; 
ind, therefore, that the Queſtion put to the Perſon at the 
Bar ought not to be aſked; becauſe it cannot ſafely be an- 


wered: 3. 
1201 William 
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. elamation; for us the Power of ſeizirg any Man in the 


The Strangers who now hear this Debate, may retire to a 


unneceſſary to debate; - becauſe, however it be anſwered, it 
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Influence beyond the preſent Moment, and that Intruſiom 
may be puniſhed by the Houſe on another Day than chat on 
which they were committee. 124.98 £41 

'* Lam fo far,” Sir, from being of Opinion, t that to mike 
the Execution of this Order valid, the Houſe maſt fit without 
Interruption from the Time of the Offence to that of che 
Puniſhment , that if the Gentlemen in the Gallery were to 
be taken into Cuſtody, I ſhould adviſe the Serjeant to wait till 
the Houſe ſhould break up, and ſeize them us they an 
come out. 


| Sr. William Yonge. | f „ m3; 


S1n, 


If any ſuch Puniſhment were now intended, I ould ad 
viſe the Gentlemen in the Gallery to retire; indeed, but not 
to hide themſelves like Felons, or Men proſcribed by Pro- 
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+ 41 
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Houſe is ſufficient to ſecure us from Intruſion, there is no 
Reaſon to extend it farther ; and Penalties are not without 
Reaſon to be inflicted, neither has the Honſe ever coveted 
the Power of Opprefling ; ; and what elſe is unneceſſary Pu- 
niſhment ? 

If, therefore, an Intruder is not ſeized in the Act of In- 
truſion, he cannot legally be impriſoned for it. And any of 


very ſmall Diſtance from the Houſe, and ſet the Serjeant of 
Arms at Defiance.“ 


Sir Robert Walpole. | | . 


7 7 
« Whether the Queſtion be proper or ni, it me ven 


I _ «4 © 2 


cannot be of great Importance; the Man has already 
confeſſed himſelf the Author of the Libel, and may, there- 
fore, be puniſhed without farther Examination. 8 
That he is the real Author, Sir, I am not indeed con- 
vinced by his Aſſertion, with whatever Confidence it was 
made; for ſo far as his Appearance enables me to judge of 
his Education and Sphere of Life, it is not probable that be 
ſhould be much verſed in political Enquiries, or _ he 
ſhould engage in the Diſcuſſion of Queſtions like this. 
* There appears, Sir, in the Paper before us, a more 
extenſive Knowledge of FaQs, a more accurate Attention to 
Commerce, 
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Cammerce, more artfpl-Reaſoning,end a-moreglevated Stile, Anno 14, Gt" + 3 
than it is reaſonable t9-8xpeRt from. this Man, whom, with. . 1745. "i 
out pietending to circumſeribe the Limits of his Capacity, WY Ng =» | 
or the Compaſs of his Kaowledge, I am, for my Part, in- Bo 
clin'd to look upan as an Agent to ſome other Perſon of 
higher Station, ad greater Accompliſhments, | 

It is not uncommon, Sir, for Geptlemen io exerciſe their 
Abilities and employ their Pens upon political Queſtions, and 

vhen they have produced any Thing, which their Complai- 

ſance far themſelves equally hinders them from owaing and 
ſoppreſſing. they are known to procure ſome Perſon of inferior 
Rank to take vpon him in public the Character of the Au- 
thor, and to ſtand the Danger of the Proſecution, cotndntifip 
themſelves with the Applauſe and Admiration of their choten 
Friends, whom they truſt with the important Secret, and 
with whom they fit and laugh at the Conjectures of the Public 
and the Ignorance of the Minifiry. _ | 

« This, Sir, is a frequent Practice, not only with thoſe 
who haye no other Employment, but as I have ſufficient 
Reaſons to believe, among ſome Gentlemen, who have Seats 
in this Houſe, Gentlemen whoſe Abilities and Knowledge 
qualify them to ſerve the Public in Characters much ſupe- 
rior to that of Lampooners of the Government.” 

William Pulteney, Eſq; 
S8IxX. f 
Whether the Man who confeſſed himſelf the Author Mr. Pulteney. 

of the Paper has accus'd himſelf of what he did not commit, 
or has ingenuouſly and openly diſcovered the Truth, it is be- 
yond my, Penetration abſolutely to decide: the Frank neſs 
and Unconcern with which he made the Declaration, give it 
at leaſt the Appearance of Truth, nor do I diſcover any Reaſon 
for doubting. his Sincerity. Is there any Improbability in 
the Nature of the Fact that ſhould incline us to ſuſpect his 
Veracity ? Is there avy apparent Advantage to be gained > 


— 
. 


3. 


- it by aſſuming a falſe Character? Neither Cf thoſe Circum- 

ady ſtances can be produced agaiuit him; and an Aﬀertion is to be 

ere. admitted for its own Sake, when there is nothing to invali- 
date it. 5 

on- « But the honourable Gentleman,. Sir, appears to have a 

AS very particular Reaſon for his Doubts ; a Reaſon which will, 


I hope, have no Weight with any but bimſelf, By denying 
the Paper to this Man, he gives room for ConjeQure aud 
Suſpicion to range far and wide, and wanton with whatever 
Charactets he ſhall think proper Subjects for his Amuſement, 
An Author is now to be ſought, and many diverting Argue 
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4.0 14,Ged ments may be brought by the dullet Enquirer ſot fring 


upon one Man, or denying it to another. | 
»The honourable. Gentleman, Sir, has given us bold 
Specimen. of this Kind of Wit, by infinuating that it is the 
Production of ſome one of the Members of this Houſe za 
Conjecture of which J am not able to find the Foundation, 
and therefore imagine, that Raillery rather than Argument 
was intended. Bur let the honourable Gentleman recollect, 
that the chief Excellence of Raillery is Politeneſs; to which 
he has ſurely paid little Regard, in ſuppoſing that what has 
been unanimouſly condemned as a Libel, has one of thoſe 
who cenſured it for its Author, | 
© If Fam particularly hinted at in this ſagacious Canjec- 
ture, I take this Opportunity of deelaring that I am equally 


ignorant of the whole Affair with any other Gentleman ia 


this Houſe ; that I never ſaw the Paper, till it was delivered 
o me at the Door, nor the Author till he appeared at the 
Bar. Having thus cleared myſelf from this Aſperſion, ! 


declare it as my Opinion, that every Gentleman in the Houſe 


can ſafely purge himſelf in the ſame Manner; for I cannot 
conceive, that any of them can have written a Libel like 
this. There are, indeed, ſome Paſſages which would not 
diſgrace the greateſt Abilities, and ſome Maxims true in 
themſelves, though perhaps fallaciouſly applied, and at leaft 
ſuch an Appearance of Reaſoning and Knowledge, as ſets the 
Writer far above the Level of the contemptible Scriblers of 
Miniſterial V indications :: A Herd of Wretches, whom nei- 


ther Information can enlighten, nor Affluence elèvate; low 


Drudges of S:urrility, whoſe Scandal is harmleſs for Want 
of Wit, and whoſe Oppoſition is only troubleſome from the 
Pertinaciouſneſs of Stupidity, 2 

Why ſuch immenſe Sums are diſtributed amongꝑſt-theſe 
Reptiles, it is ſcarce poſſible not to enquire ; for it cannot be 
imagined that thoſe who pay them expect any Support from 
their Abilities. If their Patrons would read their Writings, 
their Salaries would quickly be withdrawn ; for a few Pages 
would convince them, that they can neither attack nor de- 
fend, neither raiſe any Man's Reputation by their Panegyric, 
nor deſtroy it by their Defamation,” 


Sir Robert Walpole. 
SIR, | 
I hope it is not expected, that the Heat with which one 
Claſs of our political Writers have been attacked by the 


-honourable Gentleman, ſhould engage me to undertake their 
Defence with the ſame Earneſtneſs. I have neither Intereſt 


enough in the Queſtion to awaken my Paſſions, nor — 
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5 
or Leifure ſufficient for ſuch an Examination of the Writings 


* 


on each Side, as is neceſſary, before the Superiority of avy 
Author above his Bretbren can be juſtly aſſerted. ; 
It is no Part, Sir, of my Employment or Amyfement, 
to compare their Arguments, or-to balance their Abilities ; 
nor do I often read the Papers of either Party, except when 
I am informed by ſome that have more Inclination to ſuch 
Studies than myſelf, that they haye riſen by ſome Accident 
above their common Level. ; | 
Vet, that I may not appear entirely to deſert the Queſ- 
tion, I cannot forbear to ſay, that I have never from theſe 
xccidental Inſpections of their Performances, diſcovered any 
Reaſon to exalt the Authors who write againſt the Admini- 
ſtration, to a higher Degree of Reputation than their Oppo- 
nents. That any of them deſerve loud Applauſes, I cannot 
aſſert, and am afraid that all, which deſerves to be preſery'd 
of the Writings on either Side, may he contracted to a very 
few Volumes. * 
« The Writers for the Oppoſition appear to me to be no- 
thing more than the Echoes af their Predeceſſors, or what 
is ſtill more deſpicable, of themſelves, and to have produced 
fad ſeyen 


nothing in the laſt ſeyen Years, which bad not heen 
Years before, 
I may, perhaps, be thought by fome.Gentleman of each 
Claſs, to ſpeak contemptuouſly of their Adyocates, nor ſhall 
think my own Opinion leſs juſt for ſuch a Cenſure ; for the 
Reputation of controverſial Writers ariſes, generally, from 
the Prepoſſeſſion of their Readers in favour of the Opinions 
which they endeavour to defend. Men eaſily admit the 
orce of an Argument which tends to ſupport Notions, that 
It is their Intereſt to diffuſe, and readily find Wit and Spirit 

n a Satire pointed at Characters which they deſire to depreſs. 
But to the oppoſite Party, and even to themſelyes, when their 
aſſions have ſubſided, and their Intereſt is diſunited from the 
Queſtion, thoſe Arguments _— only loud Aſſertions, or 
mpty Sophiſtry; and that Wit, which was clamourouſly 
praiſed, diſcovers itſelf to be only Impudence ar law Conceits ; 
he Spirit evaporates, and the Malignity only remains. 

* If we conſider, Sir, what Oppoſition of Character is 
eceſſary to conſtitute a political Writer, it will not be won- 
dered, that ſo few excel in that Undertaking, He that 
will write well in Politics, muſt at the ſame Time have a 
complete Knowledge of the Queſtion, and Time to digeſt his 

houghts into Method, and poliſh his Stile into Elegance; 

which is little leſs than to ſay, He muſt be at once a Man of 

Buſineſs, and a Man of Leiſure ; for political TranſaQions 

are not eaſily DIA + by tholg who are engaged in 
2 


them, 


D 
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Ango 14, Geo them, and the Art of Writing is not attainablewithodt long 
| TL, 1749: Practice, and ſedentary Application. 
P NV « Thus it happen that political Writings are generally 
deſective. For they are drawn. up by Men unacquainted 
with public Buſineſs, and who can therefore only amuſe 
their Readers with fallacious Recitals, ſpecious. Sophiſtries. 
or an agreeable Stile; or they are the haſty Productions of 
- buſy Negotiators, who, tho' they caunot but excel the oches 
.Claſs of Writers in that which is of .meſt Importance, the 
Knowledge of their SubjeQ are yet rarely at leiſure to dif. 
play that Knowledge to Advantage, or add Grace to Soli⸗ 
ty. 2 “ {4 
f "Writers of the latter ſort appear but ſeldom, and moſt 
of our political Papers are the Amuſements of Leiſure; or 
the Expedients of Want. n 
Whether the Paper, now beſore us, is the Produce of 
Eaſe, or of Neceſſity, I ſhall not determine; I have already 
offered my Opinion, that the Man who claims it, is not the 
Author, nor do I diſcover any Reafon for changing my Sen- 
timent: The Queſtion is a Queſtion merely of Conjecture, 
fince neither I, nor the Honourable Gentleman attempt to 
offer any demonſtrative Proofs of our Opinion. If he has 
any to produce in favour of his own Notions, let him lay 
them before you, but let him always forbear to impute to 
me Aſſertions which I never uttered, and beware of repre- 
ſenting me as declaring that I believe this Paper the Com- 
poſition of ſome Members of this Houſe.” 


[It was then debated, whether this Offence fhould be puniſhed 
by the Authority of the Houſe, or referred to the Cognizance 
of ſome of the Courts of Weſt minfter Hall, on which Occa- 
fron Mr. Howe ſpoke as follows. ] 

SIR. 45 
Mr. Howe. © It is the Duty of every Part of the Legifliture, not 
5 only to preſerve the whole Syſtem of our Government 
unaltered and unimpaired, but to attend particularly to the 

Support of their own Privileges, Privileges not conferred 

upon them by our Anceſtors, but for wiſe Purpoſes, fg 

It is the Privilege of this Houſe that we, and we only, 
are the Judges of our wn Rights, and we only, therefore, 
can aſſign the proper Puniſhment when they ſu Al be pre- 
ſumptuouſly invaded. , 

If we remit this Offender, who has attempted to de- 
baſe the Houſe in the Opinion of the Nation, to any, inef- 
rior Court, we allow that Court to determine by the Pu- 
niſament that ſhall be inflited, the Importance of this 
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| « [t therefore concerns us, in regard t dr own” g- 

ity, and to the Privileges of our Succefſors,, that we: retain © 
Cognizance of this Crime in our own $ in which 

is placed by perpetual Preſcription and the natufe uf our 
-onttitution.” 9 1 | 242 #730 ene 


Ordered, That William Cooley having confeſſed himſelf 

> be Author and Pabliſher of a malicious and ſcandalous; 

ibel, intitled, Confiderations upon the Embatgo on"Provifeet" 
Vidal, be for his ſaid Offence committed to Newgate. 

Sir William Yonge. 

S IX,. | | : 

« | am pleaſed with finding that the Malice and Inde i willi 
ncy of this Libel, has raiſed in the Houſe a juſt Reſent- —— | 
nent, and that the Wretch, who with a Confidenee ſo ſteady, 
nd ſuch Appearance of Satisfaction in his Countenance, 
onfeſſes, or rather proclaims himſelf the Author, is treated 
s he deſerves. But let us not forget that the fame Degree 
f Goilt always requires the ſame Puniſhment; and, chat 
hen the Author of Scandal is in Priſon, the Printer aud 
Propagator of it ought not to be at Liberty. 

* The Printer of the Daily News is ſurely the proper 
Object of your Indignation, who inſerted this Libel in his 
Paper, without the Fondneſs of an Author, and without the 
"emptation of a Bribe; a Bribe, by the Help of which it 
$ uſual to circulate Scurrility To this Man the Expence 
dr Labour bf aſperſing the Government was ſed 
y the Pleaſure, and he could not prevail on himſelf to omit 
ny Opportunity of incenfing the People, aud expoling at 
ice the whole Legiſlature to Cenſure and Contempt. 

* Thoſe, therefore, that have concurred in the Impriſon- 
ent of the Author, will doubtleſs join with me in requir- 
g the Attendance of his officious Accotnplice; and I cannot 

drbear expreſſing my Hopes, that he will not meet with 

nder T reatment. , f 
It is far from being the firſt Offence of his licentious 
reſs ; and the Lenity of the Government, by which he 
as been ſo long ſpared, has had no other Effet upor him, 

an to add Confidence to his Malice, and incite him to 
dvance from one Degree of Impudence to another. 
He has for ſeveral Weeks perſiſted in miſrepreſenting 
e Intention of the Embargo, by Letters pretended to be 
ritten by Friends of the Government, who are injured 
it. He has vented his Infinuations as bitherto, with 


Impunity, 


pie Tmpaniey Go, as it ap ppears, without Fear. It is Tims; 
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therefore, to diſturb. his Security, and reſttain _y N ad- 
ding one Calumny to ap0thay. a | 


TS ſh The End of Puniſhment i is to prevent a Reporition of 
the ſame Crime both in the Offender, and in thoſe who may 
- haye the ſame Inclinations, and when that End is accom- 
pliſhed, all farther Seyerities have an A ppearance uy of 
Croelt than Jaſtice, ._. 

s By puniſhing the Author of this 1 we has. A 
my Opinion, ſufficiently ſecured our Dignity from any 
future Attacks, we have cruſhed the Head of the Confe- 
deracy, and prevented the ſubordinate Agents from execut- 
ing their Malice. Printers can do no Injury without Ay- 
thors; and if no Man ſhall dare to write a Libel, it is not 
worthy our Enquiry how many may be inclined to publith 


* « But if the Printer muſt neceſſarily be puniſhed before 
the Reſentment of the Houſe can be faticfed ; ; if it ſhall 
nat be thought ſufficient to puniſh him without whoſe Aſſiſts 
ance the other could not have offended ; let us, at leaſt, con- 
fine our Animadverſion to the preſent Fault, withqut trace- 
ing back his Life for paſt Miſdemeanors, and charging him 
with accumulated Wickedneſs; for if a Man's whole Liſe 
is to be the Subject of judicial Enquiries, when be hall 
appear at the Bar of this Houſe, the moſt Innocent will 
have Reaſon to tremble when they approach it. 

Even with regard, Sir, to the Offence of which he is 
now accuſed, ſomewhat may, perhaps, be ſaid in Extenuation 
of his Guilt, which I do not offer to gratify any perfonal 
Affection or Regard for him, to whom I am equally 3 
Stranger with any other Gentleman in this Houſe, but to 
prevent a Puniſhment which may be hereafter thought diſ- 
proportioned to the Crime. 

+ It is, Sir, to be remembered, that he was not the orig 

pal Printer of the Libel, which he only reprinted from 3 

any of which he knew that it was to be diſperſed at our 

Poor, and in which he could not naturally ſuſpect any ſedi 
tiqus ar dangerous Aſſertions to be contained, It is, there 
fate, probable that he fell into the Offence by Ignorance, 
or, at worſt, by Inadvertency ; and, as his Intehtow was 
Not criminal, he may properly be ſpared. 4 


Mr. 
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1 cannot but think the Hon6urable Gentleman betrayed Ir. Wintiüng⸗ 

by his Zeal for the Defence of this Man, into ſome A. Wh 
tions not to be ſupported by Law or Reaſon. If it be in- 
nocent to print a Paper once printed, will it not inevitably 
ollow; that the moſt enormous Inſults on the Crown itſelf, 
he moſt ſeditious Invectives, and moſt dangerous Poſfitions, 

ay be diſperſed thro the whole Empire, without arty 
Danger but to the original Printer ? And what Reaſon, Sir, 
can be aſſigned, why that which is criminal in one Man, 
ſhould be innocent jn another ? 2 
© Nor is this the only Pofition which had been advanced . 
contrary to the Laws of our Country; for it has been affert- | 

d, that the general Character of an Offender is a Confide- 
ration foreign from that of bis immediate Crime; and that 
whatever any Man's paſt Life had been, he is only to be 
judged according to the Evidence for the Offence, which is 
then the Subject of Examination. | | 7 

« How much this Opinion is covfiſtent with the Practice 

of our Courts, a very flight Knowl of their Methods 
of proceeding, will readily diſcover. Is any Villain there 
onvicted but by the Influence of his Character? And s « 
not the chief Queſtion at a Trial the paſt Conduct of the 
Perſon at the Bar?“ | 2 05 


Sir John Barnard. 


8 IR, 
I riſe up only to anſwer a Queſtion, which is, whether Sir jo 
properly or not, put to me, and hope the Irregularity will 
not be imputed to me by the Houſe, but to the Occafion 
vhich produces it. a 4:5 
« I am aſked, whether it is not the chief Queſtion at the 
Bar of our Courts of Juſtice, What is the Character of the 
Priſoner ? And cannot but feel ſome Amazement that any 
Man ſhould be ſo ignorant of common Proceedings, and fo 
much unacquainted with the Execution of our Laws, as to' 
have admitted a Notion ſo chimerical. 
* The Character of the Priſoner is never examined, ex- 
cept when it is pleaded by himſelf, and Witneſſes are pro- 
duced to offer Teſtimony in his Favour ; that Plea, like all 
others, is then to be examined, and ſometimes conſuted by 
ontrary Evidence. But the Character of a Criminal, tho" 


It may be urged by himſelf as a Proof of his Innocence, is 
never to be mentioned by his Proſecutor as an Aggravation 
dr Proof of his Guilt. It is not required by the Law, that 
the 
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Sir William - 


_ Yonge. 


Mr. ech. hope it will not be imputed to me as a Diſregard of 


appeared at the Bar of our Houſe, and am ſtill more unwil- 


therefore, it Was not by Accident that be admitted ſo ges- 
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Evidence of the Crine, with which he ſtands charged, ſhould 
be examined; nor is bis Character ever mentiogad: but by 
his own Choice.“ ** EF ads.) 7 3% | HAIRS. 11 

Sir Wiliam Vonge. 


SIR, * | 19 N 
* To prove the Malignity of the Intention with which 
this Libel was inſerted in the Daily Paper, it cannot be im- 
proper to obſerve, that the Embargo had been, for many 
Days paſt, the favourite Topic of this Printer, and that, 


= 
„ 
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lous an Advocate for his Opinions to be ſeaſonably aſſiſted 
by the Circulation of his Paper, but that he doubtleſs was 
delighted with an Opportunity of diſperſing Sedition by 
Means of greater Abilities than his own. D e 
Nor can it be juſtly pleaded, Sir, in his favour, that he 
was encouraged to publiſh it by the Confidence with which 
be aw it diſperſed; for it was printed by him in the Morn- 
ing, and not brought hither till the Afternoon. I cannot, 
therefore, but conclude, that his Intentions were agreeable to 
his Praftige, and that he deſeryes to accompany che Author 
in his preſent Conknement.” | "i 


Mr. Campbell. 


SIR, ö 


the Government, or Neglect of the Honour of this Houſe, 
that I declare myſelf on all Occaſions like this, inclined to 
Lenity, and think it neceſſary always to proceed by regular 
Methods, and known Forms of Juſtice, not by capricious 

Determinations, and Orders variable at Pleaſure. a”: 
I oppoſed the Impriſonment of the Man who juſt now 


ling to proceed to Severities againſt another, who is crimi- 
nal only in a ſubordinate Degree. The loudeſt Declaimers 
againſt thoſe Men cannot have ſtronger Deteſtation of Falſ- 
hood and Sedition than myſelf; but however flagrant may 
be the Crimes, they may be puniſhed with unjuftifiable Ri- 
gour, and, in my Opinion, we have already proceeded with 
Severity ſufficient to diſcourage any other Attempts of the 
ſame kind. 

« Whether it will promote the Advantage of the Public, 
and the Efficacy of our Deliberations, to deter any Man 
from the common Practice of giving us Information by de- bo 
livering Papers at our Door, mult be conſidered by the 


Houle. | 
« Nor 
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Nor is, it leſs wyrthy of our moſt attentive Enquiry, Anno 14, Ge 
whether it is not more reaſonable to proſecute this der II. 1740. - - 
bn the common Forms of Juſtice, 'than to puniſh him by CYWWNW 
any AR of uncontrollable, unaccountable Authority? Whe-" - . 
her it is not more reaſonable to have him proſecuted before | 
x Judge unprejudiced, and a diſintereſted Jory, than to act at / 
dtce as Party, Evidence, and judge. I have no Defire, Sir, 4 
F diminiſhing the Privileges of this Houſe; and yet, leſs 
ould I contribute to eſtabliſh any Precedents of unlimited 
Power, or arbitrary Puniſhments. #37 


Mr. Attorney General. 


S R,. | | 
« Whence ſo much Tenderneſs can ariſe for an Offender Mr. Attorney 
pf this kind, I am at a Loſs to diſcover ; nor am I able to General 
onceive any Argument that can be produced for exempting 


HEEL: 


K 0D 


It rom Puniſhment the Printer of a Paper, which has been 
hich Iready determined by the Vote of the Houſe, to be a ſcan- 
lorn- dalous Libel, tending to promote Sedition. 
not, « [t has been, indeed, agreed, that there are contained in 
mY he Paper ſome true Poſitions, and ſome Paſlages innocent 


it leaſt, and perhaps rational and ſeaſonable. But this, Sir, 
s nothing more than to ſay, that the Paper, flagitious as it 
s, might have been ſwelled to a greater Degree of Impu- 
lence and Scurrility ; that what is already too heinous to 
de born, might by greater Virulenct become more enor- 
mous. | 
© If no Wickedneſs, Sir, is to be checked till it has at- 
ained the greateſt Height at which it can poſſibly arrive, 
dur Courts of Criminal Judicature may be ſhut up as uſeleſs ; 
nd if a few innocent Paragraphs will paliate a Libel, 
WT reaſon may be written and diſperſed without Danger or 
Reſtraint; for what Libel was ever ſo crowded with Sedition, 
hat a few Periods might not have been ſelected, which, 
pon this Principle, might have ſecured it from Cenſure 
The Danger of diſcouraging Intelligence from being 
ffered at the Door of our Houle, does not alarm me with 
ny Apprehenfions of Diſadvantage to the Nation; for I 
ave not ſo mean an Opinion of the Wiſdom of this Aſſem- 
dly, as to imagine that they can receive any Aſſiſtance front 
he Informations of theſe officious Inſtructors, who ought, in 
my Opinion, Sir, rather to be taught by ſome parliamentary 
enſure to know their own Station, than to be encouraged 
to neglect their proper Employments, for the ſake of direct · 
ing their Governors. 
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$4775 n N N jg nne 
Anno 1 Gto * When Bills, Sir, are depending, by which either the 


II. 1740. 


Mr. Ord. 


the Intereſt of the Nation, or do pra Men, may be 
t 


thought to be endangered, it is indeed the inconteſtab e Right 
of — — to offer his Petition at the Bar of the Houſe, 


and to deliver the Reaſons upon which it is founded. This 


is a Privilege of an unalienable Kind, and which is _—_ 
to be infringed or denied ; and this may always be ſuppo 
without countenancing anonymous Intelligence, or receiving 
ſuch Papers as the Authors of them are afraid or aſhamed tv 
own, and which they, therefore, employ meaner Hands to 
diſtribute. | | 

« Ofthis kind, Sir, undoubtedly, is the Paper now under 
out Conſideration, of which I am far from imagining that 
it was drawn up by the Man who declares himſelfthe Wri- 
ter, and am therefore convinced of the Neceſſity of calling 
the Printer to the Bar, that whatever the Lenity or Juſtice of 


this Aſſembly may determine with Regard to his Puniſhment, 


he may be examined with reſpe& to the real Authors of the 
Libel ; and that our Reſentment may, fall upon him, who 
has endeavour'd to ſhelter himſelf by expoſing another. 
Mr. Ord. 
S1KR, | | b 
© I am inclined to believe, that the Perſons aſſociated in 
writing and diſperſing this Paper, whoſoever they may be, 
are of no high Rank, or conſiderable Influence ; as it is not 
likely that any Man who had much to hazard, would expoſe 


himſelf to the Reſentment of the whole Legiſlature ; bat let 
us not for that Reaſon exert our Superiority in wanton Pu- 


niſhments, or tyrannize merely becauſe we cannot be reſiſted. 


Let us remember that the ſame Juſtice and the ſame Huma- 
nity is due to the meaneſt, as the higheſt of our Fellow Sub- 
ets; and that there is even leſs Neceſſity of rigorous Mea- 
ures, as the Attack is leſs formidable. | 
But, Sir, there is one Motive to Moderation that has 
ſeldom been found leſs efficacious than the Conſideration of 
the Laws of Juſtice or Humanity, We ought to be withheld 
by regard to our Poſterity, and even to ourſelves, from any 
exorbitant Extenſion of our Privileges. We know, that 
Authority once exerted, is claimed afterwards by Preſcrip- 
tion. And who knows by what ſudden Rotation of Power, 
he may himſelf ſuffer by a Precedent which he has concurred 
to eſtabliſh, and feel the Weight of that oppreſſive Power 
which he firſt granted for the Puniſhment of another? 


Mr. 


0979 


Mr. Howe. _ ®B- 1790: 
S1n, NR 


Lam always — to oppoſe any Propoſal of Lenity Mr. Howe. 
and Forbearance, nor have now hy Injention of heighten- 
ing the Guilt of this Man by cruel r ee Incit- 
ing the Houſe to Rigour and Perſecution. * 

« But let us remember, Sir, that Juſtice and Mercy are 
qually to be regarded, and while we pity the Folly of a 
iſguided, or perhaps, a thoughtleſs Offender, let us not 
ſuffer ourſelves to he hetrayed by our Compaſſion, to injure 
ourſelves and qur Poſterity. | | 

This Houſe, Sir, has always claimed and exerted the 
Privilege of judging of every Offence againſt itſelf; a Privi- 
ege ſo long eſtabliſhed, and ſo conſtantly exercifed, that I 
doubt whether the inferior Courts pf Judicatge will take 
Cognizance of an Attack upon us; for how can they ven- 
ture to decide upon a Queſtion of ſuch Importance, without 
any Form or Precedent for their — | 

There ſeems alſo to be at this Time, Sir, an uncommon 
Neceſſity for Tenaciouſneſs of our Privjleges, when as ſome 
Whiſpers which have been wafted from” the other Houſe 
inform us, a Motion has been made in Term, which might 
imply the Subordination of this Aſſembly, an Aſſertion 
without Foundation either in Reaſon or Juſtice, and which T 
ſhall always oppoſe as deſtructive to our Rights, and dange- 
rous to our Canſtitution. ITY 

© Let us therefore, Sir, retain in our Hands the Cogni- 
zance of this Affair; and let the Criminal either ſuffer his 
Puniſhment from our Sentence, or owe his Pardon to our 
Mercy.” a 


This Motion was then carrid in the Affirmative; Ayes 
220, Noes 1 63. ' Whereupon Mr. Mexes was called in and 
examined, and being withdrawn; 8 


* Reſolved, That J. Meres be committed; and that his 
by Majeſty be addreſſed to give Orders, that the ſaid J. Meres 
held 1 e by the Attorney-General, qn a Divifion, Ayes 

188, Noes 155. 
| <- | Then Mr. Hughs was called in and examined, and hay- 
rip ing proteſted his Innocence of the ſeveral Matters con- 
_ tained in the ſaid Libel, &c. And being withdrawn, Re- 


ſolved, that J. Hughs be committed, in order to make bis 
Submiſſion for his ſaid Offence; Ayes 148, Noes 75. 

Dec. 4th. The Houſe, according to Order, was called 
over, and Thomas Strangeways Horner, Eſq; was ordered 
| | | 2 inta 


3 (28) | 
Anno14, Geo. into Cuſtody for Non-attendance; Ayes 203, Noes 159, 
_ JL. 174% And a Motion being made, and the Queſtion put, That the 


Houſe be called over upon this Day Fortnight; it paſſed in 
the Negative, Ayes 81, Noes 133. | 

I be 5th. Mr. John Hughs made his Submiſſion at the 
Bar of the Houſe, and was diſcharged upon paying his Fees. 

Received a Copy of.a Treaty between his Majelty and 
the King of Sweden, as Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel; with 
a Tranſlation of the ſame. Signed, Weſtminſter the gth of 
May, 1749. by | 

Received three Petitions from Priſoners confined for 
Debt, in the Jails of Lincoln, Oxford and Eſſex, paying for 
Relief, &c. 3 REIN 

In a Committee, made ſome Progreſs on the Bill to pro- 
hibit, for a limited Time, the Exportation of Corn, and 
other Proviſions out of Great Britain, Ireland, and his Ma- 
jeſty's Plantations in America; and deferred the further 
Conſideration to Tueſday next. 

A Motion being made, and the Queſtion put, That the 
Houſe do adjourn, it paſſed in the Negative; Ayes 87, 
Noes 98. Then Mr. Sandys moved that an Addreſs be 
preſented to his Majeſty, to order that the Embargo may be 
taken off of Ships laden with Fiſh and Rice ; which was 
agreed to, and ordered accordingly. 3 

The Sth. In a grand Committee went thro' the Land- 
Tax Bill, with ſeveral Amendments. 

The 9th. . Agreed to the Report of the Land- Tax Bill, 
and ordered it to be engroſſed. | 

Received a Petition of John Dodd, Eſq; complaining of 
an undue Election and Return for the Borough of Reading, 
In the County of Berks. | 

The 10th. In a grand Committee on the Supply, game 
to ſeveral] Reſolutions. 

The 11th, Read a firſt time, a Bill for regulating Trials 
at N. Prius, and for the more effectual ſummoning of Spe- 
cial Juries. | | 
Agreed to the Report of the following Reſolutions on 
the Supply, viz. Reſolved, That the Number of Men to be 
continued for Guards and Gariſons for 1741, he 29,033 
Men, including Commiflion and Non commiſſion Officers. 
And that 883, 189l. be granted for defray ing the Expences 
of the ſame. 

Reſolved, That 6930 Marines be continued for 1741. 
Ard that 124,05 zl. be granted for defraying the Expences 
of the ſame. F — 


Reſolved, 


ws Yu 9 
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(29) - 
Reſolved, That an additional Number of 5705 Men be Anno 14, Ges. 
raiſed for 1741, And that 116, 3221. be granted for defray- IL 4740. 
ing the Expences of the fame. by ; LYN 
Reſolved, That an additional Number of 4620 Marines 
be raiſed for 1741. And that 90,2011. be granted for de- 
fraying the Expences of the ſame. And it was moved, 
that the new-raiſed Men be incorporated into the ſtanding 
Corps, becauſe the forming them into new Regiments 
would be more burdenſome and expenſive, xc. Which 
after Debate paſſed in the Negative; Ayes 232, Noes 166. 
The 12th. Ordered, That Thomas Strangeways Horner, 
Eſq; a Member of this Houſe, be diſcharged out of Cuſtody, 
paying his Fees, hats Foe ado. 


Mr. Sandys then moved for an humble Addreſs to his Pebate on the 
Majeſty, that for the future Eaſe of his Majeſty's Sabjects, Employment 
all Officers now ſubſiſting upon Half-pay, &c. might be em- of the Hal 
-ployed in the Army, which he ſupported to this Effect. Othcers. 


S1n, 


« Tho' I have often known Motions oppoſed without Sam. 
any juſt ObjeQions, or at leaſt without any Proof of ſfoch Eſq; 
Inconveniencies -likely to ariſe from them, as were equiva- 
lent to the Advantages which they would have prpduced, 
yet I cannot but confeſs, that any Oppoſition to this will be 
unexpected and ſurpriſing; for it is, in my Opinion, ſup- 
ported by every Law of Juſtice and Humanity. If were- 
gard the Public in general, it cannot but produce ſome Alle- 
viation of the national Expence; and if we conſider the 
particular Perſons to whom it immediately relates, they 
have certainly a juſt Claim to that Regard, which it is the 
Tendency of this Motion to procure them. - 

To burthen with ſuperfluous Officers, and unneceſſary 
Expences, à People already overwhelmed with Taxes, and . 
over-run with the Dependents on the Crown, 3s ſurely to 
the higheſt Degree cruel and abſurd. And td condemn thoſe 
Men to Contempt and Penury, who have ſerved their 
Country with Bravery and Fidelity, to prefer unexperienced 
Striplings to thoſe Commiſſions, which would gladly be 
accepted by Men who have already tried their Courage in 
the Battle, and borne the Fatigues of Marches, and the 
Change of Climates, is ſurely not only to oppreſs the De- 
ſerving, and ſcatter Promotion without juſt Diſtindtion; but, 
what js yet more enormous, it is to wanton with the public 
Safety, and expoſe us to our Enemies. 

* Nor does it appear to me ſufficient, that the Veteran 
Officers be reſtored to the Commiſſions which they formerly 
enjoyed; they ought, upon an Augmentation of our Troops, 

| ; to 
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Anno 14, Geo. to be recompenced by ſome 5 for their Servi 
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| which they will ſurely fill with more 4 852 and 


and their Sufferings; the Enfign gn oug ht to become'a Lene 
t 


nant, and the — be exa o a Captain ; Stations 


School, 
© If it be reaſonable, Sir, that Expence ſhould be — 


in a Time of general Poverty; if it be politic to carry on 
War in the manner moſt likely to produce Succeſs ; if jt be 


Abilities, than Boys newly diſcharged from 


- entruſted with unexpected Authority. 


Juſt, that thoſe who have ſerved their Country ſhould be pre- 
ferred to thoſe who have no Merit to boaſt, this Motion 


cannot be rejected. 
Sir William Yonge. 


SIR, 

To the Motion now * it vil not I believe be ab- 
jected, that it is unreaſonable, or unjuſt, but that it is unne. 
ceſſary, and that is not drawn up with ſufficient Conſide 

It is unneceſſary, becauſe his Majeſty is advis d. by it to no 
other Meaſures than thoſe which he has already determined 
to purſue ; for he has declared to me, Sir, his Intention of 
conferring the new Commiſſions upon the Officers who re- 
ceive half Pay, before any other Officers ſhall be promoted, 

© The Motion appears to me not to be very attentively 
conſidered, or drawn up with great Propriety of Expreflion ; 
for it ſuppoſes all the half-pay Officers fit for the Service, 
which cannot be imagined by any Man, who conſiders that 
there has been Peace for almoſt thirty Years ; a Space of 
Time, in which many vigorous Conftitutions muſt have de- 
clined, and many who were once well qualified for Command, 
muſt be diſabled by the Infirmities of Age. Nor is the Pro- 
motion of one of theſe Gentlemen conſidered always as an 
Act of Favour, many of them have in this long Interval of 
Peace engaged in Methods of Life very little conſiſtent with 
military Employments, many of them have Families which 
demand their Care, and which they would not forſake for 


any Advantages which a new Commiſſion copld afford them, 


and therefore it would not be very conſiſtent with Humanity 
to force them into new Dangers and Fatigues, which they 
are now unable to ſup 

* With regard to bee Men, Compaſſion and Kindneſs 
ſeem to require that they ſhould be ſuffered to ſpend their few 
remaining Days without Interruption, and that the Dangers 
and Toils of their Youth ſhould be requited in their A ge with 


Eaſe and Retirement. 


© There are others who have leſs Claim to the Re 
of the Public, and who may be paſs'd by in the DID 


df 


Aer * 
oy 


EEE * 
f new Preferments without the Im 
lerit. Theſe are they who have vo N reſigned their 

ommiſſions for the ſake of Half- pay. have prefered . 
Indolence and Retreat to the Service of their Country. 

« So that it appears, that of thoſe who now ſubſiſt upon 
alf-pay, ſome. are unable to execute a Commiſſion, ſome 
lo not deſire, and ſome do not deſerve it, and with regard to 
be e remaining Part, which can be no great Number, I have 
lready declared the Intention of his Majeſty, and therefore 
annot but conclude that the Motion is needleſs.” 


Mr. Pulteney. 
S1R, 


[ware of negleRing ii 


are unhappily offered by the other, are diſcovered either to 
de needleſs or of pernicious Tendency, Whenever a Queſ- 
ion can be clouded and perplexed, the Opponents of the 
Miniſtry are always miſtaken, confuted, and in Conſequence 
of the Confutations defeated by the Majority of Votes. 


* hen Truth is too notorious to be denied, and too obvious 
ted. to be conteſted, the Adminiſtration always claim the Honour 
rely pf the firſt Diſcovery, and will never own that they were 
on; ocited to their Duty by the Remonſtrances of their Oppo- 
ice, ents, tho? they never before thoſe Remonſtrances had diſ- 
ue overed the leaſt Inteiition of performing it. 

e 0 


But that the Motion is allowed to be juſt and proper, 
is ſufficient, the Importance of it will be eaſily diſcovered. 

or my Part I ſhall always conſider that Motion as impor- 
tant, which tends to contract the Expences of the Public, to 


reſcue Merit from Neglect, and to hinder the Increaſe of 
the Dependents on the Miniſtry,” | 


vith | 

nich Sir Robert Wal pole. 

for 8 1 R, ; 

Ys There is no Temper more oppoſite to that inceſſant g; here 
* Attention to the Welfare of the Public, which is the perpe- Walpole 
ad tual Boaſt of thoſe who have ſignalized themſelves by oppo- 


ling the Meaſures of the Adminiſtration, than a Luſt of Con- 
tradition, and a Diſpoſition to diſturb this Aſſembly with 
luperfluous Debates, | 
Whether this Diſpoſition is not diſcovered in the Reply 
made to the Declaration of his Majeſty's Iritentions, and the 
Confeſſion of the Propriety of the Motion, let the Houſe de- 
termine. It muſt ſurely be confeſſed, that it is not neceſſary 
to adviſe what is already determined, N 

© Nor 


I know not by what Fatality it is, that all the Motions will. putte. 
ade by one Party are reaſonable and neceſſary, and all that ney, Eſq; 
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LWN their Age for Service, and unable to receive any Benefit 


tion of a Soldier is exempt from its Injuries.” 


_ 
M 
. * . 


| (32) 
Nor is. it leſs evident, that many of the Officers whaſe 
Intereſt is now ſo warmly ſolicited, muſt be incapacitated by 


from the Offer of new Commiſſions. To deny this, is to 
queſtion the Flux of Time, or to imagine that the Conſtitu- 


Mr. Sandys, 0 
8 1 R, x | L | 
Sam. Sandys, I am far from intending by this Motion to fill the 
Eſq Army with decrepid Officers, or to obſtruct in any manner 


Sir Robert 
Walpole. 


the Service of the Public; nor have I any other Intention, 
than to ſecure to thoſe whoſe Years permit, and whoſe 
Inclinations incite them to enter once more into the Army, 
that Preferment to which they have a Claim, not only 
from their paſt Services, but from the State of Penury and 
Obſcurity in which they have languiſhed. 

I deſire to preſerve thoſe whoſe Valour has heretofore 
made our Nation the Terror of the World, from the Mor- 
tification of ſeeing themſelves inſulted by Childhood, and 
commanded by Ignorance ; by Ignorance exalted to Autho- 
rity, by the Countenance of ſome Rhetorician of the Houſe, 
or ſome Mayor of a Borough. 

« Whoever has obſerved the late Diftribution of military 
Honours, will eaſily diſcover that they have been attained 
by Qualifications very different from Bravery, or Knowledge 
of the Art of War; he will find that Regiments and Com- 
—_ are the Rewards of a ſeaſonable Vete, and that no 

an can preſerve his Poſt in the Army, whether given him 
as the Reward of acknowledged Merit, or ſold him for the 
full Value, any longer than he employs all his Influence in 

favour of the Miniltry. | 1 


Sir Robert Walpole. 


1 

It has been already admitted, that the Motion can only 
be objeRed to as ſuperfluous, and therefore all farther Debate 
is mere Waſte of Time Without any Proſpect of Advantage, 
nor is any thing now neceſſary, but to review the Motion, 
and correct ſuch Expreſſions as may be thought inaccurate ot 
improper. 

© That all the Half-pay Officers are not able to enter 
into the Service, has been already ſhewn, and therefore ! 
ſhould imagine, that inſtead of a/l the Officers, we might 
very juſtly ſubſtitute Officers properly qualified. 
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Ste John Berbard- e 
S1R, 5 3 9 1 . {YE LYRY 
+ Tho? I-cannot diſcover the Nece ty of any Alteration, Sir John 95 
finde it cannot be conceived — the Parliament ean 21 Barnard. 
Im poſſibilities, yet ſinee fo much Accuracy is affected, it 
Tr 1 he 2 out, 


thoſe 
d by 
nefit 
18 to 
titu- 


way be allowed that t Word all ſhall be as ſeem- . 
ing to imply more than can be intended. 0 J | 
But the Honourable Gentleman is not, in my Opinion, 8 
| the o happy in his Amendment, as in his Objection; for the 
nner Words properly qualified convey to me no Gitlin& Idea. He 
tion, that is qualified, is, I ſuppoſe, properly qualified, for I never 
hoſe heard of improper Zualficdtions ; but if the Word properly 
, omitted, I have no © jetion to the Amendment.” 
only | 


Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That an humble Addreſs 

be preſented to his Majeſty, that, for the preſent and future 

Ease of his Majeſty's Subjects, he would be graciouſly pleafed 

to employ in his Army ſuch Perſons as now remain upon - © 

Half Pay, who are qualified to ſerve. his Majeſty. : | 
In a grand Committee took the Bill to probibit the Ex- 

portation of Corn, &c. into Conſideration, and after Debate, 

reſolved to proceed further on the fame on Monday next; 


tary Ayes 147, Noes 131. 8 = 

= . The 15th. Read a third Time, and paſſed the Land-Taxz- 
ge ill | I | 

Read a firſt Time, a Bill to amend the Law concerning 

t no common Recoveries ; and to explain and amend an AR 2gth 

him K. Charles II. for Prevention of Frauds and Perjuries, ſo 

the far as the ſame relates to Eſtates, per Auter Vie. 


Received the Report of his Majeſty's Anſwer to their 
Addreſs of Friday lait, viz. ** I ſhall always have a due 
&« Regard for my Half pay Officers, and ſhall employ ſuch of 
« them as are properly qualified for the Service 

Agreed to the Report of the Reſolution on Ways and 


only Means, viz. Reſolved, that the Duties on Malt. Mum, Cyder 

date and Perry, be further continued to the 24th of June, 1742. 

ae, Ordered in a Bill accordiogly. | 

jon, A Motion being made, and the Queſtion being put, that 0 


Mr. John Meres, Who was committed to the Cuſlody of the 
Serjeant at Arms, and ordered to be proſecuted by the At- 
torney General, for printing Part of a ſcandalous Libel on 
the Embargo, &c. in the Daily-Poſt, December 1ſt, 1740. 
be carried before one of the Juſtices of the Coyxt of King's 
Bench, in order to be admitted to Bail for bis Appearance 
on the firſt Day of next Term ; and when be Ms given ſuch 

VOb FL. -. F 4 Security, 


Anno 14, Geo Securi 
II. 1740. Fees: 


1 


Roy Aſſent An AQ for granting an Aid to his Majeſty by a Land-Tax 
— — — be raiſed in Great Britain for the Service of the Vear 1 741, 


(34). 
To that he be diſcharged out of Cuſtody, paying his 
t paſſed in the Negative; Ayes go, Noes 151. 

Made a further Progreſs on the Corn Bill. 
The 16th. Read a firſt Time, a Bill for continuing the 
Duties upon Malt, Mum, Cyder and Perry, for the Service 
of the Year 1741. 3 r 

Made a ſurther Progreſs on the Bill 
Time the Exportation of Corn, &c. as. c: 

The 17th. Read a ſecond Fime the Malt Bill.  - F 

In a Grand Committee went thro” the Corn Bill with ſe⸗ 
veral Amendments. ; fd ane 

Received a Petition of the Governor and Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the Levant Seas, praying 
to be heard againſt the Petition of the Ruſſia Company for 
opening a new 'Trade thro' Ruſſia to Perſia. 2 

Ordered in an Account of the Butter imported into London 
ſor ſeven Vears paſt, ending at Lady-Day, 1740. 

The 18th. Read a ſecond Time, a Bill for regulating 
Trials at M/ Prius, and for the more effectual ſummoning 
of Special Juries, and committed it for the 15th of January. 

Read a ſecond Time, a Bill to amend the Law concerning 

common Recoveries, and to amend an Act 29th K. Charles 
II. for Prevention of Frauds and Perjuries, &c. and commit- 
ted it for the 16th of January. | | 

Mr. Speaker reported, That the Houſe had attended his 
Majeſty in the Houſe of Peers, where his Majeſty was pleaſed 

to give the Royal Aſſent to 


to probibi for a limite 


Mand to one private Act. | | 
Went into a grand Committee on the Petition of the 
Nuſſia Company, &c. and examined feveral Levant Traders 
inſt the faid Petition: then came to a Reſolution thereupon, 
The 19th. Received Part of the Report on the Corn- 
Bill, and ordered the further Part to be conſidered on the 
r3th of January. | 
Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution, viz. 
Reſolved, That the opening of a Trade to and from Perſſa 
thro' Ruſſia, will be a great Advantage to this Kingdom; 
and particularly, in promoting the Conſumption of the 
Woolen-Manufactures thereof. 

Ordered in a Bill accordingly. 

Received a Petition from the City of London, complain- 
ing of the Ineffectualneſs of an Ad zd of King James I. 
for the recovering of ſmall Debts, and for the relieving of 
poor Debtors in London, And praying tor leave io bring 
** 


* 


4 


| hea , 
| . (35) 
n a Bill to explain and amend the ſame. Leave was given 1 Uhs 
ccordingly. Pg Load 7 
Peferted going into a Committee on the Malt-Bill till 
he 7th of January. 1 «Ks | As es 
Deferred going into a Committee on Ways and Means till 
he 7th of January. ; . 
W Deferred going. into a Committee on the Supply till the 
tn of January. x 
Then adjourned till the 7th of January. 
Fan. 7. Received ſeveral Petitions from Priſoners con- = © 
ned for Debt in the Jails of Lancaſter, Ivelcheſter, Exeter, 
tafford, Ludgate, Newgate, Woodſtreet and Poultry-Comp- 
rs, praying Relief, &c. which were ordered to lie on the 
Table. : 
Read a firſt time, a Bill for the more eaſy Recovery of 
mall Debts. | . 
Reſolved, Nemine contradicente, That an humble Addreſs 
preſented to his Majeſty, to congratulate his Majeſty u 
he Increaſe of the Royal Family, by her Royal Highneſs 
he Princeſs of Wales being happily delivered of a Princeſs. 
Reſolved, Nemine contradicente, That a congratulatory 
eſſage be ſent to their Royal Highneſſes the Prince and 
Princeſs of Wales, on this happy Occaſion. 
In a grand Committee went thro' the Malt Bill, with 
everal Amendments. | 
The 8th, Agreed to the Report of the Malt-Bill, and 
ordered it to be engroſſed. 
Received the Report of his Majeſty's Anſwer to their 
ongratulatory Addreſs, &c. | 

The gth. Received a Petition of the Commiſſioners for 
building a Bridge croſs the River 'Thames at Weſtminſter, 

praying for further Sums of Money to enable them to carry 
Won the ſame. Referred to a Committee. 
The 12th. Read a third time, and paſſed the Malt-Bill ; 
ordered it to the Lords. | 
Received a great Number of Papers, &c. ordered to be 
addreſſed for on the 26th of November laſt. 
Agreed to the Report of the following Reſolutions on the Several Defci- 
Supply, viz Reſolved, that 26251. 4s. 3d. be granted to encies made 
make good the Deficiency of the general Fund for the Year 8994 
ending at Michaelmas 1740. | 
That 5d211. 108. 1d. be granted, to replace to the Sink- 
ing · Fund the like Sum paid out of the ſame, to make 
the Deficiency of the additional Stamp-Duties at Chriſimas 
1739 
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8 IThat 20,0001. be granted to replace to che Sjaking: Fund 


the like Sum paid out of the ſame to the Bank of Kugland, 
far one Year's Intereſt of 500,000). lent on * the 
Salt. Duty, towards the Supply of the Year 1735 

That 237111. 8s. 6d. be granted toreplace ke Sig 
Fund, the like*Sum paid out of the fame, to make good 
Deficiency of the Duty of 128. per Barrel on Seett, thc 
at Michaelmas 1739. 

The 13th. Read a firſt time, à Bill for opening a Trade 
to and from Perſia thro' Ruſſia. 

Read a ſecond time, a Bill for the more eaſy Recovery of 
ſmall Debts. 

The Houſe made a further Progreſs on the Report of the 
Corn-Bill, and confidered ſeveral Petitions concerning the 
ſame. 

The 14th. Received a Petition of the Royal African 


Company of England, praying for a further Supply. Qr- 


dered that ſeveral Eſtimates relating to the ſame be laid 
before the Houſe. 

Made a further Progreſs on the Report of the Corn - Bill. 

The 15th. The Houte finiſhed the Report of the Corn 
Bill, and ordered it to be engroſſed. 

T he 16th. A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being 
put, That leave be given to bring in a Bill te explain and 
amend an Act paſſed lait Seſſion to reſtrain the exceſſive Ju- 
creaſe of Horſe Races; it paſled in the Negative, on 2 
Diviſion, Ayes 15, Noes 158. 

Received a Petition of the Dean and Chapter of St. Pe- 
ter's, Weſtminſter, pray ing for a farther Sum towards the 
Repairs of the ſaid Cathedral. Referred to the Committee 
en the Supply. 

In a grand Committee went thro the Bill to amend the 
Law concerning common Recoveries, and to explain an AR 
29th King Charles II. for Prevention of Frauds and Perju- 
Ties, ſo faras the ſame relates to Eltates, per auter Vie, with 
ſeveral Amendments. 

The 19th. The Houſe proceeded to the hearing of the 
Petition of John Dodd, Eſq; complaining of an undue Elec- 
tion and Return of William Strode, Eſq; for the Borough 
of Reading, in Berkſhire; and the Counſel were called in, 
and ſeveral Witneſſes for the Petitioner were examined at 
the Bar of the Houſe; after which, the Counſeb on both 
Sides were directed to withdraw. 

Deferred the Call of the Houſe to the 3d of February... 

'Che 26th. Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be. pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, for a Lift of ſuch Commiſſion and 
Warrant Officers as are now upon Half-pay in the Navy, 

together 


| ( 37 ) 
doether with an Account of their re 
. af their firſt Commiſſions, a 


how long and how 
Received a Petition of divers Merchants, and Owners of 
hips, praying for leave to bring in a Bill for explaining 
ad amerging an AQ 12th of Queen Anne, for providing a 
ablic Reward for ſuch Perſon or Perſons, asſhall diſcover the 
ongitude at Sea: And the fame was referred to a Com- 
tee. | | 
Heard Counſel further on the Merits of the Reading 
leftion ; and ſeveral Witpeſſes were tallcd in, and exa- 
zined, in order to diſqualify the Votes for the fitting Mem- 
er. Then the Cquniel on both Sides were directed to 
ithdraw. 
The 21ſt. Received an Account, ſhewing how the Money 
iven for the Service of the Year 1740, batn been diſpoſed 
f, diſtinguiſhed zunder the ſeveral Heads, until the 19th of 
anuary, 1740-41, and the Parts thereof remaining unſatis- 
ed, with the Overplus thereon. | 
Receiyed a Petition of the Painters of Fan. Mounts in and 
out the Cities of London and Weltminſter, ſetting forth, 
hat about three Years ago, ſeveral Perſons procured Cop- 
er-Plates for the printing of Fan-Mounts, by which means 
any of the Artilts are reduced to the utmoſt Diſtreſs for 
ant of Employment ; that one Engraver and two Painters 
e able to furniſh more printed Fan- Mounts in a Month's 
ime, than this Kingdom makes uſe of ina Year; and one 
Perſon employed in the waſhing of theſe printed Fan- 
ounts, will colour more in three Days than one Painter 
an paint in a quarter of a Vear: That by the Introduction 
f printed inſtead of well painted Mounts for Fans, the Are 
df painting Fan- Mounts, Which was brought to great Per- 
ection, is greatly diſcouraged, and the Exportation of Fans, 
With painted Mounts, which brought into this Kingdom 
large Sum of Money annually, almoſt entirely loſt to 
reat Britain: And therefore praying the Houſe to grant 
hem ſuch Relief, as to them ſhall ſeem meet. Referred to 
Committee. 


wg Read a firſt time, a Bill to render the Laws more e ffectual 
1 in, or preventing the ſtealing and deltroying the Sheep and 
d at dther Cattle. 


Received a Petition of the Truſtees for eſtabliſhing the 
dlony of Georgia in America, praying for a farther Sum of 


"Ks loney, &c. Relerred to the Committee on the Supply. 

pre- Received ſeveral Eitimates of Accounts. | 

* The 22d. William Cooley, (Who was committed to New- 
avy, zate on December the ſecond, for being the Author and Pub- 
ther liſher 


fren they have been employed, to he laid before the Houſe, SW VV 


(63890 


Anno 14, Geo liſher of a malicious and ſcandalous Libel, entitled Confide. 


II. 1740. 


Proceedings 
on the Rad- 
ing Election. 


rations upon the Embargo on Proviſion of Vitual ) way 
brought to the Bar, and having upon his Knees received a 
Reprimand from Mr. Speaker, was ordered to be diſcharged 
out of Cuſtody, paying his Fees. e 

Read a firſt time, a Bill to explain and amend an Act zd of 
King james I. for the Recovery of Small Debts, and for the 
relieving of poor Debtors in London. | 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill to amend the Law con- 
cerning common Recoveries, and to explain and amend an 
Act 29th of King Charles II. for Prevention of Frauds and 
Perjuries, c. Ordered it to be engroſſet. 

Agreed to the Report of yelterday's Reſolutions on the 
Supply, viz. | 

Relolved, That 184,6911. 105s.,10d, be granted to his Ma. 
jeſty for the Ordinary of the Navy, including Half-pay - to 
Sea Officers for 1741. | . | 

That 1 5, 225]. 3s. 7d. be granted for the Charge of the 
Office of Ordnance for Land Service fo! 1741. 

That 76,0711. 18. 4d. be granted for deſraying the extra- 
ordinary Expence of the Office of Ordnance for Land Service, 
not provided for by Parliament. 

That 266,5 121. 16s. 5d. be granted for maintaining the 
Forces in the Plantations, Minorca, Gibraltar, Georgia, &c. 
for 1741. | | 

That 4000]. be granted towards repairing the Collegiate 
Church of St. Peter's, Weſtminſter. 

The 23d. Heard Counſel farther on the Merits of the 
Reading Election: And in order to qualify ſome Perſons who 
voted for the ſitting Member,. Thomas Houſe produced a 


Certificate figned by two Juſtices of the Peace; and the 


Counſel for the fitting Member having objected to the Ad- 
miſſion of that Paper in evidence, the Hand-writing of the 
iaid Juſtices not being proved; and the Counſel for the Peti- 
tioner having been heard by way of Reply: The Counſel on 
both Sides were directed to withdraw. N 

After Debate, it was Reſolved, That a Paper dated 29th 
March, 1728, purporting to be a Certificate from the Pariſh 
of Woodley in the County of Berks, to the Pariſh of St, 


Lawrence in the Borough of Reading, ſigned by two Juſtices 


of the Peace, allowing the ſaid Certificate, and now produced 
by Thomas Houſe, who acts for his Brother as an Overſeer of 
the Poor of the ſaid Pariſh of St, Lawrence, be admitted to 
be read in Evidence, altho' the Hand- writing be not proved: 
On a Diviſion, Ayes 145, Noes 144. | 

The 24th. Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill to 


The e Bil prohibit for a Time therein limited, the Exportation of 


Fa ſled. 


Corn, 


* 


(39) 


Biſcuit, Starch, Beef, Pork aud Bacon; and ordered it to the 
TI. 

| Read a ſecond time the Bill for preventing Sheep- ſtealing, 
&c. 4 


— 


be laid before this Houſe Copics of two particular Letters 
aevritten by hisMajefty's Secretary of State to Admiral Had- 
deck, whith had Jed Adarefjed for before, and of the Letters 
received from Admiral Ogle mentioned therein; together with 
all Letters written by Admiral Haddock to either of bis Ma- 
jeſty's Secretaries of State, concerning the ſaid Letters, and 
the Execution of the Orders contained therein. 


SIR, | 


fairs, the Expence and Innefficacy of our Military Prepara- 
tions, the Appearance of Negligence in our Naval Expedi. 
tions, and the general Diſappointment of the Hopes which 
the Nation had conceived of ViRories, Vengeance, and Re- 
parations, can, in my Opinion, doubt the Expediency of the 
Motion which I have taken the Liberty to make. 

When the Expedations of the Nation are deceived, it 
certainly becomes thoſe who are deputed to watch over the 
Proſperity of the Public, to enquire whence the Diſappoint- 
ment proceeds, and either to inform their Conflituents that 
their Uncaſineſs ariſes from their own Error, and that their 
Hopes are deſtroyed becauſe they had no rational Foundation; 
or to detect the weak Management of thoſe by whem the 
pubiic Meaſures have been ill conducted, or the national 
Treature has been miſapplied. 

* With regard, Sir, to the preſent War, I know not how 
the Nation can be charged with having formed unreaſon- 
able Expectations. If they conſidered the Speech from the 
Throne as the moſt authentic Declaration of the Intentions 
of the Government, they found there the warmeſt Reſentment 
of the Injuries which they had ſuſtained, and the ſtrongeſt 
Aſſurances of a vigorous Proſecution of all thoſe Mealures 
winch might produce ſpeedy Recompence and inviolable 
Security. 

* If they reflect, Sir, on the Preparations for War, on the 
Multitude of Ships, the Demand of Materials for Naval 
Equipments, and the high Prices at which Workmen were 

| | retained 


Corn, Grain, (Rice exce ) Meal, Malt, Flour, Bread, Anno 14, 


Then Mr. Waller offered the following Motion in Writing, Motion for 
That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he two Letters 


ail be graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions that there may _ 104 — 


Which Motion be ſupported to the following Effed, — 
ereon. 


No Man who conſiders the preſent Situation of our Af Mr. Waller. 


| 4) 
Anno r4, Geo retained, they could not but imagine that either ſote 
IL 1. ty Attempt was defighed, or ſome formidable Enemy di 
and as they know not whom they had to fear, they aſcribe! 
the Vigour of our Proceedings to a Reſolation of — - 
our Enemies by one fatal Blow, and reeiiabliſhiog our Na 
Dominion by a fingle Effort. 
And juftly, Sir, might they indulge this Tm 
on, with Rea ſon mig ht they anticipate a l 
an — whoſe Strength beats no Proportion to the Fore 
that was ſitted out apaiaft them, and expect 2 
Months they ſhould ſee the Embaſladors of Spain'fupy 
ting for Peace. 

7 To nile their Expectatiom yet higher, their Trade 
ſuſpended by an Embargo, long continued, and in the ſtrife 
Manner enforced, and the Imprefles were let Tooſe upon the 
Sailors ; they faw nothing omitted, however grievous to the 
Nation, that cou'd contribute to make it formidable, 
bore Part of the Miſeries of War witheut Impatience, i 
Hopes of being rewarded by my Glory, and repaid | 
the Plunder of Spain. 

But, Sir, when ſo long a Time has elapſed, and no Ac 
count is brought, of either a ViRory or a Battle, when the 
hear nothing but that our Fleets have viſncd ſeveral 
tral Ports, and thoſe of the Enemy failed onmolefied fron 
Coait to Coaſt, and when they are every Day told cf the 
Lofies of our Merchants, who are inſulted in our owh Chatir 
by the Spaniſh Privateers, and receive ao Relations of « 
Succ<ſs upon the Sores of our Enemies, can it be 
that they ſuſpect the Reality of our Defigns, or 
wherce it proceeds that their Money has been waſted, then 
Trace interrupted, and the Liberty of their Fellow. Suben 
invaded to no Purpoſe ? "I 

But how moch more juſtly, Sir, are they inflamed whe 
they hear of the lacky Stratagems, or daring — | 
thoſe Enemies, which 2 juſt Senſe of their own Saperiori 
bad induced them to confider as vanquiſhed before the B 
tle, and of whom they had no Apprehenfions but that t 
Cowardice would always fecure them from Ven 
How jaftly may they murmur when they read that our Flee 
teave every Part of de Frey: Coaſt where their lent 
is neceſſary. and have afforded the Spaniards an Opportoath 
of changing one Port for another, as it 5 mot com eri 
and at lengtù of joining the French Squadrons, and fail 
to the Deience of their American Dominions. 

May they not juſtly, Sir, require of their Repreſe 
ſome Reaſon for fech inexphcable Condes ? May they u. 
reaſorably demand an Account of the Arguments \ : 


_ -. 
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;rocured their Approbation of Meaſures, which, ſo far as Anno14, Geo 
hey can be examined by thoſe who have no Opportunity II. 1740- 

f peruſing the neceſſary Papers, appear either cowardly or 

zacherous ? * 

And what Anſwer, Sir, can we return to ſuch Remon- 
rances, unleſs this Motion be agreed to? How can we a 
aſe the Diſcontents of our Conſtituents, or diſcharge the 
raft repoſed in us, without a very mingte and attentive 
1quiry into Queitions thus obſcure, and thus important. 
Are we are to tell our Conſtituents, that we abſo 

ly upon the Prudence and Fidelity of the Miniftry and 
dmirals, and recommend to them the ſame implicit Depen- 
arce? Are we to confeſs that we have now for two Seflions 
oted in the dark, and approved what we were not ſuffered 
> examine and urderſland? 

Suach Anſwers, Sir, to Queſtions ſo reaſonable, will not 
ontribute to increaſe the Veneration of the People either 
pr ourſelves, or our Conſtitution; and yet this Anſwer, and 
his only, they can receive from us, if the Papers men- 
joned in the Motion I have made are denied.” 


Mr. Clutterbuck. 


S18, 


This Motion, tho' ſo warmiy urged, and fo artfully, Cutter 
upported, I can conũder only as a Repetition of a former buck 
otion which was approved by this Aﬀembly, ſo far 2s it 
duid properly be complied with, nor was any Paper then 
oncealed which it would not have been an Injury to the 
lation to have divulged. 
If the Deſign of this Motion be to promote the Succeſs 
f the preſent War, and the Zeal, with which it bas been 
reſſed, be incited only by the Ardour of true Patriotiſm, I 
oubt not but it will eaſily be withdrawn, by thoſe who are 
ow moſtly inclined to ſupport it, when they ſhall reflect 
hat it tends to the Diſcovery of our Schemes, and to the 
Dverthrow of our Deſigns, that it will expoſe all our Con- 
altztions to our Enemies, and inſtruct them how to annoy 
with moſt Succeſs, and how to ſhelter themſelves from our 
It is the firſt Care, dir, of every Adminiſtration, that 
eir military Deſigus ſhould only be diſcovered by the 
cution of them, and that their Enemies, by being obliged 
d gars all Parts, ſhoa'd be weak in all: If by laying cur 
pers before this Hcuie, the Spaniards ſhould come to be 
formed againſt what Part of their Dominions our Expe- 
tons are deſigaed, will they not increaſe their Strength, 
nprove their Fortifcations, and double their Vigilance ? 
Yor. VII. G 22d 
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Anno 14, Ceo. and if we ate thus obliged to form new Schemes, muſti we not a 

L. 1740 impute, the Deſeat of the former to our own, ent 

V Zeal, oc unſeaſonable Curioſity 7 47.1 | 

Mr. Sandys. _ Ts. ; 

. g | „ ca buf f 

Sam. Sandys, That we ſhould demand the Schemes laid for the future | 
Eſq; Conduct of the War with Spain was never propoſed, nor, as 


it may reaſonably be concluded, ever imagined; for what is 
mentioned in, the Motion but the, Papers relating to the 
Tranſactions of the two laſt Years ? $1 
That ut ſhould be neceſſary to remind Gentlemen of the 
Difference between the future and the paff, would hardly be 
ſuſpected by any Man not accuſtomed to parliamentary Con- 
troverſies and Artifices of State; and yet in the Argument 
which has been offered againſt the Motion, nothing has been 
aſſerted, but that the Orders relating to paſt Tranſactions are 
not to be laid before us, leſt the Enemy ſhould thereby gain 
Intelligence of what we now defign againſ} them. | 
* The Neceſſity of Secrecy. in War needs not to be urged, 
becauſe it will not be denied; but when Deſigns have been 
laid, and miſcarried, the Reaſons of that Miſcarriage may 
ſure'y be enquired into without Danger of betraying the 
Councils of our Country. 5 | 
If the Negligence of our Councils, and the Miſcondu& 
of our Commanders has been ſuch, that no Defigns have 
been premeditated; if a War has been carried on by Chance, 
and nothing has ſucceeded becauſe nothing has been attempt- 
ed; if our Commanders have not done ill, and have only 
done nothing; if they have avoided Loſs by avoiding Dan- 
ger, we may ſurely enquire to whom fuch Proceedings are 
to be in puted, whether the Defeat of our Deſigns is tò be 
charged upon the Strength of the Enemy, or the Cowardice 
of cur Officers; or whether the Inactivity and apparent 
Neutrality of our Forces is occaſioned by the Negligence of 
our Admirals, vr the Irreſolution of our own Miniſtry. 
There have been, Sir, many Incidents in theſe two laſt 
Years, of which the Examination can be of very little: Ad- 
vantage to the Spaniards; I do not know what pernicious 
Intelligence they can glean from an Enquiry into the Rea. 
ſons for which Haddock's Fleet was divided, and Ogle ſent 
to the Defence of Minorca, or for which he afterwards 
returned. 85 : 
Nor can I conceive that any, Advantage, except that of 
Merriment and Diverſion, can be thrown into the Hands of 
our Enemies, tho* we ſhould ſeriouſly enquire into what n0 
Man has yet pretended to underſtand, the wonderful 9 
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(3) 
dwelt long enough with that Admiration Which Tynorance 


to enable us to reaſon. | as | 

This is an Affair perhaps much better underſtood by our 
Enemies than by ourſelves, and ſurely we cannot therefore 
be afraid of informing them of it; at leaſt ſince the Fleet 
has long ſince ſailed out and left their Coaſt, we can hardy 


ure Deſigns. . 2050075 td long bie 
If therefore it be the unconteſtable Right of the Houſe 
to examine the Conduct of public Affairs, which I ſuppoſe 
will ſcarcely be denied, this Motion cannot be rejected as 
unſeaſonable, nor can the Papers be refuſed without increaſ- 
ing thoſe Suſpicions which already are too prevalent through- 
out the Nation. | | 

Nor indeed, for our own ſakes, ought we to delay this 
Enquiry any longer, leſt by having long acted without bei 
accountable, the Miniſter ſhould form a Preſcription again 
our Privilege, and in Time tell us in plain Terms that we are 
his Slaves, and that we are not to preſume to carry our Exa- 
minations, however ſolemn and important they may conti- 
nue to appear, further than he ſhall be pleaſed to permit; 
and that whatever may be the Opinion of the People that 
depute us, or whatever antient Claims we may plead to 
Authority, we are now to conſider ourſelves only as the 


Oppreſſors of the Nation, and the Panegyriſis of the Court.“ 


Mr. Horatio Walpole. 


S1R, 8 
© It cannot be denied to be reaſonable that all thoſe 


without Injury to the Public. Of this Namber we may 


Time of their Departure is fixed, and many others which 
may be of Uſe to inform the Houſe, but cannot enable the 
Enemy to judge either of our Force, or our Deſigns, 

But it is evident that there muſt be others included in 
this Motion, which onr Regard for the Succeſs of the War, 
and the Proſperity of our Country, ought to determine us to 
conceal, and ſuch as are never expoſed by any Adminiſtra- 
tion ; it is therefore proper to limit the Addreſs to Papers of a 
certain kind, or a certain Date, which may be conſidered by 
the Houſe without Benefit to our Enemies, and for the Exa- 
mination of which a Day or two will be more than ſufficient.” 


G 2 Mr. 


de reſtrained in our Enquiries by the Fear of diſcovering our 


II. 17 40. 


Walpole. 


juſtly imagine the Orders ſent to the Admirals, in which the 


of the Spaniſh Squadron. A Tranſaction on which we, had Anno 14, Ge 
produces, and on which it may not be improper at length 


ſhould be laid before the Houſe which can be communicated N Horatio 
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«> 247 N 


Anno 14, Gro ot. Palteney. | W „ 
1 FR — . 
Mr. Pulteney. 


81 a 3 g 1 42 N Ah ε,ꝗjz 
* I know not what Number of Papers the Wiſdom '6f 
the Adminiſtration will allow us, but, if we judge by the 


Time propoſed to be ſpent in Examination, we ſhall not be 


diſt racted with a great Diverſity of Subjects; Intelligenet 
will be very penuriouſly dealt out, and if we ſubmit to their 
Choice of the Writings, which ſhall be laid before us, our 
Enquiry will probably end without any Diſcoveries made 
either by our Enemies, or ourſelves. | | 

« But, I hope, Sir, we ſhall not be ſo cheaply ſatisfied, nor 
expoſed by the Fear of one Enemy, to the Inſolence of an. 
other. I hope we ſhall reſolutely continue our Demands of 
Information, while a ſingle Line is concealed, from which 
any Light can be expected. A 

There may indeed be Circumſtances in which our De- 
mands, however loud, will neceſſarily be vain. It is not 
impoſſible that we may ſuſpect thoſe Tranſactions of deep 
Art, and ſecret Contrivance, which have been the Conſe- 
quences of mere Indolence, and Want of Conſideration. 
Our great Miniſters have been, perhaps, only doing nothing, 
—— we have imagined that they were working out of 
Sight, WOE. 

K Miſled, Sir, by this Notion, we may call for the Orden 


that have been diſpatched in thefe two laſt Years, when per- 


haps our Secretaries of State have been fattening on their 
Salaries, without Employment, and have ſlept without Care 
and without Curioſity, while we have been congratulating 
ourſelves upon their Vigilance for our Preſervation. 

Or if Orders have been given, it is to be conſidered, 
that the End of inſpecting Orders is to compare them with 
the Conduct of the Admirals to whom they were directed; 
from this Compariſon I doubt not but many Gentlemen 
expect uncommon Diſcoveries ; but to check all unreaſonable 
Hopes before they have taken Poſſeſſion of their Hearts, for 
unreaſonable Hopes are the Parents of Diſappointment, 1 
think it proper to remind them, that to draw any Conclu- 
ions from the Orders, it is neceſſary to underſtand them. 

This Conſideration alone is ſufficient to repreſs the Ar. 
dour of Enquiry, for every Man that has had Opportunities 
of knowing the wonderful Accompliſhments of our Mini- 
ſtry, the Depth of their Deſigns, the Subtilty of their Stra- 
tagems, and the Cloſeneſs of their Reaſoning, will eaſily 
conceive it probable that they might ſend ſuch Orders as 
none but themſelves could underſtand; and what then will be 


the Conſequence of ouridle Curioſity, but, that we may be led 


into 


(45) 


„e rabyrinth of endleſs Conjectures? For we have long Anno 14,Geb. 
* — 1 that no Explanations are to — 5 II. 17.46. 
219 at our Miniſtry are too wiſe to diſcover their Secrets to 
m of heir Enemies. een. a | 
"the Let us, therefore, examine the naked Facts, which have 

ot be ien within our Obſervation, and endeavour to inform our- 


Ives of the Meaning of theſe ſecret Orders by the Execution 
them. "If 
Admiral Ogle was diſpatched from Haddock's Fleet to 
otet Minorca, and in his Abſence the Spaniſh Squadron 
iled away. Perhaps he was ordered to watch Ferrol and Mi- 
orca at the ſame time, and not underſtanding how that was 
> be done, neglected what was to be done, neglected one 


is of art of his Charge by an Attention to the other ; as a Watch- 
hich an who ſhould be emplqyed to guard at once the Bank in 


ondon and the Treaſury in Weſtminſter. 
« Admiral Norris, Sir, ſailed lately forth, I ſuppoſe in pur- 
ance of Orders, with a very formidable Fleet, and after 


Jeep aving loſt Sight for ſome Days of the Britiſh Coaſt, failed 
«is. ack again with great Precipitation. Whether his Orders, 
od. ere only to ſail forth, or whether when he examined them 
ing, arther he could not underſtand them, I pretend not to deter- 
t 0 nine; but it may reaſonably be imagined that his Orders 


ere of the ſame kind with thoſe of our other Admirals, be · 
auſe they produced the ſame Conſequences. 

I have been told that formerly our Commanders were 
rdered to burn, fink, and deftroy ; and that in thoſe Times 
t was not uncommon for a Britiſh Admiral to do much Miſ- 
hief with a ſtrong Fleet; but it is evident that the Stile is 
Ince changed, for Admirals are now very inoffenſive, and 
go out only to come back. I therefore think the Motion 
ighly neceſſary, and ſuch as ought to be complied with.“ 


Admiral Norris, 


S1n, 


idicule, and what I have not deſerved I will not bear. 
If any Gentleman in this Houſe can accuſe me of having 
eglected my Duty or deſerted it, let him not ſpare Inſults or 
nvectives, let him now expoſe my Cowardice or my Care- 
eſſneſs, let him prove me unworthy of Truſt or of Command, 
* But my own Conſcience acquits me, and I defy any Man, 
o produce and ſupport his Accuſation; nor can you, Sir,“ 
vho have thus contemptuouſly treated me, alledge any Thing 


| . againit 
* Addreſſing himſelf to Mr. Pultemey. - 1 


9 * 


I am not conſcious, that my Conduct in any Part of my Admiral 
ife has expoſed me to be juſtly treated with Contempt and Norris. 
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Anno 14, Geo. againſt me that may juſtify your Neglect of Decency:; + 
IF 1749. you have tranſgrefſed the Rules of Decency is the ſoſteſt 
ure that your Behaviour admits, and I think it may, wi 

| _ Propriety, be aſſerted, that you have broken the La 

of Juſtice.” | 6.0% os . | 
7 5 FR x Fl 
Will. Pulte. I ſhall ſubmit to you, and all who hear me, Whether 
ney, Eid; have treated the honourable Gentleman's Name with un 
contemptuous Freedom of Speech. The uſaal Metha 
of mentioning an Expedition, is that of naming the Com 
mander, who is not thereby neceſſarily included in the Cen 
ſure of an unſucceſsful Attempt, and I am very far from e 

ling his Courage, and Capacity ipto Queſtion, 

. Not that 1 ſhall ever think it neceſſary to make an Apt 
logy for eæpreſſing my Sentiments with Freedom as a Mem 
ber of this Houſe, in which I ſhall always ſpeak what 
think, and in what Manner it ſhall appear to me moſt proper 
ncr ſhall I fear to repeat without Doors what I ſay here. 

Sir Robert Walpole. 8 : 
:Þ #6, | | 
Sir Robert As I am not acquainted with any Meaſores pur ſued | 
Walpole. the Adminiſtration which it is their particular Intereſt . 
conceal, I am defirous that all Papers ſhould be laid befor 
the Houſe which will not afford our Enemies any Oppot 
tunity of obviating our Deſigns. 
What Neceflity there is for this Addreſs, I cannot indeet 
diſcover, becauſe I know not any Foundation for Suſpicio 
of either Negligence or Treachery, which have been bot 
inſinuated in this Debate. 5 8 
Nor are the Miniſtry, however ludicrouſly their Abilitie 
have been treated, afraid of diſcovering their Ignorance by 
laying before the Houſe the Orders which they have give 
to our Admirals, Orders of which they are far from doubtiny 
that they will appear, upon a candid Examination, rationi 
and proper. | l 
The chief Objection to this Motion ariſes from its Un- 
ſeaſonableneſs, and the Neceſſity which it will produce « 
aſſigning to a fruitleſs Enquiry thoſe Hours that may it 
more uſefuily employed.” 


Mr. Pit. 


SIR, 
Mr. Pit. « Tt is my Opinion, that our Time cannot be more uſefully 
employed during a War, than examining how wr hy 
| uctes, 


. 


CWP: | 
2dufted, and ſettling the Degree of Confidence that may Anno14, Geo- 
repoſed in thoſe to whoſe Care are entruſted our Reputa-. II. 177. 
2s, our Fortunes, and our Lives. Cay, 
« There is not any Enquiry, Sir, of more Importance than 
3; it is nota Queſtion about an uncertain Privilege, or a 
w, which if found inconvenient may hereafter be repealed ;- 
are now to examine whether it is probable” that we ſhall — 
ſerve our Commerce and our Independance, or whether 
are ſinking into Subjection to a foreign Power. 

But this Enquiry, Sir, will produce no great Information, 
hoſe whoſe Conduct is examined, are allowed to ſelect the 
idence. For what Account will they exhibit but ſuch as 
ve often already been laid before us, and ſuch as they now 
er without Concern. Accounts obſcure and fallacious, 
perſect and coufuled ; from which nothing can be learned ; 
d which can never entitle the Miniſter to Praiſe, tho' they 
y ſcreen him from Puniſhment.” 


Mr. Pelham. 
Six, 


© I am confident that no man engaged in the Adminiſtra- Mr. Pelham. 
on, deſires to be ſcreened from the molt rigorous Enquiry, 

would defer to. exhibit rhe Papers a Moment for any 

er Reaſon than his Regard for the Public. | 

I am confident, that nothing could ſo much contribute 

advance the particular and diſtin Intereſt of the Miniſtry 

the Publication of all the Writings that relate to the pre- 
nt War, by which it would inconteſtably appear, that no- 

ing has been omitted that could promote our Succeſs, that 

ar Commanders have been ſent out with Orders to act with 

e utmoſt Vigour, and that our Preparations have not been 
[proportioned to the Importance of our Defigns. 

It will appear that no former Miniſtry have given 

eater Proofs of their Zeal for the. publie-Intereſt, or have 

ore ſteadily purſued the moſt proper Meaſures by which it 

ight be advanced. : 

Jam not indeed certain that thoſe who now call ſo loudly 

r Information would be prevailed on by any Degree of 
dence. to ſuſpend their Cenſures. Them, who are now 

fatisfied, I ſhall deſpair of influencing by Reaſon or Teſti- 

Pony; for they ſeem to enquire only to condemn ; nor is 
11s Motion perhaps made ſo much for the ſake of obtaining 

dformation, as of harraſſing the Miniſtry with Delays and 


ſpending Affairs of greater Importance. 


Ordered an Addreſs to His Majeſty, ſor Copies of the 
ä Letters 


( 48) 
Anno 14,Geo. Letters written to and received ſrom the Admitals, Haddock 
II. 120. and Ogle, in 1739 and 1740, to be laid before them. 
WY YE: Alto fer a Copy of the Reaſons ſent by Admiral Caven- 
' diſh, in Purſuance of an Order from the Admiralty, Oftober 

the 12th, 1740, that had retarded the failing of Sir Chalo- 
ner Ogle's Squadron, ſo much beyond Expectation. 
Alſo for a Copy of the Reaſons tranſmitted by Sir Cha- 
loner Ogie, in Purſuance of an Order from the Duke of 
Newcaitle, October the 23d, 1740, that did prevent him 
from ſailing purſuant to his repeated Orders for that Pur. 
Poſe ; and particularly to thoſe ſent him by the Commiſ- 

fioners of the Admiralty, on the 14th of October, 1740. 
Heard Counſel farther on the Merits of the Reading 
Election, and ſeveral Witneſſes were examined; and the 
Reſolution of the Houſe of the 4th of December, in the 7th 
of Queen Anne was read, whereby it was reſolved, That 
ſuch Perſons as had within two Years laſt received Ken- 
drick's Charity, or any other annual Charity, diſtributed in 
the ſaid Borough, had not a Right to vote in Elections of 

Burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid Borough. 

The 27th. Read a firſt time, a Bill for licenſing the Im- 
* portation of Victual from Ireland, and other Parts beyond 

the Seas into Scotland, in Time of Dearth and Scarcity. 
Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill to amend the Law 
concerning common Recoveries; and to explain and amend 
an Act 29th of King Charles II. for Prevention of Frauds 
and Perjuries, ſo far as the ſame relates to Eſtates, per auter 

Vie; ordered it to the Lords. ; 
Debate on tke Read a firſt time, a * Bill for the Encouragement and In- 
fecond Read- creaſe of Seamen, and for the better and ſpeedier manning 
85 of the his Majeſty's Fleet. And a Motion being made for its be- 
an en's Bill. ing read a ſecond time, it occaſioned the following D 


* A— — 


* Toe Heads of the ſaid Bill were as follows: ** That 
every able Seaman ub ſhall bade woluntarily ſerved on board 
the Rozal Navy the Space cf Years, Gall be entitled to 
the yearly Penſion of „until he Gall be provided 
for in the Ra Hoſpital for Seamen. Wat the Widow of 
every Seaman, under the Degree f a Warrant or Commiſſun- 
Officer, who entered voluntarily, and was Killed or drowned in 
the Service, ſhall receive a Sum of Money, equivalent to ont 
Year's Wages of ſuch Seaman. That the Fuftices of Peact, 
Sc. ſhall, upon proper Application. iſſue out Warrants to the 
Conſtables, Headboroughs, &c. to ſearch, by Day or Night, fir 
ell ſuch Stamen or Sea faring men as ſhall withdraw or 5 
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Mr. Gibbon, SRD) - GI 
S1n, * * 


I have been always taught that the diſtinguiſhing Feli Mr Gibbon. 
city of this Nation is general Liberty, Liberty not confined Debate - 
to the higheſt Claſſes of Men, but diffuſed thro' the whole 
Body of the People: For the Preſervation of this, our An- 
ceſtors have ſtruggled in every Age; and for this only are 

Vol. VII. 3 the 


2 


ceal tbemſelves wwithin their reſpectius TFuriſdifions, That 
the Conflables, &fc. ſhall bring ſuch Perſons as they ſhall ap- 
prebend before the Fuftices, fc. who, upon finding them to be 
ſuch Seamen or Sea-faring-men, ſball cauſe them to be delivered 
over to the Perſons appointed to receive aud conduct them, to be 
conveyed into bis Majeſty's Sea Service. That in making ſuch 
general Search, it Gall be lawful for the ſaid Officers ap- 
pointed to make the ſame, to enter any Houſe where they ſball 
ſuſpet ſuch Seamen to be concealed; and if Entrance be not 
readily admitted them, then to force open the Doors of ſuch 


. 


1 
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m- a 

»nd Houſe, in order to make fuch Search. That fuch Conſt ables, 
; &c. ſhall appear before the ſaid Juſtices, fc. and give Ac- 
AW count of the Execution of the respective Warrants and Pre- 
end cepts to them directed; and the ſaid Fuftices ſhall be empow. 
uds ered to puniſh them for any Neglect, Connivance, or other Of 
ter fence in the Performance of his Majeſtys Services in the Pre- 


miſſes. That the Conflable, or other Officer, ſhall have as 

a Reward for diſcovering and ſecuring ſuch Seamen. That 

whoever ſhall preſume to harbour or conceal any ſuch Seaman, 

or *wilfully do any thing to hinder or fruſtrate the Search, or 

entice any Seaman to run away from bis Conductor, for every 

ſuch Offence ſhall That the Fuſtices 

of the Peace, &c, Gall exhibit an Account of the Names of 

the ſeveral Perſons brought before them, with the Place where, 

the Time when, and the Officers by whom ſuch Perſons were 

impreſſed; and of the Condufors to whom ſuch Perſons vere 

delivered, That a Regiſter ſhall be appointed to be kept in the 

Navy or Admiralty-Office, where the Names of every Perſon 

þ impreſſed ſhall be entered, and the Ship they were to jerwe 
in, that ſo it may appear if ſuch Perſon was actually entered, 

in his Majeſty's Service, and continues in the ſame. That the 

Ad paſſed in the firfl Year of bis preſent Majefly, for encou- ; 
raging Seamen to enter into his Majeſty's Service, whereby 

no Seaman in the ſaid Service can be arreſſed for a Debt under 

20/. ſhall fo far take Effe, and be in Force in the Kingdom 

of lreland, from March the 25th, 1741. ' 
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(50) 
moſt without Complaint. While we preſerve, or fancy that 


we preſerre, our Liberty, we look without Envy on the 
Pewer, the Wealth, and Proſperity of the Slaves of arbi- 


trary Monarchs, We account no Man proſperous whoſe 


Happineſs does not depend upon his own Conduct, and ſhould 
think it Folly to heap Wealth together, which might be 


taken away without our Conſent. For fear of loſing this. 


great Privilege, we have endeavoured, at an immenſe Ex- 
nce, to prevent the enormous Increaſe of any foreign 
— by which we might in Time be ſwallowed up, 


reduced to the ſame State with the Provinces on the Conti - 


nent. To this End we raiſe Armies and build Fleets, and 
pour into the public Treaſury the Produce of our Lands, 
and the Gain of our Commerce. But to what Purpoſe are 


our Labours, our Dangers, and our Expences to obviate the 


Deſigns of foreign Ambition, if, we ſuffer Slavery to ſteal 
upon us in the Form of Law, and impair our Liberties 'by 
the Means employed to defend it. 

If the only Ule of Armies and Fleets be to ſecure Free- 
dom and Independency, nothing ſurely can be more abſurd 
than to raiſe them by Methods of Oppreſſion and Violence; 
nothing can be weaker than to ſend Men to fight for that 
Liberty, of which we have deprived them. | 

That che Bill now before us reduces Multitudes of our 
Fellow-Subje&s to the Miſeries of Slavery, to the Malice of 
private, lurking Informers, and the hateful] Inſults of petty 
Authority muſt appear to every Man that hears it. It con- 
demns thoſe who have dedicated their Lives to the moſ 
uſeful Employment, and waſted their Strength in the -moſt 


important Service of their Country, to be hunted like Beaſts 
of Prey, or like Murderers and Felons, whom it is the com- / 


mon Intereſt of Mankind to ſearch out and to deſtroy. 
Let any Man, Sir, once be called a Seaman, let any 


Man once become the Obje of public Reſentment, by hav- 


Ing contributed to the Wealth and Honour of his Country, 
and at laſt, from Wearineſs of Labour, Satiety of Profit, or 
Fear of Oppreſſion, incline to ſpend the reſt of his Life in 
Peace, the Hue and Cry ſhall be raiſed againſt him, Strata- 
gems ſhall be contrived to entrap, or Violence employed to 


conſtrain him; he ſhall be purſued by the Officers of Juſtice, ' 


his Friends ſhall be obliged to betray him, and the Houſe 

broke open at Midnight that ſhall afford him Shelter. 
If this be the Condition to which any Man is 

by the Laws of Britain, he may ſurely be diſpenſed from 

hazarding his Life in their Defence ; for what Alteration 
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ne 1g Geo. 
worſe ? 8 27. 

« If any particular Body of Men be marked out hy be V 
Legiſlature for Hardſhips like theſe, will not every one that 8 | 
can chule his Employment, liſt himſelf in ſome other Claſs? | x 
And every Man who has been already ſo unhappy as to 
have engaged himſelf in this Profeſſion, ſeek for better 

Treatment in a foreign Land? | 

« There are indeed, Sir, ſome Inconveniences ariſing from 
this Bill, which will not be confined to the Seamen; the 
Power granted to Officers to ſearch a ſuſpeRed, that is, any 

' Houſe which they ſhall be pleaſed to mark out, may affect 
every Man who has been fo imprudent as to offend the Con- 
ſtable of his Pariſh, as be may revenge the Injury by a De. 
claration of Suſpicion, and conſequently by a nocturnal Viſit 
at the Head of his Aſſiſtants. 

Nor is this, Sir, the moſt offenſive Part of this Bill; one 
Clauſe of it tends to weaken the maſt facred Tyes of Society, 
to make not only friendly Offices, but filial and conjugal 
Tenderneſs puniſhable by Law, 

© The Penal Ciauſe, by which every one is forbidden to 
conceal a Seaman without Exception of particular Reaſon 
or Relation, 1s, in my Opinion, Sir, the utmoſt Stretch of 
Tyrinny. Let us dwell a while upon it, and ſuppoſe a Son 
condemned as a Criminal for ſheltering bis Father; let us 
ſuppoſe a Wife dragged thro” the Inſolence of a Crowd, and 4 

called with all the Intamy of a Proſtitute, to receive Sentence : | "i 
of Puniſhment for refuſing to betray her Huſband. To 
think on ſuch Scenes as theſe, excites Indignation; and for 
my Part I ſhall oppoſe any Bill of this kind, leſt the Execu- 
tion of it ſhould fire the Nation to Rebellion. 
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Mr. Horatio Walpole. ; 
ny 81 R. | | 
av. If any Severities are propoſed by this Bill, or any Me- Mr. Horatio 


thods of Terror or Violence preſcribed, it muſt be confeſſed yyalpole. + 
that they can be juſtifed by nothing but Neceſſity, and I 
hope thoſe who ſhall ſpeak in their Vindication, are not 
leſs affected by the Senſe of them, though they are more 
convinc'd how much the preſent State of our Affairs requires 
ſuch Methods than thoſe that oppoſe them. 

How much of the Power of this Nation conſiſts in our 
Fleets, and how uſeleſs Fleets are without Seamen, I am not 
to prove. Nor is it Sir, much leſs apparent, that Seamen 
are not to be procured by the commen Methods, in Num- | 
bers ſufficient for our preſent Armaments, and that therefore ' 
lome others muſt be _ contrived. 9 
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IL 1749. reconcile them to the Service, and that our Ships will ſoon 
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be mann'd with Voluntiers ; for the Fleets have taken away 
ſuch Numbers, that there. remain, perhaps, not more than 


Five Thouſand in Britain; who, though they ſhould aſſemble 


at the Call of our Commanders, would be able to ſupply no 
formidable Navy. | 
And thdr a Navy of uncommon Strength is neceflary 
for the Honour and Support of Great Britain on this Occa- 
ſion, no Man can doubt: when he has been informed of what 
I have received from undoubted Intelligence, that a neigh- 
bouriug Power, equally to be dreaded for its Ambition and its 
Strength, is now equipping 20 Ships of the Line, for which 
no apparent Reaſon can be given, nor any more probable, 


than that they are defign'd to interrupt the Proſecution of the 


War. Such Dangers might vindicate us in the Uſe of violent 
and compulſive Methods of raifing Forces, but none are in 
reality intended or propoſed, more ſevere than thoſe which 
were preſcribed by an Act paſſed in the Fourth of Queen 
Anne, at a Time when the Councils of the Nation were di- 
reed by Men whom we cannot eaſily ſuſpect of an Intention 
to injure Libery. : 1 

That the Condition of Seamen will by this Act be made 
leſs independent than that of others, and the Methods of 
manning the Fleet have a more oppreſſive and arbitrary 
Form than thoſe by which the Land-Service is ſupplied, is not 
to be deny'd; but let it be remembred, Sir, that thoſe In- 
conveniences are balanc'd by the Rewards propoſed, by the 
liberal Proviſions made for thoſe whom the Chance of War 
ſhall diſable from ſupporting themſelves, and the Eaſe and 
Plenty to which they are entitled, who ſhall grow old in 
the Sea-Service. * 


Mr, Campbell. $ 


S1n, 


Mr. Campbell. © I know not the Import of 'the Term Slavery, if it 


means any State different from that with which Seamen are 


threatned by the Bill before us. If to loſe the Power of 
Choice, be to fall into Slavery, every Seaman, from the Inſtant 
this Bill paſſes, becomes a Slave; for he will not only be 
excluded from the Choice of his Courſe of Life, which yet 
every Freeman muſt neceſſarily enjoy, but from the Power 
of determining what Maſter he will ſerve. | 

« A Sailor, Sir, after having perhaps willingly entered 
himſelf, is either frighted away by the Oppreſſion of his 
Officers, or allured into the Service of Merchants by Proſpect 
of Advantage; but notwithſtanding his Apprehenſions 2 
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„ A 
the one Side, and his Hopes on the other, he is to be Aund 1% % 
ſeized by Violence, and condemned without a Crime to that II. 17 , -' 
Condition which he dreads and abhors. WSN 1 

« Noris he only deprived of that Tranquillity and Con- 
tent which every Man propoſes as the End of | his Labours, 
bythe Dread of Oppreſſion, or of the Penalties incurred by 
endeavouring to eſcape it, but is debarr'd from the Aſſiſtance 
of his Relations, and the kind Offices of his Friends ; he is 
ſtripp'd at once of every thing that makes Life valuable, 
He is dragg'd to Tyranny and Hardſhips, he is puniſhed for 
endeavouring to avoid them, and involves in the ſame Miſery 
with himſelf, any Friend whom Charity or Gratitude ſhall - 
prompt to protect him. 

To infer from the Scarcity of Seamen, that ſuch Severi- 
ties are neceſſary, is to conſult nothing but that Luſt of Do- 
minion by which Men are often incited to uſe violent Mea- 
ſures, leſt they ſhould ſeem to make too great Conceſſions 
by Sofinels and Moderation, The Scarcity of Seamen, if 
ſuch there be, muſt be imputed to the Hardſhips to which 
they are now expoſed, and it ſeems not very likely, when 
leſs Injuries have diminiſhed their Numbers, that greater 
will increaſe them. ets 

Sir, Men have been long diſcourag'd from entering in 
the Ships of War, by every Method that could be made Uſe 
of to diſguſt and offend them; Oppreflions and Exactions 
have been too frequent among the Officers ; Mock- WE: --* 
tions have raifed their Expectations only to deceive , 4 
and ſudden Diſcharges at Places remote from Opportunities 
of Employment, have plung'd them into Diſtreſs, and re- 
duc'd them to Beggary. Surely when Men have been thus 
treated, it is no Crime to decline a Submiſſion to Cruelty, » 
nor ought they to be puniſh'd for that Deteſtation of the 
Service which is produc'd only by the Conduct of others. 
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Mr. Clutterbuck. 
SIR, | / | 
As the Queſtion is not at preſent whether the Bill ſhall fr. Ciutter- 
r of {s or whether it ſhall be read a ſecond Time, I think any buck- 
ſtant iſquifitions upon the Methods propoſed in it unreaſonable 


y be and ſuperfluous, and ſhall therefore not at preſent either offer 
yet or anſwer Objections. But if there be what no Gentleman 
wer has denied, a Neceflity of finding out ſome Method of man- 
ning the Fleet, I conceive that every Scheme for that End 
ered deſerves to be confider'd ; for by conſidering and even re- 
bis jecting bad Meaſures, we approach nearer to the Diſcovery 
ſpeR of good ones, 
on On ſuch Occaſions as this, Sir, the moſt expeditious 
the | Method 
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ES * Anno 14, Geo- \ Method of Proceeding -is undoubtedly the beſt ; "apt; > 
ne. jos; tedious to amend an [mperfeR Bill than to draw up 
K new one, it will be right to. conſider this in the re 
: Way; we may then reje& ſuch Clauſes as cannot 
proved, and ſubſtitute others which ſhall be bree i 


liable to Objections. 


The Bill was order'd to be read the Second Time, on to 
be printed for the Uſe of the Members, that it * he 
thoroughly examin'd and underſtood. | 


Read a firſt time, a Bill for the better ſecuring the Free 
dom of Parliaments, by limiting the Number of Officers 
in the Houſe of Commons. 

N Read a firſt Time, a Bill for ſupplying the City of Glos 
ceſter with freſh Water. | 

Heard Counſel farther on the Merits of the Reading 
Election; and ſeveral Witneſſes were examined in behalf of 
the Petitioner; and the Counſel for the Petitioner having 

75 . ſummed up their Evidence, and the Counſel for the fitting 
5 Member having been heard by way of Reply ; the Counſel 
on both Sides were directed to withdraw / 

The 28th. Received Copies of all Letters written, or Re- 
preſentations, or Applications made to the Office of Ordnance 
relating to Stores, Proviſions, Ammunition, or other Necel- 
farigs for the Uſe of the Fleet lately under the Command 
of Sir John Norris. 

Read a firſt time, a Bill to continue an AR for Relief of 
Debtors, with reſpect to the Impriſonment of their Perſons, 
and two ſubſequent Acts for explaining and amending the 

. ame; and alſo to continue an AR for the free Importation 
of Cochineal and Indico. 

Read a ſecond time, a Bill to explain and amend an 40 
3d of King James I. for the Recovery of Small Debts, and 
for the relieving of poor Debtors in London. 

Read a firſt time, a Bill for the better Preſervation of the 
public Roads of that Part of Great Britain called England. 

In a Committee went thro* the Bill for the more cafy 
Recovery of ſmall Debts. 

The 29th. Received an Account of the Expence of-Vic- 
tualling his Majeſty's Land Forces ſent on the Expedition 
to America. 

Received a Copy of a Petition of the Levant Company 
to his Majeſty in Council, in this preſent Year 1740, with 


the Proceedings thereon. 
Oedered, that an Account be laid before this Houſe on 


what Quantities of Woollen, or other Goods, have been 
exported from Great Britain for twenty Years, ending at 
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and their Value. - a | . IL 3540. f 
Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution on the \S WS 
Supply, VIZ. Reſolved, That 10,000]. be granted towards a * 
the Support of Greenwich. Hoſpital. Men 3 ; | 
That 49481. 18s. 4d. be granted for Out-penſioners"of 5 
Chelſea Hoſpital. oF 6 
That 40,0001. be granted towards the Maintenance of 


the Britiſh Forts and Settlements in Africa. 

That 10,000], be granted for the farther ſettling and 
improving the Colony of Georgia: This laſt Reſolution 
was agreed to after Debate, on a Diviſion, Ayes 105, Noes 


ceived a Petition of the Gentlemen, principal Traders, 
&c. of the Town of Collumpton, in the County of Devon, » 
complaining of the Decay of the Woollen Manufacture, 

which the Petitioners attribute in great Meaſure to the run- 

ning of Wool; and praying relief. Reſolved, That this 

Houle will, upon the 1 2th of February, reſolve itſelf into a 

Committee of the whole Houſe to conſider of the faid 

Petition. * 

Heard Counſel further on the Merits of the Readin 
Election, and examined ſeveral Witneſſes, and produ 
Evidence, in order to juſtify the Votes of ſeveral Perſons 1 
who voted for the ſiting Member, and whom the Counſel for 
the Petitioner had endeavoured to diſqualify : Then the 
Counſel on both Sides were directed to withdraw: Adjourn'd 
the further Hearing to February g. | 

Feb. 3d. Ordered, That the Thanks of this Houſe be 
given to the Reverend Dr. Matthew Hutton, for the Ser- 
mon preached by him before this Houſe upon Friday laſt 
at St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter ; and that he be defired to 
riat the ſame. . 5 
Received à Petition of the Graziers, Wool-growers 

entlemen, &c. concerned in Romney Marſh, in the County 
pf Kent, and Places adjacent, complaining of the conſtant 
Decreaſe for 24 Years paſt of the Woollen Manufactory, in 
hich time the Price of the fame has gradually fell from 
ol. to near 41, the Pack; the Decay whereof has already 
leſſened, and muſt very ſoon to a great Degree inevitably 
educe the Value of vaſt Numbers of Eſtates in this King- 
dom; and at the ſame time carry immenſe Riches to 
teighbouring Countries, who have too ſucceſsfully of late 
ivall'd us in the Woollen Manufacture: That as the French 
annot work up their own Wool into Cloths proper for 
de foreign Markets, without mixing one Pack of Britiſh or 
ih Wool with two of their own ; the Petitioners hope, if 
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Anno 1% Geo effeftual Methods could be foand to prevent the French from 
% having the Wool from Great Britain or Ireland, they would 
OW V) notfor the future be able to underſel his Majeſty's Subjech 
23 in the foreign Markets. And further repreſenting to the 
Houſe, that a Law to oblige the Owners of all Wool ſhorn 
EE) in Great Britain or Ireland, to regiſter the ſame, and not 
0 | permit it to be conveyed from the Place of its Growth to any 
8 other Part of the Kingdom, but by Land-Carriage, till it be 
f manufactured, ſeems to the Petitioners to be the moſt likely 
EYE) way to prevent the Exportation of Wool out of theſe Ki 
 doms; and therefore praying the Houſe to take the Premit 
ſes into Conſideration, and give ſuch Relief as to the Houle 
ſhall ſeem meet. | ; 
_ - Ordered, That the ſaid Petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee, &c. , ROS | 
Received Copies of Letters and Reports from the 
tains of his Majeſty's _ at Home, and from Mr. Wa 
lace, Agent for the Tranſports, relating to the Badneſs of 
the Materials put into the Bedding, furniſhed by the Con. 
tractor to his Majeſty's Ships. | 
Read a ſecond time, a Bill for licenſing the Importation 
of Victual from Ireland to Scotland in Time of Scarcity. 
Read a firſt time, a Bill to prevent Inconveniencies ariſing I 
by Delays of Cauſes after Iſſue joined. 


Motion made Then Mr. Sandys preſented a Motion in Writing fer pe 
by Mr. Sandys addrefling his Majeſty to inform them when the Regency F. 
—— —— received Intelligence, that the French and Spanifh Squac- an 

4 rons failed, which was ſeconded, as follows, by Mr. Waller. bh. 
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French and 

Spaniſh Fleets Six, - 

The Information now moved for, appears to me fo 

_— neceſſary in our Deliberations on the Condud of the War, ye 

that without it we can only conjecture in the dark, and ec Fo 

tangle ourſelves in an inextricable Labyrinth. : 

It is well known, that in War all Motions are in 2 Bel 

great Degree to be regulated by thoſe of the Enemy, and 

that therefore no Vigilance is to be ſpared by which any 

Knowledge can be gained of their Deſigns, nor any Methods ; 

omitted of communicating them to thoſe who have the Di- 

rection of the War. 2 | | Inf 

8 « A Minifiry may, in conducting mili Operations, 
| diſappoint the Revelations of hole — either by 6 

neglecting to procure Intelligence, or by failing to make ule —_ 

of thoſe Opportunities which ſeaſonable Information puts | 8 

into their Power, and they may, when their Defigns fail of 

Succeſs, juſtify themſelves, by proving that they y_— 
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ceired by Titettigence, which it was- realbnable to believe, ano e 
17 | 


or that better Inteliigence was, not attainable, or that they . H 
made uſe, however unſucceſsfully, of all the Forces that LW WV 


could then be employed, and of all the Advantages that 
were then in their Poſſeſſion. A 

But how ſhall we judge of © 
we know what Confidence we ought to repoſe in their Pru- 
dence and Fidelity, and what Miſcarriages are to be attri · 
buted to the Chance of War, or ſuperior Force of our Ene- 
mies, if we cannot be informed with what Diligence they 
endeavour at Information, and how early they have Notice 
of the Motions of the Enemy? * | 

The Sailing, or rather Eſcape of the Ferrol Squadron, 
and Departure of the French Fleet, are the moſt important 
Events of the preſent War; Events that threaten very dan- 
gerous Conſequences, no leſs than Deſcents upon our Britiſh 
Colonies, the Conqueſt of our Dominions, the Slavery of 
our Fellow- Subjects, and perhaps the Deſtruftion of the 
brave Vernon, who is ſecure in the imagined Vigilance of 
the other Commanders, and may, perhaps in a few Days, ſee 


himſelf. ſurrounded by formidable Squadrons of different 


Nations, and expoſed to the Attack of Forces to which his 
little Fleet bears no proportion. 


Nothing appears more evident, than that we had Op- 


portunities of obſerving, at leaſt, all the Preparations of the 
French, and of watching the Moment of their Departure; 
and that our Force on the Coaſt of Spain was ſufficient to 
have confined their-Fleets for ever in their Harbours, or to 
have deſtroyed them at their firſt Entrance into the open 
Seas; of which we may juſtly enquire, why it waz not at- 
tempted ; but ſhall enquire to no Purpoſe till weknow when 
they departed, that we may conſider the State of our own 
Forces, and whether our Enemies eſcaped by. our Negli- 
gence, Cowardice, or Weakneſs.” 


Mr. Winnington. 
S1 R, 


of our Adminiftration, bow ſhall 


That we cannot deliberate upon Subjects which we do, win. 
not underſtand ; and that, therefore, no neceſſary or uſefulnington., 


Information ought to be denied to the Houſe, I ſhall readily 
admit: But muſt obſerve at the ſame time, that the Reputa- 


tion of the Houſe would be very little conſulted, in demand- - 


ing Information which cannot be given. 

. addreſs his Majeſty to inform us of the Time at 

which the Squadrons of our Enemies failed, is to enquire of 

kim what it ought to be the higheſt Care of thoſe Princes 
Vor, VII. I to 


— 
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') 77014, Geo.to conceal from him, and which he can only know by bar. 


II. 1240. 


Mr. Cam pbell. 
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ing Spies in their Privy Councils. N_ 

And of what Importance is it to enquire what Tntelli 
gence was brought him, or when he received it, if it ap- 
pears that his Intelligence maſt be in its own nature uncer- 
tain and dubitable. Wee * Ws 

© That they have left their Ports, is now certain, becauſe 
they have been twice diſcovered -in different Parts of the 
World; but as we can now only form ConjeQures of their 
Deſigns and Courſes, ſo, before they failed, it was impoſſible 
to know, when they were fully equipped, or what Time 
was fixed for their Departure, It is to be remembered, that 
they form Meaſures, and make their Preparations in their 
own Dominions, and therefore have more Advantages from 
concealing their Schemes, than we from diſcovering them.” 


Mr. Campbell. 
S1R, 5 
This Motion, which has been repreſented as unreaſom 
able and abſurd, is, in my Opinion, not only proper, but 
important. | *. 


It is im portant, becauſe it will enable us to judge upon 


| ſufficient Foundations, of the Conduct of the Miniſtry, who 


are cenſured by the Voice of the Nation, for having been 
either defective in Vigilance, or in AQivity ; for having 
been either ignorant by their own Fault of the Deſigns of 
the Enemy, or perfdiouſly paſſive in permitting the Execy- 
tion of them. | 

I am far from believing that ſuch Intelligence, as our 
Miniſtry is expected to procure, requires any uncommon 
Subtilty, or any other Agents than are always employed by 
every Miniſter, to tranſmit co them Informations from foreign 


Courts. Such, I am afraid, are always hovering about our 


Conſultations, and I know not why our Miniſters ſhould be 
leſs diligent, or leſs ſucceſsful than thoſe of other Prinees. 
If, therefore, ſuch Intelligence might have been obtained, 
it was criminal not to obtain it; and if the Departure of 
the Spaniſh Squadron was foreſeen, it ought to be enquired, 
why it was not prevented ; and if it was only known when 
it was too late to hinder it from ſailing, why it was not pur: 
ſued, or why Succours were not immediately diſpatched to 
Admiral Vernon. | 
All theſe Queſtions can be only reſolved, in Conſequence 
of the Information which his Majeſty ſhall give us; and for 
Which, it is therefore, in my Opinion, neceſſary to Petition. 


Henry 
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. 
Henry Pelham, Eſqz - 
e Nad | | 
« How the Regency could be informed of the Intention 
of the Spaniards to leave their Ports till it appeared by their 
Departure, or by what Means it can be expected that his 
Majeſty ſhould be now acquainted with their particular 
Courſe, or farther Deſigns, I confeſs myſelf unable to con- 
ceive. a | 
With regard, Sir, to the Intelligence tranſmitted from 
foreign Courts by Agents and Spies, a little Conſideration 


will eaſily diſcover that it is not to be truſted. For what 
can be generally expected from them, but that they ſhould 


Mr. Pelham. 


catch Flying Reports, or by Chance intercept uncertain _ 


Whiſpers, that they ſhould enquire timorouſly, and therefore, 
for the greateſt Part, of thoſe from whom no ſatisfactory 


Accounts can be receiv'd, and that they ſhould often endea- 


vour to deſerve their Salaries by ſuch Information as is rather 
pleaſing than true. . | 

« All the Knowledge that can be obtained of an Enemy's 
Deſigns, muſt ariſe from a diligent Compariſon of one Cir- 
eumſtance with another, and from a general View of his 
Force, his Intereſt, and his Opportunities. And that ſuch 
Conjectures will be often erroneous, needs not to be told. 

Probability, therefore, is, in ſuch Enquiries, all that can 
be attained, and he that fits idle in the Time of War, ex- 
pecting certain Intelligence, will ſee his Enemies enjoying 
the Advantages of his Folly, and laying hold on a thouſand 
Opportunities which he has neglected to improve. 

* The War, in which we are now engaged, has been 
carried on by the Adminiſtration with the utmoſt Diligence 
and Vigour ; nor have any Meaſures been omitted that 
could probably produce Succeſs, and the Succeſs of the wileſt 
Meaſures is only probable. 

Should the great Admiral, who is now preſent in the 
Houſe, have met the French and Spaniards in the open Seas, 
by what Art could he arrive at a certain Knowledge of 
their Deſigns; he might, by his Acquaintance with the 
Situation and State of neighbouring Countries, the Obſerva- 
tion of their Courſe, the Periods of particular Winds, and 
other Hints of Obſervation, form probable Conjectures, but 
could never reach to Certainty or Confidence. *' 

It ſeems to me, therefore, highly improper, to petition 
his Majeſty for Intelligence, which he cannot be imagined 
to have received, and I cannot agree to any Motion for that 


Purpoſe.” | 
„ Rejected 
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Anno 1% Rejected a Motion to addreſs his Majeſty, That the Houſe 


Mr. Pclham. 


far as the fame relates ta a Supply of Ships, Marines or Land 


be informed, when his Majeſty, or the Lo Jaſtices; firſt 
received certain Advices of the failing of the Ferral, Breſt, 
ard Toulon Squadrons for the Weſt- Indies. 


Mr. Sandys then made another Motion, to addreſs his 
Majeſty, that there may be laid before the Houſe Copies of 
all Letters received from, or written to, Admiral Vernon 
fince his going to the Weſt- Indies. Which being ſeconded, 
Mr. Pelham ſpoke to this Effect: ws 

81, 5 —»4 

© This Motion, if the Intention of it be limited by proper 

Reftriftions, is doubtleſs reaſonable and juſt, for the Right of 

this Houſe to examine into the Conduct of public Ain, 

and conſequently for calling for the Papers neceſſary to 
enlighten their Enquiries, is not to be diſputed. 

But, as the End of all ſuch Enquiries is the Promotion 
of the public Welfare, ſo they are not to be made in a 
manner by which that End may be defeated. Papers are 


not to be demanded, which cannot be produced without dif- 


covering our own Secrets, and acquainting our Enemies 
either with that Weakneſs which we ought carefully to 
conceal, or that Force which will be moſt effectually em- 
ployed if it is not known, and therefore no Preparations are 
made to oppoſe it. - 

* It carnot be imagined, but that many of the Papers 
which have paſſed between the Admiralty, and the Com- 
mander in America, contain Plans of the Proſecution - of 
the War, Obſervations on the Conditions of our own Colo- 
nies, and perhaps Intelligence of the Eſtate of the Spaniſh 
Fortrefſes and Towns. Many Informations of the utmoſt 
Conſequence to our Enemies may be collected from thole 
Papers, but nothing can be expected from them, that will 
enable us to proſecute a parliamentary Enquiry with more 
Succeſs, fince it will not put it in our Power to diſcover 
Frauds, Negligence or Treachery. 

* There are, Sir, other Papers which may indeed be laid 
before us, without any Benefit to our Enemies, and perhaps 
with ſome Advantage to ourſelves, the Papers which contain 
the Accompts of cur Preparationsand Store, the Lifts of our 
Forces, and the Calculation of our Expences are the proper 
SabjeQs of parliamertary Enquiries, and if the Motion be 
reſtrained to thoſe, I believe, it will not be oppoſed by any 
Gentleman engaged in the Adminiftration of our Affairs. 1 
ſhall beg Leave :o propoſe theſe Words may be added, Ss 


Farce.“ {The Motion, thus amended, was agreed to.] 
| Ordered, 
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Perſia thro' Rafſlia; be laid before 


Houſe, it was moved; that the fame be further adjourned ti 
Thurſday ſe'en-night: After Debate, the Queſtion bei 
it paſſed in the Negative; Ayes 84, Noes 107, © 
Reſolved, That the Call of the Houle be farther adjourned 

to Tueſday the 31ſt of March next. 

Agreed to the Report of Part of a Bill for the more eaſy 
Recovery of ſmall Debts, and ordered it to be farther con- 
fidered on Thurſday. 

The 5th. ane that the Thanks of this Houſe be 
giren to Dr. Reuben Clarke, for the Sermon by him 

preached before this Houſe Yeſterday at St. Margaret's, 
Welminſter, and 22 the ſame. 


Read a firſt time, a Bill — — of an Act of 


the 12th of Queen Anne, for 
ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall — the Lon 

Sea, as relates to the making of Experiments of — 
for diſcovering the Longitude at Sea. 

Received a Petition from the Inhabitants of South - Caro · 
lina, ſetting forth, That on the 18th of November laſt, a 
moſt dreadful Fire broke out in Charles-Town, and in leſs 
than 4 Hours utterly conſumed the beſt and moſt valuable - 
Part of the ſaid Town, whereby many Families are reduced 
to the utmoſt Diſtreſs, and therefore praying Relief, &c. 
— to a Committee of the whole Houſe on the 12th 

nttant 

Ordered, That the proper Officer do lay before this 
Heuſe, an Account of the ſeveral Quantities of Wool that 
have been ſeized by any Officer of Exciſe or Cuſtoms within 
this Kingdom for ſeven Years paſt, diſtinguiſhing each Year. 

Reſolved, That this Houſe will upon this Day eight 
Weeks, reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe 
upon the Bills for regulating Trials at N Prius, and for 
the more effectual ſummoning Special Juries. 

In a grand Committee, went thro the Bill for the better 
ſecuring the Freedom of Parliaments, by limiting the Num- 
ber of Officers in the Houſe of Commons, with ſeveral 
Amendments. 

Reſumed the adjourned Conſideration of the Report of 
the Bill for the more eaſy Recovery of Small Debts : And 
examined ſeveral Perſons as touching their Places and 8 


2 


3 
Arino14, Ges. The 16th." Read a ſecond time, a Bill to prevent Treo 
. IL. veniencies ariſing by _ of Cauſes __ ſs — 
1 KReſumed the adjourned Confideration of the Report 
| the Small- Debt Bill, and made a farther Progreſs. 
In a grand Committee went thro' the Bill to render the p 
Laws more effectual for preventing Sheep-ſtealing ;_and x | 
Clauſe was added for the more effectual preventing of the 
robbing of Orchards and Gardens, and ſtealing of Wall. Fruit. 7 
The gth. Received a Petition of the principal Inhabitants 
of the Borough of Minehead in Somerſetſhire, complaining th 
of the Decay of the Woollen Manufactures, and praymg T 
Relief, &c. PA 
Read a firſt time, a Bill to indemnify Perſons who have | 
— to qualify themſelves for Offices by taking the S 
aths, xc. 27 4 
| Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his k 
— 2 Majeſty, to give Directions, that Care may be taken to de- ol 
: | tain all Spaniſh Priſoners that have already, or ſhall here- 
after be taken during this preſent War, until they ſhall be ' 
exchanged for ſome of his Majeſty's Britiſh Subjects, and 6 
that he will be graciouſly pleaſed, as ſoon as conveniently 
may be, to ſettle a Cartel with Spain, for the Exchange of » 
Priſoners taken in War. . x 
Heard Counſel further on the Merits of the Reading 
EleQion, &c. | 5 
The 10th. Received a Petition from the Clothiers, &c. of 
Froom in Somerſetſhire. And another Petition from the jo 
Wool-combers, Weavers, Dyers, &c. concerned in making 4 
/ of Druggets at Road and Telsford in the. ſame County, 
complaining of the Decline of the Woollen Trade, &c. and p 
praying Relief, &c. | 
Received an Eſtimate of the Debt of his Majeſty's Navy,” ll /* 
as it ſtood December the 31ſt, 1740. | 
Ordered that John Meres, Printer of the Daily Poſt, who 
was committed on the 3d of December 1740, to the Cuſtody # 
of the Serjeant at Arms, for printing Part fof a malicious 
and ſcandalous Libel, &c. in that Paper of the firſt of De- a 
cember 1740, be diſcharged out of Cuſtody, paying his 4 
Fees, upon giving Security to be forth-coming, to anſwer - 
the Proſecution which this Houſe has addreſſed his Majeſty 
to carry on againſt him. | 
Agreed to the Report of the Bill to render the Laws . 
more effectual for preventing the Stealing of Sheep and 
other Cattle. Ordered it to be engroſſed. 
Agreed to the Report of the Bill for the better ſecurin 
the Freedom of Parliaments, by limiting the Number 


. 2 : 8 -wh N 4 - 
* o N 8 - + 


b 
a — " 


| 0 630 
Officers in the Houſe of Commons. Gaumen. . 
groſſed. 2 dom 

Heard Counſel further on the Merie "of che Reading 
EleRion, &c. 

The 11th, Read a "ſecond gime, the Bill to indemnify 
Perſons who have omitted to take the Oaths; . 

Read a ſecond time, the Bill for the better Preſervation 
of the public Roads of Great Britain. 

In a grand Committee went thro? the Bill far licenſing” 
the Importation of Vital. from Ireland into Soatland * 

Time of Scarcity. 

Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill 2 
more effectual for preventing the ſtealing and Gaflroying 
Sheep and other Cattle. it to the Lords. 

Received a Petition of the Clothiers and Stuff Weavers of 
Kidderminſter in Worceſterſhire, complaining! pf the Decay 
of the Woollen Manufactory, and praying Relief, &, -/ 

The 12th. Received ſeveral Petitions from Taunton, gund tos; 
Midſummer Norton, Welton, Paulton, Temple, High Lit- tions com- 
tleton, and Hallitrow, alſo from Shepton-Mallet, all in the plalging of 
County of Somerſet, complaining of the Decay of the che Wooken 
Woollen Manufacture, &c. &c. Aiſo a Petition from Leede Tad. 
in Yorkſhire relating to. the one. — 
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* This Day Mr. Sandys, ts avoid the Reflection of a diſho- 
wurable Proceeding, in preferring a Charge without giving 
previous Notice, thought it proper to go from his Place to 
Sir Robert Walpole, and in a very frank manner told him, 
that be might take Warning, and prepare to be upon bis 
Guard, for that on Friday next he ſhould bring an Accuſation of 
ſeveral Articles againſt bim. Sir Robert — a little apon 
fo unexpeted a Gompliment ; but thanked him very politely for 
the Information, and ſaid, he defired no Fawour, but fair Play. 
— Mr. Sandys afterwards mentioned this Affair publicly in 
the Houſe, and "aid, he had a Charge to make againſt an Ho- 
nourable Member of the Houſe, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, whom he required to be in his Place to hear and anſwer it 
on Friday Morning next. Sir Robert returned for Anſwer, 
That he ſhould certainly attend; and as he was not conſcious of 
any Crime to deſerve ſuch an Accuſation, did not doubt of being 
able to make a proper Dei PR „Nil conſcire fibi , 
% nulli palleſcere Culpæ.“ ch being miſquored, 1 
a Wager of 4 Guinea between bim and Mr. Pultency. 

Robe, t being convinced of his Miſtake, yielded the Wager 1. 
7: the oppoſite Gentlemen taal tobe a good Omen wad 
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+ Horaeeg /ays nulla Culpa. 
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rr Commons of the City of London, in Common Coun 
- fornble#; fonibg — ; That notwithilanding the many 4 05 


of 1 that have been made to hinder- the Ex t 
tion of W661 from Great Britsin and Ireland, yet Th ta P 
have not effectuel to prevent fo t and crying ah I 
Evil; that to the unſpeakable Grief of the Petitioners, and 
{ 
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to the abſolute Deſtruction of the Trade and Manufacture 
of theſe Kingdoms, great Quantities of Woot are Gery 
Viear clandeſtinely exported to France, and other foreigh 
Countries, by Means whereof the French in particular are 
enabled not only to rival;' but even to underſell us in Cloths, u 
and other ManufaQures of Wool, in moſt foreign Marken, 
to the inexpreſſible Detriment of the Commerte of hee 
Kingdoms, and their own immenſe Gain and Advan 
fince'it is well known that by one Pack of Britiſſi, or 170 
Wool, they are enabled to work ip two Packs of their on, 
which, without that Help, they could not make uſe” of; ſo 
2s to interfere in any conſiderable Degree with tlie Nabu. 
factures of this Nation: That, if the public Notoriety” of 
; this deſtructive Practice, is not ſufficient to prove how in- 
effectual the Laws hitherto made have been to prevent the 
clandeſtine Exportation of Wool, the Petitioners prefume, 
that the languiſhing State of our ManufaQures at Home, 
the continual increaſing Demand-for them ar for 
kets, together with the low Price, to which Wool is already 
reduced, muſt fully ſhew, that more effectual Means ate ne- 
ceſſary to put a ſtop to the Exportation of it, and thereby 
preſerve to theſe Kingdoms that ineſtimable Gift of | Provi- 
dence, the very Vitals of our Commerce, the chief and 
almoſt only Source of the Riches and Grandeur of = 
Nation ; and therefore praying, &c 
Read a firſt time a Bill to enable the Cormiilficicrs of 
Weſtminſter-Bridge, to raiſe a further Sum towards finiſhing 
the ſame. 
Agreed to the Report of the Bill for — the 'Tmpor- 
tation of Victual from Ireland into Scotland, &e. Ordered 
it to be engroſſed. 
| Ordered a hew Writ to be iſſued out for Electing a Bur- 
E - to ſerve in Parliament for Portſmouth, in this room of 
Honourable Charles Stewart, Vice-Admirat of the 

hite, deceaſed*. 
Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for the better fer 
ring the Freedom of ar IN by TI0 the 27M 


* 2 Tatra 2 er non was elected in bis Ream — on 
Oppoſition. 
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of Officers id the Houſe of Commons. Ordered it to the Anno 14, Geo; 
Lords. 5 Br 9, I 
The 13th. The Houſe was moved, that the Journals f | 
the Houſe of the 18th of December 1685, of the 18th of 
November 1689, of the 7th of December, and 16th of 
February 1693, and of the gth of November 1696, in 
relation to the Proceedings of the Houſe, in the Caſe of 4 
John Cook, Eſq; Captain Churchill, the Lord Viſcount 
Fau!kland, and Mr. Manley, Member of the Houſe, might | 
be read. | | | 
And the ſame being read accordingly, Mr. Sandys ſtood 
up and delivered himielt as follows: 


SIR, N 0 

Among the many Advantages ariſing from our happy Sam. Sandys, 
Form of Government, there is one which is reciprocal to Eq; 
King and People, which is, a legal and regular Method by 
which the People may lay their Grievances, Complaints, and 
Opinions, before their Sovereign; not only with regard to 
the Meaſures he purſues, but alſo with regard to the Perſons 
he employs. In abſolute Monarchies, the People may ſuf. 
fer, they may complain, but tho' their Sufferings be public, 
their Complaints muſt be private: They muſt not ſo much 
as murmur againſt their King's Meaſures or Miniſters ; if 
they do, it is certain Perdition to the Few that are guilty of 
ſo much Indiſcretion. This is a moſt terrible Misfortune 
to the People in all abſolute Monarchies, and occaſions 
thoſe ſevere Puniſhments and cruel Tortures, which are ſo 
frequent in all ſuch; but it is a Mi: fortune to the abſolute 
Monarch, as well as to the People under his deſpotic Sway, 
for as he has no way of coming at the Knowledge of the 
Unpopularity of his Meaſures or Miniſters, he often goes 
on purſuing the fame Meaſures, or employing the ſame 
Minilters, till the Diſcontents of his People become univer- 
ſal and furious; and then, by a general Inſurrection, he and 
his Minitters are involved in one common Ruin. However 
upright his Intentions may have been, however much he 
may have been impoſed on by his Minifters, an impetuous, 
domineering Mob can ſeldom make any Difference: The 
deſpotic Monarch himſelf, and ſometimes his whole Family, 
are borne down by the Impetuoſity of the Torrent, and 
3 a Sacrifice to the Reſentment of an injured Popu- 
ice. 

* In this Kingdom, Sir, it can never be ſo, as long as the 
King allows Parliaments to fit regularly and freely. and the 
Members of this Houſe perform faithfully the Duty they 
owe to their King, their. Conſtituents, and their Courtry. 
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to his Majeſty, not only the Grievances, but the a 
of the People, with regard to the Meaſures he purſues, and 
the Perſons he adviſes with or employs in the executive' 
of our Government ; and therefore, whilſt we fit here and 
do our Duty, no general Diſcontent can atiſe, without his 


Majeſty's being informed of its Cauſes, and of the Methads 


for allaying it: If we neglect to do ſo, or from ſelfiſh Ms. 
tives abſtain or delay giving his Majeſty a proper I 

tion and Advice upon any ſuch Occaſion, we negle& or 

tray not only our Duty to our Country and Conftitnents, bn 
alſo our Duty to our Sovereign. 

* This, Sir, is my Opinion ; this muſt be the orb 
of every Man who has a true Notion of our Conſtitution; 
and therefore I can no longer delay making you the Mo. 
tion, with which I ſhall conclude what I have to ſay upon 
this Occaſion. I believe, there is not a Gentleman of this 
Houſe, who is not ſenſible, that both the foreign and do- 
meſtic Meaſures of our Government, for ſeveral Years 
have been diſſatisfactory to a great Majority of the Nation, 
I may ſay toalmoſt every Man in the Nation, who has not 
been concerned in adviſing or carrying them on. I believe; 
there is not a Gentleman in this Houſe, if he will freely 
declaref his Sentiments, who is not ſenfible, that one 1595 
Perſon in the Adminiſtration has not only been thought to 
be, but has actually been the chief, if not the ſole Adviſer 
and Promoter of all thoſe Meaſures, This is known with- 
out Doors, as well as it is within, and therefore the Diſcon- 
tents, the Reproaches,.and even the Curſes of the People, 
are all directed againſt that fingle Perſon. They complain 
of our preſent Meaſures ; they have ſuffered by paſt Mea. 
ſures ; they expect no Redreſs ; they expect no Alteratian 
or Amendinent, whilit he has a Share in adviſing or direQ- 
ing our future. Theſe, Sir, are the Sentiments — the Peo- 
ple with regard to that Miniſter : Theſe Sentiments we are 
in Honour and Duty bound to repreſent to his Majeſty; 
and the proper Method for doing this, as eſtabliſhed by our 
Conſtitution, is to addreſs his Majeſty to remove him from 
his Councils, 

Sir, if the general Diſcontent, which hath ariſen againk 
this Miniſter, were but of Yeſterday, or without any jul 
and ſolid Foundation, I ſhould expect it would ſoon "blow 
over, and therefore ſhould not think it worthy of the No- 
tice of Parliament; but it has laſted for ſo many Years 
was at firſt ſo well founded, and has every Year fince been 
gathering, from his Conduct, ſo much additional Strength, 
that J have for ſeveral Seſſions expected ſuch a Motion, a. 
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ple than I am to enforce what he propoſes ; but as no 
Gentleman has | hitherto attempted it, and as this is, the 
laſt Seſſion of this. Parliament, I was unwilling it ſhoul4 
expire without anſwering the People's Expectations, which, 


attempting what I think my Duty, as a Member of this 


After what I have ſaid, Sir, I believe no Gentleman 
can miſtake the Perſon I mean : I am convinced every one 
ſuppoſes I mean the Honourable Gentleman, who fits upon 
the Floor, over againſt me; and the whole Houſe may ſee, 


Mo. he takes it to himſelf. Againſt him there is, I believe, as 
pon general a popular Diſcontent, as ever was againſt any Mini- 
this iter in this Kingdom; and this Diſcontent has laſted fo 
do- long, that I muſt ſay, his having withſtood it for ſo many 
paſt Years, is no great Sign of the Freedom of our Government ; 
tion, for a free People neſther will nor can be governed by a 
; not Miniſter they hate or deſpiſe. As I am only to propoſe an 
eve, Addreſs to remove him from his Majeſty's Councils, I have 
cely no Occaſion to accuſe him of any Crime: The People's 


being generally diſſatisfied with him, and ſuſpicious of his 
Conduct, is a ſufficient Foundation for ſuch an Addreſs, and 
a ſufficient Cauſe for his Majeſty's removing him from his 
Councils ; becauſe, no Sovereign, of theſe Kingdoms ought 
to employ a Miniſter, who is become diſagreeable to the 


to become ſo, it is our, Duty to inform his Majeſty of it, 
that he may give Satisfaction to his People, by the Removal 
of ſuch a Miniſter. | 

However, Sir, tho' I ſhall not at preſent charge this 
Miniſter with any particular Crime, I mult beg leave to 


if it be true, what was, and is ſtill generally ſuppoſed, it 
mult be allowed, that the Methods by which he firſt advanced 
himſelf to the high Offices he has ever ſince enjoyed, were 
ſuch as could not bh be offenſive to every honeſt Man in the 
Nation, The making and unmaking the famous Bank Con- 
tract; the ſcreening from condign Puniſhment tKoſe who, 
by their wicked and avaritious Execution of the Truft re- 
poſed in them by the South-Sea Scheme, which had ruined 


jecting the leſs guilty to a Puniſhment too ſevere, in order 
that the moſt heinous Offenders might eſcape the Puniſh- 
ment they deſerved ; and the giving up to the South-Sea 

K 2 Company 
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in this reſpect, are ſo juſt, ſo well founded, and ſo agreeable 
to-our Conſtitution ; therefore, .I hope I ſhall be excuſed for 


examine a little into his ConduR, in order to ſhew, that the. 
Diſcontents of the People are not without Foundation; and 


many Thouſands: The lumping of public: Juſtice, and ſub. · 
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m now to make, from ſome other Gentleman, more capa- Anno 14, Ce. 


II. 1740. 


Houſe, and as a Friend to our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, - - 


Generality of the People; and when any Miniſter happens 
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Anno 14 Geo Company the Sum of ſeven Millions Sterling, which they 


48 


had obliged themſelves to pay to the Public, a great Part of 
which Sum was given to old Stockholders, and conſequently 
to thoſe who had never ſuffered by the Scheme; were the 
Steps by which he was ſuppoſed to have rifen to Power, and 
ſach Steps could not but raiſe a general Diſtaſte at his Ad- 
vancement, and a Dread of his Adminiſtration. _ 

Thus. Sir, he entered into the Adminiſtration with the 
general Diſapprobation of the People; and I am ute, bis 
Meaſures ſince have been far from reſtoring him to their 
Love or Eſteem. As he began, ſo has he gone on, oppreſ 
fing the Innocent, impoſing upon the Credulous, ſcreening 
the Guilty, waſting the public Treaſure, and endapgering 
the Liberties of the People. All this I could evince from 
every Step of his Adminiſtration, from the Beginning to this 
very Day, but I ſhall confine myſelf to ſome of the molt re. 
markable Inſtances. In general, I ſhall obſerye, that by 
his Advice and Influence a much greater Army has all along 
been kept up than was neceſſary for the Support of our Go- 
vernment, or conſiſtent with our Conſtitution, and even that 
Army often augmented without any real Cauſe : That many 
Squadrons have been fitted out, to the great Expence of the 
Nation, and general Diſturbance of our Trade, without any 
juſt Cauſe, and, I believe, without ſo much as a Deſign to em- 
ploy them effectually, either againſt our Enemies, or for the 
Aſſiſtance of our Allies: That every Method propoſed of late 
Years for ſecuring our Conkitution againſt our moſt dange- 
rous Enemy, Corruption, has been, by his Means, rejected, 
or rendered ineffectual: whilſt, on the other hand, many penal 
Laws have been paſſed, which have reduced a great Number 
of his Majefty's Subjects under the arbitrary Power of a 
Miniſter and his Creatures: That almoſt every Article of 
public Expence has been encreaſed by the Addition of new 
and uſeleſs Officers; and all Enquiries into the Management 
of any Public Money, either prevented or defeated : That 
Votes of Credit at the End of a Seſſion of Parliament, which 
have always been thought of dangerous Conſequence to our 
Conſtitution, have by him been made ſo frequent, that few 
Seſſions have paſſed without one: That the Expence of the 
Civil Liſt has been vaſtly increaſed ſince the Beginning of 
his Adminiſtration, tho? it was then much greater than it had 
ever amounted to in former Times. To theſe, Sir, which 
are all of a Comeliic Nature, I ſhall add, with regard to 
our foreign Affairs, that ever fince his Advice began to be 
prevalent in our foreign Affairs, the Trade and particular 
Intereſt of this Nation have in all Treaties and Negociations 
been neglected, the Confidence of our moſt natural Allies 
| | diſregarded, 
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t of courted ; and that to this moſt unaccountable Conduct, the UI. %% 
atly preſent melancholy Situation of the Aﬀirs of Europe is — 
the principally to be aſcribed. . „ 2 
and « ] know, Sir, it will be objected, that as every material 


Step in the late Conduct of our Public Affairs, either at 
home or abroad, has been authorized or approved of by 
Parliament, what I have ſaid muſt be look'd' on as a general 


Charge againſt his Majeſty's Councils and gar Parliaments, 
[; rather than a perſonal Charge againſt any one Miniſter ; 
ref. but this, upon a due Conſideration, becomes the moſt heavy, 
ing and the moſt evident Charge againſt the Miniſter I aim at. 
ing According to our Conſtitution, we can have po fole and 
om prime Miniſter : We ought always to have ſeveral prime 
this Miniſters or Officers of State: Every ſuch Officer bas his 


own proper Department; and no Officer ought to meddle 


by in the Affairs belonging to the Department of another. But 

ong it is publicly knowo, that this Miniſter, having obtained a 

Go- ſole Influence over all our public Councils, has not only aſ- 
that ſumed the ſole Direction of all public Affairs, but has gat 

any every Officer of State removed that would not follow - his 

the Direction, even in the Affairs belonging to his own pro 

any Department, By this means he hath monopolized all the 

em- Favours of the Crown, and engrofled the ſole Diſpoſal of all 


the Places, Penſions, Titles, and Ribbons, as well as of all Pre- 
late ſerments, civil, military, or eccleſiaſtical, pr 
1ge- This, Sir, is of itſelf a moſt heinons Offence againſt 
ted, our Conſtitution; but he has greatly aggravated the Hei- 


nouſneſs of his Crime; for, having thus monopolized all the 
Favours of the Crown, he has made a blind Submiſſion to 
his Direction at Elections and in Parliament, the only 


\ of WH Ground to hope for any Honours or Preferments, and the 
new only Tenure by which any Gentleman could preſerve what 
ent he had. This is ſo notoriouſly known, that it can ſtand in 
hat need of no Proof. Have not many deſerving Gentlemen 


upon the bare Suſpicion of not being blindly devoted to his 
perſonal Intereſt? Have not ſome Perſons of the higheſt 


the Rank and moſt illuſtrious Characters been diſplaced, for no 
of other Reaſon than becauſe they diſdained to ſacrifice their 
had Honour and Conſcience to his Direction in Parliament. As 
ich no Crime, no Neglect, no Miſbehaviour could ever be ob- 
| to jected to them, as no other Reaſon could ever be aſſigned for 
be depriving the Crown of their Service, this only could be 
ilar the Reaſon, Nay, has not this Miniſter himſelf not only 
ons confeſſed it, but boaſted of it? Has he not ſaid, and in this 


Houſe too, that he would be a pitiful Fellow of a Miniſter 
| who 


been diſappointed in the Preferment they had a juſt Title to, 


vſrezarded, and the Favour of our moſt dangerous Ege wies Ange 14, Gedl- 
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« Cat any Gentleman who heard this Declaration defire 
a Proof of the Miniſter's Miſconduct, or of his Crimes} 
Was not this openly avowing one of the moſt heinous 
Crimes that can be committed by a Minifter in this Kin 
dom? Was it not avowing that he had made uſe of * 
Favours of the Crown for obtaining a corrrupt Majority in 
both Houſes of Parliament, and keeping that Majority it a 
flaviſh Dependance upon himſelf alone? Do not we all 
know, that even the King himſelf is not; by our Conltita: 


tion, to take Notice of any Man's Behaviour in Parliament, 


far leſs to make that Behaviour a Means by which he is to 
obtain, or a Tenure by which he is to hold, the Favour of 
the Crown ? And ſhall we allow a Miniſter not only to do, 
but openly to avow, what he ought to be hanged for, ſhould 
he adviſe his Sovereign to do ſo? It is by Means of this 
Crime, Sir, that the Miniſter I am ſpeaking of has obtained 
the Authority or Approbation of Parliameht in every Step 
of his Conduct, and therefore that Authority or Approbation 
is ſo far from being an Alleviation, that it is a moſt heavy 
Aggravation of every wrong Step which he has thus got 
authoriſed or approved of by Parliament. For this Reaſon, 
in conſidering any particular Step of his Conduct, its being 
authoriſed or approved by Parliament, can have no Weight 
in his Favour, whatever it may have againſt him. Tf the 
Step was in itſelf weak or wicked, or if it now appean 
from its Conſequences to have been ſo, its having been ap- 
proved of, or authoriſed by Parliament, muſt be ſuppoſed to 
have proceeded either from his having miſled the Parliament 
by falſe Gloſſes and Aﬀeverations, or from his having over: 
awed a Majority by means of that Crime which he has ſince 
openly avowed. 

« Having thus obviated an Obje&ion that may be made 
againſt any particular Accuſation, as well as againſt the 
general Accuſations I have already mentioned, I ſhall jak 
hint at ſome of the particular Branches of Miſconduct he 
has been guilty of in the long Courſe of his Adminiſtration ;, 
and among theſe, the ſmall Progreſs we have made in the 
Diſcharge of our Public Debt moſt juſtly deſerves the fir 
Place. It is really ſurprizing, that the National Debt ſhould 
now be as much, if not more than it was in the Year 1725, 
when our Miniſter firſt took it into his Head to pull down the 
overgrown Power of the Houſe of Auſtria. In the Year 1716, 
the public Debt was computed to amount'to no more than 


47.894. 950l. but by ſome Articles then omitted, and by man 


extraordinary Allowances afterwards made, eſpecially th 
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relati to Army · Debentures, in wh ich this Gentleman had 14 Ges. 
A _ remarkable Share, the public Deb I. = 


as it then ſtood, 1740, | 
was made to amount to 51,000,0001,. Of this Sym there 328 
was, in or before the Year 1725, paid off about 5. ooo, oool. 7 
which reduced it to 46, ooo, oool. and as the Sinking- Fund 

was to receive a great Addition in the Lear 1727, by the 

Reduction of Intereſt, we had a ProſpeR of having a great 

Part of our public Debts paid off in a few Years, ef] ially 

as the Tranquillity of Europe, or at leaſt of this Nation, 

ſeemed to be eſtabliſhed by the Treaty concluded that Year ' 

at Vienna, between the Emperor and the King of Spain. 

But our Miniſter was, it ſeems, ſenſible of the Power and 

Influence he acquired by means of this Load of Debt, and 

by the many Taxes impoſed for the Payment of. it. He 

knew that theſe Taxes, while they continue, muſt always. 

make a great Number of Officers and Placemen neceſſary ; 

and as be had the placing, preferring, and diſplacing of all 

theſe Officers at his arbitrary Will and Pleaſure, he knew 

what Weight this gave to his Influence, both at Election 

and in Parliament, For this Reaſon he has employed all g 

his Art to prevent our being able to pay off any Part of our 

old debt, or if we paid off with one Hand, he has taken 

care to make us contract as much with the other, ſo that the ; 
National Debt is now much about the ſame, or rather more, 'v 
than it was in the Year 1725, tho' the Nation had never, in a , 
all that Time, been involved in any extraordinary Expence, 

but what has been unneceſſarily brought upon it by his Art 

or Miſconduct. 

« I fay, Sir, his Art or Miſconduct, either of which is 
certainly a moſt ſufficient Cauſe to remove him from his 
Majefty's Councils; but T am apt to believe, there was 
ſomething of Art or Deſign, as well as Miſcondu& in it; for 
he really ſeems to have been afraid of having our Debts 
diminiſhed, for fear of the Conſequence, which muſt have 
been that of aboliſhing ſome of our moſt burdenſome and 
pernicious Taxes; otherwiſe it was impoſſible he could 
have taken ſo much Pains as he did, to defeat a Scheme a 
offered a few Years ſince by a worthy Member of this 
Houle, for reducing the Intereſt payable upon the National 
Debt, and for putting the whole upon a certain Footing of 
being diſcharged in a Courſe of Years, without its being in 
the Power of any ſuch Miniſter as he to prevent it. Ta 
find Fault with the defeating of this Scheme, may likewiſe 
be ſaid to be an Accuſation brought againſt this very Parlia- 
ment; but it is well known by whom, and by whoſe Influ- 
ence it was defeated, I am pretty ſure, it is the general 
Opinion without Doors, that it was not by the Influence of 
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* 40 14, Geo Argument! but if the Defeat was owing to that 'Inflacngs, 
. 


as I hope it was, I am convinced, that moft of thoſe WI 
were ſwayed by that Influence, are now ſenfible of the 
Error, and heartily wiſh they had conſidered better of it; 
for I am afraid we ſhall never again meet with ſo favourable 
an Opportunity. iy {es 3 
But. Sir, the next Step of Miſconduct I ſhall take notiee 
of, is of a different Nature; it is a Step that happened not 
to meet with the Approbation of Parliament, tho I dd net 
queltion its having been ſupported and enforced by all the 
| Methods uſual of late Years, in ſuch Cafes, I make ny 
Doubt but every one, who poſſeſſed or hoped for ahy 
Place or Office under the Crown, were threatned with a Dif. 
appointment to their Hopes, or the Loſs of the Places they 
poſſeſſed, if they voted againit it; and my Reaſon for not 
doubting of this is, becauſe ſeveral Noblemen and Gentle. 
men were the very next Year turned out of eyery Place 
the Crown could take from them, for no other apparent 
Reaſon, but becauſe they or their Friends voted again 
that miniſterial Project; and, ſo far as I can recolle&, I do not 
remember, that any one who voted againſt it has ever ſince 
obtained a Favour from the Crown, unleſs it be ſuch, as have, 
by their Conduct ſince, ſhewn, that they heartily repented of 
their Stubbornneſs at that Fime, I believe every one that 
hears me will ſuppoſe I mean the Exciſe-Scheme, © which 
was certainly one of the weakeſt, or one of the wickedef 
Projects that was ever ſet on Foot, or countenanced, by any 
Miniſter in this Kingdom. If our Miniſter was ſenſible of 
the great Power that Scheme would have placed in the Hands 
of a Miniſter, and had really formed a Deſign to overturn 
by that Means the Liberty of the People, he ought to be not 
only removed, but puniſhed for his Wickednets; and if Ne 
was not ſenſible of the Danger that would accrue from that 
Scheme to our Conſtitution, if he had really no View, but 
the precarious Hope of thereby making a little Addition 
to the public Revenue, particularly to the Civil-Liſt, I mul 
ſay, his Weakneſs was amazing; for it ſhewed, that he nei 
ther underſtood the Genius of our Conſtitution, nor the Ges 
nius of our People. If he had underitood the Genius ef 
our Conſtitution, he could not but be ſenſible of the deftruc- 
tive Effects that Scheme mult neceſſarily have had upon it: 
If he had underſtood the Genius of our People, it is impoF- 
fible to ſuppoſe, he would have adviſed his Majeſty to have 
forfeited the Affections of the whole People, for the ſake 
of making an uncertain, and at beſt, but a trifling Addition 


to the Public, or Civil-Liſt Revenue. 
f . Thus, 
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Thus, Bir, if be had never baen guilty of any other A Gee  * 
Crime or Overfight, ſor this Project alone he deſerves gt 15 17 * 
lealt to be removed from big Majetty's Councils; and they 5 
Reſentment he ſhewed againſt thoſe, who. yoted agaigh thiy 4 
his favourize Sebheme, is a Proof of What ke now publicly 
avows, that he has made uſe of, that he will make uſe of, the 
Favours of the Crowns for obtaining a corrupt Majority in 
both Houſes of Parliament. What happened, upon this Oe: 
caſion, is an evident Demonſtration, that he has by ſuch 
Means already got, in a great meaſure, the Nomination of 
the ſixteen Peers to repralent the Peerage of Scotland in the " 
other Houſe of Parliament. We may remember, that ſeven 
or tight of the ſixteen, who then fat in the other Houſe, 
declared openly againlt this Scheme, and prevailed with ' 
molt of their Friends in this, to vote againſt it: What was b 
the Conſequence ? Every one of them, tho' they had great - 
perſonal Intereſt among the Peers of Scotland, were, at the | 
next Election, excluded by this Miniſter's Intereſt from being 
rechoſen; and every one of them thai enjoyed any Poſt, +» 
during the Pleaſure of the Crown, had the Honour to be 
diſmiſſed his Majeſty's Service; I fay, the Honour, becauſe, 
in ſuch a Cafe, I think it is the greateſt Honour the Crown 
can beſtow, 4 
It wou'd be endleſs, Sir, to recount every falſe Step this 2 
Minilter has made in the Conduct of our domeſtic Affairs, : 
and therefore I ſh-ll mention only one more, which is the 
ſeeming Approbation he procured, but two Years ago, from 
Parliament, of that Cos vention which he had juſt before 
concluded with Spain. As the Convention itſelf relatys to 
our foreign Affairs, I ſhall not here enter into the Merits of 
it; 1 ſhal! here confider only the Method he took to obtain a 
ſeem ing Approbation of it from Parliament, which was by 
the iirongeſt Aﬀeverations, that the Spaniſh Court was fenft- 
ble of its having been in the Wrong to this Nation; that its 
agreeing to pay 200,0001. as he reckoned. it, to us in name 
of Damages, was an Acknowledgment of its having been 
in the Wrong; and that his Catholic Majeſiy and his Mini- 
ſters were ſlrongly and fincereiy inclined to do us Juſtice, 
with regard to the future Security of our Trade and. Naviga- 
tion in the American Seas; from whence he concluded, that 
tho' we had not got all we might expect by the Convention, 
which was but a preliminary Treaty, yet it was a 
Foundation to build on, and. might probably, if the Houle 
agrecd to the Addreſs then moved for, produce a ſolid ard 
lalting Peace; whereas, if the Addreſs ſhould be diſagreed 
to, the immediate Conſequence would be a War with Spain. 
Vol. VII. „ 9 


. 


Anno t4;Geo. 
II. 1740. 


g Wr 
* — . 


— —* 


(%% 


I may appeal; Sir, almoſt to every Gentlemen that 


hears me, if this was not the Strength of the ment in 
favour of that Addreſs: I may appeal to many that -voted 
for it; if their depending upon the Truth of theſe Aﬀſeve 
rations was not the only Reaſon for their agreeing to ſo 
much as a ſeeming Approbation of that infamous Conven- 
tion ; but from the Conſequences, and likewiſe from the 
Papers, imperfect as they are, laid before us, it now appears, 
that there was not the leaſt Ground for any of theſe Aſſe- 
verations. It appears, that Spain inſiſted upon having our 
Navigation in the American Seas regulated, that is to ſay, 
they inſiſted it ſhould not be free: That Spain infiſſed 
our South-Sea Company's paying them a moſt unjuſt 
mand of 68,0001. which reduced the Sum they were to pay 
us by the Convention, to 27,0001. and this was not near the 
Value of the Ships they had before acknowledged to have 
been unjuſtly taken, from us, and had aQually diſpatched 


Orders to the Weſt-Indies for their Reſtitution, as appean 


upon the Face of the Convention itſelf ; ſo that their agree 
ing to pay this Sum was far from being even a tacit Ae. 
knowledgment of their having no Right to ſtop and ſearch 
our Ships upon the high Seas, and to ſeize and confiſcate 
them, if they had any of thoſe Goods on board, which the 


- Spaniards are pleaſed to call contraband : It was only an 
| Acknowledgment, that ſome of our Ships had been, even 


| Infiſjed on; and they farther inſiſted, as now plainly ap- 


upon this Foeting, unjuſtly ſeized, which the Spaniſh Court 
had expreſsly acknowledged, long before the Convention 
was thought of: Theſe, Sir, were the Terms the Spaniards 


pears, that we ſhould keep no Squadroa at Gibraltar or 
Portmahon, notwithſtanding their being now a Part of the 
Britiſh Dominions; from whence they would, I ſuppoſe, 
have taken Occaſion in a ſhort time to inſiſt, againſt usat 
leaſt, that they had a Dominion over the Mediterranean, 'a 
well as the American Seas, and that our Ships ſhould not 
fail in the former no more than in the latter, but by their 
leave, and according to ſuch Directions, or if you pleaſe, 
Regulations, as they ſhould preſcribe. 5 
Theſe, I ſay, Sir, were the Terms of Peace the Spani- 
ards inſiſted on: Unleſs we ſhould agree to theſe hard and 
diſhonourable Terms, the Spaniſh Court never ſhewed the 
leaſt Inclination to live in Peace with us, as appears from 
the whole Tenor of our Negotiations previous to the Con- 
vention. Can we ſuppoſe that our prime and ſole Miniſter 


Vas ignorant of this? Can we ſuppoſe that he believed or 


.cluded with Spain upon the Footing of the Convention, ar 


imagined, that a ſafe and honourable Peace could be con- 


upon 
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upon any other Footing; whilſt they continued eo inſiſt Atino14; Geo. 
ſuch — ? What then can we think of ane ct ann 8.174 
be made uſe of for obteining-from Parliament a ſort of ap 
probation of- his Convention? Muſt not we conclude, that 
for this Purpoſe he aſſerted what he knew to be falſe-? And 
ſhall we ſuffer a Man to ſit, and to bear the chief Sway in 
the Councils of our Sovereign, who, in order to impoſe a 
diſhonourable Treat upon bis King and , aſſerted 
in open Parliament what he knew to be abſolutely falſe ? --- 
I ſhall now beg leave, Sir, to take notice of ſome df 
the moſt remarkable Errors, if not Crimes, in our Miniſter's 
Conduct, with regard to foreign Affairs. Here too his 
Adminiſtration began with a Meaſure that could not but be 
diſagreeable to the People, becauſe it was diſhonourable to the 
Nation: It began with a Treaty of Peace with Spa, by 
which we agreed to reſtore the Ships we had taken from that 
Nation in an open and juſt War; and with a Negotiation, I 
ſhall not ſay an Engagement, to reſtore Gibraltar and Port- 
Mahon, without ſtipulating any Thing for the Advantage 
of this Nation, or obtaining an Explanation-of thoſe Trea- 
ties, which even then had been miſrepreſented on the Part of 
Spain, . Soon after this, he entered into that cloſe Friendſhip 
and Correſpondence with the Court of France, which, to the 
infinite Diſadvantage of this Nation, has. continued ever 1 
ſince, and which has now at laſt brought the Balance of a 
Power into the utmoſt Danger, if not to inevitable Ruin. 
But the moſt remarkable and the moſt pernicious of all his 
pernicious Meaſures was, the Conceit he took into his Head 
in the Year of 1725, that the Houſe of Auſtria was grown 
too powerful, and ought therefore to be pulled down. This 
Conceit, whether his own, or of French Original, made hirk 
infuſe into bis late Majeſty thoſe frightful Notions of the 
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us At dangerous but impracticable Engagements, which the Empe- 
„ 1 ror and Spain had entered into, by the Treaty concluded be- 
- ot tween them at Vienna in that Year; and this produc'd the 
their Treaty of Hanover, which loaded this Nation with the Ex- 


pence of ſeveral uſeleſs Squadrons, a great Addition of uſeleſs 

regular Troops, and which was the moſt uſeleſs of all, a 

great Body of Heflian Troops for ſeveral Years, and large 7 
Subſidies to foreign Princes, whilſt our Allies the French, 

who had certainly more to fear than we had, from that Con- 

junction between the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, neither 

put themſelves to any Ex „ nor pick'd any Quarrels 

either with Spain or the Emperor; but purſued their Trade 

in ſafety, during the Time that our Trade to Spain was en- 

tirely ſtopt, and our Trade to every other Part of the World 


L 2 interrupted 


II. > 


oy 
2 


= 
'S 


— > 7 A 


OLE (76) - 
Anno 14, Oed interrupted by Spaniſh Privateers, fined out and manned by 
. I. 1740. French — THE $55 nous 0 E466 AIR 
seed tor wmentioh particularly the ſeveral Nepatial 
OM 1 tions, Preliminaries, Pacifications; Conventions ahd 'Freatiey; 
which this Treaty of Hanover gave Birth to, for ede Ne. 
gotiation we have carried on, and every Treaty we have bo 
eluded ſince that Lime, may be ſaid proteed from that 
Original; and every one of them may juſtly be cahed 
true Copy of the Original. They have bevn a perfect Sevies 
af Blunders, and, like a Neſt of Pill-Boges from Germany, 
ſeem to be encloſed in ons another, with nothing but Empti. 
nes in any of them; for I defy un Man tu few mne du 
Advantage this Nation has reaped from any Treaty we have 
negotiated for twenty Years paſt. From the lat 'Treaty, 
eed, I mean the Convention, it may be ſaid, we have re 
ed ſome Advantage, becauſe it fore d us into a War, whith 
zs certainly more eligible than the deſttuctive and diſhonvur- 
able Method of Negotiation, we had for ſo many Years be. 
fore been involved in; and this War might have beet at- 
tended with areal Advantage, if our Miniſter had thought 
fie to puſh it, either with Vigour or common Diſcretion; 
but in the Proſecution of the War he has ated more weakly, 
1 or more wickedly, than he did in the Time of Peace: 'In 
* ; Time of Peace, he made us become the Scoff of the Nation 
around about us, by the Tediouſneſs and Perplex ity of bjv 
Negotiations: In Time of War, he has made us at Object 
of Scorn to our Enemies, and an Object of Pity to our 
Friends, by the Vaſtneſs of his Preparations and the Puſillas 
nimity of his Actions. Our Trade has been both oppreſſed 
and neglected for the Sake of fitting out mighty Squadrons; 
and our Squadrons have been ſent out, either with Orders to 
do nothing, or without Materials proper for doing any 
Thing. By this Conduct, Sir, our Enemies have been en- 
riched with our Spoils, and our own People oppreſſed with 
Armies, which either ſhould not have been raifed, or ſhould 
have been ſent out to vindicate the Honour of their Country, 
Shall we in this Houfe fit ſtill and fee the Councils of om 
Sovereign directed by a Miniſter, who has thus, both in 
Peace and War, expoſed our Country to Scorn and Deriſion? 
I beg Pardon, Sir, for taking up ſo much of your Time} 
but the Subject is fo copious, that it is difficult to pick out 
thoſe Facts that are moſt proper to be mentioned; and every 
Part of his long Adminiſtration is fall of ſuch oppreflive and 
dangerous Schemes, or ſuch 'anaccoamable Blunders, that 
it is not eaſy for one who has a true Regard for his King 
and Country, to paſs any of them over in Silence. I have 
mentioned but a few; what I haye mentioned will =_ 
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that the Diſcontents of the People art far from-befdy ground> Anno 50 Geo, 
leſs; bat ſuppoſe they were, they would nevertheleſt bea II 
{ufficient Foundation for the Addrefs I am to propale ; for LH WINS 
no Man, who bas been ſo unſortunate as to ingur the publi ai 
Hatred, ought to have any Share in his Majeſty!s Cookdence 
or Councils. If his Majeſty were ſenſibſe of it, Lam ſure, he 
has ſuch a Regard for the Aſſections of his Peaple; that he 
would not allow ſuch a Man to approach his Perſon or Pa» 
lace ; and as it is our Duty ta inform his Majeſty, how de. 
teltable this Miniſter is to the Majority of his People, we 
ought to take the proper Way for giving our Sovereign this 
Information, Which is, by addreſſing him to — a 
Miniſter from his Councils. 8 | 2 5 
«+ But farther, Sir, ſuppoſe this Miniſter had never been 
guilty of any Crime, Error, or Overſight in his public Con 
duct; ſuppoſe the People had all along been perſectiy pleav'd | 
with his Adminiſtration, yet the very Length of it is, in a 
fee Country, ſufficient Cauſe for removing him. It is a moſt 
dangerous Thing in a free Government, to allow any Man 
to continue too Jong in the Poſſeſſion of great Power: Moft 
Common-wealths have been overturned by this very Over- 
ſight; and in this Country, we know how difficult it bas 
otten proved, for our Parliament to draw an old Favourite f 
from behind the Throne, even when he has been guilty of A 
the molt henious Crimes. I wiſh this may nat be our Caſe 
at preſent; for tho' I ſhall not ſay, nor have I at preſent 
any Occafion for ſhewing, that the Favourite I am now com- 
plaining of has been guilty of heinous Crimes, yet I will 
ſay, that there is a very general Suſpicion againſt him, that 
this Suſpicion is juſtified by the preſent Situation of our 
Affairs both at Home and Abroad, and that it is ridiculous 
to expect, that any proper Diſcovery ſhould be made, as 
long as he is in Poſſeſſion of all the Proofs, and has the 
Diſtribution of all the Penalties the Crown can inflict, as 
well as of all the Favours the Crown can beſtow. Remove 
him from the King's Councils and Preſence; remove him 
from thoſe high Offices and Power he is now poſſeſſed of, 
if he has been guilty of any Crimes, the Proof may then 
be come at, and the Witneſſes againſt him will not be afraid 
to appear: Till you do this, it is impoſſible to determine, 
whether he is guilty or innocent; and, confidering the uni- 
verſal Clamour againſt him, it is high Time to reduce him 
to ſuch a Condition, as that he may be brought to à fair, an 
impartial, and a ſtrict Account. If he were conſcious of- 
his being entirely innocent, and had a due Regard to the 
Security and Glory of his' Mafter and Sovereign, he would 
have choſe to have put himſelf into this Condition . 
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II. 1240 gur Duty to endeavour to do it for him; and therefore 1 
man conclude” with moving, That an humble Addreſs. le. 
preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be gracibuſly pleaſed to 
to remove the Right Honourable Sir Robert Walpole, Knight cu 
of the moſt noble Order of the Garter, firſt Commiſſioner, M 
Chancellor and Under-Treaſurer of the Exchequer, and one Pi 
of his Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council, from h m. 
Majeſty's Preſence and Councils ſor ever. 1 85 In 
Mr. Pelbam. | „ 
| 4 5:08 S335. C2 $8254) 55 TR „ ere W. 
Mr. Pelham. As we have often been threatened with ſome ſuch Motion i ha 
as this, I have fora long time expected it with Impatience, ca 
becauſe I imagined, they who thus threatened had made In 
ſome Diſcoveries, which the Worid had never been in the gr 
leaſt appriſed of. I little expected they would have at. Ac 
. _  - tempted to blaeken the Character of an Honourable. Gentle. dn 
man, who has ſerved his Country for many Years, in many Ex 
high Offices, and in three ſeveral Reigns, and always, in-my M 
Opinion, with great Wiſdom and Integrity: I ſay, I little wi 
expected to find-any Attempt made to blacken ſuch a Gen- on 
tleman's Character, upon bare Surmiſes and general Argu ful 
ments, which have been all fully anſwered, again and-agalh, tre 
both within Doors and without; and I muſt fay, I am-very ap 
much ſarpriſed to find this Attempt made by Gentlemen, for 
who have never been ſuſpected of being Enemies to our I 
preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. If the Nation had now again be 
been ſo unfortunate, as to have a Majority of this Houle | 
conſiſting of ſach as were ſecret Enemies to the Proteſtant th 
Succeſſion, I ſhould not have wondered to find this 'Gentle- ot 
man's Character attacked, as it has been once before by ſuch fot 
Men: I ſhould not have wondered to have heard a Motion dr. 
made for removing him from his -Majeſty's Councils and Cc 
Preſence, for this very Reaſon, becauſe he has ſhewn, that hi 
he deſerves to be there; but | am ſurpriſed to hear ſuch 4 M. 
Motion made by thoſe, who have always profeſſed, and l as. 
believe fincerely profeſſed, themſelves Friends to our happ) 
Conſtitution, and to that upon which it depends, our preſent i 
happy Eſtabliſhment; becauſe ſuch a Motion upon ſuch 4 
flender Foundation I take to be inconſiſtent with both. Tl 
I ſhall grant, Sir, that this Houſe may addreſs the King Ju 
to remove any one of his Servants: I ſhall grant, we have Wo 
Precedents for ſuch an Addreſs ; but I will ſay, the Prece in 
dents are very few, and I believe, no one upon our Journal Kr 
for removing a Miniſter, who was not accuſed of ſomething "y 
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that was acknowledged to be a Crime. Is this the Caſe x 
preſent! 
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preſent? Has the Honourable Gentleman who made you the. Anno 14, Ges. 


ledged to be a Crime ? He 
to be removed, is an unpopular Miniſter: That he has in- 
curred the Hatred of the le in general; and that no 
Man ought to be continued in his Majeſty's Councils or 
Preſence, who has had the Misfortune to do ſo. This Argu- 
ment, Sir, has, I think, the Misfortune to labour under two 
Imperfetions. The Premiſes I maſt look on, as a fort of 
begging the Queſtion; and the Concluſion is not, I think, 
deducible from the Premiſes. The Honourable Gentleman, 
whoſe Conduct is the Subject of this Debate, may not, per- 
haps, be the Minion of the Mob, which no Minilter ever 
can, who 3 ſteadily, and invariably, the true 
Intereſt of his ntry ; eſpecially, if he continues for a 
great Number of Years to have a principal Share in the 
Adminiſtration : The  Populace in all Countries love to be 
diverted with Changes, and aſtoniſhed with extraordinary 
Events ; and therefore: they are apt to grow weary of a 
Miniſter who continues long in Place; and does not, with or 
without Reaſon, involve his Country in War, which is the 
only Method by which he can entertain them with wonder- 
ful Events. But that this Gentleman has incurred the Ha- 
tred of the better ſort of People in general. I believe, will 
appear to be a Miſtake, by the Fate of this very Motion; 
for as the Members of this Houſe are their Repreſentatives, 
I ſhall always judge of their Sentiments by what appears to 
be the Sentiments of the Majority of this Aſſembly. 
However, ſuppoſe, Sir, it were indubitably true, that 
this Minitter had incurred the Diſpleaſure of the Majority 
ot all Ranks of People, I do not think this a good Reaſon 
for branding his Character with ſuch a Stigma, as an Ad- 


ion e dreſs of this Houſe to remove him from his Majeſty's 
and Councils and Preſence for ever. A famous Poet, who ſhewed 
that himſelf a good Politician, as well as an excellent Judge of 
cha Mankind, has, in talking of a virtuous Man, laid this down 
ad [ as a Maxim; . N 
x Non ſumit aut ' ponit ſecures 
2 Aroitrio popularis aura. | 

The People, even thoſe of the better ſort, are but very bad 
Ling Judges of a Man's Virtue or Wiſdom, and they are much 
have worſe Judges of a Miniſter's Conduct in political Affairs; for 
rece- in order to judge rightly of this, we muſt have a thorough 
rnals Knowledge, not only of the Intereſts and Circumſtances of 
bing our Country, but of the Circumſtances, Intereſts, and Views 
ſe xt of all the foreign Courts we have any thing to do with; and 


Motion, mentioned any one 8 that — 21 IH: 1940. 
Ys, entleman he lehres UW * 3 


| Anno14, Ges. in order to know the Views of foreign Courts, we muſhy 
IL 1745 perfectly acquainted with the Characters of thoſe We bei 
One principal Sway at each. Can we ſuppoſe any May ef 
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inferior Rank to have ſuch a Knowledge ? It is a Know 
ledge, Sir, that can be acquired by none but thoſe of high 
Rank, or ſuch as have been in ſome eminent Station; and 
therefore we are not to condemn the Conduct of a Miniſtet, 
for no other Reaſon but becauſe it is complained of bythe 
Majority of the People, por ought ſuch a general Complant 
to be admitted as a good Reaſon for removing him from the 
King's Councils or Preſence. Among the many other Per. 
fections of our Conſtitution, this is one, and none of dhe 
leaſt, that the Common-wealth is not to be deprived of the 
Service or Advice of a wiſe and faithful Magiftrate or Mini. 
ſter, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe a general, but ground. 
leſs Clamour has been raiſed againſt ſome Parts of his Con- 
duct; therefore, whatever Clamours may have been raiſed 
againſt ſome Parts of his Conduct, they ought not of them. 
ſelves to be of any Weight in this Debate, even tho! it were 
proved, that the Honourable Gentleman, now defired to be 
removed, had all along had not only the chief, but the fole 
Direction of all our public Affairs, which has not been at. 
tempted to be proved, tho? I confeſs, it has been firoagh 
aſſerted ; but if I ſhould take upon me to aſſert the contrary, 
I muſt think I have an equal Title to be believed, becauſe, 
conſidering how long, and in what Stations I have ferved his 
Majeſty, my Knowledge of the, Fact muſt be at leaſt as well 
founded, and I hope, my Veracity is equally to be depended on. 
| © The Grounds of the Clamours and Complaints, either 
within Doors or without, are therefore to be ſirialy ex- 
amined, becauſe they are the only Arguments that can have 
any Weight in this Debate; and as there has been nothing 
new advanced upon this Head, whatever Pleaſure Gentlemen 
may rake in repeating the Objections that were made, at the 
reſpective and only proper Times, to the ſeveral Steps of ou 
public Conduct now complained of, 1 hope, Sir, they will 
pardon me, if I do not take up your Time with repeating 
the Anſwers then made to them, which were ſo ſatis factory, 
that all the Meaſures now complained of, except, I think, 
but one, met with the Approbation of one or both Houſes 
Parliament, or with the final Approbation of either; but, ſo fir 
as it proceeded, it met with the Approbation of this Houle, 
and it was not dropt becauſe it was bad in itſelf, but becauſe 
of the Spirit that had been raiſed agaipſt it without Doom. 
In all Countries there are certain Prejudices which nothing 
but abſolute Power can get the better of. In this Country 
general Exciſe has been made ſuch a Bugbear, that the * 
ple 


Per , .. . m . Ä . op" 75 


4 © 


: SES W 
() RS. - 
ple are frigbtned at every Thing which! has but the lein Annie d. ges. 
Reſemblance of it; and this was dhe Caſe with regard to the II 
new Method then propoſed for raiſing the Duties upon Wine 
and Tobateco,) which might as well have been called a general 
Maſſacre as a general Exeiſe. A generäl Exciſe, Sir, is 8 
when a Duty is laid upon every Thing à Man can eat, | 
drink, or conſume; àßd chat Duty raiſed bet upon the 
Importer and Manufacturer, but upon che” Rætaifer and 
Conſumer. This, inderd would be a terrible Grievance: 
but was there any Thing like this in the Exciſe' Scheme 7 
At that Time there were, and are ſtill, heavy Duties upon 
Wines and Tobacco: Theſe Duties had before been raiſed 
by Way of Cuſtom upon the Tmportation, which had occa- 
ſioned great Frauds and Abuſes; therefore, to prevent theſe 
Frauds, and to encourage the fair Trader, it was propoſed to 
raiſe them; for the future, not upon the Conſumer, for this 
would have look'd ſomething like a general Exciſe, but upon 
the Retailers; and upon them only. This, I till think, Sir, 
was neither a bad, nor an oppreſſive, nor a dangerous Scheme; N 
but if, upon a more mature Deliberation, it had appeared to. 
be ſo, the Honourable Gentleman, who Waiſt patronized it, 
is not to be condemned, becauſe as ſoon as he ſaw that the 
People thought it ſo, the” he perhaps thought otherwiſe, yet 
he freely gave it up. Miniſters, Sir, are not infallible : No 
good Miniſter will pretend to be ſo; and therefore, the moſt 
we can expect is, that they ſhould alter their Conduct as ſoon 
as they diſcover their Error. One of the wiſeſt and greateſt 
Sovereigns we ever had, tho' adviſed by a very good and 
able Miniſter, fell into an Error: I mean the Caſe of Mo- 
nopolies, in Queen Elizabeth's Time; but as ſoon as ſhe diſ- 
covered it, ſne corrected it and upon that Oecaſion made ſuch 
a Speech, by Way of Anſwer to the Addreſs of this Houſe, 
as ought to be hung up in the Cabinet of every ſovereign 
Prince. The Parliament was ſp far from condemning the 
Miniſter, for his having adviſed theſe Monopolies, that this 
Houſe ſent a ſolemn Deputation to thank the Queen for re- 
voking her Patents, in Anſwer to which ſhe made the Speech 
[ have mentioned. Therefore, ſuppoſing the Extiſe- Scheme 
to have. been a very bad one, we have no Reaſon to blame 
any Miniſter for it; becauſe it was given up as ſoon as it 
was found to be diſagreeable to the People, 
As to the Methods. that were taken in the ' Year 
1721, for reſtoring public Credit, and ſor puniſhing thoſe 
who had brought it to the very Brink of DeitruQtion, they 
were ſo much approved of at that Time, both within Doors 
and without, that I am ſurprized to hear them now com- 
Vor. VII. N + +4 4 plained s 
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2e plained of. Ibs public, Credit was ip-2 ſhort. Lime effect. 
** a and amazingly. reflored, and the Guilty wezs, capdignly* 
A 8 either Severity or Partialityq and N. 
1 ducing the Intereſt payable to the Proprietors of the Spußh⸗ 
| Yea Stock, as it was then augmented and eſtabliſhed, & Mal 
extraordinary Advantage has accrued, to the Public; Ebel 
Facts are ſo, notorious, and the Arguments in Faypur of Nh 
was done at that Time, are ſo recent in every Man's Meme: 
ry, that I ſhould pot trouble you with Prodi of the-farmer, 
or a Repetition of the latter. And for the ſame Reaſan, [ 
think it unneceſſary to trouble you with a Re-juſtificatigs af 
the. Hanover, Treaty, or any of the Meaſures conſequent | 
thereupon. But as to the Complaint relating ta the ob- | 
vention, and the Arguments made uſe of in Fayour: of the 
Addreſs. propoſed, when that Treaty was under the Conſide- 
ration of this Houſe, as it is ſomething new, I {hall beg 
leave to make ſome few Remarks upon it. »vEd blgt 
In the firſt Place, I myſt, obſerve, Sir, that, thoſe: who 
make this Complaint ſeem to have forgot the Station in 
which the Honourable Gentleman, whoſe Character is no | 
attacked, has always ſerved his Majeſly. Even ſuppoſe be 
were, as they repreſent him, the chief and ſole Miniſter, it | 
| would be impoſſible for him to. govern and direct all au 
| foreign Negotiations, as well as all the Aſſairs of the Tres | 
: ſury. He muſt leave the Management of our- foreign Al. 
fairs to others, and muſt take hig Information, as to Faſts, 
from thoſe that are entruſted with the Management of. them; 
therefore, when he is to talk of them in this Houle, or auy 
where elſe, he may be impoſed on as well as others and 
conſequently, ſuppoſe he had faid in this Houſe, that his Ca- 
-tholic Majeſty was inclined to live in Peace with this Nas 
tion, or that the Spaniſh Court ſeemed willing to agres 0 
reaſonable Terms tor ſecuring our Trade and Navigation ia 
the American Seas, when in FaQ it appeared to be otherwiſe, 
we are not from thence to conclude poſitively, that he ab 
firmed what he knew to be falſe: It would be more charits- 
ble, and, I am ſure, more conſonant to his Character, to 
ſuppoſe, that he had himſelf been impoſed on, and that he 
had given more Credit to our Negotiators, for he was himſelf 
none of them, than they deſerved. ENT 
But, Sir, I am ſtill of Opinion, that the Facts were not 
otherwiſe. I am convinced his Catholic Majeſty: himſelf 
| was inclined to live in Peace with this Nation and I am 
convinced the Court of Spain would have given us Security 
51 for the Freedom of our Trade and Navigation in the Ame 
= T4 rican Seas, if any Method could have been contrived for 
preventing the illicit Trade cartied on with their Settlements 
in 
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' in America. .. This a lite, Time might bly have pto- Ango ry Geo. 

- duced, . if the: People hers, could have been proviiled on (tow II 

ab. have had, Patience, and in that Caſe, the/Convention would \ YN 

all have proved a good Foundation for a ſolid ang laſting Pence; 

z6ſs but nothing would ſatisfy. the People here, but immediate 

hat Catisfact ion and Security, or an immediate War. We know 

mo- who they were that inſtigated: the People do be fo peremp- 

ver, tory in their Demands; and I ſhall not ſtruple to own igas _ 

„ 1 my Opinion, that, by the violent Spirit ſtirred up among our 

| of People here at Home, our Miniſters, of whom the Gentle- 


man now-complained of is but one, were, in fome meaſure, 
forced into Meaſures that have ſince forced the Nation into 
a War. {| b SUL 4x1 » | 

« Gentlemen may ſay what they pleaſe of. the Sum of 
Money agreed by Spain to be paid to us, for the Damages 
we ſuſtained by the Depredations'; but, Sir, Iwill new again 
affirm, that they agreed to pay us 200;0001:. and would 
have immediately given Orders for the Payment of it upon 
their Governors in the Wett Indies ; but we know the Te- 
diouſneſs of theſe Payments, therefore we inſiſted upon hav- 
ing it in ready Money, and upon that Condition we agreed, 
I think, wiſely agreed, to allow 45,0001. for prompt Pay- 
ment, which reduced the 200, oool. to 15 5,000]. and out of 
this it was bath reaſonable and juſt, toallow.them to deduct 
what was due to them, on Account ef the Ships agreed to be 
reſtor'd to them by the Treaty in 1721. amounting to 600001. 
which reduced what they bad agreed to pay to-us on Account 
of Damages to 95, 00. | al 0 

* Thus, Sir, it appears, that they had actually allowed us 
ꝛ00, oool. in lieu of Damages. This was a great deal above 
the Value of all the Ships they had ever before acknowledged 
to have been unjuſtly. ſeized or taken from us; ard there - 
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iſe, fore, their agreeing to pay us this Sum, was a tacit Ac- 
af. knowledgment of their having been in the wrong; and, 
ite without any Regard to What was due to them from ber 
00 South Sea Campany, the Balance as I have ſtated it, aud a8 
he it was ftated by the Convention, would, I believe, have 
ſelſ been paid to us at the Time appointed, if we had recalled 
| our Squadron from Gibraltar; but, confaderiny the violent 
not Spirit that prevailed here at Home, our Minifters could not 
ſelf venture to do ſo, for fear of having our domeſtic Tranquil 
am lity diſturbed by ſame furious, popular Commotion 3 and the 
rity Court of Spain looking upon the Cantindance of our Squa- 
ne. dron at Gibraltar as an Inſult upon their Crown and King- 
for dom, refuſed to pay the 98. oool. ſtipulated by the Conven- 
nts uon. That they had no Right to look upon our keeping 
in 2 Squadron at Gibraltar as an Inſult, is certainly true ; for . 
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Anno 14; Geo as it is now the Prope cw a Brin, w 
N keep a' Squadron 'th ir ws eaſe 5 but, 88 N. e. 
before done ſo, us we had — ſent or So SY n 
DP. RI there, -unleſs-when we bad 4 Diſpute with foriis bf the 
| neighbouring Powers, and as we had then nd Di 
_ r except Spain, it was ae to 
I believe; all Europe did ſuppoſe, that we Rept bu 
. — there, with a Deſign” to oblige the Spatiiar 0 
perform punctually what they had promiſed by t e Cohen. 
- tion; and in this Light it muſt be admitted, that The Ovjjn 
of Spain had ſome Reaſon to look upon it as an Tnſult3" for, 
tho I ſhould be very ready to do a Man Juſtice, Tſhauld tide 
like to have him ſtand with his Cane over my Head till ! 
did it: I ſhould certainly difdain to do him Juſtice, as long 
as he ſtood in that Poſture. 
- «+ From hence we may ſee; Sir, that the Arguments made 
uſe of in favour of the Addreſs propoſed, when we had the 
Convention under our Conſideration, can be no Objection 90 
the Character of the Honourable Gentleman attacked h 
this Motion; and as to our Conduct of the War, it is, 5 
am ſure, what he has nothing to do with, any other wi 
than as being one of his Majeſty's Countil ; ſo that What 
ever can be ſaid againſt our Conduct of the War, muſt mill. 
tate againſt every Member of his Majeſty's Privy Council a; 
much as againſt him. But the chief, and, indeed, the only 
proper Charge that has been made againſt him is, his hav. 
ing endeayoured to obtain a corrupt Influence over a Majg- 
rity in both Houſes of Parliament; for that he has alread 
obtained ſuch an Influence, will not, I hope, be expreſs]y 
affirmed, however ſtrongly it may be inſinuated. This is, 
indeed, a heavy Charge; but furely Gentlemen do not ex. 
pect we ſhould take this upon their ip/z'dixit. It is à Fab 
which, if true, may certainly be proved: Let any one Mem- 
ber of "this Houſe riſe up, let any one who has been a Mem- 
ber come, and ſay, that the Perſon now accuſed ever defired 
him, or tempted him either by Threats or Promiſes to vote 
againſt his Conſcience ' in Parliament; and we fha}t then 
have it in our Power to conſider the Weight of the Evidence 
offered; but ſurely we ought not to condemn a Man upon a 
general Charge unſupported by any Proof. 
The Gentlemen, it is true Sir, who have brovght this 
Charge, have offered two Things in Support of it, Which 
require an immediate Conſideration, © The one is, a ſort of 
preſumptive Proof, and the other, a pretended Confeſſion. 1 
ſhall beg leave to examine both; and firſt,” as to- the 
ſumptive Proof, they ſay that ſeveral Perſons, and ſomE of 
bigh W. 115 been pr out ga youu Office and Em- 
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other apparent Reaſan, bat . becauſe; they ot their Friends . 
oppoſed this Auſten's: Mga! 

1 muſt obſerve, that the King bas, by our Conſtitution, an 
unlimited Prerogative to, employ. what-Servants or Officers 
he pleaſes in the execuuye. Part of our Government, and 
may employ or diſplace whom he pleaſes without aſking the 
Advice of any Min ite? ; and therefore, the Exerciſe this 
Power can never be charged to the Accountrof any Min- 
ſter. I ſhall grant, that the turning a Gentleman out of his 
Polt in the Service of the Crown, for, voting according to 
Conſcience in Parliament, gr for oppoſing any Court -Mea- 
ſure he could not approve of, would be a very wrong and a 


I muſt take notice, that an Oppoſition, in Parliament may 
be ſuch, as will afford a juſt and legal Reaſon for. turning the 
Oppoſer out of the Service of the Crown; When it is in- 
diſcreetly and indecently carried on, or when the Oppoſition 
proceeds not from Honour or Conſcience, but from mere 
Reſentment, becauſe the Gentleman has met with a Denial 
in ſome Suit, which his Majeſty did not think fit to grant. 
In either of theſe Caſes, even a Man's behaving or voting 
in Parliament, will be a good Reaſon for diſmifling him the 
Service of the Crown. Befides theſe, a Gentleman may | 
guilty of ſeveral ſorts of Offences no way relating to his 
Behaviour in Parliament, which highly deſerve a Diſmiſſion 
from the King's Service; and tho' his Majeſty inflicts the 
Puniſhment, he may, from his natural Tenderceſs, and in 
pure Charity to the Offender, be prevailed on not te publiſh 
or declare the Offence, © Therefore, when a Member of Par- 
liament is diſmiſſed the Service of the Crown, tho' his Ma- 
jeſty does not think fit to declare the Offence, it is a Breach 
of Charity in us, and a Failure in Duty to our Sovereign, to 
ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty diſmiſſed him for no other Reaſon, 
but for purſuing the DiQates of his Honour and Conſcience 
in Parliament. PIE | „ ma 
* Now, Sir, with regard to the pretended Confeſſion or 
Declaration, which has been repreſented as ſuch a ' heinous 
Crime. Suppoſe the Honourable Gentleman had made, uſe 
of the very Words that Raye been mentioned, we ought not 
ſurely to take them in a wrong Senſe, if they will bear a 
good one; and therefore we ought to ſuppoſe, that he 
meant, by oppoſing a Miniſter's Meaſures in Parliament, 
not an Oppoſition that proceeded from a Conviction of 
their being wrong, but an Oppoſition that proceeded from 
mere Reſentment, from a fadtious Spirit, or from a ſeeret 
Deſign to compel the King to comply with ſome * | 
| able 
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the Honourable Gentleman in Byink, That he would te 
-pitiful Fellow af à Miniſter, if be did not adviſe the Kin 


Odjection has been made againſt auy Part of his, Condad, 
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to diſmiſs from his Service, Fog who made ſuch an up 
- worthy Uſe of His Seat in either Houſe of Parliament. 
I have now, I think, ſhewn, Sir, that no particyl 
Crime has been fo much as alledged, much leſs proyel 
againſt the Gentfeman whoſe CharaRter is propoſed. to ke 
figmatized by an Addreſs of this Houſe ; that no materi 


Hut what has been before anſwered to the Satisfaction of the 
Nation, as well as of this Hove; and I hope I have ful 
anſwered every thing new, that has been ſtarted in this De 
bate ; therefore T'muſt think, that our agreeing to this Mp 
tion would be a moſt ſignal Breach of our Conſtitution, 30 
2 moſt dangerous Encroachment upon the Prerogatiye of the 
Crown. We know, Sir, what a Ferment was raiſed ih th 
Nation in a late Reign, by a Proceeding of this ſort; mw 
know how it was then declared, ® That addrefling the Rig 
to diſplace his Friends upon bare Surmiſes, before the legal 
Trial, or any Article proved, was illegal, and inverting the 
Law, by making Execution go before Judgment.” .,Þ 
not now let us fall into the ſame Error, leſt it ſhould produs 
the ſime Effects. OR ”\ "9a 
« Befote I conclude, Sir, I muſt take notice of the by 
ment drawn from the Length of Time this Gentleman 
had a Share in the Adminiſtration : If the Form of on 
Government were altogether Republican, there might he 
tome Weight in this Argument; but this is another Adyas- 
tage of our happy Conſtitution, that an able, a good ant 
wit Minifter or Magiſtrate ny os continued in the Ser 
of his Country, for his whole Life, without any Danget 
our Conſtitution, beeauſe the Attachment of the People is 
their King and Royal Family, will always prevent any bal 
Effects from his Ambition; and the Controul of a Malter a 
Sovereign, as well as of two Houſes of nne wil 


always prevent his being guilty of very enormous Practices 
or will at all Times, even when he is in the Zenith of by 
Power, be able to diſcover and puniſh them, if he ſhould: 
So that there is as little in this Argument, as in oy other 


therefore I ſhall give my Negative to the Queſtion. 
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am not diſappointeq, that Epdeavours woald be uſed to per d Barnard. 

ſuade the Houle, that we ought not to addreſs for removing 

a Miniſter, unleſs we have juch Proofs againſt bim, as mar 
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be a ſufficient Ground for impeaching him. This ſeems to 
_ Scope of the Argument made uſe of by the Houours-, 
ble Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and if this were to be admit - 
ted, there never could be any ſuch Thing as an Addrefs-to- 
remove à Miniſter; far if a Mioiſter has been guilty: of - 
Crimes, and if any Member of this Houſe ſhould have In- 
ormation thereof, and ſuffioient Evidence for ſupporting the 
Charge, he ought not to move, for an Addreſs to remove ſuch 
a Miaiſter; it would be his Duty to lay his Infurmation fully 
before the Houſe, and to conclude with a Motion for im- 
peaching him, either of High Treaſon, os of high Crimes 
aud Miſdemeanors, according to the Nature of the Charge, 
he moſt weak, the moſt, continued Series of blunderiog 
Conduct, could never be admitted as a. Foundation for ad- 
Irefliog our Sqvereign, to remove him z and thus, if he con- 
ivued in the Favour of bis Prince, which is not at all im- 
poſſible, he might go on blundering, till he had blundered 
imſelf, his King, and his Country into irretrievable Per- 
dition. F v6 $5131: 6; | TY 
« [ ſhall grant, Sir, that this Houſe has ſeldom f 
o addreſs for the Removal of a Miniſter, unleſs he was ſaſ- 
ved of ſomething that was acknowledged to be criminal, 
dut this did not proceed from its being neceſſary to alledge 
omething criminal as a Foundation for ſuch an Addrefs, but 
decauſe weak, Miniſters are gederally wicked as well as weak: 
By their Weakneſs they run themſelves into Meaſures which 
hey find they cannot jultify, and for which they ought to 
de removed, and then to preveat their Removal, they lead 
hemſelves into Meaſures: for which they ovght to be pu- 
iſhed. This is the tre Reaſon why ſuch Addreſſes have 
generally been founded upon the Suſpicion of Wickedneſs 

s well as Weakneſs; becaule when there were two Reaſons 
or removing a Miniſter from the King's Councils, the 
oule was certainly in the right to inſiſt upon both, Bur 
et it be Weakne(s, or let it be Wickedneſs, for which a 
iniſter is to be removed, will any Gentleman ſay, that it 
s neceſlary to mention particular Facts, and that we ought 
0 have a Proof of theſe Facts, before we can addreſs for the 
demoval of a Miniſter ? The Honourable Gentleman talks 
f bare Surmiſes and general Arguments, as if they could 800 
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Ano 1% Vewufford the leaſt Ground for ſuch an Addreſsc Sit, they int 
Inte only afford fome Ground, but they are the only Gzpund 

2 ou 1 Which ſuch an Addreſs can be founded; bechuſe when 
9 -1-\ 1/2thereis any Thing farther than a bare Surmiſe, we duph 
1:7 Fthaveſaid, to ge farther than a bare Addreſs; 790 

24: But by fuch an Addreſs, it ſeems, we are to blackkn the 

| CluraQter of an Honourable Gentleman who has ſet ved Hit 
Country for many Vears, and during ſeveral Reigus, with 

Wiſdom aid Integrity. It is a great Misfortoue, gi 

to thoſe who have ſo high an Opinion of his Wiſdom ant 

Integrity, that the general Voice of their Country is aA 

them, and that the Situation of Affairs, both at home du 

abroad, ſeems to be a demonſtrative Proof againſt them; bi; 

let the Honourabls Gentleman's Character for Wiſdom id 

5 | Integrity be ever ſo great, it cannot be blackened By the 
Addreſs, of this Houſe, becauſe a Man's Character does not 
depend upon whata Court of Juſtice does or refuſes to do 
 " againſt him, but upon the Opinion the World has of what 

a Court of Jaſtice- ought to do. Should we addreſs the King 

to remove one that is generally ſuppoſed to be an upright 

and wiſe Miniſter, would that Addreſs blatken his Chart. 

' ter? No, Sir, it would only blaſt our own. Should We're! 
fuſe to addreſs the King to remove one who is penerilly 
thought to be a weak and wicked Miniftcr, would that Ne. 

fuſal brighten his Character? No, Sir, but it woul&blacke 

the Character of this Houſe in the Eyes of all thoſe who 

had ſuch an Opinion of him. 11/17 HAY 

I hope Gentlemen will conſider this, and if they du 

I am ſure, they muſt reflect more ſeriouſly upon the Con 

tution of this Houſe than they ſeem to do, when they ſay; 

that the Sentiments of the Majority of the better Sort 

People in the Nation, are to be judged of from whit 85 

pears to be the Sentiments of the Majority of this Houſe. 

is well known, Sir, how unequally the Nation is repreſent 

in this Houſe, I believe it will be allowed, that the Cities 

of London and Weſtminſter, the Borough of Southwark; un 

the County of Middleſex, contain at leaſt one fifth of the' 

People of the whole Nation, yet they have but ten Rep 
ſentatives in this Houſe, which makes not quite a 5 5th Pin 
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of the Number of Members in this Aſſembly; and whit h tne 
þ very remarkable, I believe, it will appear, whatever may be to 
the Fate of this Motion, that of theſe ten, there will beeight vel 

upon the Affirmative Side of the Queeſtion, If we conlider me 

our Counties and great Cities, and compare them wiel du the 

little Boroughs, the Diſproportion will be found almoſt a. * 


great, which ſhews, that we ought not to judge of the de- 
timents of the better Sort of People, from what appean = 
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the Sentiments of the Majority of this Houſe; and if we 
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conſider, that ſeveral Gentlemen of this Houſe take upon II. 17% . 
them to vote, in many Queſtions, againſt the declared Sen- WWN 


timents of their Conſtituents, the Fallaciouſneſs of this way 
of judging will appear ſtill more apparent. Therefore, I 
would not have Gentlemen plume themſelves too much in a 
Majority of this Houſe, or conclude from thence, that they 
have a Majority of the better ſort of People upon their Side 


of the Queſtion ; for if the Members of this Houſe are to 


be ſuppoſed to ſpeak the Sentiments of their Conſtituents, 
and if we conſider the Plzces, and not the Perſons, that vote 
upon each Side of the Queſtion, it will appear, that the Sen- 
timents of the Majority of the better ſort of People are 
often very different from what appears to be the Sentiments 
of the Majority of this Houſe. | 
« If we judge by this Rule, Sir, which is me only pro- 
per way of judging, we ſhall find, that this Miniſter's Con- 
duct, almoſt in every remarkable Step, with regard both to 
foreign and domeſtic Affairs, has been diſapproved of by a 
great Majority of the better fort of People in the Nation, 
tho" not by -a Majority of this Hbuſe; and I am ſure, no 
Man who knows any thing of what - paſſes without Doors, 
will pretend to deny his being complained of, and even ex- 
claimed againſt by a great Majority of the People. In for- 
mer Times, Sir, Vox Populi ef Vox Dei, was held to be a 
Maxim among all thoſe who called themſelves Whigs ; and 
even Minifters themſelves, of whatever Denomination, 
were obliged to ſhew a great Regard to it ; but ſince we 
have fallen into the Cuſtom of keeping up numerous Stand- 
ing-Armies, this Maxim has been deſpiſed by our Miniſters, 
even by thoſe Miniſters that called themſelves J/zes, and the 
Populace, or what Miniſters and their Friends call, the Mob, 
has been held in Contempt, as if it were poſſible to ſuppoſe, 
that the Populace, or meaner ſort, can be generally diſcon- 
tented, when the better ſort are generally pleaſed with the 
Conduct of our public Aﬀairs. Ihe Populace in all Coun- 
tries are the Servants, and, unleſs when agitated by ſome 
Flaſh of enthuſiaſtical Madneſs, ſpeak the Sentiments of the 
better ſort. The latter, as they have ſomething to loſe beſide 
their Lives, may not, perhaps, be ſo ready to break out, or 
to fall into outragious Meaſures againſt an eſtabliſhed Go- 
vernment, but, except in the Caſe I have mentioned, the 
meaner fort, or the Mob, never, become outragious, unleſs 
they are ſpirited up by the Diſcontents and fecret Grum- 
blings of their Maſters. A wiſe and a good Miniſter will 
always, therefore, aim at Popularity, even amongſt the mean- 


elt ſort of People, becauſe from them he may mott certainly 
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learn his real Character among thoſe of che better ſort, 
The former have nothing to hope for by flattermg him, ad 


W noch lefs to fear than their Maſters, from uttering ches 


C8mplaints openly and freely, which are in a ſecret, or ip. 
_ manner, inſtilled into them by thoſe that give then 
The People, I ſhall grant, Sir, are in all Countries fond 
of Changes of Miniſters or Magiſtrates. In free Countrin 
they are fond of them, becauſe ſuch Changes are neceſſary 
for the Security and Preſervation of the Rights and Libertin 
of the People; and in abſolute Governments, as Miniften 
and Magiſtrates are generally oppreſſive, the People lan 
. Reaſon to be fond of any Change. This Fondneſs is them. 
| fore in all Countries founded upon ſolid Reaſons, and ar. 
cordingly we find, that People of all Ranks and Degree, 
except Miniſters, and their Creatures, are equally fond 
ſuch Changes; but to ſay, that the People of any Degree, 
in a Country that ſubſiſts by Trade and Induſtry, delight it 
War, is, I think, a very great Miſtake. If we examine 
the Hiſtories of our own Country, we ſhall find that the 
Nation has been led into unneceflary and deſtructive Wan 
by the Whims of a Court, and that by the fame ſort df 
Whims, we have ſometimes remained at Peace, when we 
ought to have declared War; but we ſhall never find, tha 
the People in general were for entering ipto an unneceſſary 
War, or for our continuing in Peace when it appeared nete 
ſary to declare War. In King James Iſt's Time, it was cet 
tainly the Intereſt of this Nation, and would have redoundel 
very much to our Honour, to have ſupported the Proteſtant 
Intereſt in Germany, by entering heartily into that War; 
but we had at that Time ſuch a pacific Court, that neither 
the Honour nor Intereſt of this Nation, nor the Safety 
the Proteſtant Religion, could prevail with our Court to & 
clare War, or to give the Proteſtants any effectual Aﬀiſtahce: 
What did the People do upon that Occaſion ? Did not the) 
declare almoſt unanimouſly for War? Did not they exchin 
againſt the then Minifters, for allowing the Palatine Family 
to be ruined, and the Proteſtant Religion extirpated both in 
the Palatinate and in Bohemia. In King Charles IId. 
Time, we were involved by our Court in two Wars again 
the Dutch: I believe, no Man will now ſay, they wen 
neceſlary : I believe it will now be admitted, that both wett 
contrary to the true Intereſt of this Nation, and deſtru&in 
to the Balance of Power in Europe: Accordingly, the Pes. 
ple declared againſt both. And laſtly, Sir, I believe, weal 
remember, how generally the People declared for a Wit 
with Spain, long before our Miniſter could be ry 
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either by the Inſalts of Spaig, or the * of oz 
own N to declare War againſt that Nation. The 
Event has ſhewn, that the People were in the right. What 
had been often foretold in this Houſe, at Jaſt appeared to be 
true, that without a War it would be impoſſible to obtain 
either Satisfaction or Ncurity from the Spaniards ; and 
ſurely it muſt now be allowed, that if we had begun this 
War eight Years ago, when the Emperor was attacked by 
the Spaniards in Italy, it would have been greatly to our 
Honour, as well as Adyantage, and might have prevented 
the preſent melancholy Poſture of Affairs in Europe. 

Thus, Sir, if we examine our own Hiſtories, we ſhall 
find that at all Times, when our Miniſters and People have 
differed in Opinion with regard to War or Peace, the People 
have generally been in the right; and for, this it is eaſy to 
aſſign a Reaſon, becauſe the People can be directed in their 
Judgment by nothing but the general Intereſt, whereas Mi- 
niſters are too often directed by particular Intereſt of their 
own, or by the particular Intereſt, perhaps the particular 
Whim of their Sovereign, in complying with which, Mini. 
ſters are apt to be extremely complaiſant, for the fake of 
continuing themſelves in Power, eſpecially when they think, 
they can by Corruption, or any other Method, prevent their 
being called to an Account in Parliament, | 

From hence, Sir, we may ſee, that the Unpopularity of 
our Miniſter does not proceed fram an unreaſonable Fond- 
nels in our People for War, or from any childiſh Defire of 
being aſtoniſhed with extraordinary Events, but from their 
having judged better, and more diſintereſtedly, of the Cir- 
cumſtances of our foreign Afairs, and the true Intereſt of 
their Country; and if he has incurred the Diſpleaſure of 
all Ranks of People, upon this or any other Account, his 
CnaraQter is already branded; It cannot be farther branded 
by an Addreſs of this Houſe to remove him : On the con- 
trary, it may by that means be vindicated ; becauſeafter his 
Removal, and not till then, a ſtrict and impartial Enquiry 
may be made into his Conduct, and by that Enquiry his 
Character may be cleared of thoſe Suſpicions that now lie ſa 
heavy upen it. .This, I fay, may be the Conſequence of 
the Addreſs propoſed, and then he may again be employed 
by his Majeſty ; but whilſt he labours under a general Suf- 
picion of Weakneſs or Wickedneſs, will any one ſay, he is 
fit for being in his Majeſty's Councils, and far leſs for bolag 
his Majeſty's fole Adviſer? Let the People be never ſa 
bad Judges of a Man's Virtue or Wiſdom : Let the Cla- 
mours againſt the Miniſter's Conduct be never ſo groundieſs, 
tan his Majeſty expect any Confidence from his — 
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there is a general Suſpicion and Clamour. | 

- © Surely, Sir, if there be any Connexion between the 
Sentiments of the Majority of this Aﬀembly, and the Sent. 
ments of the People: If we are to Judge of the Senrimentz 
of the People, by what appears to be the Sentiments of the 
Majority of this Aſſembly, we may, on the other hand, judye 
of what will be the Sentiments of the Majority of, next 
Parliament; from what are the preſent Sentiments of the 
People ; and if the Majority of next Parliament ſhould con. 
fiſt of ſuch as have the ſame Opinion of this Miniſter as the 
People generally have, can his Majeſty expect any Conf. 
dence from ſuch a Parliament? Can it be expected that they 
will trait the Government of their Country to a Man, 
who, they think, will ruin it by his Weakneſs, or betray it 
by his: Wickedneſs? Sir, the chuſing of a new Parliament, 
whilſt ſuch a Miniſter is, or is ſuppoſed to be the ſole Direc. 
tor of our Councils, muſt neceſſarily be of the moſt danye. 
rous Conſequence, either to our happy Conſtitution, or to 
our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. If the People are left to 
their free Choice, in the preſent Humour they are in, they 
will certainly chuſe ſuch for their Repreſentatives as have 
been the molt profeſſed and fleady Enemies to him; and 
among them a Majority may get in of ſuch as are ſecreth 
diſaffected to the Illuſtrious Family now upon our Throne, 


quence to our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. On the other 
hand, if the People ſhould not be left to-their free Choice, 
if they ſhould be directed in their Choice by Corruption, and 
other illegal Practices, and thereby a Majority ſhould be 
choſen conſiſting of ſuch as are the Creatures and Tools of 
the Miniſter, what might we not apprehend from ſuch 1 
Majority during the long Courſe of a Septennial Parliament? 
Could we expect, that ſuch a Majority would have any Re 
gard to the Liberties and Privileges of the People? Maul 
we not expect, that they would put an End to our happy 
Conſtitution, when we conſider, that the future Safety both 
of themſelves and their Patron would depend upon its fin 
Overthrow ? | | 
It is ſo apparent to me, Sir, that one or other of the! 
Dangers muſt be the Conſequence of having a new Parla- 
ment choſen, whilſt ſuch an unpopular Miniſter & at tht 
Helm of Affairs, that I cannot believe any Man, who con 
ſiders the Queſtion in this Light, will be againſt it, unleſs he 
be a ſecret Enemy, either to our Conſtitution, or to out 
preſent Eftabliſkment. If there be any amongſt us, a5! 


hope there are not, who are afraid of having our Conſtiw* 
* — 


ITY ('93) 
tion reſtored to'ity priſtine Vigour, by the Chace of as in- Ann Geo. 
dependant and free Parliament, they have” Reaſon to be II 7 %/f 
againſt this Motion: and I am ſure, if I were a Jacobite in. 
my Heart, there is nothing I ſh6uld wiſh more eagerly than | 
to ſee a Negative put upon the Queſtion, becauſe I ſhould 
from thence expect, that my Friends would ſtand a fair 
Chance, in every Part of the Kingdom, of getting them- 
ſelves choſen Members of this Houſe at the next enſuing 
Elections. | 

« hope I have now ſhewn, Sir, that the Miniſter, pro- 
poſed by this Motion to be removed, mult be allowed to be 
a very unpopular Miniller ; that his Character can be no 
way blackened by this Addreſs farther than it is already, 
but, on the contrary, may be cleared of the Cloud of Suſ- 
picion which now hangs lowering over it; and that his 
Continuance in Power muſt be of the moſt dangerous Con- 
ſequence, either to our Conſtitution, or to our preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment. I have no Occaſion to prove, and, indeed, it is 
impoſſivle to prove, that he is the chief Adviſer and ſole 
Director of all our public Affairs: It is ſufficient for my Ar- 
gument, if he be generally ſuppoſed to be ſo; and that this 
Suppoſition is generally without Doors, is apparent from the 
continual Application made to him in all Branches of public 
Buſineſs: No Man, we ſee, expects to get any Buſineſs done 
with, or obtain any Favour from the Crown, without making 
ſome Sort of Application to him ; for if he puts a Negative 
upon it, that Negative has often been found to prevail 
againlt the ſtrongeſt Intereſt that could any other Way be 
made in its Favour. This is the Caſe, this has long been 
the Caſe, with regard to all Affairs of a domeſtic Nature; 
and with regard to thoſe that are foreign, do not we know, 
that ſome very near Friend of his has been employed in all 
our Negotiations that were of any great Importance to the 
Nation? Our other Miniſters may, perhaps, have had from 
him the Liberty to nominate a Reſident, or an Envoy to 
ſome cf the Northern Crowns, or to ſome of the little 
Princes of Germany or Italy; but when any important 
Negotiation was ſet on Foot with Holland, France or Spain, 
every one knows who they are that have been always em- 
ployed, and by whoſe Recommendation they were appoint- 
ed; and our many fruitleſs Negotiations, and as fruitleſs 
Treaties, have ſufficiently teſtified their great Abilities, 

* Theſe Circumſtances, Sir, have moſt juſtly created a 
general Suppoſition, that this Miniſter has been for many 
Years, and is ſtill, the ſole Director of all our public Affairs; 
and this Suppoſition it will be impoſſible for our other Mini- 
ters to remove by ſim ply aſſerting, that it is not ſo, I * 

| | ir, 
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and without Direction, when all but themſelves ſet they: can 


not depend upon their Veracity, but their Judgment; becay 
— — home belle, they aa . 


do nothing without his Conſent or Connivance. However, 
I muſt tell them, that they have not in this Caſe an equal 
Title with others to be believed, becauſe their own Honour 
is very much concerned in the Queſtion ; for as a Prime 


Miniſter is inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution, when any one 


Miniſter, by his Favour with the Prince upon the Throne, 
uſurps the ſole Direction of all our public Affairs, no Man 
of Honour will then continue in the Adminiſtration, becauſe 
he does not then ſerve his Prince, but bis Prince's Prime 
Miniſter. This is what no Man of any Pretence to Honour 
will confeſs, and therefore, when he aſſerts the contrary, he 
has not an equal Title to be believed with thoſe, who are 
neither in Honour nor Intereſt concerned in the Queſtion. 

I therefore wiſh, Sir, that ſome Honourable Gentlemen 
would ſave themſelves the Trouble of denying, that our 
public Affairs are now under the ſole Influence of this Mini. 
er, becauſe conſidering ſome late Circumſtances, and their 
known Intereſt in the Queſtion, they cannot expect to be 
believed, and becauſe the very Suppoſition of its being ſo, is 
ſufficient for the Argument I have advanced. The very 
Suppoſition that this Miniſter is a ſole and Prime Miniſter, 
mult expoſe our preſent Eſtabliſhment to Danger at the next 
general Elections; but this is far from being the only Dan. 
ger we are expoſed to by this Miniſter's Continuance in 


Power. We know the preſent tickliſh State of dhe Aﬀairy 


of Europe : We know what a Danger the Balance of Power 
is now in; and we know what a Diſcredit his paſt Conduct 
has brought upon our Councils at every Court in Europe/ 
If he is ſuppoſed to continue in the chief Direction of oy 


public Affairs, can we expect a Confidence from any of thoſe 


Courts? Can we expect, that any of the Potentates of Europe 
will enter into an Alliance with us, fer reſtoring or preſerv- 
ing the Balance of Power? From Experience we know 
how little capable he is of conducting any Negociation ; 
therefore, if he continues but one Year Jonger at the Head 
of our Councils, we have Reaſon to apprehend ſome falſe 
Step or Blunder, which may put it out of the Power of 
any future Adminiſtration to recover our Affairs, or to form 
any Scheme for ſecuring the Liberties of Europe ; and ifall 
the Powers thereof ſhould be obliged to ſubmit to the Di- 
rection of our moſt dangerous Rival, what can this Nation 


at laſt ex ? 
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« This Danger, Sir, is ſo apparent, and is now become fo Anne 14 Ce. 
imminent, that our complying with this Motion is, in my II. 1740. - 
Opinion, a Duty, we owe both to our King and Country. C 
Suppoſe I thought this Minifter guilty of no Crime ; fap- | 
poſe I had approved of every Step of his paſt Conduct, yer | 
the Weaknefs of his Meafares appears now fo plain from 
their Effects, both abroad and at home, that I ſhould be 
for addreſſing to remove a Minifter, who bad led me, as well 
as his Country, into ſuch fatal” Errors. Political Meaſures, 
Sir, are of ſuch an abſtruſe Nature, and ſo often admit of a 
falſe Gloſs, that a Miſtake can no Way derogate from the 4 
Underſtanding of thoſe who are obliged to judge of them, 
without having all the Lights neceflary for forming a right 
Judgment. 1 know there are many Gentlemen in this 


” 


: he | Houſe, who have approved of moſt of this Miniſter's Mea- 
are ſures: According to the Lighes they viewed them in at the 
heh Time, they appear'd wife and right; but will any Gentle- 
nen man now ſay, they were ſo? Will any Gentleman now ſay, 
our the Treaty of Hanover was a right Meaſure? Will any one 
ini. now approve of the Meaſures taken, and the Expence we 
\eir put ourſelves to, in Parſuance-of that Treaty? Will any one 
be now ſay, we ought to have gone precipitately into a general 
\ is Guaranty of the Pragmatic Sanction, without ſtipulating the 


leaſt Satisfaction for any Prince in Germany, with regard 
to the Claims he had upon the Houſe of Auſtria. | 
« Surely, Sir, before we entered into that Guaranty, we 
mould have taken care, that more than one Half of Ger- 
many ſhould not be engaged in Intereſt to oppoſe that which 
we had guaranty'd. The Claims now ſet up by Pruſſia were 
certainly known to our Miniſters, before we guaranty'd the 
Pragmatic Sanction: For him at leaſt we ought to have ſti- 
pulated ſuch a Satisfaction, as would in Intereſt, as well as by 
Treaty, have engaged him in the ſame Intereſt with us. If 
we had done this, neither the Pragmatic Sanction, nor the 8 
Liberties of Europe would now have been in any Danger; 
and therefore, I cannot think, any Man will now pretend 
to juſtify our having ſo precipitately entered into a general 
Guaranty of the Pragmatic SanQion : Nay, I believe, even 
our Miniſter himſelf would not have done fo, if he had not 
been forced to it In order to extricate himſelf out of the Di- 
lemma he had brought himſelf into by the Treaty of Se- 
ville; for however jealous ſome of the neighbouring Princes 
of Germany may be, of av Increaſe of Power in the Houſe 
of Brandenburg, ſurely no Engliſh Miniſter could be actuated 
by any ſuch Jealouſy ; and therefore, I believe, even our 
Miniſter himſelf would have ſtipulated Satisfaction for the 
King of Pruffia, with regard to his Claims in Sileſia, before 
Entering 
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by the Dilemma I have mentioned. 0 wr 
Buy theſe Meaſures, Sir, and by our neglecting to 
our Guaranty to the Emperor in the Year 1733, the 
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of Power, and the Liberties of Europe have been 'brought 


into their preſent Danger. This Danger is not owing. 


the Emperor's Death, as the Friends of our Miniſter endes. 
vour to infinuate ; for if we had taken right Meaſures, if 
we had not taken wrong Meaſures, nay,” if we had not pu- 


ſued a long Series of wrong Meaſures, the Emperor's Death 
could have made little or no Alteration. in the Aﬀairs of 


Europe; fo that the Emperor's Death had nothing in it fatal 


to the Liberties of Europe, but its. happening before this 


Nation had an Opportunity to get rid of this Miniſter, and 
to rectify the Errors it had been led into by him. This, is. 
deed, was very unfortunate, and if he continues but for 
one Year longer to have the ſame Influence upon. our 
Councils, I may propheſy, that without ſome very ſignal 


Intervention of Providence, it will be fatal to the Liberties. 


of Europe in general, and conſequently to the -Liberties of 
this Natibn in particular. At the reſpective Times theſe 
Meaſures were taken, they were ſet in ſuch a Light by our 
Miniſter and his Advocates, that I do not wonder at their 
having been approved of by every one, who had any Conk- 
dence either in his Wiſdom or Integrity ; but their Weak- 
neſs, I ſhall not ſay Wickedneſs, appears now ſo plain, from 


the Effects they have produced, that no Man, not even the 


neſs, muſt be to remove him for his Weakneſs, which, with 


Miniſter himſelf, can approve of them; and therefore 
every Man muſt think, he ought at leaſt to be removed for 
his Weakneſs. His purſuing ſuch Meaſures, his undertak- 
ing, as he did by the Treaty of Hanover, to pull down the 
over grown Power of the Houſe of Aultria, may perhaps 
have proceeded from Wickedneſs : It may have proceeded 
from his having a greater Regard for a foreign Interek, 
becauſe it coincided with his own, than he had for the In- 
tereſt of Ris native Country ; but this cannot be made ap- 
pear, as long as he is Maſter of all the Proofs, and has all 
the Favours of the Crown at his Diſpoſal ; and therefore, 
the firſt Step we muſt take towards diſcovering his Wicked- 


regard to the general Intereſt of Europe, muſt now, as 1 
have ſaid, plainly appear, even to thoſe who have hitherto 

had the beſt Opinion of his Conduct. | 
And now, Sir, with regard to the particular Intereſt of 
this Nation, will any one now fay, that it was wiſe or right 
to allow Spain to amuſe us, for ſo many Years together, with 
trifling Negotiations, eſpecially as they were, during 
Whole 
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daily plundering our ts? Will aay one now fay; it Ik. 37 40. - 
was wiſe wright te tonelüde with Spain's ſham Treaty, \# Y 4 * 
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called:aiConventioi;3 without” obtaining any Satis faction for * 


paſt Tnjuvids, or fomiſe of 5 future, nay, 
e | TY — ran 


og | ran Tntermifion 
of Inſulte 7: Weh ny Pint happens to be in Diſpute, by 
which the Nation id 8 expoſed to any immediate Loſs or 1 
Suffering; our Miniſte muy megotiate about it and about it: .A 
They may evencotielud@4#fpnificant'Treaties relating to it, . 
in order to avoid ar mmediare-Ruprure, by infiſting upon 

an immediate” Diſcuſſion 3 "bit When we ſufſer daily an 
e and have it in our Power 

to command an immediate Diſcuſſion, ſurely our Miniſters 

ought not then tollowithemfſelyes to he amuſed with tedĩ · 

ous. lations” of unmeunlng Treaties; and much leſs | 
after they hu vel put their Country to a great Expenee in pre- 5 
paring fot a Rupturef Mhich was our Caſe at the Time we TR 
concluded that inſiguſicaut Treaty, called the Convention. 

Lam really ſurpriſed Sir, to hear un Attempt now 

made to juſtify that "ridiculous Treaty, ot do hear any one 

ay, the Court of Spaischad- an Inciination to grant us any 

Satisfaction or. Security. Suppoſe they had by the Treaty 

expreſs}: allowed, as they did not; that 200, oool. was due 

to us io Name of Dumugbe For the Iajuries we had ſuffered, 

but that they ſhould;":ovit-of this 200000. deduct, upon 

ſham Pretences, no lefs' than 173, ooo. ſo u to leave no 

more than: 255000. to be actually paid to us; muſt not 

every one ſee; that this would have been no more than a 

complaiſant Conceſſion, made by the Miniſters of Spain to 

the Miniſters of Great Britin, in order to furniſ the latter 

with ſomething whefewith- to amuſe their own ' People? 

And as it now appears from the Papers apon our Table, that 

Spain not only inſiſted upon her Right to ſearch our Ships in 

the American Seas, but thut we had no Right to ſail in thoſe 

Seas, unleſs we obſerved whit they might be pleaſed to call a 

due Courſe s it is very ſurpriſiag to hear it ſtill aſſerted, that 

Spain had ever the deuſt Thought of granting to us a free \ 
Navigation, or the leaſt Inclination to live in Peace with 

us, unleſs we continted to allow their Guarda Coſta's to 

interrupt our Navigation]; and to plunder or; ſeize our Mer- 

chant Ships. Theſe Pretentes not ſet up by verbal 

Declarations made t6 our Mioiſeit or Negotiator in Spain, 

but by, Written Memorials delivered or tranſmitted ro our | 

Court here; and a8 all rhe(s Memorials muſt have been SA 
taken into: Conſideratiom in his Majeſty's Cabinet Counct, 

Vol, VIII. endl 511: mt. ln e it 
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1 to hear. it prezended, that ou ch 
LV Miniſter was, or could poſſibly. be, ignorant of them. 
I ſhall;conglude, Sir, with, a ſhort Reply t Nhat. 
. faid in Anſwer to the Charge againſt this Miniflefi.of 
his heving endeayoured to obtain a corrupt Influchce burt 
both — of — This the Honourable 
man admits to be a heavy Charge3 but, AN he, i 
which, if true. may certaiply be proved : and for this Pur. 
poſe he provokes any Member to.ziſe up, and ſay, that 
Miniſter ever deſired him, or tempted; him, either by h 
or Promiſes, to vote againſt Lis Conſcience in Parliament, 
Can it be ſuppoſed, Sir, that any Miniſter would beach 
Fool as to talk ſo to a Member of this Houſe ? Is 
leaſt Occaſion for him to expoſe - himſelf in this. manner! 
Two or three Examples: Two or three Gentlemen: by 
turned out of their Poſts, after having 
Rer's Meaſures in Parliament, will be a afficievt 
or Threatning to all the reſt of the Members; 2 
Houſe of Parliament, that hold any Office or 
at the Pleaſure af the Crown, and alſo to all thoſe that hope 
for, or expect any Favour from the Crown. By theſe: Exam- 
ples every one will ſee, that-nane. of the Favours of "the 
Crown are to be held or expected, but by reſigning their 
Conſciences in Parliament to the Dictates of the (Prime 
Miniſter ; and this will be as effectual upon all thoſe of v 
nal Minds or neceſſitous Circumſtances, as if the Minifier 
had taken them one by one aſide, and threatened them ex- 
preſsly with the Loſs: of their Employments, or with a Dif 
appointment to their Hopes, in caſe they ſbould oppolpeay 
of his Meaſures in Parliament. 
* This is therefore the only Proof we can have of 4 Mi 
niſter's endeavouring to gain a corrupt Influence over both 
- Houſes of Parliament; and can it be ſaid, Sir, that we have 
no Proof of this kind againſt the Miniſter now propoſed: 
be removed? DO 4. — all know, that many eminent 
Members of both of Parliament have been lately 
removed from — they held at the Pleaſure of whe 
.Crown, ſoon after their having © bs go ſome of this Adigi- 
Ker's Projects in Parliament, that no Cauſe i for: their 
Removal ever was, or could be aſſigned, but their having 
voted according to the DiQates of their Comſciener, in 
ſition to the Dictates of the Miniſter? Do not ue 
ow, that it has been tis conſtant: Maxim of bis mi 
ſtration, to confer none of the Favours of the Crown, tþit 
upon ſuch as voted according to his Directions at EleQtioss 
or in Parliament? Nay, Sir, he has gone further than ns) 
Miniſter before him ever did: He has declared —_— 
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Gentleman in Parliament ? Has the 
Minider, has the King nit, a Right to judge or deter- 
mine, whether or no ſuch an Qppoſition be indiſereetly 
indecently carried on, or whether it proceeds from Reſent- 
mon wy from 2 2 there 1 be an my of 
the om of- in Parliament, at leaft with 
all Gentlemen, who held of expected any Office or Place 
depending upon the Pleaſure of the Crown, if the King 
himſelf ſhouſd aſſume ſuch a Right; and therefore, any 
Miniſter that adviſes him to do ſo, muſt be guilty of a very 
high Miſdemeanor. If any Gentleman ſhould- ſpeak, or 
behave himſelf indecently or indiſcreetly here, the Houſe 
would certainly take notice of it; and whilſt a Gentleman 
behaves himſelf decently and diſcreetly, whatever * 
tion he makes to any Queſtion in this Aſſembly, malt, and 
ought to be ſuppoſed to. proceed from Matives of Honour 
and Conſcience, and not from Motives of Malice or Re- 
ſentment. IF the Crown, or rather the Miniſters of the 
Crown, were allowed a Right to judge in ſuch Caſes, every 
Word ſpoke- againſt them would be deemed to be indece 
and every Qppoſition to their Meaſures would be ſuppoſed 
to proceed. from their Malice or, Reſentment ; and thus they 
would conclude, they -had a juſt and legal Reaſon for turnin 
every Man out of the Service of the Crown, that 
oppoſe any of their Meaſures in Parliament. 
« Sir, the King may, it is true, exerciſe ſame of the Pre- 
rogatives of the Crown without aſking the Advice of an; 
Miniſter ; but if he does make a wrong Uſe of any of his 
Prerogatives, his Miniſters mult anſwer for it, if they con- 
tinue to be his Miniſters. - This, Sir, is one of the Advan- 
tages of our Conſtitution, and it is a very high Advantage: 
becauſe it makes it dangerous for Miniſters to endeavour to 
gain a ſuperior Degree of Favour with the King, by hu- 
mouring the Paſſions and Frailties of human Nature, by 
which Kings, as well as other Men, are too apt to be go- 
verned. But this Advantage we loſe, Sir, When we 41 2 
to have an unpopular Miniſter, or one who fears the Re- 
ſentment of the People, and has no way to guard againſt it, 
but by gaining a corrupt Majority in Parliament ; for ſuch 
2 - 
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endayor to mat 10 
Sovereign in all his Paſſions And Frailties, for N 
preſerving his Favour, upon which alone his perfor 
ty, as well as his Power, depehds';,and if 77 
_ by ſuch Means, folely enero the Fa 
and thefehy gain a "corrupt Majority Fs 9 — 
Hoss of Parlamenl, . Fa ould be glad to know os WW 
troul he is under, or by what legal Means our RE 
2 N01 be reſtored. This unlucky Situation we bed hes. Fall into 
having the ſame Miniſter too long continued 
his Danger we have, I think, ſome "Reaſon to N 
from our Miniſter's being longer continued in Power; u 


therefore I ſhall be for agreeing | 0 * Motion now under 
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I do not ſtapd up at this Time of * Night: either to dt 
cuſe or to flatter any Man. Since I have had the Honou? to 
fit in Parliament, I have o ppoſed the Meaſures of the Adimi: 
niſtration, becauſe I eu them Wrong; and as long . 
they are, I ſhall continue to give as conſtant an Oppolition 
to them. The State of the Nation, by the Conduct of bur 
Miniſters, is deplorable: A War is deſtroying us Abroad, 
and Poverty and Corruption are devouring us at Home. But 
whatever I may think of Men, God forbid, that my private 
Opinion ſhould be the only Rule of my Judg ment! T oak 
defire to have an exterior Conviction 4 Facts and Evi 
dence; and without this I am ſo far from condemning, chat 
I would not cenſure any Man. I am fully fatisfied in m 
own Mind, that there are thoſe who give pernicious and de- 
ſtructive Counſels ; and, I hope, a Time will come, when r 
proper, legal, parliamentary Enquiry may be made, and 
when clear Facts and full Evidence will plainly diſcover uy 
are the Enemies of their Couutry. 
wr A noble Lord, to whom I had the Honour te be te- 
lated, has been often mentioned in this Debate: He wa 
impeached and impriſoned ; by that Impriſonment his Years 
were ſhortened ; and the Proſecutipn' was carried on by the 
Honourable Perſon, who is now the Subject of your Queſ- 
tion, tho' he knew at that very Time, that there was no Evi 
dence to ſupport it. I am now, Sir, glad of this Oppor 
tunity to return Good for Evil, and to do that Honourable 
Gentleman and his Family that Juſtice, which he n 
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Tho it is now I. did not, at firſt, th 
have heard firſt what the Honourahle Gentleman had to ſay 


in his own. Vindicarion ; but fince the Houſe: ſeems to 
Opinion, that be ought to be the laſt Speaker in this 
bate, I find my ſelf obliged-to alter my Intention; and to 
you my Sentiments upon the Queſtion, before I hear-w 
he has to ſay. As this, I ſay, ſeems to be the Opini 
the Houſe, I ſhall not preſume to fay it is partial 
muſt obſerye, that it is contrary to the eſtabliſhed Practice 
in all other Caſes in this Honſe, and in all other Courts bf 
Juſtice I have ever heard of; for both in this —.— 
all other Occa ſions, and in all other Courts, the Petiti 
or Proſecutor is always allow d to reply; and if this Method 
had been obſerved upon this Occaſion, I ſhould have re- 
ſerved myſelf for the Reply, in which Caſe I ſhould have 
taken particular Care not to have mentioned any new 
Charge, but would have confined myſelf entirely to thoſe 
Facts, that had been before mentioned in the Debate. This 
ſhou!d have been my Method, bad I been allowed to fpeak 
by way of Reply; but now. I think, I may take the Liber- 
ty, if I think fit, to take Notice of ſome Facts that have not 
been yet mentioned in the Debate; and I hope the Houſe 
will give me leave to explain a little farther ſome of thoſe 
_ or wicked Meaſures that have been already men- 
tioned, . a | 

To begin, Sir, with our foreign Affairs: I muſt. go a 
little farther back than the Treaty of Hanover, in order to 
ſhew the Weakneſs of that Treaty ; and if I can ſhew, that 
the Miniſter, whoſe Conduct is now the Subject of Debate, 
muſt himſelf have been conſciqus of the Weakneſs of that 
Treaty, it was then wicked in him to approve of it, or 
to purſug that pernicious. Plan of Politics, upon which it 
was founded. Sir, the Plan, and the right Plan of Poli. 
tics, which had been purſu'd during the whole Reign of 
King William, and the whole Reign of Queen Anne, till 
towards the latter. End of it, when a new Miniſtry began to 
take new Meaſures, was to diminiſh the Powerof the Houſe of 
Bourbon, and add to the Power of the Houſe of Auftria, in 
order to preſerve a Balance of Power in Europe. In execu- 
tion of this Plan we joined, not as Auxiliaries, but as Prin- 
cipals, in two dangerous Wars againſt France: We expend- 
ed many Millions; we run ourſelves many Millions in ; 
moſt Part of which remains as yet a Load upon this * 
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aun 2% Gee and the Earl of Oxford, our. Miniſter at the End of th, 


II. 1140. 
e 


n's Reign, was impeach'd the Beginning of lait Reign, 
for not purſuing this Plan. The chief Article agzinft tha 


| Miniſter was, his having, by the Peace of Utrecht. left th 


Power of the Houſe of Auſtria too ſmall in Italy and Plan- 
ders, and the Kingdom of Spain under a Sort of Dopendatet 
upon the Court of France, This I ſay, was the chief Arti. 
cle of Impeachment againſt that noble Earl, and this ou 
preſent Minifler could not be ignorant of, becauſe he um 
Chairman of that very Committee, which drew up ' thok 
Articles of Impeachment, and was then one of the warmel 
Proſecutors of that noble Earl. | Me 

© To remedy one of the Faults found with the Treaty 

Utrecht, we entered into a Negotiation, ſoon after the As, 
ceſfion of his late Majeſty, for giving Sicily to the Emperor, 
in Exchange for Sardinia, which Exchange was eſtabtiſhet 
by the Treaty of London in the Year 1716, and as tha 
Treaty was figned by this very Gentleman, he could not be 
ignorant of the Plan of Politics upon which it was founded, 
In ſupport of this Plan, we are obliged to engage in a'Wat 
againit Spain, which occafioned our deſtroy ing their Fleet 
in the Mediterranean in the Year 1718; and this very Plan 
was the chief Foundation of the Quadruple Alliance, which 
Spain afterwards acceded to, tho* the Conditions of that Ac. 
ceſſion are not, as yet, I believe, fully known. Thus we g 

one of the Faults found with the Treaty of Utrecht amended, 
and as to the other, it was by the Hand of God very ſoon 
removed ; for by the Death of the late King of France, and 
the Regent's ſetting aſide his Will, which, luckily fos this 
Nation, happened ſoon after his late Majeſty's Acceſſion, the 
Dependence of the Court of Spain upon that of France was 
remov'd, and an Enmity eſtabliſhed between the two Courts, 
which ſoon after broke out in an open War. | 


| © By theſe Means the two chief Faults that had bee! 


found with the Treaty of Utrecht, were both rectiſied; and 
thus the Aﬀairs of Europe ſtood, when this Miniſter begin 
firſt to have an Influence over our Councils. Whilſt 4 
louſy, or rather Enmity, ſubſiſted between the Courts of 
France and Spain, it was reaſonable encugh for us to keep : 


_ Correſpondence with the Court of France, eſpecially 28 ﬆt 


that Time we had a Diſpute with the Court of Spain; but u 
that Enmity ceaſed by the Regent's Death, and as a good 
Correſpondence was reſtored between theſe two Courts, by 
the young King of France's being married to the Infant of 
Spain, we ought then again to have begun to be upon our 
Guard againſt the Ambition of the Houſe of Bourbon, and 


.for this Purpoſe we ought to have continued to cultivate 4 


good 


(099). 


good Correſpondence with the Houſe of Auſtria, and we 
to have endea voured, by all the artful Means we could think 


Jof, to interrupt that Correſpondence, which bad been re 


eſtabliſhed between the Courts of Frapce and Spain, and to 
accommedate all the Differences ſubliſting een the 
Courts of Spain and Vienna. According to the Plan of Po- 
liics purſued ever fince the Revolution, theſe ſhould have 
been the Ends gps in all our Negotiations; and fot 
accompliſhing theſe Ends, a moſt happy and unlook'd-for 
Accident occurred by the Court of France's ſending back 
the Infanta of Spain, and getting their King married to his 
preſent Queen. Ada d 5757 07 3 | 
This, Sir, was one of the moſt lucky Accidents that 
could have happened for this Nation, and for Europe, if we 
had known how to have made the right Uſe of it. The 
Court of Spain immediately broke off all Correſp 
with that of France, and offered to refer all their Differences 
with the Court of Vienna to our ſole Meditation; but our 
preſent Miniſter had then got almoſt the ſole Direction of 
our public Councils, and upon this Oecaſion the Plan of Po- 
litics he had laid down to himſelf, firit began to appear; This 
Plan was, That, as long as the Court of France did nothing to 
diſturb or interrupt his Poſſeſſion of Power in this Kingdom, 
he would do nothing that mignt diſpleaſe them; but, on the 
contrary, would do all they deſired, and connive at what they 
had a Mind to do, as far as was conſiſtent with his Safety 
here at home. This, I iy, was his Plan: That it is the Plan 
he has ever ſince purſued, I ſhall make appear from the 
whole Tenor of his Conduct: And, when we conſider the 
Nature of it, we cannot wonder at his having employ'd ſuch 
a near Relation, in concerting and eſtabliſhing ſuch a Plan. 
———[n Purſuance of this Plan, and directly contrary to that 
Plan of Politics we ſhould have purſued, and for which we 
had expended ſo much Blood and Treaſure,' he refuſed to ac- 
cept of this ſole Mediation 'ofter'd us by Spain, or to make 
any Advantage of this Difference that had happened be- 
tween the Courts of France and Spain. From our refuſing 


to accept of this Mediation, the Court of France had ſome 


Reaſon to hope, that the Difference between the Courts of 
Vienna and Madrid might remain anaccommodated, till ſhe 
ſhould find an Opportunity for making up the Breach occa- 
honed by ſending back the: Infanta of Spain; but the Court 
of Spain were ſo irritated at the Affront put upon them, 
that they reſolved at any Rate to accommodate their Dif- 
ferences with the Court of Vienna, and for this Purpoſe they 
ent a Miniſter privately to Vienna, by whoſe Means Trea- 
tes of Peace, 0 uaranty and Commerce, were concluded bo- 

tween 


\ 


voght Anno 14, geo. 
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4 Correſpondence thereby eftabliſhed between the'Cowrts of 
Vienna and Madrid, gave à moſt juſt and reaſonable Alam 


looked on with Indifference; till one of the Parties Rad be 


reſolved to attack France, he would certainly have ſadriſi 


Balance of Power in Europe. As France had moRt+ juſtly 


to defeat the Proteſtant Succeſſion by reſtoring the Pretende!, 


10400 N 
Anno 14% Geo tween the two Courts in the Beginning of the Year t 524," 


[be concluding of theſe Treaties, Sir, and the 


to France. As the: Court of Spain was highly and moſt jufh 
arritated againſt her, and as the Houſe of Auſtria.was be 
moſt dangerous and inveterate Enemy, ſhe had great Reaſu 
to be afraid of a cloſe Union between -theſe two Powen 
She had even ſome Reaſon to fear. an immediate Attack 
But all the other Powers of Enrope, and this Nation in par. 
ticular, according to our antient and right Plan of Politic 
had Reaſon to rejoice at this Union: Even ſuppoſe the BH 
Peror and Spain had jointly attacked France, we might hay 


gun to puſh her Conqueſt too far. Till this had -happeted 
even the Dutch might have looked on with-Indifterence; 
for tho' there was at that Time a Diſpute ſubſiſting /betwen 
them and the Emperor, in relation to the Oftend Com pay, 
that Diſpute was not of ſuch Coniequence as to dci, 
Breach ; and if the Emperor had, in Conjunction with gpai 


that Company, for the ſake of gaining a. Nentrality feoh 
the Dutch, 15 tech 

Accordingly, Sir, we ſaw, that the Dutch teſtified; w 
Apprehenfions from thoſe Treaties, or from the cloſe: Uma 
thereby eſtabliſhed between the Emperor and Spain. I 
upon this Occaſion our Miniſter's Plan of Politics produced 
a new Effect, which has been attended with many notable 
Miſchiefs to this Nation, and has now at laſt overturned the 


taken the Alarm, and found ſhe. could not inſtil any Fean 
into the Dutch, ſhe had Recourſe to our Miniſter: here, i 
order to fill our Court with Apprehenſions from thoſe Tres 
ties, that had been concluded between the Emperor and 
Spain at Vienna. For this Purpoſe, ſhe invented a. Stor 
of her having had certain Information from Vienna, that 
there were ſome ſecret Articles, by which the Emperor and 
Spain had agreed to take Gibraltar and Portmabon from u 


and to ruin our Trade with Spain, by granting many con 
derable Advantages to the Emperor's Subjects; and that th 
only way we had to guard againſt theſe terrible Deſigns 
was by entering into a defenfive Alliance with her. 

« Tho! this Story was in itſelf ridiculous, becauſe of- 
being impracticable for the Emperor and Spain to effectum 
any of thoſe Deſigns againſt us: Tho' both the Empest 
and King of Spain expreſsly denied there being aby — 
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fecret Articles 3 Tho' they invited us to actede to the Trea · Anno 14, Gto 
ties concluded between them; and tho? it was very much the I. 4740. 
Nation's Intereſt to do ſo; yet ſuch was our Miniſter's In- CW  - 
fluence over our Councils, ſuch his Attachment to the Plan „ 
of Politics he had laſd down for his own Conduct, that he 
prevailed on his late Majeſty to give Credit to this impro- 
bable French-Story, and to conclude With France the Treaty _ 
of Hanover in September 1725, which Treaty the King of 
Pruſſia was drawn into, by making him believe, that one of 
the Deſigns of it was; to reftore the Proteſtants of Thorn, 
and ſecure the Obſervance of the Treaty of Oliva ; but he 
ſoon ſaw the other contraRing Parties had no ſuch Deſign, 
and therefore he ſoon left them. | | 
Thus, Sir, we were drawn in to ſecure France againſt 
being attacked by the Emperor and Spain, when, according 
to our antient Plan of Politics, we ſhould rather have pro- | . 
moted that Attack; becauſe we might eaſily have taken care | 
that neither Side ſhould have puſhed the War too far, and, ; 9 
in the mean time cur Trade would have greatly increaſed by | 
the Decay of the Trade of France. I know, Sir, it will 
be ſaid, that the Miniſter, whoſe Conduct is now the Queſ- 
tion before us, had no hand in that Treaty, becauſe he was 
not at Hanover when it was concluded; but as he had then 
the chief Direction of our Affairs, and as it is very impro- 
bable any Engliſh Mipifier at Hanover ſhould conclude a 
Treaty of ſuch Importance, without the Advice of the Coun- - 
eil here, therefore the Treaty's being ſigned at Hanover, is 
no Proof of his having had no hand in it. But, I hope, it 
will not be pretended, that he had no hand in adviſing the 
Meaſures taken in Purſuance of this Treaty; and I fhall 
now ſhew, that thoſe Meaſures were more pernicious, and 
more plainly demonſtrated his Dependance upon the Coun- 
cils of France, than the Treaty itſelf. The Treaty was no 
more than a defenſive Treaty; and if France had been at- 
tacked, we were thereby obliged to furniſh her with no 
more than 8000 Foot and 4000 Horſe, and that not till two 
Months after Application ſhould be made for them; ſo that 
ve had not, fram this Treaty, the leait Occafion for puttin 
ourſelves to the Expence of augmenting our Army, or of 
cath taking any foreign Troops into our Pay, till ſuch an Attack 
eig had been actually made; becauſe we ſhould then have had 
* Time enough to provide our ſtipulated Quota of Troops. 
And ſuppole there had been ſome Truth in the Story of the 
Aunt lecret Articles between the Emperor and Spaih, we had no 
pen Occaſion to put ourſelves to the Ex pence of ſending out any 
+ ſuck Squadrons, till ſuch. Time as we had certain Information of 
ſecret their providing a Fleet of Tranſports to invade us, becauſe 
Vor. VII. P ws 


\ ' 


1 


% 


Anno. 


4 * pe n = AN. S _ nn #, I» Gay 1 


* 


dron ſufficient for diſappointing their Deſignnss. 
« It'is therefore impoſſible, Sir, to find out a Reaſon for 
the Meaſures we.took in Purſuance of this Treaty, any other 
way than by conſidering what was the Intereſt, and what at 
that Time might be the Views of the Court of France. 
From thence, indeed, we may find a Reaſon, and it was, I 
am fully convinced, the only true Reaſon. France had a 
Mind not only to guard againſt her being attacked, but it 
was her Intereſt, and ſhe certainly intended to break that 
Correſpondence which had been eſtabliſhed between the Em- 
erar and Spain, and to chaſtiſe the Court of Spain-a little 
= daring ta take any Meaſures contrary to her Intereſt 3 and 
both theſe Ends they intended to accompliſh by Means of 
her Influence upon our Miniſter, without putting herſelf to 
any great Expence, or coming to any open Breach either 
with the Emperor or Spain. Was this poſlible ? Yes; Sir, 
by making the Cat's Paw of this Nation, ſhe accompliſhed 
all ſhe intended, and in the manner ſhe intended. The 
Neceflity of pulling down the overgrown Power of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, became now the favourite Topic of all 
our Court-Politicians and Pamphleteers; and in order to 
prevent the Courts of Vienna and Madrid from carrying 
their dangerous Deſigns into Execution, our Miniſter pre- 
vailed upon us to ſend out two powerful Squadrons, one to 
inſult the Spaniards upon their own Coaſts, and another to 
prevent the return of the Galleons ; but as France did not 
intend, that we ſhould reap any Advantage to ourſelves, or 
doSpain any real Injury, therefore, our Squadron were not 
to attack the Spaniards either by Sea or Land, but only to 
perſuade them, in caſe we met with them at Sea, to deliver 
their Treaſure into our Hands, in Truſt for the ſeveral Par- 
ties concerned. 

Thus, Sir, France got us to chaſtiſe the Court of Spain 
for daring to take any Meaſures contrary to her Intereſt ; and 
then ſhe made a Merit at that Court, of her having pre- 
vented us from doing any Miſchief to them, notwithſtand- 
ing their having declared War againſt us, and openly at- 
tacked our Town of Gibraltar. By this Means ſhe laid a 
Foundation for getting herſelf reconciled with the Court of 
Spain, and by Means of that Reconcilement, and her Influ- 
ence upon our Miniſter, ſhe accompliſhed the. other Point 
ſhe had in View, which was to create a new Breach between 
the Courts of Vienna and Madrid. For this Purpoſe, his 


moſt Chriſtian Majeſty became now the Mediator between 


us and the Court of Spain, and by his Mediation the Treaty 
of Seville was concluded, which created a new and almolt 
irreconcileable 
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irreconcileable Breach between the Courts of jenna 
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« As by this Treaty we were brought upon the Brink of 


being forced to enter into a War, in Conjunction with 
France and Spain, againſt the Emperor, the whole Nation 
began to take the Alarm, fo that our Miniſter was obliged 
now to conſult his own Safety; and this drove him precipi- 
tately into the Guaranty of the Pragmatic Sanction, in order 
to prevail upon the Emperor to admit the Introduction of 
Spaniſh Troops into the ſtrong Places of Tuſcany, Parma, 
and Placentia, The Treaty of Seville being, by this dan- 
gerous and raſh Step, fully executed upon our Part,-it was 
natural to expect a due Performance on the Part of Spain; 
but France having now by our Means recovered her Influ- 
ence over the Court of Spain, and it being highly advan- 
tageous for the Trade of France to have Diſputes always 
ſubſiſting between us and Spain, France took Care that 
Spain ſhould perform nothing of what had been promiſed 

on her Part by the Treaty of Seville, except, I think, the 
Reſtitution of the Ship Prince Frederick, and perhaps ſome 

of the other Ships that had been ſeized in the Ports of 

Spain at the Beginning of the Rupture, As toall our other 

Demands, they remained unadjuſted : The Term for adjuſt- 

ing them by Commiſſaries expired; that Term was again 

and again renewed, and in the mean time the Spaniards ex- 

erciſed the Right they had ſet up, of ſearching our Ships in 

the American Seas, and ſeizing ſuch of them as had any 
Goods on board, which they were pleaſed to call contraband. 

By this, daily Depredations were committed upon our Mer- 

chants in the Weſt- Indies; daily Complaints were made to 
our Miniſter here; and thus Affairs ſtood, when France, in 

Conjunction with Spain and Sardinia, thought fit to attack 
the Emperor in the Year 1733, with an avowed Deſign to 
ſtrip him of all his Dominions in Italy. 

In the Beginning of the late Reign, Sir, the Power of 
the Houſe of Auſtria was thought too weak, without the Ad- 
dition of Sicily to their other Italian Dominions. A Mini- 
ſter had been impeached for leaving that Houſe in ſuch a 
weak Condition by the Treaty of Utrecht : We had procured 
him Sicily at the Expence of a War with Spain; becauſe, 
without that Addition, the Balance of Power in Europe, it 
was thought, could not be ſecured. We had, therefore, 
three Reaſons for joining with the Emperor in this new 
War; one founded upon tne general Intereſt of Europe, be- 
cauſe the Balance of Power would be overturned, ſhould the 
Emperor be ſtript of his Italian Dominions : A ſecond 


founded upon our own Honour, becauſe we had but two 
| P 2 | Years 
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Anno 14, Geo Years before guaranty'd the Pragmatic Sanction, by which 
IF 1740- the Emperor was induced to admit of the Introduction ef 
cpaniſh Troops into Italy, which Troops were now employ. 

in attacking him: And a third founded upon our own 
rticular Intereſt, becauſe we could not otherwiſe expe to 

obtain Satisfaction or Security from Spain. Theſe,” Sir, 
were weighty Conſiderations; but the Plan of Politics our 
Miniſter had laid down, prevailed over all theſe ; and we 
bs continued idle, tho* not expenceleſs Spectators, till the Power 
of the Houſe of Auſtria was diminiſhed by the Loſs of Na. 
= ples and Sicily, and the Power of France increaſed by the 

| Acceſſion of Lorain, © IG MY 
During this War, the Spaniards favoured us with ſom 
Sort of Intermiſſion of Depredations ; but as ſoon as it waz 
over, they renewed them with more Vigour than ever, and 
openly boaſted of their being encouraged, and that they 
would be protected againſt the Effects of our Reſentment, by 
France. As our Trade in general, as well as our particular 
Merchants, ſuffered greatly by theſe Depredations; it was 
highly the Intereſt of the Nation to inſiſt peremptorily upon 
SatisfaQion ; but as this was contrary to the Intereſt of 
France, our Miniſter's Plan of Politics prevailed over the 
Intereſt of his Country, and the Cries of his Countrymen. 
At laſt ſomething mult be done for, his Safety he:e at home, 
and ata great Expencea Treaty was obtained, by which we 
neither got Satisfiftion nor Security, but a Foundation for 
another ten Years trifling Negociation. This, he found, 
the Nation was too wiſe to be amuſed with, and therefore he 
found himſelf under a Neceſſity of entering into a War 
againſt Spain: This War, Sir, the Court of France was 
obliged to connive at, rather than riſk the Loſs of a Mini- 
ſter, who had ſh:wn himſelf ſo much their Slave; but how 
was this War to be carried on ? According to the Intereſt 
of this Nation, it was certainly to be carried on in the moſt 
vigorous Manner, in order to make it.of a ſhort Duration; 
and the moſt exact Care was to be taken of our Trade, 
becauſe there only the Enemy could hurt us : But according - 
to the Intereſt of France, the War was to be carried on in 
that Manner, which might make it the moſt laſting, and 
moſt expoſe our Trade to ſuffer by Spaniſh Privateers ; be- 
cauſe by this Means, our Trade might at laſt be ruined paſt 
all Redemption, and the Trade of France eſtabliſhed ſo, as to 
be out of our Power to hurt it. 4 ſhall leave Gentlemen to 
judge, in which of theſe Methods the War has been hitherto 
carried on; for if it has been carried on in the latter Me. 
thod, it is a Proof that our Miniſter has to this very Day 
purſued that Plan of Politics, which J haye ſaid = laid 
owl 
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* 


down for his Conduct, at the very Beginning of his Admi- nno14, Geo. 


iſtration. 5 | | 
3 « | hal} be leave, Sir, to mention two other Facts, as a 
Proof of this Plan. By the Treaty of Utrecht, the Port and 
Harbour of Dunkirk were to be deſtroyed, and never to be 


repaired ; and by a Treaty between his late Majeſty ane 


France, in the Year 1717, it was ſtipulated, That no Port, 
Haven · or Fortification ſhould be made or built at Dunkirk 
or Mardyke, or any other Place whatever along that Coaſt, 
within two Leagues of either of thoſe two Places: Yet, Sir, 
as ſoon as this Miniſter began to have the chief Direction of 
our Affairs, not only the French began to uſe Dunkirk as a 
Port, but it was admitted as ſuch, and as a Flemiſh Port too, 
notwichſtanding its being in the Poſſeſſion of France, even 
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upon our Cuſtom-houſe Books; and great Quantities of 


French Brandies were not only allowed to be imported from 
thence, but to be imported as Flemiſh Brandies, by which 
they avoided pay ing the high Duties impoſed by Law upon 
French Brandies. This Point being once gained, the 
French ſoon began to repair the Port and Harbour of Dun- 
kirk, ſo as to make the Harbour fit for receiving very large 
Ships; and now at laſt they have begun to repair the Fortifi- 
cations and erect Batteries; ſo that in Caſe of a War with 
France, we may expect to have our Trade as much infeſted 
by Durkirk Privateers, as ever it was in the laſt War. 
This, Sir, is a farther Proof of our Miniſter's Complai- 

fance for France; and in order to add another to this, I muſt 
obſerve, that both France and Spain have Iriſh Regiments 
in their Service; but tho” thoſe Regiments are ſaid to be in 
the Service of France or Spain, and receive their Pay from 
his moſt Chriſtian or his moſt Catholic Majeſty, yet they 
are properly in the Service of the Pretender, and acknow- 
ledge him for their King and chief Maſter. Therefore, if it 
is not Treaſon, it is ſomething very like Treaſon, to aſſiſt or 
connive at the Recruiting of thoſe Regiments in any of his 
Majeſty's Britiſh Dom inions: Yet ſuch was our Miniſter's 
Complaiſance for France, that, at their Deſire, he had like to 
have incurred being guilty of this Crime. Nay, he would 
certainly have incurred it, and thoſe Regiments would have 
deen recruited openly in theſe Kingdoms, and with the Con- 
ſeat of our Adminiſtration, if ſome of thoſe whom he has 
Jong look'd on as his Enemies, had not warned him of his 


Danger ; which ſhews that their Oppoſition to his Meaſures 


did not proceed from Malice and Reſentment, as he has al- 

ways infinuated, but from a ſincere Regard to the Good of 

heir Country; for ſurely a malicious Enemy would have 

been glad to have ſeen him commit ſuch a criminal wow 
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being guilty of it, by fore-warning him of his Danger. 
_ * Having now, I hope, Sir, ſufficiently demonſtrated. our 
Miniſter's Plan of Politics with regard to foreign Affair, 


ſhall next endeavour to inveſtigate and demonſtrate his Pla 


of Politics with regard to our domeſtic Affairs; and here, 
he ſeems to have laid it down as a Rule, to govern bythe 
ſole Means of Bribery and Corruption; and for this Purpoſe, 
to prevent our being able to leſſen our Debts, or aboliſh a0 
of our Taxes, by running the Nation every Year into extra 
ordinary and unneceſſary Charges, and by every other Me- 
thod he could contrive. Upon his firſt Acceſſion to the 
ſole Direction of our public Affairs, we were in a fair way 
of being able in a ſhorttime to pay off every Shilling of our 
public Debt. The South Sea Scheme, by its being ſo wick 
edly conducted, had, indeed, ruined many private Men, but 
it was of ſingular Service, and might have been made of 
much greater Service to the Public. Our Irredeemable 
were thereby made redeemable: The Intereſt payable upon 


moſt of our public Debts was to be reduced in a few Vean 


from five to four per Cent; and the South Sea Company 
were obliged to pay off even Millions of our Debts at onde, 
by ſinking ſo much of their Capital. By theſe Means, the 
Sinking Fund would have been ſo much increaſed, that if 
it had been religiouſly applied, our public Debts might have 


been by this time almott entirely diſcharged, and all our 


grievous Taxes aboliſhed ; but this would have very much 
leſſened the Miniſter's Fund for Corruption, by demoliſhing 
many of thoſe Poſts and Places which he has at his Diſpoſal; 
and therefore, according to his Plan, this Effect was by all 
means to be prevented: The public Charge was to be yearly 
increaſed, in order to oblige us to apply the Sinking-Fund 
to the current Service, or to run as much in Debt with one 
Hand, as we paid off with the other; and the Land- Tax 
was to be repreſented as the moit grievous Tax to the Ns 
tion, becauſe it furniſhed him with the leaſt Means for Cor- 

ruption. | 
In Purſuance of theſe Maxims, the ſeven Mz/lions due 
by the South-Sea Company to the Public was generouſly. re- 
leaſed, and the Expences of the Civil-Liſt were ſo much 
increaſed, that a new Debt of 500,0001. was contracted in 
the Year 1725, for paying the Debts of the Civil-Liſts, tho 
the like Sum had been granted to his late Majeſty for the 
fame Purpoſe, but four Years before; and upon his preſent 
Majeſty's Acceſſion, an Addition of 100,000]. a Year was 
made to the Civil. Liſt Revenue, beſides the 115, oool. which 
was granted for making good a pretended DT in that 
evenue. 
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Revenue. But what furniſhed him with the beſt Pretence A; 
for increaſing the public Charge, was the 2 Treaty of e 1 | 
Hanover in the Year 1725. For preventing the Danger 3 
with which Europe was threatened from the overgrown + ' 
Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, he did not think it ſufficient 
to put this Nation to the Expence of augmenting our own 
Armies, and fitting out ſeveral Squadrons, but we muſt like- 
wiſe take foreign Armies and foreign Princes into our Pay. 
Surely, Sir, if Europe had at that Time been in any Danger 
from the overgrown Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, this 
Nation was the laſt, and had the leaſt to fear, therefore we 
ſhould have been the laſt that put ourſelves to any Expence 
for guarding againſt that Danger ; and yet we were not only 
the firſt, but the only Power in Europe that put itſelf to any 
Expence upon that Account. The Dutch that lay moſt 
xpoſed, were ſo very little apprehenſive, that they did not 
ſo much as accede to the Treaty of Hanover till near a Year 
after it was made; and the French who had the moſt to fear 
rom an Alliance between the Emperor and Spain, put 
hemſelves to little or no Expence, nor gave us any Aſſiſtance 
hen we were openly atracked by Spain, on account of 
hat we did for preventing the Danger they lay expoſed to. 
Whereas, we took 12,000 Heſſians immediately into our 
Pay, granted Subſidies to the King of Sweden, the King of 
Denmark, the Duke of Wolfembuttle ; and what was moſt 
xtraordinary, the Subſidy to the Duke of Wolfembuttle 
as not granted till half a Year after we had made up Mat- 
ers with the Emperor, and the Heſſian Troops were conti- 
ved in our Pay for ſeveral Years after. 
] muſt therefore conclude, Sir, that all the extraordinary 
xpence we put ourſelves to on account of, or conſequent to 
o the Treaty of Hanover, could proceed from nothing but 
2 Deſign to prevent our paying off any conſiderable Part of 
dur Debts, or aboliſhing any of our Taxes; and the aboliſh- 
Ing of the Salt-Duty in the Year 1730, in order to diminiſh 
he Sinking-Fund, and reviving it again in the Year 1732,. 
n Eaſe of the Land-Tax, is a farther Proof of this Deſign. 
But as it would be tedious to mention all the Arguments that 
ight be brought in Proof of this Deſign, and as I have 
aken up too much of your Time already, I ſhall trouble 
you with no more of them, except the defeating of that 
dcbeme which was offered to this very Parliament, for re- 
ucing the Intereſt payable upon all our Funds, or for put- 
ing it out of the Power of any future Miniſter to prevent 
he Nation's getting rid of its Debt by Degrees. We muſt 
UW remember by what Means, and by whom, that Scheme 
"as defeated ; and conſidering how practicable it was - that 
| | ime, 
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II 1946: 


conclude, that the Miniſter who defeated it could have ng 
Deſign that our Debts ſhould: ever be paid, or our Tax 
diminiſhed, | e 

Before I have done, Sir, with this Miniſter's Conduct, 
muſt take Notice of one thing which has been too often prac- 
tiſed under al! Miniſters, and that is, the letting of -public 


Securities ſtand aut, without any Fund for their Payment, til 


they run to a great Diſcount, when they are bought up, by 
the Miniſter's Friends and Tools, perhaps in Trult for hin: 
ſelf, and then a Fund is provided for paying them off at thy 
full Price. This, I ſay, has been too often practiſed under al 
Miniſters, when they could. have any Opportunity of it, and 
this has not been, le unpractiſed under this Miniſter. We 


all know what a prodigious Sum that Debt due to the Army, 


and to foreign States, were at laſt brought to, which cob. 


tinued for ſeveral Years to circulate under the Name of Arny 


Debentures, at an Intereſt of Fur per Cent, without any Fund 
for paying off the Principal. Moſt of thoſe Debentures that 
were certified before the 2 1ſt of March 1719; were ſubſcribed 
into the South Sea Company, but of them there remained 
unſubſcribed near 400, oool. and after the 21ſt of Mardi 
1719, new Army Debentures were made out for Debts n 
before certified for near 550,000l. ſo that for ſome "Time 
before the Year 1727, there was near a Million circulating 
in Army Debentures at four per Cent, without any certain 
Fund for paying the Principal ; for as the Sinking-Fund had 
been appropriated to the Payment of Debts contraQed before 
the Year 1716, ſome People doubted if it could be applied u 
the Payment of theſe Debentures ; and as there was always: 
great Number of them at Market, they came at laſt to be 
fold at above 30l. per Cent. Diſcount, But towards the 
latter End of the Year 1726, all that could be got at a 
Diſcount were bought up, and a certain Shop in this Cit 
vas particularly noted for the purchaſing ſuch Debenturs, 
At laſt, upon the 7th of March 1726, a Reſolution was come 


to in this Houle, to pay off all thoſe Army Debentures, d 


which public Notice was given, and by an Act of the ſame 
Seſſion, the Sinking-Fund was appropriated to the paying 
off all theſe Debentures at their full Price, by which tit 
— got in a few Months above 30 per Cent. cleat 
ront. . | 
Whether the Miniſter himſelf was perſonally concerned 
in this Jobb, I ſhall not pretend, Sir, to determine, but ſome 


of his Friends were known to be concerned in it; and whe- 


ther he was concerned or no, is, I am ſure, a Queſtion that 
can never be determined as long as he has the fole * 
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of all our public. Affairs. If he was perſonally concerned, or Anno 14, Geo. 
even if he gave private Notice to his Friend, it was certainly II. 1740. 
highly criminal; but as a Proof of fuch Facts cannot be ex- WY = 
cted whilſt he is in Power, and as upon this Motion we have * 5 
no Occaſion for alledging ſuch particular Crimes againſt him, 
much leſs for proving them, I ſhall not mention any more of 
them, tho' there are others, of much the ſame Nature, of 
which he has been ſuſpęcted. I fay, Sir, we have no Occa. 
fion for alledging or proving any ſuch Crimes for ſapport- 
ing this Motion and I muſt ſay, I am greatly ſurprized 
to hear, that ſome Gentlemen who, I believe, mean well, 
eſpecially an honourable Gentleman who ſpoke ſome time 
fince, ſhould be able to diſtinguiſh between a Motion for im- 
peaching a Miniſter, and a Motion for removing him from 
the King's Councils, A Motion for an Impeachment muſt 
be ſupported by ſome. particular Allegations of a criminal 
Nature, and by ſome Sort of Proof of thoſe Allegations, be. 
fore this Houſe can agree to it; but a Motion for removing 
him is ſufficiently founded, if from the whole Tenor of his 
Conduct it appears in general, that he muſt either have bad 
Deſigns or muſt be a very weak Man. I have explained 
this Miniſter's Plan of Politics with regard both to foreign 
and domeſtic Affairs: I have ſhewn, I think, ſuch ſtrong 
Preſum ptions of this being his Plan of Politics, that we mult 
conclude him a very wicked, or a. very weak Miniſter. Let 
us conſider, Sir, what we have todo next Summer: We are 
to have a general Election for a new Parliament: We are to 
form Alliances, and concert Meaſures for preſerving a Ba- 
lance of Power in Europe, otherwiſe it will be irrecoverably 
loſt, Can we expect a fair or free Election, whilſt we have 
a Miniſter at the Helm, who has laid it down as a Maxim, 
to govern by the ſole Means of Bribery and Corruption ? 
Can we expect that any of the Powers of Europe will enter 
into any Alliance or Concert with us, whilſt our Affairs are 
under the ſole Direction of a Miniſter who has ſhewn himſelf 
ſuch a Slave to France ? 
What a Danger then, Sir, muſt the Liberties of this 
Nation be expoſed to? What a Danger muſt the Liberties 
of Europe be expoſed to, by continuing this Miniſter but 
for one Year longer in Power? If the Honourable Gentle- 
man would, conſider this, Sir, I am ſure, he would not talk - 
of returning him Good for Evil, or of doing this Miniſter - 
an! his Family that Juſtice which he denied to his, To 
vote for continuing a Man in a Poſt which he has ſhewn 
himſelf to be very unfit for, is doing bim neither Good nor 
Juſtice: It is like putting a Sword into the Hands of a 
Madman or Ruffian; and to continue him in the ſole Direc- 
voin! 3 « | tion , 
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Sir Robert 
Walpole. 


doing the greateſt Evil, the greateſt Injuſtice to our Country, 
Therefore, I hope, every Gentleman who, from this Mini- 


. ſter's former Conduct, and from the preſent mielancholy 


Situation of Affairs, both Abroad and at Home, thinks he 
has Reaſon to ſuſpect his being either a very wicked, or a 


very weak Miniſter, will give his Affirmative to the preſent 


Queſtion. 
Sir Robert Walpole. 


SIR, 

I Tconfeſs, I am at a Loſs what to ſay, or how to juſtify 
myſclf on this Occaſion. I had often heard, that ſome 
ſuch Motion was deſigned againſt me; but I was always at 
a Loſs to conjecture what the Honourable Gentlemen might 
have to ſay in ſupport of their Motion. My own Innocence 
convinced me, they had no real Crime, nor any wilful Neg. 
left to lay to my Charge; and I therefore ſuppoſed, they 
had heard ſome malicious Stories, which they had.given too 
much Credit to, and which 1 might eaſily ſhew the Falſhood 
of, when I came to hear them explained. But now I have 
heard the whole Charge againſt me, I do not think there is 


any one Part of it, except one ſingle Fact, which is not a 


Charge, not only againſt his Majefly and all thoſe of his 
Council, but alio againſt both Houſes of Parliament, as 
well as againt me, If I were to anſwer for myſelf alone, 
I ſhould think my Taſk very eaſy ; but as I am to anſwer 
for King, Lords and Commons, it gives me great Pain, lef 


their Cauſe ſhould ſuffer thro' any Incapacity in me: Vet 


dangerous and painful as the Taſk is, I muſt undertake it, 
and ſhall be as conciſe as the Nature of the Caſe will admit 

of. Ws 
have, indeed, this Advantage; Sir, that all the Objee- 
tions now made to the Conduct of the Adminiſtration, have 
been already anſwered to the Satisfaction of a Majority of 
both Houſes of Parliament, and, I believe, to the Satisfaction 
of a Majority of the better ſort of People in the Nation; 
therefore, I need only repeat a few of thoſe Anſwers that 
have been made already, which I ſhall do in the Order of 
Time in which the ſeveral Tranſactions happened, and con- 
ſequently mult begin with our refuſing to accept of the fole 
Mediation offered us by Spain, upon the Breach between 
that Court and the Court of France, about the latter's 
breaking off the intended Marriage between their King and 
the Infanta of Spain. I hope it will not be ſaid, we had 
any Reaſon to quarrel with France upon that Account ; and 
therefore, if our accepting of that Mediation might have 
| ; occaſioned 
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occaſioned our quarrelling with France, we had no Buſineſs Anno 14, Geo, 
with it, unleſs we had ſomething very beneficial for ourſelves II. 1749. 
to expect by the Acceptance, A Reconciliation between the 


Courts of Vienna and Madrid was, it is true, what was to 
be wiſhed-for by all Europe, as well as by us, provided it 
had been brought about without any Deſign to diſturb our 
Tranquillity, or the Tranquillity of Europe; but both Par- 
ties were then ſo high in their Demands, that we could 
hope for no Succeſs; and if the Negotiation had ended 
without Effect, we might have expected the common Fate 
of Arbitrators, the diſobliging of both Parties. There- 


fore, as it was our Intereſt to keep well with both, I muſt 


{till think it was the moſt prudent Part we could act, to 
refuſe the Mediation offered. 

The next Step of our foreign Conduct found fault with, 
is the Treaty of Hanover, Sir, if I were to give the true 
Hiſtory of that Treaty, which no Gentleman can defire I 
ſhould, I am ſure, I could fully juſtify my own Conduct; bet 
as I do not defire to juſtify my own, without juſtifying at the 
ſame time his late Majelty's Conduct, I mutt obſerve, that 
his late Majeſty had ſuch Information, as convinced not only 
him, but all thoſe of his Council, both at Home and Abroad, 
that ſome dangerous Deſigns had been formed between the 
Emperor and Spain, at the Time of their concluding the 
Treaty at Vienna in May 1725. Defigns, Sir, which were 
dangerous not only to the Liberties of this Nation, but to 
the Liberties of Europe. They were not only to vreſt 
Gibraltar and Portmahone from this Nation, and to force 
the Pretender upon us, but they were to have Don Carlos 
married to the Emperor's eldeſt Daughter, who would 
thereby have had a Probability of uniting in his Perſon, or 
in the Perſon of ſome of his Succeſſors, tte Crowns of 
France and Spain with the Imperial Dignity, and the Au- 
ſtrian Dominions. It was therefore highly. reaſonable, both 
in France and us, to take the Alarm at ſuch Deſigus, and to 
think betimes of preventing their being carried into Execu- 
tion. But with regard to us, it was more particularly our 
Buſineſs to take the Alarm, becauſe we were to have been 
immediately attacked. 

* I ſhall grant, Sir, it would have been very difficult, if 
not impoſſible, for Spain and the Emperor, joined together, 
to have invaded, or made themſelves Maſters of any of his 
Majeſty's Britiſh Dominions ; but will it be ſaid, they might 
not have invaded his Majeſty's Dominions in Germany, in 
order to force him to a Compliance with what they deſired 
of him, as King of Great Britain? And if thoſe Domi. 
mons had been. invaded on account of a Quarrel with this 

„ | Nation, 
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and Intereſt, to defend them? When we were thas threa. 
tened, it was therefore abſolutely neceſſary for us to make 


an Allianee with France; and that we might not truſt too 


much to their Aſſiſtance, it was likewiſe neceſſary to form 
Alliances with the Northern Powers, and with ſome of the 
Princes in Germany, which we never did, nor ever could do, 
without granting them immediate Subſidies. Theſe Mex 
fures were therefore, I ſtil] think, not only prudent but ne. 
ceſſary, and by theſe Meaſures we made it much more das. 


gerous for the Emperor and Spain to attack us, than it 


would otherwiſe have been. £914 

© But ſtill, Sir, tho' by theſe Alliances we put ourſelve 
upon an equal Footing with our. Enemies, in caſe of an At. 
tack, yet, in order to preſerve the Tranquillity of -Europe, 
as well as our own, there was ſomething elſe to be done. We 
knew that War could not be begun or carried on without 
Money; we knew that the Emperor had no Money for that 
Purpoſe, without receiving large Remittances from Spain; 


and we knew that Spain could ſend him no ſuch Remittances 


without receiving large Returns of Treaſure from the Well 
Indies, The only way therefore to render theſe two Powers 
incapable of diſturbing the Tranquillity of Europe was, by 
ſending a Squadron to the Weſt- Indies to {top the Return of 
the Spaniſh Galleons; and this made it neceſſary at the 
ſame Time to ſend a Squadron to the Mediterranean, for the 
Security of our valuable Poſſeſſions in that Part of the 
World. By theſe Meaſures the Emperor ſaw it was impol- 
ible for him to attack us in any Part of the World, becauſe 
Spain could give him no Aſſiſtance either in Money or 
Troops; and as for the Spaniards Attack upon Gibraltar, 
it was ſo vail, we had no Occaſion to call upon our Allie 
for Aſſiſtance: A ſmall Squadron of our own prevented their 
attacking it by Sea, and from their Attack at Land we had 
nothing to fear; they might have knocked their Brains out 
againſt inacceſſible Rocks, to this very Day, without bring- 
ing that Fortreſs into any Danger. 

* I do not pretend, Sir, to be a great Maſter of foreign 
Affairs: In that Poſt in which I have the Honour to ſerve 
his Majeſty, it is not my Buſineſs to meddle with them; and 
as one of his Majeſty's Council I have but one Voice; but if 
J had been the ſole Adviſer of the Treaty of Hanover, and 
all the Meaſures that were taken in Purſuance of it, from 
what I have ſaid, I hope it will appear, that I do not deſerve 
to be cenſured, either as a weak or a wicked Miniſter on 
that Account ; and now with regard-to the Guaranty of the 
Pragmatic Sanction, I am really ſurpriſed to find that = 
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ſure objected to; it was ſo univerſally approved of, both Anno 14, Geo! 
within Doors and without, that till this very Day 1 think II. 340 
no Fault was ever found with it, unleſs it was that of its | 
being too long delayed, If it was ſo neceſſary for ſapport- 
ing the Balance of Power in Europe, as has been infiſted on 
in this Debate, to preſerve intire the Dominions of the 
Houſe of Aultria, ſurely it was not our Buſineſs to inſiſt upon 
2 Partition of them in favour of any of the Princes of the 
Empire. But if we had, could we have expected, that the 
Houſe of Auſtria would have agreed to any ſuch Partition, 
even for the gaining of our Guaranty? The King of Pruſſia 
had, it is true, a Claim upon ſome Lordſhips in Sileſia, but 
that Claim was abſolutely denied by the Court of Vienna, 
and was not at that Time ſo much as infiſted on by the late 
King of Pruſſia. Nay, if he had lived till this Time, I 
believe it would not now have been inſiſted on; for he ac- 
ceded to that Guaranty without any Reſervation of that 
Claim; therefore, I muſt look upon this as an Objection, 
which has ſince ariſen from an Accident, that could not then 
be foreſeen nor provided againſt, 
] muſt therefore think, Sir, that our guarantying the 
P:agmatic Sanction, or our manner of doing it, cannot now 
be objected to, nor any Perſon cenſured by Parliament for 
adviſing that Meaſure ; but tho? it was prudent and right in 
us to enter into that Guaranty, we were not therefore obliged 
to enter into every Broil the Houſe of Auſtria might after- 
wards lead themſelves into; and therefore, we were not in 
Honour obliged to take any Share in the War which the 
Emperor brought upon himſelf in the Year 1733, nor were 
we in Intereſt obliged to take a Share in that War, as long as 
neither Side attempted to puſh their Conqueſts farther than 
was conſiſtent with the Balance of Power in Europe, which 
was a Caſe that did not happen; for the Power of the 
Houſe of Auſtria was not diminiſhed by the Event of that 
War, becauſe they got Tuſcany, Parma, and Placentia, in 
lieu of Naples and Sicily ; nor was the Power of France 
much increaſed, becauſe Lorain was a Province ſhe had al- 
oreign ways taken and kept Poſſeſſion of, during every War ſhe had 
| ſerve been lately engaged in. And as to our Diſputes with Spain, 


and they were not then come to ſuch a Height, as to make it 
but if neceſſary for us to come to an open Rupture. We had then 
, and Reaſon to hope, that all Differences would be accommo- 
from dated in an amicable manner; and whilſt we have any ſuch © 


Hopes, it can never be prudent for us to engage ourſelves in 
War, eſpecially with Spain, where we have always had a 
very beneficial Commerce. 

« Theſe 
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174% L never heard it was a Crime in any one to hope for the bell 
It was this ſort of Hope that was the Caule of the late Cay, i 
vention, and if Spain had performed her Part of that Preli 

minary Treaty, I am ſure, it would not have been wr 
in us, to have hoped for a friendly Accommodation, and for 
that End to have waited for nine or ten Months longer, ig 
which Time the Plenipotentiaries were by the Treaty to 
have adjuſted all the Differences ſubſiſting between the twg 
Nations. But as Spain failed in performing what ſhe had 
_ to by this Preliminary, it put an End to all our 
ope, and then, and not till then, it became both prudent 
and neceflary for us to begin Hoſtilities, which were accord. 
1fgly begun as ſoon, as poſſible after the elapſing of the Time 
in which Spain was to have paid the 95,0001. Thus the 
ſent War began, and as I am neither General nor Admiral, 
as I have nothing to do either with our Navy or Army, I 
am ſure, Iam not to anſwer for the Proſecution of it. But 
were I to anſwer for every Thing, no Fault could, I think, 
be found with my Conduct in the Proſecution of the War. 
It has from the Beginning been carried on with as much Vi. 
gour, and as great Care taken of our Trade, as was conſiſtent 
with our Safety at home, and wich the Circumſtances we 
were in at the Beginning of the War. If our Attacks upon 
the Enemy were too long delayed, or if they have not been ſo 
vigorous or ſo frequent as they ought to have been, thoſe 
only are to blame who have for many Years been haranygu- 
ing againſt regular I roops and Standing: Armies; for with- 
out a ſufficient Number of ſuch, in Proportion to the Num- 
bers kept up by our Neighbours, I am ſure, we can neither 
defend ourſelves, npr offend our Enemies. | 
I now come, Sir, to the Conduct of our domeſtic Affain, 
and here a heavy Charge is laid, as if the Nation had been 
run into an extraordinary and unneceſſary Expence, in order 
to prevent our being able to pay off our Debts, or aboliſh 
our Taxes. Sir, if there be any Ground for this Charge, 
it is a Charge againſt both Houſes of Parliament, as well 
as againſt the Adminiltration, No public Expence his 
been incurred but what has been approved of and provided 
for by Parliament: The public Treaſure has been duly ap- 
plied to the Uſes to which it was appropriated by Parlia- 
ment, and regular Accounts have been annually laid before 
Parliament of every Article of public Expence. If by fo: 
. reign Accidents, by the Diſputes of foreign States among 
themſelves, or by their Deſigns againſt us, the Nation has 
often been put to an extraerdinary Expence, that Expence 


cannot be ſaid to have been unneceſſary, becauſe, if by fav- 
10g 


Anno 14, Geo « Theſe: Hopes, tis true, Sir, at laſt proved abortive, hit 
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ing that Expence, we had expoſed the Balance of Power to 2 


Danger, or ourſelves to an Attack, it would have coſt us, 
rha ps, a hundred Tiines the Sum, before we could recover 
om that Danger, or repel that Attack. _ | 
« In all ſuch Caſes there will be a Variety of Opinions. 
[ happened to be one of thoſe who thought all thoſe Ex- 
pences neceſſary, and I had the good Luck to have the Ma- 
jority of both Houſes of Parliament on my Side of the Queſ- 
tion; but this, it ſeems, proceeded from Bribery and Cor- 
ruption. Sir, if any one Inſtance had been mentioned ; if 
it had been ſhewn, that I ever offered a Reward to any 
Member of either Houſe, or ever threatned to deprive any 
Member of his Office or Employment, in order to influence 
his voting in Parliament, there might have been ſome 
Ground for this Charge ; but when it is ſo generally laid, I 
do not know what I can ſay to it, unleſs it be to deny it as 
generally and as poſitively as it has been aſſerted ; and, 
thank God ! till ſome Proof be offered, I have the Laws of 
the Land, as well as the Laws of Charity in my Favour. 
Some Members of both Houſes have, tis true, been re- 
moved from their Employments under the Crown ; but were 
they ever told, either by me, or any other of his Me jeſty's 
Servants, that it was for oppoſing the Meaſures of the Ad- 
miniſtration in Parliament? They were removed, becauſe 
his Majeſty did not think fit to continue them longer in his 
Service. His Majeſty had a Right todo ſo, and I know no 
one that has a Right to aſk him, What doſt-thou ? If his 
Majeſty had a Mind that the Favours of the Crown ſhould 
circulate, would not this of itſelf be a good Reaſon for re- 
moving any of his Servants ? Would not this Reaſon be ap- 
proved of by the whole Nation, except thoſe who happen to 
be the preſent Poſſeſſors? I cannot therefore ſee, how this 
can be imputed to me as a Crime, or how any of the King's 
Miniſters can be blamed for his doing what the Public has 
no Concern in; for if the Public be well and faithfully 
lerved, it has no Buſineſs to aſk by whom. 

* Upon the Whole, Sir, it is a great Comfort to me to 
ind, that my Enemies, after all their Boaſting, can lay no 
particular Crime to my Door, nor charge me with any one 
Tranſaction, at Home or Abroad, that has not had the Ap- 
probation of Parliament. And whatever People may think 
of the Wiſdom of the Adminiſtration, for I am ſure I ſhall 
not defire them to think weil of mine, their Conduct will 
ſpeak for itſelf. Our Tranquillity has been preſerved both 
Abroad and at Home, notwithſtanding a moſt unreaſonab'e 
nd violent Oppoſition to all their Meaſures : The true In- 
{reſt of the Nation has been purſued : Our Trade has — 
riſhed: 


Anno 14, Geo riſhed : A Part of our Debt has been paid off; and be 


II. 1740. 


V that moſt unequal and grievous Burden, the Land- Taz. | 


Taxes, the applying it in Eaſe of the Jand-Tax, was cer. 


(120 ) 
landed Intereſt has been very much eaſed, with reſpe& i 


ſay ſo, Sir, becauſe upon Examination it will appear, that 
within theſe fxteen or ſeventeen Years, no leſs than 8,006, 
ooo of our Debt has been actnally diſcharged, by the due 
Application of the Sinking-Fund, and at leaſt 7,000,000 
has been taken from that. Fund, and applied to the Eaſe of 
the Land- Tax; for if it had not been applied to the cur. 
rent Service, we mult have ſupplied that Service by increa. 
ing the Land-Tax ; and as the Sinking-Fund was originally 
deſigned for paying off our Debts, and eaſing us of our 


tainly as proper and as neceſſary an Uſe as it could be ap. 
plied to. | 

But, Sir, I had almoſt forgot one Fact, which ſeems u 
be a particular Crime charged againſt me, I mean that te. 
lating to Army-Debentures. I am ſurprized, Sir, to heat 


any thing relating to this Affair charged upon me: What. [ 
ever Blame there may be in this Affair, it ought to be placed ( 
to the Account of thoſe that were in Power, when I was, 2 
they call it, the Country Gentleman: It was by them this 
Affair was ſet on Foot and conducted, and I came in only u 
pay off thoſe public Securities, which their Management F 
had brought to a great Diſcount, and conſequently to redeem 

our public Credit from that Reproach, which they had B 
brought upon it. Theſe Army-Debentures being at a great 
Diſcount, was a ſtrong Reaſon, and the Reaſon that pre 
vailed with the Parliament, to apply the Sinking Fund ft .. 
to the paying off thoſe Debentures, but they could not apply Wl {, 
the Sinking-Fund to that Purpoſe, till it began to produce C 
ſomething conſiderable, which was not till the Year 1727.0 ., 
That the Sinking Fund was then te receive a great Addi. 0. 
tion, was a Fact publicly known in the Year 1726; and i ; 
ſome People were quick-fighted enough to foreſee, that tit WI the 
Parliament would probably make this Uſe of it, and cunning Pee 
efough to make the moſt of their own Foreſight, could | 


help it, or could they be blamed for doing ſo? But I del 
my moſt inveterate Enemy to prove, that I had any Hand n gui 
bringing theſe Debentures to a Diſcount, or that I had aj Co 
Share in the Profits made by buying them up. "ip Mo 

To conclude, Sir, tho' I ſhall always be proud of the duo 


Honour of any Truſt or Confidence from his Majeſty, yet! par 
ſhall always be ready to remove from his Councils and Pr zer 
ſence, when he thinks fit I ſhould do ſo; and therefore! Ref 
ſhould think myſelf very little concerned in the Event“ T 
the preſent Queltion, if it were not for the Incroachmen plai 


that will chereby be made upon 
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the Preroga 
But I muſt think, that an Acdreſs to his Mbjelly 


Crown. 


to remove one of his Servants, Without ſo- much as alledging CHW.» 


any particular Crime againſt him, is one of the greateſt 
Encroachments that was ever made upon the Prerogatives 
of the Crows ; and there fore, for the ſake of my Maſter, 
wtthout any Regard to my: own, I hope all thoſe that have 
a due Regard: for our Conſtitution, and for the Rights and 
Prerogatives of the Cron, without which our Conttitution 
cannot be preſerved, will be againſt this Motion.“ 


The whole Debate contiqued from eleven o'Clock in the | 


Afternoon till pitt three the next Morning. before which 
Time above ſixty, ſuppoſed to be of the Minority, left the 
Houſ: : So that on the Diviſion, the Motion was carried ig 
the Negative, Ayes 106, Noes 290. 


The 16th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill to exp'ain and 
amend an AR 3d King James I. for the Recovery of ſmall 


Debts, and for the Relieving of poor Debtors in London. 
Ordered it to be engroſſed. 


Read a firſt time the Mutiny and Deſertion-Bill. 

Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for licenſing the Im- 
portation of Victual from Ireland, &. into Scotland in 
Time of Scarcity. Ordered it to the Lords. 

The 17th, Read a ſecond time the Mutiny and Deſertion- 
Bill. 

Read a ſecond time the Weſtminſter-Bridge- Bill, 

Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution on Ways 
and Means ; viz. Reſolved, that the Duties on Salt, and al- 
ſo on Red and White Herrings fdelivered out for Home 
Conſumption, which by an AR 8th King George II. were 
continued to the 25th of March 1746, be further continued 
tothe 25th of March 1753. Ordered in a Bill accordingly. 


Then proceeded to the further Hearing of the Matter of Reading Elec- 
the Petition of John, Dodd Eſq; complaining of an undue ton decided. 


Election and Return for the Borough of Reading in the 
County of Berks. And the Counſel were called in; and ſe- 
veral Witneſſes examined in behalf of William Strode, Eſq; 
kiting Member; and having finiſhed their Evicence, the 
Counſel on both ſides were directed to withdraw. And a 
Motion being made and the | Queſtion put, that William 
Strode, Eſq; is duly elected a Burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
Parliament, 6r the Borough of Reading in the- County of 
Berks; it paſſed in the Negative, Ayes 133, Noes 141. 
Relolved, that John Dodd, Eſq; is duly Elected, &c. 

The 18th. Read a third Time and paſſed the Bill to ex- 
plain and amend an AR 3d King James I. for the Recover- 
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Anno 14, Geo. ing of ſmall Debts, and for the Relieving of poor Debtors in 
II. 1940: London. ' Ordered it to the Lords. „ SIO 
KRARead a firſt time, a Bill for granting and continuing be 
| Duties upon Salt, and upon Red and White Herrings for 
further Term. Fa | 1220 
Read a firſt time a Bill to indemnify Proteſtant Purchaſers - 
of Eſtates of Papiſts, againſt the Penalties or Forfeitures/Pa- 
piſts are liable to, for not having enrolled their Eſtates, in 
purſuance of an Act 3d King George I. be 
In a grand Committee made ſome Progreſs on the Bill to 
revent Inconveniences ariſing by Delays of Cauſes after | 
flue joined ; and to proceed on the 24th Inſtant. | 
The 19th. Read a ſecond Time the Bill for continuing 
the Duties upon Salt, and on Red and White Herrings for a 
farther Term. 

Read a firſt time a Bill to explain and amend ſo much of 
an Act 6th King, George I. for better ſecuring certain Power; 
and Privileges intended to be granted by his Majeſty, by tw 
Charters for Aſſurance of Ships and Merchandizes at Sea, and 
for lending Money upon Bottomry, and for reſtraining ſeveral 
extravagant and unwarrantable Practices therein mentioned, as 
relates to the extravagant and unwarrantable Practices there. 
in mentioned. 

In a grand Committee, went thro* the Bill to indemnify 
Perſons who have omitted to take the Oaths, &c. with' ſeve- 
ral Amendments. | 

Read a ſecond time the Bill for opening a Trade to and 
from Perſia through Ruſſia, 

The 20th. Agreed to the Report of the Oath-Bill; or- 
dered it to be ingroſſed. 

In a grand Committee took into Conſideration the ſeveral 
Petitions preſented to the Houſe on the Decay of the Wool. 
len ManufaQtures; and Mr. Webber was called in and er 
mined concerning his Scheme for a univerſal Regiſtry of 
Wool ; to proceed on the 25th Inſtant. | 
The 22d. Received Petitions from the Counties of Eſſer 
.and Glouceſter, repreſenting to the Houſe, That ſhould the 
Bill for opening a Trade to and from Perſia through Ruſſa 
paſs into a Law, it will greatly diſcourage the Manufacture 
of Cloth in this Kingdom; and therefore praying that the 

Bill may not paſs into a Law, unleſs Proviſion be made 
therein, to oblige the Traders to Perſia through Ruſſia to 

export in Woollen Cloths to the amount of the Value of the 
Raw-Silk, ard other the Perſian Commodities they fall 
import from Ruſſia: Referred to the Committee of the 
whole Houſe. 

Ordered, That Mr. Nettleton, Mr. Dingley, and Mr. 

G ramotte, 
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Gramotte, Ruſſia Merchants, do attend the ſaid Committee Anno 4,Geb 
on the 26th Inſtant. „ | - Ik.1146 


Read a ſecond time, a Bill for the Encouragement of Sea- 
men, and for the better and ſpeedier Manning his Majfly's 


Fleet. | : 

Reſumed the adjourned Conſideration of the Report of 
the Bill for the Recovery of Small Debts, and ordered it to 
be ingroſſed. ST 

The 24th. Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for in- 
demnifying Perſons who have omitted to qualify themſelves 
for Offices and Employments, within the time limited by 
Law, and for allowing a farther time for that purpoſe : Or- 
dered it to the Lords. 

Read a ſecond time, a Bill to indemnify Proteſtant Pur- 
chaſers of Eſtates of Papiſts, &c. 

In a Committee, went thro' the Bill to prevent Inconve- 
niencies ariſing by Delays of Cauſes after Iſſue joined, with . 
ſeveral Amendments. - 

In a Committee on the Bill for puniſhing Matiny and Debate on the 


Deſertion, a Debate aroſe as follows: quanaring of 
oldiers. 
Sir William Yonge. | 
S1R, 


© One of the greateſt Perfections the Laws of any Coun- gir William 
try can be attended with, is, to be ſo plain, preciſe, and ex- Yonge. 
preſs in all their Clauſes, as not to admit of any Doubt, Un. 
certainty or double Meaning. This is a Rule, which ought 
to be obſerved, as far as is conſiſtent with human Weakneſs, 
in the forming of every new Law; and in no fort of Laws 
is it more neceſſary, than in thoſe that are made for regulat- 
ing the Behaviour of the Civil and Military Power towards 
"ne another; for nothing contributes more towards making 
the Army and the People live eaſily together, than to have 
their reſpective Rights and Privileges fully and clearly de- 
termined, ſo as that every Soldier may know the utmoſt he 
can expect, and that his Landlord, or any other Perſon he 
has to do with, may know what is due to him. 

* This being the Caſe, Sir, as you are now upon that 
Bill for regulating the Army and their Quarters, which - 
paſſes yearly, in this Kingdom, and as a Doubt has ariſen 
upon ſome Clauſes inſerted in all former AQs of the ſame 
nature, the Duty of my Office makes it incumbent on me 
to acquaint you with that Doubt, and to propoſe a Method 
for obviating it for the future. In all former Mutiny-Bills, 
at leaſt in all that have been of late Years paſled into Laws, 
it has been enacted, . That the Officers and Soldiers quar- 
tered as directed by the Act, ſhall be received by the — 
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As no 14;Gev of the Iuns, and other Houſes in which they re: < 


tered ; and ſhall pay ſuch reaſonable Prices as fall 


Time to time be appointed by the Juſtioes of che 'Prite, 


who are thereby empowered to/appoint ſuch teaſouble Rh 


for all neceſſary Proviſions for Officers and Soldiers, forwny 


or more Nights, in all Places which they ſhall come to in 


their March, or which ſhall be appointed for their Reſidence 
and Quarters.” And by another Clauſe in the faidBills it 
has been enadted, That the Officers, when they: reveive 
the Pay of any Regiment, Troop, or Company; ſhallqpme 


public Notice thereof to all the Inns, and other Places , 


the Officers and Soldiers are (quartered, that they may big 
in their Accounts; which Accounts the Officer or Officey 
receiving the Pay, are required to accept of, and immeyi. 
ately pay the ſame, before the Subſiſtence or Pay ſhall be 
diftribated, either to Officers or Soldiers, provided. 'thenhid 


Accounts exceed not the ſeveral Rates therein mentioned 


and aſcertained.” bos i 
From thefe Clauſes, Sir, it has been, till very lately, 
thought, that the Owners of Inns, and other Places where 
Soldiers are allowed to be quartered, were obliged to furniſh 
the Soldiers with Diet and ſmall Beer for theinſclves, and 
with Hay and Straw for their Horſes, if demanded ; and 
the Owners of Inns and other ſuch Places have, till of late, 
generally done fo, without charging more for it in their 
Accounts, than the Paymaſter was by Act of Parliament 
required and limited to pay: But of late Vears a fifeerent 
way of Thinking has begun to prevail; and the Qwners of 
Inns and other Places have begun to,refuſe to farniſh#the 
Soldiers with Diet or Small Beer for themſeives, or with Hay 
and Straw for their Horſes, at the Rates allowed by the Go- 
vernment, pretending, that by the Words cf the AQ; they 
are not obliged to furniſh Soldiers with any of theſe Necel- 
ſaries, unleis they approve of the Prices allowed by the G- 
vernment, or appointed by the Juſtices of Pence. 
One of the firſt Diſputes, Sir, of this kind happe 
but laſt Year at Wakefield, where the Price of Hay had, 
during the hard Froſt, riſen to an exceſſive Height: Upon 


tais, the Juſtices of Peace in that Diviſion took the Caſe into 


their Conſideration, and appointed the Rate for Hay fora Hore 
to be 8d. per Diem. As this was 2d. per Diem above whit 
was allowed by AQ of Parliament, the Dragoons ſeruplid 


paying it, and the Officers ſent a Leiter to me on the Subject: 


This Letter I laid before the Attorney-General, and after be 
had conſidered the Cafe, his Opinion was, that the Juſtices 
of Peace had exceeded the Powers given them by AR- df 
Parliament ; that they were to appoint the Rates of neceſ- 
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ary Proviſions for the Soidiers and their Horſes, but not fo Aniiory;Geo. - 
1 to exceed the Allowance given by the Government, and II. 1740. 
expreſly limited by the vf y ARt itſeht g and that the Own- 
ers of Inns, and other Houſes: where folders ure appointed 
by Law to: be quartered. were obliged: co furniſh them wien 
neceſſary Proviſions ſor themſelves and Horſes,” at a lower 
Rate than what was allowed by Law. if the Jeftices ſhould 
zppoinc-it to be ſo, but that neither they could require, not 
the Juſtices appoint any higher Rates to be paid: and I muſt | 
ay, it is moſt reaſonable it ſhould be ſo; fora Soldier has at 
all Times ane certainguniform Pay from the Governmenty 
his Wages do not riſe and fall as other Peoples do, according 
to the Price of Proviſions, or the Demand for Workmen; 
bis Pay is always the fame, and the Allowance appointed 
by Law is the higheſt that Pay will admit of: He muſt be 
ſopported, and therefore, ia Times of Scareity, you muſt 
either augment the Pay of your Soldiers, or you muſt o- 
blige thote, where they are quartered, to furnifh them with 
neceſſary Proviſions at thoſe Rates, which their Pay will 
admit of, | fk £449 * 
gat I muſt take notice, Sir, that, beſore this Diſpute 
h1pperted, there had been one of much the ſame nature at 
Ledbury : There, the Owners of Inns, Alehouſes, and the 
like, even refuſed the Soldiers the Uſe of their Fires or U- 
tenſils to dreſs their Victuals: They would allow them no 
Small Beer to drink, nor ſo much as Salt-to their Pottage. 
A Soldier upon a March cannot carry a Kitchen, a Sack of 
Coals, and a Cag of Small Beer upon his Back; they muſt 
be allowed ſuch Things at the Places where they are quar. 
tered ; they thought they had a Right to inſiſt upon having 
tiem; and this had like to have bred a Tumult betwixt rhe 
tiviers and Townſmen. This Caſe was laid before the 
then Attorney-General, now Lord Chief Jaſtice Willes, and 
iz Opinion was, That the Owners of the Hoaſes, where 
he Soldiers were quartered, were obliged to allow them 
Diet and Small Beer at the Government's Allowance, or 
ever = a cheaper Rate, if the Juſtices of Peace ſhould order 
* to be ſo. | 

I do not myſelf, Sir, pretend to any great Knowledge 
of the Law, or to the Art of putting the proper Meaning 
upon the Words of an Act of Parliament ; bat upon theie 
wo Opinions, I think, I cannot be accuſed of paſſing a raſh 
Jodgment, if I ſay, that Soldiers have, by the Laws of this 
kingdom, a Right to infilt upon Diet and Small Beer for 
themſelves, and Hay and Straw for their Horſes, from the 
Owners of the Inns or Houſes where they are quartered ; 
ad, indeed, to me the Senſe of the Acts of Parliament 
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to refuſe Diet and Small Beer to the Soldiers quartered it 


_ 


6126) 


Ar made for this Purpoſe, In as clear as Words: can mike i 
1740. 


However, there are many Lawyers, it ſeems, Eſpecially in 
the Country, who think otherwiſe; and the People, depend 
ing upon their- Opinion, have now, in many Places, | 


their Houſes, ' I do not know but they may ſoon begin u 
refuſe a Soldier a Bed. They have, I think, as! good 4 


Right to refuſe the one as the other; for the Law ſays * 
they ſhall receive the Soldiers quartered upon thema II does 
not ſay, they ſhall furniſh them with Beds, no more than i c 
ſays, they ſhall furniſh them with Diet and Small Beer, Sefli 
Till now it has always been ſuppoſed, that by receiving wa new 
meant, to furniſh.:the Soldier with ſuch a Bed as he coul ject, 
lie on, and with necefiary Proviſions at ſuch a: Price as be poſſi 
could pay. But a different Interpretation is now pat nien 
this Word; and as the Doctors of the Law thus dier Arm 
among themſe;ves, the Juſtices of the Peace do not knoy have 
how to behave. If you do not put an End to the-Diſpute, incre 
by adding a few explanatory Words to the Law, which 500 trod. 
are now to revive, a Law Suit muſt, and is to be ben ry * 
Information, ſor terminating this Diſpute. Arm 
* This, Sir, will be attended with a great Expenoeto th accol 
Public, as well as to the Perſons that are to be ſued, which) porti 
Ichink, you ought to prevent, now you have ſo fair an Oy ſter. 
portunity. But what is much worſe than the Expence 3. diers 
tending a Law. Suit, if, upon the Event of a Law Suit, i a nec 
ſhould be found, that the Owners of Houſes where Soldien If we 
are quartered, are not by Law obliged to funiſh them with ſtanc 
Diet and Small Beer at the Government's : Allowance, or the 
with any thing e:ſe beſides Houſe-room, the Country Pev for 7 
ple, who naturally do not much like Soldiers, will take all ther, 
the Advantage they can of what is declared to be Law, and ligne 
this may occaſion a general Mutiny in your Army; for a lave 
the other hand, the Soldiers, Men who have got Arms in Tim 
their Hands, and who have been taught how to uſe them, than 
won't like to give up a Right, they think, they have a ju and 
Title to, and a Right which they have enjoyed for at leak Hou! 
threeſcore Years without Interruption. vided 
For preventing theſe Dangers, Sir, I have Faber up: ſuing 
Clauſe, as I thought I was, by the Duty of my Office, & ſary, 
bliged to do, which I ſhall beg leave to lay before you even 
Wnat ] propoſe is, that inftead of the uſual Clauſe for © eme 
bliging the Inn-keepers and others to receive the Soldien uoon 
billeted upon them, you ſhould inſert a Clauſe as follows e 
„Provided nevertheleſs, and it is hereby enacted, that te , 
Officers and Soldiers ſo quartered and billetted as — ct 
mall be received, and furniſhed with Diet and Small- Bun, 0 


by 


3 . | * * | | | 
dy the Owners of the Inns, Livery-Stables, Alehouſes, Vie- Anno 14, Geo. 
walling-Houſes, and other Houſes, in which they are al- II 1740. | 
lowed to be quartered and billeted by this Act; paying and LY WNg 
allewins for the ſame the ' ſeveral Rates berein after men- 
tioned, to be payable out of the Subfiftenct-Money for Diet and 


anall- Beer. 


Mr. Sandys. 


SIR, 


« It is an unfortunate State we are fallen into, that every gm. Sandys, 
Seſion of Parliament muſt be attended with new Laws, or Eſq; 
new Clauſes in old Laws, for oppreſſing the induſtrious Sub- 
jet, and endangering the Liberties of the Country. It is im- 
poſſible to levy high Duties upon the Neceſſaries or Conve- 
niences of Life, it is impoſſible to keep up numerous Standing. 
Armies, without ſuch Laws or ſuch Clauſes; and yet we 
have, for twenty Years, been contriving how to continue and 
increaſe both. The high Duties we groan under, were in- 
troduced for ſupporting a heavy and expenſive but neceſſa- 
ry War; but how the keeping up of a numerous Standing- 
Army in Time of Peace, was introduced, [ can no other way 
account for, than by ſuppoſing, that it was neceſſary for ſup- 
porting unpopular, deſtructive Meaſures, and a hated Mini- 
ter, I am ſurprized to hear the forcible Quartering of Sol- 
diers upon public or private Houſes inſiſted on, as if it were 
a neceſſary Mean for the Support of our Government. Sir, 
if we were to attend ſtrictiy to our Conſtitution, even as it 
ſtancs at preſent, we ought, in no Mutiny-Bill, to admit of 
the Quartering of Soldiers, even on Pub ic Houſes, except 
fora few Nights, in their March from one Garriſon to ano- 
ther, or for the firſt Night after they arrive at the Place de- 
ligned for their Reſidence, Tho' we now keep up, tho' we 
dave long kept up a great Number of Standing-Forces in 
Time of Peace, yet, properly ſpeaking, they are no more 
than is ſuppoſed to be neceſſary for Guards and Garriſons ; 
and accordingly the Reſolution annually agreed to in this 
Houſe is, That the Number of effeflive Men to be pro- 
vided for Guards and Garriſons in Great Britain, for the en- 
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pa ſuing Year, ſhall be ſuch a Number as is then thought neceſ- 

& ſary.” Before the Revolution we had Guards and Garriſons, 

00 even in Time of Peace; but before the Revolution, nor for 

r eme Years after, we had no Quartering of Soldiers, either 

ien von public or private Houſes, in Time of Peace, without 

Ws '< Conſent of the Owner. On the contrary, by an expreſs 

the , the latter End of King Charles IId's Reign, it was 

ad, | Cted, “ That no Officer, military or civil, or other 

- oon, Mall quarter or billet any Soldier upon any Inhabi- : 
7 | tant 


= ls. 


| (as) 
Ann934, Geo tant of this'Realm, without bis Conſent” which: Lam floo 


an 
IL 7. in force till _ End of 5 — oy Og * — 
Ala was made for quartering $.1Q Hou f th 
Before that 77 Sit, our. Guards. and Garxiſons, aun 
which, I mean all the Soldiers we had on Foet, even is pay { 
their marching from one Place to another, were - obli tiees 
quarter theſelyes as other Travellers do, in Houſes that were my 
willing to receive them; and when they came to any Gat. or me 
ſon or Place were they were to reſide, every Officer and in Pl; 
Soldier provided Quarters for himſelf; In which, I believe, « '] 
there was no Inconvenience found; for when Soldiers beliane pointe 
civilly, and are agreeable to the People, there will always be Office 
Houſes enough, either public or private, that will be glad u frlt ! 
receive them for what they are able to pay, unleſs there bez Rea ſo 
greater Number of them than the Place can conveniently not ag 
accommodate. From the Revolution to the Year 1692; we for a 
| had a ſort of Civil War amongſt ourſelves, for Ireland un provi 
not entirely reduc'd till the End of the Year g1 ; and as in not th 
arma ſilent leges, perhaps, during that Time, ſome Libertq ficer, a 
were taken with the Laws, in reſpect to Qu r or Bil wit hot 
leting of Soldiers. But in the Year 92, the domeltic Fran Year, 
quility of the three Kingdoms being re eſtabliſh'd, the Pu- upon a 
liament began to think of reſtoring theLaws to their prib- the P 
tine Force. However, as we were then engaged in a dan- have | 
gerous foreign War, and upon that Account obliged to keey were c 
a greater Number of Troops than uſual ; and as our Troops of lod 
were often obliged to march in great Bodies, either from ote pay ſo 
Place of the Kingdom to another, as Danger threatned, or Officer 
through the Kingdom in their way to Flanders, the Parl. quarte! 
ment ſaw it would be neceſſary to provide Quarters for then wh ov 
upon their March, in a different Manner from what bad be well as 
fore been allowed by Law; and therefore in the Mutiny- je&cd * 
Bill for the enſuing Year, which then firſt began to be en- Is reall 
titled, A Bill for puniſhing Officers and Soldiers who {hall of Par] 
mutiny or deſert their Majeſties Service, and for puniſhuog 2 regu 
falſe Muſters, and for the Payment of Quarters, the Claule proceec 
for quartering Soldiers in Public-Houſes, without Conſent WW (jen, - 
of the Owner, was introduced, and has ever ſince remained being | 
in all the Mutiny-Bills paſſed, to this very Day; fora fa Lodgin 
vourite Power once granted to the Crown, is ſeldom recover for the 
ed by the Subject, without ſome remarkable Revolutions i Were a 
our Govenment. to inſiſt 
But by this Clauſe, as the Act then ſtood, it was nat i- lic.-Hol 
tended, that Soldiers ſhould be quarter'd or billeted in de even in 
Places appointed for their Reſidence, even indeed upon Pub the W. 
lie-Houies, without the Conſent of the Owner. At lealt it I purpoſe 
was not intended, they ſhould be ſo quarter'd for apy _ Vol 
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than the felt, Night after cheir, Arrival. Thie His Fur ths e | 
Intention. of the Act, is, 1hiok, plain, from the next Clauſe I. 24%. / 
WO WW. 


of the Act, whereby it is enaRed,. ** That Officers and 'Sol- 
ders billerted, as direQed by the preceding Clauſe, fall 
pay ſuch reaſonable Prices as an be appointed by the Jaſ- 
tices of Peace in their Quarter Seffions ; and the 2 


ate thereby required to ſet Rates for Proviſions, for one 


or more Nights in their Marching, and the firſt Night only 
in Places appointed for their Reſidence. 

« This, I chink, Sir, plainly ſhews, that, in Places ap- 
pointed for the Reſidence of Soldiers for any Time, neither 
Officer nor Soldier was to be quarter'd for more than the 
firlt Night, _ any Houſe, public or private ; and the 
Reaſon is evident, becauſe, being then ſettled, if they could 
not agree with their Landlords, where they were filt Jodg'd, 
for a Continuance, they might next Day lool out for, and 
provide new. Lodgings or Quarters for themſelves. It was 


not then intended to give any Soldier, and much leſs an Of- 
fcer, a Right to lodge in the beſt Room of an Inn or Alehouſe, 


without paying any Thing for it, and that, perhaps, for a 
Year, or for ſeveral Years together. Even when they were 
upon a March, or for the firſt Night after their Arrival at 
the Place appointed for their Refidence, they were not to 
have their Lodging abſolutely free; becauſe the Juſtices 
were den, to have a Regard to the Expence and T'rouble 
of lodging them, when they ſettled the Rates they were to 
pay for Proviſions. . The modern Practice of giving every 
Officer and Soldier a free Lodging in the Houſe where he 1s 
quarter'd, whether he ſpends any of his Money there or no, 
and even in the Place where he is appointed to reſide, as 
well as when he is upon a March, would then have been re- 
jeacd with great Contempt, if it had been propoſed; for it 
is really laying a Tax upon the Subject, without the Conſent 
of Parliament, at leaſt without any ſuch Conſent obtained in 
2 regular Manner, and according to the uſual Methods of 
proceeding in Parliament, when the Subjects, or any Part of 
them, are to be loaded with a new Tax. But, a Foundation 
being thus laid for obliging our Public-Houſes to give free 
Lodging to the Soldiers for a few Nights in their March, and 
for the firſt Night after their Arrival at the Place where they 
were appointed to reſide, a Pretence was from thence taken 
to infilt. that Soldiers were always to be a Load upon our Pub- 
lic-Houſes, and to be entitled to have always a free Lodging 
even in the Places appointed for their Reſidence. Perhaps 
the Words of this firſt Law were left a little doubtful, on 
purpoſe to draw this. Inference from them; but this was not 

Vor. VII. : 8 enough 
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ano, Geo. Enough 3 for, in order to give Soldiers a leſs doubtful Tie y 


11. 17 


40. this tree Lodging for ever, the Words of the Law were af. 


. terwards alter'd, and the Juſtices were required to ſet and 


' appoint ſuch reaſonable Roles for all neceſſary | "Proviſions 
for ſuch Officers and Soldiers, for one or more Nights in 
the ſeveral Places which they ſhall come. to in their March, 
or Which ſhall be appointed for their Reſidence and Quar. 
ters. * | 1 
Thus, Sir, you ſee what an encroaching thing an Army 
is, and I wiſh it did not encroach upon us in any more dan. 
gerous Reſpect. This of free-Lodging for Soldiers is noy 


- 


become a continual and ſettled Tax upon the Public- Houſes, 


iu all Places where Soldiers are uſually appointed to refide. 
Every ſuch Houſe has generally one Soldier at leaſt quarter 
upon it; and if the Landlord does not give his Gueſt ſuch z 
Lodging as pleaſes him, he muſt pay him ſuch a Sum week: 
ly as he ſhall demand, for his furniſhing himſelf with a Lodg. 
ing. Here in Weſimiuſter it is by Cuſtom ſettled at 9d. 
Week, that, is 39s. per Annum, for a common Soldier ; and 


conſequently the Officers, if they ſhould inſiſt on it, might! 


ſurely demand a great deal more. Is not this, Sir, taxing 
the Subject? Is it not increaſing the Pay of the Soldier, 
without any proper legal Authority for either? This Tax, 
Sir, 15 the more grievous, becauſe of its being raiſed upon 
Part of the People only; and it is the more dangerous, be- 
cauſe a Miniſter may raiſe it in what Places, and in what 
Proportions he pleaſes, and conſequently may make it 
Handle for oppreſſing thoſe Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, 
that do not ſend him up ſuch Members to this Houſe, z 
he ſhall pleaſe to direct. But this Handle is not, it ſeems, 
ſufficient, therefore ſome new Strength muſt be added to 
it; and for this, a Pretence is taken from ſome_Clauſes in 
our late Mutiny-Acts, which, I think, can admit of no ſuch 
Meaning. The Inn-keeper, or Victualler, muſt now, it i 
ſaid, furniſh the Soldiers quarter'd upon him, not only with 
Lodging, but alſo with Board, both according to the Liking 
ef the Soldier, and yet he is to have no more for both thana 
Groata Day. In Times of Plenty, the Soldier will furniſh 
himſelf, becauſe he can, perhaps, do it at 2d. a Day, but it 
Times of Scarcity, he will oblige his Landlord to furnif 
him, becauſe he cannot do it perhaps under 8d. a Day. b 
this juſt, Sir? Is it equitable? Is it p. ſible to ſuppo'e that 
an Act of Parliament ſhould eſtsbiiſh ,uch Impoſſition? 
I do not know, Sir, nor do I much regard, what Opini 
on the Lawyers may have given; ecau e they generally 
give their Opinion accoid.ng as the Cale is llated to — 
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and therefore, when the Caſe is falſely ſlated, their Opinions Anno 14,Geo 
muſt be wrong. This ſeems to be the Caſe at preſent. The 11-1740. . 
Queſtion is, not, what an Inn-keeper or Victualler may de- y 2 
mand, if he does furniſh the Soldier, quarter d upon him, with | 
Proviſions ; for it is plain he cannot recover more than a 
Groat a Day 3 becauſe the Pay-maſter can ſtop no more of a 
Soldier's Pay on that Account; and how the Victualler can. 
otherwiſe recover it, I believe, no Lawyer, or eyen a Con- 
jurer can tell, The only Queſtion therefore is, whether an 
lan-keeper or Victualler be obliged to furniſh the Soldiers 
quartered upon them with Proviſions; and this, I think, ad- 
mits of as little Doubt as the other. He certainly is not 
obliged to do ſo, by any expreſs Words in the Mutiny-Bill 
paſſed laſt Year. By a Clauſe in that Bill, as well as many 
former, the Inn-keeper is obliged to receive the Soldiers 
quarter'd upon him : He muſt let them into his Houſe : He 
mult not ſhut his Doors againſt them : But this is all he is 
obliged to do by that Law : Even his furniſhing them with 
Beds is by that Law left, as it ſhould be, depending upon his 
Courteſy ; and hitherto it has produced no Diſpute, nor have 
the Soldiers been left unaccommodated, except in a few very 
extraordinary Caſes, which can afford no Foundation for any 
Alteration in the Law. | 
Both the Inſtances that have been mention'd, are of 
this Kind, The Diſpute of Wakefield I am far from being 
ſurprized at; I am ſurprized, Sir, there were not ſuch Diſ- 
pues laſt Winter all over the whole Kingdom, It was cruel 
to oblige Inn-keepers to furniſh Hay and Straw to the Sol- 
dier; Horſe, at the Rate of 6d, per diem, when Hay and 
Straw bore ſuch monſtrous Prices; nay when their own 
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Soldier? Suppoſe he allow'd 8d. for his Horſe, he had 4d. 
2 Day for himſeif; and with that, or with the worſe Fare 
for himſelf, he ſhould have been content ; eſpecially as he 
knew the Scarcity of Fodder could not be of a very long Con- 
tinuance. | 
The Affair at Ledbury too, Sir, was a Caſe of a very ex- 
tnordinary Nature. The People there did not like at that 
Time to have any Soldiers among them,.or at leaſt not ſo 
many of them; becauſe they thought themſelves oppreſſcd, 
and knew that the Soldiers were ſent there, to prevent their 
aking their own Way for freeing themſelves from that Op- 
Prefion, I do not ſay it was wrong to ſend Soldiers there 
+ es 


Cattle were perhaps dying for Want. he Juſtices were in {ns 
be right to allow 8d. Can it be ſaid, that a Trooper or gb 
Dagoon could not afford 8d. for his Horſe at a Time when v1 
ere was ſuch a Scarcity of all Sorts of Fodder ? Why may 1 
s Trooper or Dragoon live upon 4d. as well as a Foot ; if 
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Anno 1% Gep or to ſend ſuch a Number SN! becauſe whether the f 
ple were oppreſſed or no, they bad takena very wrong Me. 
mod to free themſelves from that Oppreſſion. They lad 

choſen a riotous and tumultuous Way of doing it; and a 
Gentleman in the Neighbourhood, who had acte | 

a bold and worthy Magiftrate, had not only been inſulted by 

the Mob, but was in danger of being murder'd by them, 

The People in that Neighbourhood had behaved in a mol 

riotous and obſtinate Manner upon that Occafion ; but ſurely 

the Obſtinacy of the People in a particular Corner, and ypoy 


a particular Occaſion, is not to he pleaded as a Reaſon far 


oppreſſing the whole Kingdom. 
© The few Diſputes that have happen'd, Sir, in ſuch a long 
Courſe of Years, between. the Soldiers and the People where 
they are quarter'd is a much ſtronger Reaſon for continuing 
the Law as it is. The Harmony between the Soldiers and the 
People may hitherto be ſaid to have been general: But do 
not let us depend, Sir, upon the Continuance of this Har. 
. mony, if we ſhould begin to keep up a greater Number of 
Troops, or even if we ſhould continue to keep up the ſame 
Number for many Years to come. The People mult al. 
ways ſuffer many Hardſhips by the Quartering of Soldiers, 
and theſe Hardſhips muſt increaſe or diminiſh in Proportion 
as we increaſe or diminiſh our Standing-Army. The Peo. 
ple have for many Years expected a Diminution of our Ar. 
my, and conſequently a Diminution of the Hardſhips they 
ſuffer from thence. They have every Year hoped it would 
be the laſt, and that the next Year will put an End to mot 
of the Hardſhips they ſuftered on Account of our Army. 
However ſharp ſighted our Miniſters and Parliament Men 
have been, in fecuring thoſe Dangers which have all along 
been pretended as a Reaſon for keeping up ſuch a numerous 
Standing. Army, the People could perceive none of theſe Dan- 
gers, or at leaſt they ſuppoſed, that ſuch tremendous Proſpedt 
P would not regularly preſent themſelves to View every ſuc- 
ceeding Winter, and this confirmed them in their annual 
Hopes that next Seſſion of Parliament would reduce the Ar. 
my, and that our Regular Troops would at latt come really 
to be what they every Year are ſuppoſed to be by Parli- 
ment, nothing but Guards and Garriſens, which would of 
courſe free all thoſe who do not live in the Purlieus of a Gar: 
riſon, or the Sunſhine of a Court, from the Burden of qua- 
tering of Soldiers, 
But, Sir, the People have been ſo long diſappointed in 
theſe Ex pectations, that it is to be feared, they will ſoon grow 
deſperate. They will deſpair of ever ſeeing themſelves . 


lieved from the Hardſhips they groan under, with reſpect N 
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be Army. The Suſpicion will become general, that ſuch a Anno 14, Geo. - Þþ 


numerous Army is not kept up to protect us againſt foreign 
Dangers, or becauſe it is neceſſary for the juſt Ends of Go- 
yernment, but becauſe it is neceſſary for . and en- 
forcing the weak or oppreſſive Meaſures of an Admniſtra- 
tion, In this Caſe, every Corner of the Kingdom will be- 
come a Ledbury. The Soldiers will become every where 
hateful to the People, and the People will become deſpicable 
in the Eyes of the Soldiers. There will then be no Courte- 
fy, no Harmony between the Soldiers and the Perſons, upon 
whom they are quartered. The latter will furniſh nothing 
to their unwelcome Gueſts, but what they are in the Ks 
Strictneſs of Law obliged to furniſh ; and every Soldier will 
exact with the atmolt Rigour whatever he thinks himſelf 
entitled to by Law. This will 'of courſe occaſion many 
Broils between the People and the Soldiers, and may at laſt 
occaſion an Inſurection; which will probably end in a total 
Reduction of the Army, or in the Eſtabliſhment of a military 
Government. | 

This Conſequence, I ſay, Sir, is to be apprehended even 
from the Army you have now on Foot, and from the Laws 
you have now in Force, with regard to the Quartering of 
Soldiers; but if by new Laws you increaſe the Demands of 
the Soldier upon his Quarters, and at the ſame Time oblige 
the Perſons upon whom he is Quartered to anſwer thoſe De- 
mands, the Approach of this fatal Conſequence will be ac- 
celerated: I fay, Sir, if by any new Law you increaſe the 
Demands of the Soldier: For whatever Gentlemen may think, 
the Soldier's Demands upon his Quarters will be very much 


increaſed by what is now propoſed. At preſent he does not 


think, that his Landlord is obliged to furniſh him with Diet 
and Small-Beer at the Rate of a Groat a Day, the Soldier 
vill infiſt upon much better Proviſions, and perhaps a greater 
Quantity too, than what he now chearfully accepts of. The 
immediate Conſequence of this will be, that a great many of 
our Inn-keepers and other Public-Houſes will give over 
tnat Buſineſs, and betake themſelves to ſome other way of 
Living. This will increaſe the Burden upon thoſe that con- 
tous in the Buſineſs, which will foon make many of them 
follow the ſame Courſe; ſo that at laſt you may not have, in 
many Places, a ſufficient Number cf Public-Houſes, for re- 
ging a Party of Soldiers upon their March ; and the Con- 

quence of this is, that they muſt either lie in the Fields, or 
de quartered upon private Houſes, The. former they would 
not ſubmit to; the latter I dread to think of, and therefore 1 
a againſt the Clauſe propoſed.” 
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bir William Yoogr, 5 
81, * x yu 
When I opened this Affair to you, and gave my Reaſon 


for the Clauſe, I took the Liberty to offer, I told you, that 


the Caſe had been Jately rendered doubtful, by ſome Peoples | 


refuſing to furniſh the Soldiers, quartered upon them, with 
Diet and Small Beer, or, indeed, with any Thing elſe ; and 
that upon this a Law-ſuit was intended to be commenced, in 
order to have this Queſtion determined. If there had been 
any expreſs Words in the Law for obliging Inn-keepers and 


others to furniſh the Soldiers, quartered upon them, with 


Diet and Small- Beer, at the Rate of a Groat a Day, no ſuch 
Doubt could ever have ariſen, no Man would have been ſo 
mad as to have refuſed it, when the expreſs Words of the Law 
appeared againſt him, nor would there have been any Neceſ. 
fity to have troubled you with a new Clauſe upon this Occa- 
fion. But will the Honourable Gentleman ſay, that no- 


thing is ever comprehended within the Meaning, and Inten. | 


tion of a Law, tho” not declared in expreſs Words? This is 


the very Caſe now before us: The Queſtion that has ariſen, 
is not upon the expreſs Words, but upon the Meaning and 
Intention of the Law; and if there was ever any Obligation 
created or eſtabliſhed by Inference from the Meaning and 
Intention of a Law, I think, there is, from the Meaning and 
Intention of this Law, a plain Obligation laid upon I . — 
ers and others, to furniſh the Soldiers quartered upon them, 
with a convenient Lodging, at leaſt with as convenient a 
Lodging as they can afford, and with neceſſary Proviſions, 
that is to ſay, Diet and Small- Beer, at ſuch a Rate as ſhall be 
appointed by the Juſtices, not exceeding a Groat a Day, 
This, Sir, is my Opinion, and in this Opinion I am 
ſupported, not only by the Opinion of ſeveral eminent Law- 
yers, but alſo by as plain- Inferences as were ever in this 
World drawn from any Law. This, I think, will appear 
evident, if we will but ſeriouſly conſider the two Clauſes, in 
the laſt Mutiny AQ, which relate to this Queſtion. The 
tirſt ſays, «© That Soldiers quartered as aforeſaid, ſhall be re- 
ceived by the Owners of Inns, and other Houſes, in which 
they are allowed to be quartered by that Act; and ſhall pay 


ſuch reaſonable Prices as ſhall be appointed from Time to 


Time by the Juſtices:” And then by the ſame Clauſe, the 
Juſtices are empowered and required to ſet and appoint rea- 
ſonable Rates for all neceffary Proviſions for ſuch Soldiers, 
Now, Sir, if the Law did not intend to oblige the Inn keep- 
er to furniſh the Soldiers with neceſſary Proviſions, for what 
End was the Juſtice obliged to interfere ? If the Inn-keeper 
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was to 2 
he would not certainly agree, unleſs the Soldier on his Part 
agreed to pay him ſuch Prices as he inſiſted on; and, if they 
two agreed together, what had the Juſtice to do in the Affair, 
or why ſhould the Law oblige him to interpoſe? Nay, his 
Jnterpoſition would fignify nothing; for if the Inn-keeper 
agreed to take leſs than the Rate appointed by the Juſtices, 
they could not prevent his taking leſs; and, if the Soldier 
agreed to pay more, they could not prevent his paying it. 
Therefore, from the Law's requiring the Juſtices to inter- 
poſe, I think, it is evident, that it meant to oblige the Inn- 
keeper to furniſh the Soldiers quartered upon him with 
neceſſary Proviſions ; becauſe, otherwiſe, the greateſt Part 
of this Clauſe would be-moſt impertinent and uſeleſs. 

The other Clauſe, Sir, which relates to this Queſtion, is 
that which is intended for ſecuring the Inn-keeper's Pay- 
ment; and here I muſt obſerve, that one of the chief De- 


gree to furniſh the Soldier with neceſſary Proviſions, Arno 14, Geo, + 


II 


17 a 


5 
- 


figns of this Law, as appears from the very Title, is to pro- 


vide effectually for paying the Quarters of the Army; and 
how does it provide? By enadting. That the Pay-maſter, 
when he receives tht Soldiers Pay, ſhall give Notice to all 


Inn-keepers and others to bring in their Accounts; and that 


he ſhall accept of, and immediately pay thoſe Accounts, be- 
fore any Part of the Subſiſtance be diliributed to the Soldiers; 
but with this Proviſo, that ſuch Accounts ſhall not exceed 4d. 
per Diem for a Foot Soldier's Diet and Small-Beer. Can 
we ſuppole that a Law chiefly intended for ſecuring the Pay- 
ment of the Army's Quarters, would have had ſuch a Pro- 
viſo, if it had intended, either that the Inn-keeper ſhould 
have Liberty to charge more, or that the Juſtices ſhould 
have a Power to appoint a higher Rate for that Article. To 
ſuppoſe ſo is, I think, ſuppoſing the Law. makers to have been 
guilty of a very great Abſurdity. But the contrary is, in my 
Opinjon, very evident. They wiſely conſidered the utmoſt 
a Soldier could allow for Diet and Small Beer; and they re- 
rained both the Inn-keeper and Juſtice from exceeding that 
dum. The Inn-keeper muſt therefore take care to provide 
ſuch Diet and Small-Beer for his Scldier, as may be afforded 
for that Price; and this the Soldier mult be ſatisfied with, 
becauſe he can pay for no better. | 5 

Thus, Sir, as to the Queition's being without any Doubt, 
| agree with the Honourable Gentleman that ſpoke ag; 
and yet, he and I differ very widely in our Opinion. He 
thinks it is the Negative Side of the Queſtion that is certain 
and without any Doubt, and I think, it is the Affirmative. 
[ think, that by a plain Inference from, tho* not by any ex- 
preſs Words in the Law, the Inn-keeper is certainly obli- 
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18 gd to ſurniſh the Soldier quartered upon him wich Die Wi 
1745. Sina 
from the Words, nor the Meaning of the Law, the Tan, 


II Beer, at 4 Groata Day; and he thinks that, neithet 


er can be obliged to furniſh the Soldier with Diet and Schaft 
Beer, at that or any other Price, but that if he does furnih 
him, he can recover no more than a Groat a Day. IA 


not therefore {ay it is a Doubt, becauſe that Word ſeeing 5 


Clauſe I have offered neceſſary ; and as we have how th 
Op ortunity before us, I think we ought to dererminet 


6Fend, but it is a Difference in Opinion, that makes 5 


the Public and to the private Perſons that may be content. 
ed. As we are now appriſed of this Difference in Opinion, 
about the Meaning of ſome of the Clauſes in the former Law, 
I think, it would be a Neglect of Duty in us to revive that 


Law, without determining that Difference; for, I am fare, 


we ought not, knowingly, to make a Law that muſt create 


Law-fuit ; and there is nothing more apt to occaſion Diſputes, 


and even Broils between the Soldiers and the People upon 
whom they are quartered, than their differing in Opyniod 
about their reſpective Rights. "Wo: by” 46 
I am ſo well cotvinced, Sir, of the Inconveniences and 
Dangers that may enſue from leaving this Difference in Opi- 
nion ſubfiſting, that I ſhould rather chuſe to have it expreſ 
declared, that Inn-keepers ſhall not be obliged to furniſh the 
Soldiers quartered upon them with Diet and Small-Beer, 
than to have it remain in the Uncertainty it is at preſent, 
But if you ſhould determine the Queſtion in this Way, I an 
perſuaded no Inn-keeper, Victualer, or other Perſon, apon 
whom Soldiers are uſually quartered, would furniſh them with 
Provifions at the Rates which they are able to pay, The 
appointing a certain Rate for Proviſions would in that Caſe 
ſignify nothing; becauſe if the Inn-keeper did not like the 
Rate appointed by the Juſtices, he would furniſh no Provi 
ſions: The Soldier muſt provide for - himſelf ; and this 
might be rendered impoſſible by a Combination among the 
Tradeſmen and Inhabitants of a Country Town ; which 
Combination would, very probably, be entered into in all 
Country Towns and even in Cities, that do not like to 
have any Soldiers among them. There is, therefore, I thiak, 
a Neceſlity for obliging ſome Sort of People or other to fur 
niſh the Soldiers with neceſſary Proviſions ; and none art 
ſo proper to be laid under this Obligation as Perſons upon 
Whom they are quarter'd. 
Then, Sir, with regard to what the Soldier is to pay fa 
Diet and Small-Beer, you may fettle it at what you will, or 
not ſettle at all if you pleaſe ; but I am very ſure, a Soldier 
1 


Difference, and prevent the Expence of a Law ſuit, both b 
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cannot pay Abgve a Groat a, Day for Diet and Small- Beer, Anno 14, 6 
* Money actually paid him by. the Go. I. 4% 
yernment,. never, qr hut very ſeldom, exceed that Sum : Aa WY 
common Soldier has, indeed, Six - pence a Day allow'd him; 
but then, the Deduction made for Cloathing, for Srockings, 
Shoes, Sbaving, and other Jocidents, reduce his Pay to very 
little above a Groat a Day for his Subſiſtaner. This; there- 
fore, is the higheſt he can give for Diet and Small Beer; 
and as a Houſe-keeper may always provide for a ſingle Man, 
lodged in his Houle, at a cheaper Rate than ſuch ſingle Man 
can provide for himſelf, I am convinced, there is not, at pre- 
ſent, a Place in England, where a Houſekeeper may vat 
furniſh a Soldier, lodged in his Houſe, with Diet and-$mall- 
Beer, at leſs than a Groat a Day. In Times of Scarcity, tis 
true, it may be difficult to farniſh him with Diet and Small- 
Beer, at a Groat a Day; but, at ſuch Times, tte Soldier 
mult take up with worſe Fare; and, as they very ſeldom , 
happen, they cannot be made a Foundation for any eftabliſh- 
ed Regulation. A Famine may, indeed, ariſe in the Land: 
Such a Scarcity, of Proviſions of all Kinds may happen, as to 
render it impoflib'e for a Soldier to ſubſiſt upon a Groat a 
Day ; but if any ſuch Calamity ſhould happen in the Coun- 
try, and ſhould continue for any Time, it would be abſolute. 

ly neceſſary for the Government, to make a temporary Ad- 
dition to the Soldiers Pay; for it is not to be expected, that 
a Body of Men, with Arms in their Hands, will allow theme 
ſelves to ſiarve, You muſt enable them to purchaſe a Sub- 
ſitance: If you do not, they will take it by Force. You 
muſt provide for them by Law; if you do not, they will pro- 
vide for themſelves againſt Law. If you oblige the Own- 
ers of Houſes, where Soldiers are quarter'd, tv furniſh them 
with Diet and Small Beer at a Groat a Day, it may, in a 
Time of Scarcity, in ſome Places, be a Loſs to the Owners 
of ſuch Houſes ; but that Loſs, I hope, will never be gene- 
ral, or of any long Continuance, and conſequently can never 
be ſo great as to come within the Notice of the- Law, for de 
minimis non curat Lex. AS / 1 1 

I ſhall grant, Sir, that, if ſuch a Scarcity as this were to be 
of any long Continuance, and no Additional - Pay given to 
the Soldiers, in order to enable and oblige them to make an 
additional Allowance to their Landlords for Diet and Small- 
Beer, it would force many of gur Public-Houſes to give over 
their Buſineſs, becauſe the Loſs they had ſaſtain d wou d diſ- 
able them from continuing it; but an Inn-keeper, Alehouſe- 
keeper, or Victualler's being at a ſmall Loſs for a Week or 
two in a Year, or for a Month or two in ſeven, by being 
obliged to furniſh the Soldiers quarter d upon them with 
Vox VII. T Diet 
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Anno 14, Geo Diet and Small- Beer, will never force bim to f tis 
Une Bufineſs, even tho” our Army were much more” hutticiow 
| than it is; nor will his beivg ſo obliged,” otcalion' Jy 
Broils between him and the Soldiers; becauſe; if they ſhould 
not reſt ſatisfied. with ſueh Fare #5 he may afford them for f 
SGroat à Day, and ſhould on that Account be uncivil, and 
troubleſome in their Quarters, he may have an eaſy: Remedy, 
without any ace, 0p by complaining to the commanding 
Officer, who muſt, in order to recommend himfelf to the 
Government, be always ready to hear ſuch Complaints, ad 

to give Redreſs, by puniſhing the Soldier when he deſerves 
it. f $4: 439% 6 Sas ,D ti: DRL St / 
From this Conſideration it is, Sir, that if any Thing is, 
by Law, to be leſt to Courteſy and Civility, it ooght, I'thihk, 
to be left to the Courte'y and Civility of the Soldier rather 
than his Landlord ; becauſe the former may, by martial Law, 
be puniſhed for Want of Courteſy or Civility, but 1 know 
no Law by which the latter can; and, from 'Experience we 
find, we have leſs Reaſon to accuſe Soldiers of Want of Givi, 
lity, than we have to accuſe their Landlords ; which'may 
be owing to this very Reaſon, that the Officers are always at | 
band, and have a Power to-puniſh Soldiers for any rude Be. 
Haviour in their Quarters, whereas, the Perſons upon han 
they are quarter'd, are liable to no ſuch Check, In the Al. 
fair at Wakefield, if it had not been for a moſt ſeaſonable 
and prudent Interpoſition of the commanding Officer, i mol 
dangerous Tumult might have enſued ; for the 'Tewnſmen 
had exaſperated the Soldiers to ſuch a Degree, that it vu 
with the utmoſt Difficulty the commanding Officer prevented 
their coming to Blows; and if he had not had 4 great 
deal of Prudence, as well as great Authority, over the Men 
under his Command, he could not have reſtrained them from 
revenging themſelves upon ſome of thoſe Perſons that had 
uſed them ſo ill. I ſhall, therefore, never be afraid of put 
ting it in the Power of Soldiers to demand from their Land. 
lords what is neceſſary for their Subfiltance, at ſuch Prices a1 
they can afford to pay; but I am extremely afraid of putt 
It in the Power of thoſe Perſons, upon whom Soldiers are 
quarter'd, to make it impoſſible for them to ſubſiſt ; 'which 
will, I think, be the Caſe, if you do not agree to ſome ſuch 

1 Regulation as I have propoſ em. 

| « The Honourable Gentleman ſays, the Caſes that have 
been mentioned are of an extraordinary Nature, and ought 
not, therefore, to be made a Foundation tor altering the Lav. | 
Bir, the Caſe of Wakefield, and the Caſe of Ledbury; am 
not the only two Caſes that might be mention'd: In many 
other Places, as well as there, the Inn-Keepers, and Ale 
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kouſs Ibepers hive refuſed ro furniſh the Soldiers with Diet Ange 7g. 


ind Small- Beer, or with Fire, and the neceſlary Utenſils for 
dreſſing thei? own Provifions;* and now the Queltian is 
fatted, I mu ke no Doubt, bat that, in a ſhort Time, the Solgi- 
ers will meet with the fame Refuſal in every Corner of the 
three Kingdoms. It was neyer queſtioned, till very lately, 
but that an Inn- Keeper or ViQualler was Kues £0 furniſh 
the Soldiers quartered ug6n him with Diet and Small. Beer, 
at ſuch Rates as the Juſtices ſhould appoint; not reading & 
Groat a Day; but of late they have been by fome Lawyer 
adviſed; that they are not'obliged by Law to do ſo; and 
therelore we may expect, that, from henceforth, none of 
them will furniſh the Soldiers quartered on them with Diet 
or Small- Beer, or with Firing, Salt, or any Kuchen-Utenſils 
for dreſſing the Proviſions they buy for themfelyes, wbich, 
in my Opinion, will make it impoſſible for the Soldiers to 
ſubſilt, eſpecially” when they are upon a March from one Part 
of the Kingdom to another; and the neceſſary Conſequence 
of this will, I think, be a Mutiny in the Army; which ! 
dread much more than any Danger that can ariſe. from oblig- 
ing [nn-Keepers and others, to furniſh the Soldiers quarteced 
upon them with Diet and Small-Beer, at ſuch reaſonable 
Rates as the Juſtices ſhall appoint, not exceeding a Groat a 
Day. <>" + nf KY: TIES | 
1 ſhall admit, Sir, that it is a little unequal, and will be a 
ſort of Hardſhip upon the Owners of Public-Houſes, to o- 
blige them to furniſh Soldiers with Diet and Small- Beer at 
a Groat a Day, when Proviſions are dear; and yet to leave 
itin the Power of the Soldier to furniſh himſelf, or in the 
Power of the Juſtices to make the Owners of ſuch Houſes 
ke leſs, when Proviſions are cheap; this, I ſay, I ſhall 
2emit to be a Hardſhip, becauſe in Time of Plenty the 
Owners of ſuch Houſes can haye no Opportunity to repair 
the Loſs they ſuffered in Times of Scarcity. Bur, Sir, it is 
a Hardſhip arifing from public Neceſſity, and mult therefore 
be ſubmitted to. Is not the Quartering of Soldiers a Hard- 
thip as well as this? And yet no Scruple has ever been 
made to ſubje& the Owners of Public-Houſes peculiarly to 
this Hardſhip. It is a Jefs Hardſhip upon them, than it 
would be upon any other Part of the People; and as their 
Buſineſs is more profitable and eaſy, than moſt other ſorts 
of Employments, which People of an inferior Degree uſu- 
ally betake' themſelves to, the Parliament wiſely, and, [ 
think, juſtly too, reſolved, that they alone ſhould bear this 
Burden, as often as public Neceſſity ſhould require. The 
Inequality, therefore, of this Burden or Tax, it you pleaſe 
to call it fo, is not to be complained of; and if the Quar- 
T 2 tering 
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Mr. Harley. 
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influencing Elections, I make no, Hod be 
chat as fivuld dos bear Complaint of 3t in this 
and upon that Complaint I as little doubt, that the, Author 
of ſuch Oppreſſion would meet with condign Pupiſhmeny, 
Thus, Sir, as 1 ſee no Dangers that can accrue from the 
Clauſe I have offered; as [ apprehend many Inconveniency, 
and even Dangers too, from the Law's being leſt ag. it in, 
I muſt {fill hope to ſee what I have taken the Aiberty.tq 
offer, or ſome Clauſe to the ſame Effect, made a Part ef the 
Bill now under your Conſideration.” 7 % nd 
Mr. Harley. u. IL n 
S1R, | | 8818 a nuch 
The Obſcurity and Uncertainty of the Law 'now under 
our Conſideration, proceeds from a very natural Cauſe, 8 
Cauſe which renders all Laws obſcure, that are intended, by 
the Promoters to encroach upon the Rights, Liberties, and 
Privileges of the People. By the Laws of England, :ever 
fince we had ſuch a Thing as an eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, a 
Man's Houſe is .ckoned his Caſtle ; no Stranger, no givil 
Officer is to enter into it without his Conſent, unleſs he has 
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committed, or is ſuſpected to have committed ſome Crime, « Th 
This was the Privilege which every Engliſhman amtiently ooly, h 
enjoyed; but Taxes and Standing-Armies have nom de- berty © 
rived moſt of the Subjects of England of this vauable only, tl 
Priilege; and in all Nr have been made for this in their 
Purpole, we may obſerve an Obſcurity, which by Degrees | ed 
4 cleared up. At firſt the Promoters and Con- — 
trivers were cautious, leſt the Friends of Liberty ſhould per. the Cla 
ceive the Extent of their Deſign, and in the Bills they pro- dier uf 
poſed, they expreſſed themſelves obſcurely, that afterwards, er, was 
in the Execution, they might by Interpretation extend the if itha 
Efficacy of the Law: This raiſed Doubts and Diſputes, and deceſſat 
theſe have generally been cleared up by new or more exten- have a | 
ſive Encroachments upon the Liberties of the People, their R 
* Theſe gradual Encroachments, Sir, are, in no Caſe, more then ce 
apparent than in what relates to the Laws now under our jecdors 
Conſideration. When this Project of quartering Soldien ode or 
upon Public. Houſes without the Conſent of the Owners, wat only aft 
firſt thought of, it would have ſounded very haxſh in tbe dence ; 
Ears of an Evgliſhman, to have ſeen a Clauſe. inſerted, for reſolvec 
compelling the Owners, even of ſuch Houſes, to receive bred, th 
ſuch Gueſts, whether they would or no. The Projeton lened it 
were therefore obliged to content themſelves with 4 Clauſe in, as i 


for giving Liberty, not a Power, to Conſtables and chief 
| Magiſtrates 
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aid they defired this Liberty only for Soldiers upon 


ind ſor the firſt: Night of their Arrwal in the Places ap- 
pointed for their Reſidence. They were forced to ſuppdle; 
that the Owners of ſuch Houſes would williugly receive 
ſuch Soldiers as were quartered upon them by the Civil Mia. 
gitrace, but this Buppoſition they ook care not to have 
expref{:d/ in the Law, it would then have plainly appeared, 
that there was only a Liberty, which was all they then 
kemed to-aſk, granted to the Civil Magiſtrate, to quarter” or 
billet. Soldiers upon Public Houſes, but that he bad no Power 
o compel ſuch! Houſes to receive them. This was to be left 
0 Cuſtom, becauſe they knew, that few private Men would 
like to diſpute the Power of their Magiſtrates; and if any 
ſuch Diſputes ſhould ariſe, the ProjeQors truſted to their be 
ing able to get it explained in their Favour, by ſome new 
Clauſe. Accordingly; Sir, when the Diſpute or Queſtion 
was ſtarted, whether the Owner of à :Public-Houſe was o- 
d:iged to receive the Soldiers quartered upon him by the 
Civil Magiſtrate, they at laſt got that Clauſe inſerted, which 
has fance ſtood in all Mutiny Bills, whereby it is enacted, 
« That the Owners of ſuch Houſes ſhall receive the Soldiers 
þ quartered upon them.“ | „unde 

« Thus, Sir, that which was at firſt defired as a Liberty 
doly, has fince been converted into a Power; and that Li- 
berty or Power which was at firſt deſired to be temporary 
only, that is to ſay, to quarter Soldiers for one or more Nights 
in their marching, and for the fir Night only'in Places ap- 
porated for their Refidence, has been fince made perpetual, by 
a very (mall and imperceptible Alteration in the Words of 
the Clauſe, When this Liberty or Power of quartering Sol- 
dier: upon Public-Houſes, without the Conſent of the Own- 
er, was firſt aſked, the Parliament would have been amared 
if ir had been expreſsly aſked, that. Soldiers ſhould always be 
teceſſary Inmates in Public-Houſes, that they ſhould always 
tavea Lodging at free Coſt, even in the Places appointed for 
their Refidence : Such a Propoſal the Parliament would 
then certainly have rejected with Diſdain.” This the Pro- 
ſectors were ſenſible of, and therefore they aſked, only for 
ode or more Nights upon a March, and for the firſt Night 
only after their Arrival at the Place appointed for their Reſi 
ence 3 but as they had the drawing upof the Bill, and were 
reſolved, if poſſible, to extend it farther-than was then de- 
ired, they took care that this Reftriftion ſhould not be in- 
lened in expreſs Words, or in the proper Place, but brought 
in, as it were by Head and Shoulders, at the End of — 
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Zy this means, Sir, our Standing-Army-Prejectürbag they 
firſt obtained a Liberty to quarter Soldiers, by the Ihe | 
fition of the Civil Magiſtrate, upon Public-Houſes; fbr owe 
or more Nights upon their March, and for the fitt Wight 
anly in Places appointed for their Reſidente ; and à Found, 


tion for a temporary Lodging at free Coft, be 
when the Mutiny- Ad was revived in the firſt Veat f the 
late Queen Anne, our Army-ProjeQors took care-n0 aps 
better Foundation fur rendering this temporary Privilege , 
perpetual, by requirivg Juſtice to appoĩat ſuch, reaſonable 
Rates for all neceſſary Proviſions for; ſueh Officers and 800. 
diers, for one or more Nights in their marching thro' their 
Cities, Lowus. and Villages, as Hall bt appointed! fir: their 
Re e or Dyarters, In this Form this 'Clayſe-continued 
for ſeveral. Years ; but at laſt it began to be conceived io 
theſe Words, And the Juſtices of the Peace aforeſaid are 
hereby empowered and required to ſet and appoint ſuch res- 
ſonable Rates for all neceſſary Proviſions, ſor one or more 
Nights, in the ſeveral Places which Soldiers ſhall come to 
in their March, or <vbich Hall be appointed for their"Refi 
dence and Quarters; in which Words, or Words to chi 
Effect, the Clauſe had ſtood ever ſince. This, as appears} is 
but a very ſmall Variation from the Clauſe as it ſtood at firſt; 
and, | am perſuaded, it was imperceptibly introduced, that 
is to ſay, without being taken Notice of by thoſe who were 
the true and ſincere Friends of the People, and of the Li- 
berties of their Country. The Misfortune is, that "thoſe 
who are for keeping up Standing-Armies, have generally 
the drawing up of ſuch Bills; and this makes it-ieafy' for 
them to introduce, imperceptibly, very material and-danye- 
225 Variations, when they are not moſt ſtricthy looked 
ter. | | „ N head! 
But this, Sir, is not the only Misfortune: They have 
not only the drawing up of the Bills, but they have the Exe- 
cution of them after they are paſſed into Laws; and in the 
Execution they put that Interpretation upon them that bet 
ſuits their own Purpoſes, in which they are encouraged by 
2 Backwardaeſs, too common among private Men, to con- 
tend with the Government about the Interpretation of a 
Law, which. probably was made obſcure, on purpoſe to en- 
ble thoſe entruſted with the executive Power to carry it far- 
ther than was ever dreamed of, or would have been ap- 
proved of by a Majority of thoſe entruſted with the Lex. 
flative. Thus, tho' our Army-Gentlemen had for-ſeveril 
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cept-for the firlt' Night ly after their Arrival there, pet . 
hey introduced the Cuſtom of ex even in 
the Places appointed for their ence, and during the 
whole Time of their. Reſidence; fo that the Quartering of 
doldiers, inflead of being a _— became a perpetual 
zurden upon the Public Houſes in Weſtminſter, and many 
other Parts of the Kingtiom. + And this Cuſtom being once 
introduced, they at laſt got a ſort of legal Authority for it, 

getting a Claule inſerted in the Mutiny- Bill, paſſed the 7th 
of the late Queen, whereby it was enacted, That the 
Conſtables in Weſtminſter and Places adjacent, ſhould billet 
Soldiers of the Foot-Guards in ſuch Houſes only as by the 
ad are limited, in and about the City of Weſtminſter, ex- 
cept the City.of London.' But this of quartering Soldiers 
in the Places appointed for, and during the whole Time of 
their Reſidence, was deemed to be ſuch a Grievance, that in 
the firſt Year of the late King, and by the firſt Mutiny Bill 
paſſed in his Reign, a Clauſe was inſerted, by which it was 
enacted, ** That nothing in that Act ſhould extend to com- 
pel the Quartering of any Foot Soldiers in England, unleſs 
within ten Miles of his Majeſty's uſual Refidence, or the 
Place where he ſhould be preſent, or in ſome Garriſon where 
uficient Barracks were not provided, or upon their Marches; 
and that in ſuch Marches no Perſons ſhould be obliged to 
quarter them above /fx Days at a Time.“ „ | 

© | have the more fully opened this Affair to you, Sir, be- 
auſe when the preſent War is over, which, I fear, will not 
de ſoon, unleſs we purſue it with more Vigour than we have 
done hitherto, or put an End to it by an inglorious Peace: 
[ (ay, Sir, when the preſent War is over, I hope we ſhall em- 
brace the Opportuaity of returning, as near as poſſible, to our 
ancient Conſtitution. We may think it neceſſary to keep 
up ſome regular Troops in Time of Peace; but I can ſee no 
Orcaſion we have for a Mutiny Bill, unleſs when we are 
ittually engaged in War. We kept up ſome regular 
Troops even in the peateable Part of King William's Reign, 
and thoſe Troops, ſo far as. I could ever hear, were kept in 
food enough Order without any Mutiny-Bill; for from the 
oth of April 1698, to the zcth of February 1701, when a 
War with France and Spain began to be thought unavoid- 
idle, we had no Mutiny-AR ſubſiſting in this Kingdom; and 
| ſhall always be againſt having ſuch Law ſobfiſting, | 
*hen abſolutely neceſfary ; becauſe I do not like to make 
ares of thoſe in Time of Peace, to whom we are to truſt our 
"onour and our Defence in Time of War, 
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WE 
n which Soldi be quartered, befare 
a Yor whi 1ers may or ought to be quartered, bi 
come to the very Point now unde, 1 ſhall beg 12 
to explain a little farther, how, and by what Degrees the 
Owners of Public - Houſes were compelled to receive tha dl. 
diers quartered. upon them by the Civil Magiſtrate. Ihen 
already taken Notice, that when the Quartering of Saldien 
upon ſuch Houſes was firſt aſk d for, it was aſk'd for ay 
Liberty only, not as a Power. The Conſtables and My. 
ſtrates were not empowered and required, it is {aid.only, 
hat they may quarter and billet Officers and Soldiers upon 
Inns and other Pablic-Houſes: Nay, the Conſtables, and 
/ Magiſtrates might have refuſed ſo to do: There was, no Lay 
for puniſhing them for ſuch Refuſal, till the firſt Year « 
his late M:j:fty's Reign, when a new Clauſe was inſerted for 
that Purpeſe. And as to the Owners of Public-Houſes 
they were for many Years left entirely at Liberty, whether 
they ſhould receive the Soldiers ſo quartered upon them 
for I know of no Law that ſo much as ſeemed to oblige then 
to do ſo, till the tenth of the late Queen Anne, and then thi 
com pulſatory Clauſe was introduced but in a partial, Mar. 
ner; for in that Law a new Clauſe was introduced, by which 
it was enadted, That if any Perſon ſhould be aggrieved by 
a Conſtable's billeting in his Houſe a greater Number « 
Soldiers than he ought to bear in Proportion to his Neigh. 
bours, upon Complaint to a Juſtice of Peace, that Juſtice wi 
to relieve him, by ordering ſo many of the Soldiers to be r. 
moved and quartered upon ſome other Perſons, who ſhall be 
obliged to receive them accordingly.” “ my 
his, I fay, Sir, is the firſt Clauſe. I can find, in any oſ our 
Mutiny-AQts, that feems to oblige Owners of Public Houle 
to receive any Soldier ſo quarter'd upon them; but thi 
Foundation be ing once laid, a Preternce has from hence 
been taken, to inſert ſome new and general Words in all ou 
Mutiny-Bills of late Years, by which it is enadled. “ That 
the Officers and Soldiers ſo quartered and billeted as aon 
ſaid, ſhall be received by the Owners of the Inns and othe! 
Public-Houſes;“ and it is remarkable, that theſe Words, 
which make ſo. great an Alteration in our Law, were 10 
formed into a Clauſe by themſelves, but were, as Lay 6, 
ſtoln into the Beginning of that Clauſe, which eng 
« That the Soldiers ſhall pay reaſonable Prices for the Pro 
viſions furniſhed them by the Owners of the Houſes, whe! 
they are quartered.” | 
Lou may now ſee, Sir, by what {low, what hidden, and 
what impcreeptible Degrees our Mutiny- Act is arrived 
preſent Maturity and Perfection; and now I muſt — 
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niſhing' Touch ſeems to be deſigned. Finiſhing I may call it} Anno 14, Geo 
Sir, in a double Senſe ; it will be the finiſhing Touch to this I. 1740. 
Bill, and I am afraid, the finiſhing Blow to the Liberties f 
our Country. Our Soldiers, which I am ſorry for, and 
which we may come heartily to repent of, if we ſhould ever 
bave Occaſion for their Courage; our Soldiers, I ſay, have 
long been made Slaves by this Bill; and now, the Owners 
of all the Public-Houſes in the Kingdom are to be made the 
Slaves of thoſe Slaves: For this will be the Caſe, if we 
ſhould by any expreſs Law oblige the Owners of ſuch Houſes 
to furniſh the Soldiers quartered upon them, with Diet and 
Small-Beer, whether they will, nay whether they can, or no. 
Sir, it is, in my Opinion, of very little Signiſication to 
the preſent Queſtion, whether this was or was not the Mean- 
ing of all or any of the Mutiny -Bills we have paſſed into 
Laws, Iam very ſure, I never thought it was; and if it 
were determined to be ſo; by the Decree of any Court of Ju- 
dicature in England, I ſhould be for our taking the firſt Op- 
rtunity to alter the Law in this reſpect. But when we 
talk of the Meaning and Intention of ſach Laws, we ought 
to diſtinguiſh between the Meaning and Intention of thoſe 
that were the cbief Promoters of them, and the Meaning and 
Intention of thoſe who only gave their Conſent to the paſ- 
ling of them, As to the former, I make no Queſtion, but it 
was their Meaning and Intention to oblige the Owners of 
Public-Houſes to furniſh the Soldiers with all neceſſary Pro- 
viſions, tho' they durſt not declare their Intentions in expreſs 
Words, becauſe it would either have thrown out their Bill, 
or have occaſioned the inſerting of ſome expreſs Words 
' againſt what they intended: They therefore choſe to draw 
up their Bill in a dubious Sort of Expreſſion, that after they 
| had got it paſſed into a Law, they might make the moſt of 
it in the Execution; and, indeed, they made ſo good an Uſe 
of their Power in the Execution, that the Owners of moſt 
Public-Houſes did agree to what they deſired, 
But in this, Sir, they were at firſt very much favoured 
by the Circumſtance of the Times ; becauſe the Nation be- 
| ing at that Time engaged in a, heavy and expenſive War 
| ayainſd France, the Revolution in its Infancy, and our pub- 
| lic Credit far from being ſo well eſtabliſhed as it has been 
lince; our Government was often very ſhort of Money, and 
very dilatory in their Payments to the Army, eſpecially to 
| thoſe Regiments that remained within the Kingdom, who 
were ſometimes | for ſeveral Months together without re- 
| ceiving any Pay; and when our Soldiers had no Money to 
purchaſe Proviſions for themſelves, it became neceſſary to 
have them provided for by thoſe upon whom they were quar- 
| Toh TIE © U | tered. 
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Anno 14, Geo, tered. It was, therefore, the“ Public Neceſſity that male 


II. 1740. the Owners of Public-Houſes ſubmit to the furniſhing the 
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never the Intention of the Majority in Parliament, to ſub- 


Soldiers with Diet and Small-Beer, and not any Confciguf. 
neſs of their being obliged by Law to do ſo; and far the 
ſame Reaſon, the Parliament, at that Time, connived atthe 
Interpretation put upon the Mutiny-AQ by thoſe that had 
been the Promoters of it: Nay, in the. Year 1696-7, | the 
Parliament agreed to a Clauſe, which ſeem'd to confirm this 
Interpretation; for it was then enacted, «* 'f hat no Ius. 
bolder or other Perſon ſhould, during the Continuance of 
that Act, be oblig'd to provide Meat or other Victuals fer 
Zy Soldiers, legally quartered on them, except in their 
March only, if they ſhould give or tender to each Horſeman 
6d. per Diem, for his Subſiſtence in Meat only, and to every 
Dragoon and Foot Soldier 4d. per Diem for the ſame; be. 
ſides Candle and the Uſe of his Fire for dreſſing his Meat; 
and by another Clauſe in the ſame Act it was provided 


„That Inn holders and others ſhould furniſh for every $0]. 


dier, lawfully quartered upon them, Lodging, Small-Beer, 
aud Candle, with the Uſe of Fire to dreſs his Meat by, and 
Hay and Straw to a Light Horſeman, and 5d. per Diem to 
a Dragoon. But one may eaſily ſee, that theſe Clauſes pro- 
ceeded from the Neceſſities the Public was that Year redu- 
ced to, by Reaſon of the clipp'd Money having been called 
in to be recoined but the Year before, and by Reaſon of the 
vaſt Expence this Nation was at in ſupporting the War, 
which laid them under a Neceſſity of paying 8 per Cent. 
for Money borrowed in that Year ; and this obliged the Par- 
liament to conſent to this harſh and unequal Method of pro- 
viding for the immediate Subfiſtence of the Troops. 

I am, therefore, very well convinced, Sir, that it was 


ject the Owners of Public- Houſes to the unequal and heavy 
Burden of being obliged to furniſh the Soldiers, quartered 
upon them, with Diet and Small-Beer, at a Groat, or any 
other Rate, per Diem; and, I believe, no Lawyer will fay, 
that a Man can be ſubjected to a Penalty, or Obligation, by 
Inference from any Words in a Law that can admit of mo- 
ther Interpretation. But whether or no the Majority of 
Parliament have been drawn in to do what they did not ir 
tend, as Iam no Lawyer, I ſhall not pretend to determine. 
I muſt be, at leaſt, deubtful in my Opinion; and I have 
very good Authority for being ſo ; for in the Affair at Led- 
bury, a very great Lawyer, and one of the Judges upon the 
Aſſiaes then holding there, I mean Judge Comyns, was uked 
his Opinion upon this very Queſtion, and he declared him- 
{elf to be doubtful. 24 hobÞ | 1 
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The Argument, Sir, which has been drawn from the 
Claaſe 1 * Juſtices to fettle the Price of Proviſions, is 
of very little Force; for I do not think the Juſtices had 
from thence any Power to preſcribe how much a Soldier 
ſhould eat, or to order that his Landlord ſhould farniſh him 
with as much as he could eat for a Groat, or at any leſſer 
Rate per Diem : They were only to appoint and aſcertain 
the Prices of all neceſſary Proviſions, ſuch as Bread, Small- 
Beer, Beef, Mutton, Batter, Cheeſe, and the like, accord- 
ing to the Market Rates, at that Time, and in that Place; 
and this Appointment of theirs, neither was, nor could be 
ſuppoſed to take Place, but in Caſes where the Soldier and 
his Landlord could not agree between themſelves. Their {n- 
terpoſition was deſign, d only, and could be — for no- 
thing elſe chan to prevent Diſputes between Soldiers and the 
Perſons upon whom they were quarter'd. And, ſurely, it 
would have been a very lame Proviſion for paying, duly and 
juſtly, the Quarters of the Army, if the Law had obliged an 
Ion · keeper to furniſh every Soldier with as much as he 
could eat, and of what Sort of Proviſions he pleaſed to inſiſt 
on, without allowing him any more than a Groat a Day, 
even in the deareſt Times, and for the beſt Sort of Provi- 
ſions. | 

To tell us, Sir, that the Tan-Keeper will always meet 
with Redreſs from the commanding Officer, in caſe a Soldier 
inſiſts upon too much, or too delicate Fare, becauſe the Offi- 


cet will thereby recommend himſelf to the Government, is 


ſomething very ſtrange, becauſe it may, in many Caſes, be 
directly otherwiſe: A Regiment or two may be ſent to cor- 
ret an unruly County, City, or Borough: A private Hint 
may be given to the commanding Officer, that this is the De- 
ſign of ſending him there, and this Deſign may be commu- 
nicated to the Soldiers, Muſt we not, in this Caſe, ſuppoſe 
that the Soldiers will make the moſt rigorous Uſe of every 
Right granted them by Law ? Can we ſuppoſe, that the com- 
manding Officer will be ready to hear or redreſs the Com- 
plaints of the [nhabitants? If he is, I am ſure, we cannot 
ſuppoſe he will thereby recommend himſelf to the Govern- 
ment. Such a Caſe as this, Sir, may certainly happen ; and 
we are not to ſuppoſe, that no ſuch Caſe ever did happen, 
becauſe no ſuch Complaint had ever been brought to Par- 
liament. It is impoſſible, Sir, to prove the Fact upon which 
ſuch a Complaint muſt be grounded. The true Cauſe of 
lending a Regiment to quarter upon a Borough, may be ſuf- 
pected ; it may be almoſt certainly gueſſed at; but Mini- 
ters have ſo many Reaſons or Pretences to alledge for ſend- 


ing one or more Regiments to any Part of the Kingdom 


U 3 that 


Anno 1 4, Geo 
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Anno 14, Geo that it is impoſſible to prove, they had no other Reaſor but 


that of the Borough's having ſent two diſagreeable Faces to 
this Aſſembly. a | ' | 
But ſuppoſe, Sir, that no ſuch Caſe could ever happen; 
and ſuppoſe that the Officers of the Army ſhould always be 
ready to hear and redreſs every juſt Complaint againſt the 
Soldiers, or any Soldier, under their Command; tho' I have 
a very good Opinion of the Juſtice, Honour, and Impania, 
lity of the preſent Officers of our Army, yet, I ſhall never 
agree to a Regulation that renders any Part of the' People 
liable to be oppreſſed by the Soldiers, without any Reliet 
but from the commanding Officer. I do not think, that the 
eſtabliſhing of this Regulation can be preſumed to have 
been the Intention of any Parliament of Great Britain, un. 
leſs we, at the ſame time, ſuppole that the Majority of 
the Parliament conſiſted of Officers of the Army, which is 
not to be ſuppoſed of any Britiſh Parliament hitherto; tho 
Ido not know what may be the Caſe hereafter, if à Jill ſe. 
veral times propoſed without Succeſs, ſhould never meet 
With a better Fate than it has done. If this, indeed, ſhould 
happen, we may expect to ſee ſuch a Clauſe as this approved 
of, and another Clauſe, which is the only one I can at pre- 
ſent think of, that is wanting to make this Bill a complete 
Syſtem of Slavery; I mean a Clauſe for ſubjecting Public- 


Houſes to ſevere Penalties, if they do not furniſh the Soldi- 


ers quartered upon them, with convenient Lodging and all 
+ nece{lary Proviſions. | | 
Such a Clauſe as this, I ſay, Sir, ſeems to be wanting; 
and if we agree to the Clauſe now offered, I ſhall expect to 
ſee ſuch a ove as this offered in the very next Seſſion of 
Parliament; for your obliging Inn-Keepers to receive $0l- 
diers, and to furniſh them with Diet and Small-Beer, will not 
ſignify much, unleſs you ſubject them to Penalties, or em» 
power the Soldiers to make Diſtreſs and Sale of their Goods, 
if they do not. 
I mention this, Sir, to ſhew you what this ſuperlative 
Care of the Army muſt, at laſt, drive you to: But what 
mult be the Conſequence ? In a little Time you will have 
no Inns, Alehouſes, or other Public-houſes in the Kingdom; 
at leaſt. not near ſufficient for quartering your Army; and 
then you muſt quarter your Soldiers upon private Houſes, ot 
build Barracks tor them. The latter, I confeſs, I ſhould 
rather ſubmit to, tho' I think the certain Conſequence of it 
would, at laſt, be a military Government; becauſe it would, 
in a ſhort Time, render our Army a ſort of diſtinct People. 
W hillt our Soidiers are quartered in the Public-houſes up and 
gown the Country, it preſerves a Correſpondence, and an 
| Intimacy 
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' ſntimacy between them and the People: They often con» Anno 14, Geo. 
ta& Friendſhips together, which preſerves in the Army II. 1740. 
a Regard for the People, and makes them look upon 
themſclves as nothing more than Fellow-SubjeRs ; but, if 5 
they ſnould once come to be lodged in Barracks, ſeparate 
and diſtin by themſelves, they would ſoon begin to ook N 
upon themſel ves as ſole Maſters: They would then break 
off all Correſpondence with, and loſe all Regard for the 
people; and would be the ſame, in every Reſpect, with 
foreign Troops. They would confider nothing but their Pay 
and Preferment in the Army, and would be ready to obey 
the moſt illegal Orders that cbuld be given them by their 
Commander in Chief; the Conſequence of which would 
be, the Eſtabliſhment of a military Government. | 
. + Theſe, Sir, are Conſequences that are moſt juſtly to be 
dreaded from your agreeing to what is now propoſed ; but, 
on the other hand, what is the Conſequence we are threa- 
tened with? I am really ſurprized to hear it mentioned in 
this Houſe. It is faid, if you do not agree to ſome ſuch 
Clauſe as this, the Army will mutiny. What, Sir, will 
the Army mutiny, if you refuſe them a Liberty to oppreſs 
the People? When I hear this Houle threatened with ſuch 
a Conſequence, I mult ſay, it is high Time for us to think 
of reducing our Army, or of ſending them, where they 
ought to have been ſent long ago, Abroad to fight our Ene- 
mies, where they may gain both Honour and Wealth to 
themſelves, and at the ſame time vindicate the Honour of 
their Country, It is a common Failing of weak Minds, 
and ſometimes of weak Miniſters too, Sir, to avoid leſſer 
Eyils by running themſelves into greater, and rather than 
expoſe themſelves to a ſmall immediate Danger, to run 
hezdlong into a Danger which is much greater, but a little 
more remote: I wiſh this may not lately have been our 
Caſe, with regard to foreign Affairs; I am ſure it would 
de our Caſe, with reſpe& to domeſtic, if, for fear of a Mu- 
tiny in the Army, we ſhouid give them a legal Title to op- 
preſs the People; which would be the Conſequence of our 
agreeing to the Clauſe propoſed, and therefore I muſt declare 
againſt it. 


Mr. Pelham. 


SIR, 


was heartily ſorry when I heard that any Doubt or Mr. pam 
Diſpute had ariſen, about the Affair you have now under 
your Confideration. I foreſaw, that the Diſcuſſion would 
de attended with great Inconveniencies, and that it would 
tave been much better, if the Queſtion had ee —_ 
te 
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t 
furnifh the Soldier with Diet and Small-Beer, and the 80, — 
dier doubted if he was, it made both of them live eaſy with «T 
one another: The Inn-keeper provided for the Soldier the interp 
beſt he could afford for the Money, becauſe he thought hin. * ir (h 
ſelf obliged to do ſo: and the Soldier often contented hin. ird thi 

_ ſelf with the worſe Fare, rather than be obliged to take the No In 
Trouble of providing for himſelf. But now the Queſtion i de law 
ſtarted, and eſpecially, as the Opinion begins generally to any T. 
prevail, that_no Inn keeper, or other Perſon upon Whon March 
Soldiers may be lawfully quartered, is obliged to furniſh the Thing 
Soldiers with any fort of Proviſions, I confeſs, I thought it und. 

would be abſolutely neceflary to put an End to the Diſpute feniſy 
ty ſome ſuch Clauſe as my Honourable Friend has propoſed. Wl 4 that 
However, I muſt ſay, I now wiſh it had not been propoſec, pany, 
or the Doubt ſo much as mentioned in this Houſe, becauſe y-To 
the Clauſe ſeems to give ſeveral Gentlemen great Appre- proviſi 

. henſions; and if the Clauſe ſhould be rejected, it will be nary ( 
interpreted by the whole Nation, as the Opinion of this WW which 
Houſe, that Inn keepers and others are not obliged to ſurnih Wl e the 
any Diet or Small Beer for the Soldiers quartered upot produc 
them. | a there i 

* I ſhall not take up your Time, Sir, with giving you my and if 
Reaſons, why I think otherwiſe ; for as 1 do not pretend t what tl 
be learned in the Law, I cannot preſume, that my Opinion any Pr 
will have any Weight, or that ny Reaſons will be latisfac- BY They 
tory: And, indce), | think it below the Dignity of thi it; anc 
Houſe to confider the Point in this Light, becauſe, if the themſe 
Law were wrong, it is our Buſineſs to re&fy it; and if it rally a 
ſhould be Law, but is not, it is our Buſineſs to make it ſo which 
We are therefore to conſider, whether it be in itſelf right or and in 
wrong, that Inn-keepers, and others, upon whom Soldiers the wh 
may be lawfuily quartered, ſhould be obliged to furniſh the TI 
Soldiers, ſo quartered upon them, with Diet and Small- Beer dauſe, 
at a Groat a Day, or ſuch leſſer Rate as they ſhall agree on altering 

In my Opinion, it is right it ſnould be fo, and I baye one becauſe 
very ſtrong Argument in my Favour, which is almoſt forty Law fo 
Years Experience, Whatever the Meaning of the Law may pied, t 
be, it is very certain, that ever. ſince the firit Mutiny-AQ was BY lacon v 
paſſed, which is thirty-nine Years ago, the Opinion has gere- explici 
rally prevailed, that the Owners of Public-houſes were o. | think 
bliged to furniſh the Soldiers quartered upon them with Diet of the 
and Small Beer: This, I fay, has been the general Opinion Methoc 
till very lately, and the Law, in this Senſe, has been gene. Wl nut li 
rally complied with, In all that Time, it. has never pro- they ha 
duced any Inconveniencies, nor can the Owners of ſuch viſions 
Houles lay they ever met with any Oppreſſion or Exation Wi nuſt he 


from 
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n . 
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tom the Soldiers quartered upon them, but what was re- Anno14, Geo, 
drefſed by the Officers, as ſoon as they heard of it. II. 740. 
« The Law therefore, Sir, during the Time it has been WW 
interpreted in this Senſe, has produced no bad Effect; but 
if it ſhould be interpreted otherwiſe, as it will be, if you re- 
jet this Clauſe, God knows, whar ill Effect, it may produce. 
No Inn-keeper, or other Perſon, upon whom Soldiers ms 
be lawfully quarter'd, will think himſelf obliged to furni 
any Thing for the Soldiers, even when they are a 
March; and conſequently, no Inn - keeper will furniſh any 
Thing, unleſs they agres to pay the Price he pleaſes to de- 
mand. The Juſtices may appoint Prices, but what will that 
6gnify, if no Man be obliged to farniſh or ſell to the Soldier 
at that Price? The March of a Regiment, Troop, or Com- 
pany, will occaſion a Market or Election- Day at every Coun- 
try-Town they paſs thro'! The Prices of all Manner of 
Proviſions will riſe to double what they are upon ordi- 
nary Occaſions; and if the Soldiers will not, or cannot, 
which will be truly the Caſe, pay thoſe Prices, no Man will 
ſell them any Thing. Sir, it is eaſy to ſee what this muſt 
produce: The Soldiers will not ſtarve in a Country where 
there is Plenty ; it is unreaſonable to expeR they ſhould ; 
and if they cannot pay the Prices demanded, they will take 
| what they want at their own Price, perhaps without paying 
| any Price, becauſe the Crime will, in ſtrict Law, be the ſame 7 
| They will break open Doors to come at it, or to ſearch for 
| it; and if ſuch a Body of Men ſtiould once begin to think 
themſelves criminal in the Eye of the Law, they will natu- 
rally and of courſe begin to think of deltroying that Law, 
which would deſtroy them; eſpecially, as they will expect, 
and in ſuch Caſe might, probably meet with the Support of 
the whole Army. hs 
* Theſe Effects, Sir, are certainly to be apprehended, be- 
cauſe, | think, they are the natural Conſequences of your 
altering the Law, in this reſpect. I call it altering the Law, 
becauſe, if it was net Law, it has at leaſt been undet᷑ſtood to be 
Law for almoſt forty Years paſt. If this was really the im- 
plied, thoꝰ not expreſſed Meaning of the Law, ſurely no great 
[nconvenience can ariſe from your making the Law more 
explicit: If this was not the implied Meaning of the Law, 
[ think, you ought now to make it the expreſſed Meaning 
of the Law, becauſe the public Safety requires it. Some 
Method muſt be taken to provide for the Soldiers: They 
muit live, and they muſt live upon a Groat a Day, becauſe 
they have no more to give. They muſt have neceſſary Pro- 
'Iſtons at the Prices they are able to pay for them, and they 
mult have them at or about the Places where they are —— 
tered, 
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Anno 14, Geo. tered, becauſe according to the Rules of Diſcipline in the _ 
IL 1749. Army, they cannot go elſewhere to ſeek for them. If you Lake 
LW N) oblige the Owners of Public-houſes to furniſh neceſſary Pro- — 
: viſions for the Soldiers quartered upon them, at the Price . 
the Soldiers are able to pay, for at thoſe Prices they mul r 
| furniſh or not at all. you only make them a ſort of Purveyon e fat 
for the Army, which has never been thought a bad Employ. ca 
ment: They will generally have ſome Days Notice of a ent f 
Regiment, Troop, or Company's coming to be quartered head 
upon them, and will take care to provide ſome Days before. arr 
hand, when the Markets are cheap, or they will ſend to the yer oc 
Market-Town in the Neighbourhood where they can buy 28 
cheapeſt. They will always have many Opportunities, and revug 
many Methods of providing for the Soldiers, at a cheaper ha] 
Rate than they can provide for themſelves ; and fince they Objea 
may ſo eaſily, and fo certainly, provide for the Soldiers quar. * 
tered upon them, at ſuch Prices as the Soldiers are able to Dames 
pay, I cannot * there would be any great Hardſhip un Wl gem t. 
obliging them to do ſo. : 

, The Dangers from thence ariſing, and which haue been = ( 
ſet in ſo terrible a Light by ſome Gentlemen in this Debate, ar preſ 
are in my Opinion, Sir, mere Bugbears, created by the Imz- give it 
gination only. It will very rarely happen, eſpecially in 1 
Places at any Diſtance from London, that a Soldier may not all c 
be plentifully furniſhed at the rate of a Groat a Day; andif 
any Soldier ſhould inſiſt upon a greater Quantity of Viauh, A. 
or upon more delicate Fare, than can be furniſhed at that 8 
Price, he will not only be deſpiſed by his Companions, but 11 
puniſhed by his Officer; for bitherto in the Army, and, [ * 
hope, it will always be ſo, there is nothing reckon'd more —＋ 
diſhonourable and deſpicable than for a Soldier to be trouble. confels 
ſome and uneaſy in his Quarters, without any juſt Cauſe; _— 
from whence, I believe, it would be a very dangerous Pro- 1 Jud; 
jeR to ſend Soldiers to quarter in a City or Borough, vit: © / C 
private Hint to be as oppreſſive as poſſible in their reſpec very 6 
tive Quarters, in order to puniſh City or Borough on Ac —4 
count of an Election. Thank God! the Soldiers of our 3 
Army would as yet deſpiſe ſuch Hints. and thoſe that gave 3 
them: They would think themſelves obliged in Honour to 3 
diſcover the Authors of ſuch treaſonable Practices agginl 3 
the Conſtitution of their Country; and therefore, upon 1 "they 
Complaint, it would be very eaſy for this Houſe to find out © Th 
and puniſh the Authors: Nay, as we are not tied down v 5 A 
the Rules of Evidence in Weſtminſter-Hall, we might ven 8 
probably by proper ſifting, come at the prime, and the Ou 
Author, the So 
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pretended to ariſe from our obliging the Owners of Public- 
houſes to furniſh Diet and Small- Beer for the Soldiers quar- 
tered upon them, are all imaginary ; but the Dangers ariſing 
from our leaving the Soldiers of our Army unprovided for, 
and often without a Poſſibility of providing for themſelves, 
are far from being ſo. Theſe —— therefore muſt be 
guarded againſt : I ſhould be glad to find ſome other Expedi- 
ent for avoiding theſe Dangers; but if no other can be 
found, we muſt take what is now propoſed. It is the Buſi- 
zeſs of every Gentleman here, when ary Difficulty or Dan- 
ger occurs, to think of, and contrive ſuch Expedients as may 
be moſt effectual and moſt ſafe for his Country; and yet 


there are ſome Gentlemen in this Houſe, who ſeem to be. 


have in a very different Manner : They are always ſtarting 
Objections againſt, and preſaging Dangers from every Expe- 
dient they hear propoſed, but never offer any Propoſal, any 
Remedy or Prevention, of their own. As theſe Gentlemen 
ſeem to have a mighty fruitful Invention, I wiſh they would 
apply it to the Caſe now before us: [ wiſh they would pro- 
pole ſome other Expedient for preventing the Evil we are 
at preſent threaten'd with. If they do, I promiſe them, I ſhall 
give it a candid and impartial Examination; and if I think 
it more effectual or more ſafe than what is now propoſeg, [ 
hall certainly give it the Preference,” 


A. 


Sia, 


* [ ſhall not pretend to tell you what is now the Law, with 
regard to the quartering of Soldiers. I have carefully read 
over the Act now ſubſiſting for that Purpoſe ; but I muſt 
confeſs, l am a little doubtful in my Opinion, and I have no 
xeaſon to be aſhamed of ſaying ſo, after ſo great a Lawyer, 
3 Judge Comyns, declared himſelf doubtful, as an Honour- 
able Gentleman has been pleaſed to inform us. I have a 
very great Regard for the two learned Gentlemen, who have 
given their Opinions upon the Queſtion ; but as I am con- 
rerſant among Lawyers, I have known, Lawyers give Opini- 
ons in this Houſe, which were contrary to the Opinion of 
tte moſt Noted of the Profeſſion ; and therefore, the Opini- 


ens that have been given, can be no Authority for declaring. 


at is Law at preſent. . 

The > Haag Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, Sir, has 
told us, that whatever may be the Meaning of the Law, it 
das for near forty Years paſt been a prevailing Opinion, that 
the Owners of Pablic- houſes were by Law obliged to furniſh 
the Soldiers quartered upon them, with Diet and Small- 

Yor, VII. X Beer, 


For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I muſt think, that the Dangers Aon 14, Gen, 
174. 


A. 


(154) 

Anno 14,Geo, Beer. That this, Sir, has been the general Practice, may 
II. 1745. be true; I believe the Owners of ſuch Houſes have gene. 
rally done ſo; but this is no Proof of its having been the 
general Opinion, that they were by Law obliged to do ſo. 
A Man will ſubmit to a ſmall Hardſhip, rather than contef 
a doubtfal Point in Law; but when that Hardſhip becomes 
grievous, he thinks it worth his while to conteſt it, rather 
than ſubmit to it any longer. The Doubt that has been 
lately ſtarted, does not, therefore, proceed from People's 

having altered their Opinion, but from your having ke 
up ſuch a numerous Army for ſuch a Number of Years. The 
People grew at laſt tired of ſubmitting to a Hardſhip, which 
they doubted if they were obliged to ſubmit to, and which, 
inſtead of being removed or lightened, they found it to be 

growing almoſt every Year more heavy than it was before, 

« This, Sir, is the true Reaſon of the Doubt that has been 
lately ſtated, in relation to the furniſhing of Soldiers with 
Diet and Small-Beer, or with Hay and Straw for their 

| Horſes, at the Prices allowed by the Government; and we 
have now ſuch a great Number of Land-Forces within the 
Kingdom, that I am not at all ſurprized at the People's be. 
ing generally reſolved to have this Queſtion determined one 
way or other. What Uſe was deſigned, or what Uſe will 
be made of this great Land-Army, I ſhall not pretend to 
gueſs; but I am afraid, no Uſe, at leaſt no military Uſe, will 
be made of them, As we are in courſe to have next Sum- 
mer a new Parliament choſen, the great Augmentation we 
have made, and the expenſive manner in which we have 
made that Augmentation, gives Occafion to very ugly Suſ- 
picions. People know what an Uſe may be made of Com- 
miſſions for Officers to ſerve in the Army, with regard to 
Elections for Members to ferve in Parliament: A Commiſ- 
ſion, or the Promiſe of a Commiſſion in the Army, may en- 
gage a Man and his Friends to vote for a weak or wicked 
Miniſter, who would otherwiſe moſt certainly vote again 
him: The Terrors of having a Regiment of Foot, or a 
Regiment of Dragoons ſent to quarter upon a Borough, may 
engage the Magiſtrates, ſome of whom are often Inn-keep- 
ers, to vote for a Court Candidate, whoſe Face they had never 
the Pleaſure to behold, in Oppoſition to the moſt hoſpitable 
and honeſt Gentleman in their Neighbourhood. 

« Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the illegal Uſes that may be 
made of an Army ; and every itlegal Uſe that can be made 
of an Army, will receive new Strength from the Amendment 
now propoſed. If you lay Inn-keepers, and other Owners 
of Public-houſes, under a legal Obligation to furniſh the Sol- 
diers with neceſſary Proviſions for themſelves and Horſes, at 

certain 
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certain Rates to be appointed by Law, as you cannot aſcertain Anno 14, Geo. 
— the Quantit e Kine of ſuch Proviſions, the Owners II. 7 
of ſuch Houſes will never be able to ſatisfy the Soldiers quar- 
tered upon them. The Soldier will inſiſt upon having more 
for a Groat, than the Inn-keeper can buy for Six-pence, 
which, it muſt be allowed, would be a very great Oppreſſion 
upon the latter; and how is he to be relieved ? Why, by the 
Civility and Good-nature of the commanding Officer. Sir, 
the Officer may be good-natured and humane, I believe ma- 
ny of them are ſo; but it is hardly poſſible to prevent a 
Man's being a little partial to one of his own Cloth ; and 
therefore, I muſt think, a Law for ſubjecting the People to 
ſuch an Oppreſſion, without any other Remedy, could neither 
be called good-natur'd nor humane ; eſpecially if we conſider, 
that when a Regiment is ſent to correct an obſtinate Bo- 
rough or County, the commanding Officer, without ſo much 
25 a Hint, will know, that this Preferment depends upon his 
giving no Ear to the Complaints of the Inhabitants, 

« Our paſſing ſuch a Law as this, at this Time, will therefore 
very much increaſe thoſe Suſpicions that have been already 
raiſed by the Augmentation we have lately made to our 
Army, and the expenſive manner in which that Augmentation 
has been made; and in theſe Suſpicions molt People will be 
confirmed, if the greateſt Part of our Army 1s not very ſoon 
ſent out of the Kingdom, to carry on with Vigour the War 
we are now engaged in. If any thing like this be deſigned, 
we have no Occaſion for altering or explaining the Law; 
becauſe the People will then have but few Soldiers quartered 
upon them, and will therefore continue to do, as they haye 
done for almoſt forty Years paſt. The Owners of Public- 
houſes will continue to furniſh the Soldiers with neceſſary 
Provifions, when'the Soldier contents himſelf with ſuch Pro- 
viſions, as his Landlord can furniſh at the Price allowed b 
the Government: Nay, they will furniſh the Soldiers, I 
believe, with better Proviſions, and with more Good-will, 
than they have done for twenty Years paſt ; for when a Part 
of the Army is employed in {ohring victoriouſly, as I hope 
they will, againſt the Enemies of their Country, the Name 
of a Soldier will then again begin to be reſpected and beloved 
by the People. | 

This, Sir, will be the Conſequence of ſending a great 
Part of our Army Abroad to fight againſt the Enemies of 
their Country, inſtead of keeping them at Home to oppreſs 
the People, and influence the next general Elections. But 
really, Sir, the Propoſition now made to us gives me ſome 
Reaton to apprehend, that there is not ſo much as a Deſign 
to ſend any great Part of * Army Abroad; and this makes 
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Anno 14, Geo me the more unwilling to agree to what the Honourable 


Gentleman has been pleaſed to propoſe ; for if ſuch a Nun. 


ber of regular Forces be kept within the Kingdom, but ſor 


a few Years, and ſuch a Law as is now propoſed kept in 


Fete, the Number of Public houſes will decreaſe ſo much, 


that it will be impoſſible to find Quarters for the Army ig 
fuch Houſes, and this will of courſe make Barracks abſo. 
lutely neteſſary, which will ſoon put an End to our happy 
Conſtitution, We muſt always have in this Kingdom a 

reat Number of Travellers upon our public Roads: If we 
Fad n6 Trade, which may be the Conſequence of our late 
Meaſures, if not ſoon altered, yet the very Nature of our 
Conſtitution occaſions a greater Number of Travellers ig 
this Kingdom, than in any neighbouring Country : The 


Members both of this and the other Houſes of Parliament 


muſt be accommodated with Lodging and Stabling, in their 
Journies to and from Parliament; but how ſhall they be ac. 
commodated, if every Inn they come to be full of Soldiers? 
Will they lie in the Streets to make room for a Lord or 
Member of Parliament? Will they be commonly civil to 
any Traveller that comes to hamper them in their Quar- 
ters? On the contrary, they do not always hehave in the 
moſt civil manner to Travellers, even of the firſt Rank; 
for lately at North-Allerton they ſeized on and carried off a 
Reverend Prelate's Dinner, upon Pretence, that the Land- 


jord had not provided ſufficiently for them. What Redreſs 


the Reverend Prelate met with, or whether he applied for 
any, I do not know; but he could not recover his Dinner; 
and this ſhews what Inconveniencies we, as well as other 
Travellers, may be put to, if all the Inns of any little Town 
we may come to upon the Road, ſhould be ſo crammed with 
Soldiers, as not to be able to furniſh Accommodation or 
Entertainment for any Traveller. 

« I ſhall grant, Sir, that whilſt we keep ſuch a numerous 
Army within the Kingdom, and continue the modern French 
Practice of having ſome Part of that Army always marck- 
ing and counter-marching from one End of the Kio 
to the other, under Pretence of what is called changing of 
Garriſons : I ſay, whilſt we do ſo, the Soldiers may often be 
under great Difficulties with regard to Proviſions, both upon 
their March, and in their ſettled Quarters, unleſs we oblige 
their Quarters to furniſh them at ſuch Prices, as they can 
afford to pay ; but the moſt proper Expedient for avoiding 
this Inconvenience, is, in my Opinion, very obvious, which 
is, to ſend the greateſt Part of your Army againſt the Ene- 
my in Time of War, and never to keep a greater Number 
of Troops within the Kingdom, than are abſolutely necel- 
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ſary for the juſt Ends of Government. I will undertake, Anno 14, Geo. 
that when the People know, that any Part of your Army is II. 1740: 
marching thro' the Kingdom, in order to go and fight te WL WY 
Fnemies of their Country, they will freely and voluntarily 
farniſh the Soldiers with every thing neceſſary upon their 
March ; but they are ſenſible of what is meant by changin 
of Garriſons, which in abſolute Governments is intend 
chiefly to prevent the Soidiers from acquiring any ſort of 
Attachment to the People amongſt whom they live, and to 
make them look upon themſelves, as a Body of Men quite 
citio&t from the People, I cannot ſay, amongſt whom they 
live, but amongſt whom they ſojourn; and therefore, the 
People of this Kingdom moſt reatonably complain, and re- 
ſent their being oppreſſed or incommoded with the March- 
ing or Counter-marching of regular Troops, when they 
know, or at leaſt imagine it to be intended for ſuch a dan- 
gerous and arbitrary Purpoſe. | 
Having thus, Sir, mentioned one Expedient, and I 
think the only proper Expedient, for preventing the Incon- 
venience complained of, J hope the Honourable Gentleman 
will not hereafter ſay, that there are any Gentlemen in this 
Houſe, who are always ſtarting Objections againſt every Ex- 
pecient they hear propoſed, but never offer any Remedy or 
Prevention of their own. Gentlemen have Reaſon to objeR 
zgzinſt Remedies that are apparently worſe than the Diſ- 
eaſe, eſpecially when the true Remedy is obvious; but as I 
am ſuſpicious, that the Remedy I have now offered will 
dot be approved of by our chief State Phyſicians, and am 
for ſeeing any Remedy applied rather than that now pro- 
poſed, I mult obſerve, that another Remedy hzs already been 
mentioned in this Debaie, which I think leſs oppreſſive than 
What is now propoſed, and which I the rather approve of, 
becauſe it was made Uſe cf ſoon after the Revolution. As 
ttat was a Time, Sir, which I highly approve of, I am for 
going as near it as poſſible, and therefore, if we muſt keep 
up ſuch a numerous Standing Army as we bave at preſent, 
and muſt keep them all at Home tco, I am for doing ſome- 
thing like what was done in the Year 1696-7. In that 
Year, as an Honourable Gentleman has already told us, a 
Cauſe was inſerted in the Mutiny-AR, by which it was 
Frovided, that no Inn-holder ſhon!d be obliged to provide 
Vituals for any Soldier, if he ſhould give him 4d. a Day, 
belices Candle and the Uſe of his Fire for dreſſing his Meat. 
As our Army is now regularly paid, we have no Occaſion 
for obliging the Inn-holders to advance any Money to the 
doldiers quartered upon them, but if there be now an abſo- 
lae Neceſſity for any thing like what is now propoſed, I 
_ think 


Anpo {4 Seo think we ought to give an Option to Inn-holders, either th 
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provide Victuals for ſuch Soldiers, at the Rate of 4d. a Day, 


or otherwiſe to furniſh them with Lodging, Candle, VUten. we 
file. for drefling their Meat, and the Ule of their Fire, fe © 20 
nothin . F i 
6 — this, Sir, will be a very great Hardſhip upon the oy 
Owners of our Public-houſes ; but, I think, it will be a le de W. 
Hardſhip than that of ſubjecting them to the arbitrary De. had pu 
mands of the Soldiers quartered upon them, for what they happen 
may be pleaſed to call neceſſary Provifions. How this Ex. cording 
pedient will do, or whether it may appear to be ſufficient fo ER. 
removing the Evil complained of, I do not know; but as it dl 
is a Matter of the utmoſt Importance, I think neither this you, ex 
nor any other Expedient ought to be raſhly gone into; for « By 
which Reaſon, I think, we ought to take ſome Days to con. "Jo; 
ſider of it, and for that Purpoſe to adjourn the Committee may be 
There is no Neceſſity for immediately commencing a Lay. plain 3 
| ſuit, in order to determine the Queſtion lately ſtarted upon Year | 
this Subject. If the Neceſſity for this Determination cannot N 
be removed, by a Diminution of our Army, I hope, we 10 wiſe 
ſhall in this Hoſe fall upon ſome Method for determining Ina- ke. 
the Queſtion, without ſending it inte Weſtminſter-Hall ; for Liquor 
tho I belong to Weſtminſter-Hall, yet I ſhall always be . © 7 t 
'nſt People's being brought there for deciding any Queſtion, poſe, th 
wiſh they were not ſo apt to come there, as I fi they the Sold 
are: It might be a Loſs to me, but it would be a Gain to che £ 
the Nation; and [I ſhall never deſire to increaſe my Profit For by 
at the Expence of my Country.” Cuſtom: 
- B | to be 1, 
| 8 | _ 
I R, 3 e; an 

We are now about reviving an expiring Law: —* for * 
Meaning of that Law, as it ſtands at preſent, appears to © Ge 
doubtful, as has been acknowledged by moſt 1 hes 
| Who have ſpoke in this Debate. Can it admit of a Diſpute, fall ma 
whether we ought to remove that Doubt, by ſome _ of [nn-k 
tory Words in the Bill now before us? Would it not onal to the 8 
moſt egregious Soleciſm for a legiſlative Aſſembly to 1 . or 1 
a Law which they know to be doubtful ? Let us tha it muſt | 
what a Number of Law-ſuits may be occaſioned before Kingdoi 
Time Twelvemonth. You cannot, at leaft you ought not, ſions are 
think, to make a Law witha RetroſpeR, and — may fur 
cannot put an End to theſe Law-ſuits, by any new Law aon hit 
paſſed a Year hence. Tho you are the Makers, 2 Hy bimſelf, 
not by our Conſtitution the Interpreters of the Law: i kin or 
Majeſty's Judges in Weſtminſter-Hall are the Interpreten ould h 


and they are ſworn to give Judgment in every 3 
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comes before them, according to the Laws which were in Anno 14, C 
being when that Caſe happened. Suppoſe now, you ſhould II. 1945. 
pur off the explaining of this Law till next Year, and goo. \ 

Actions ſhould befere then be commenced upon the Doubt 

row acknowledged to be in the Law, the Explanation you 

then put upon the Law, would not put a Stop to any of theſe 

Law-ſuits ; becauſe the Judges might be of Opinion, that 

the Words of the Law could not bear the Explanation you? 

had put upon them by a new Law, In all Caſes that might 

happen afterwards, they would be obliged to determine ac- 

cording to your Explanation ; but in Caſes that had before 

occurred, they would in Conſcience be obliged to determine 

according to their own Opinion, even tho contrary to what 

you, ex poſt facto, declared to be yours. 

From hence, Sir, you may ſee, what a Multitude of 
Law-ſuits may be occaſioned, and what a monſtrous Expence 
may be brought upon the Subject by your delaying to ex- 
plain and remove the Doubt that hath ariſen, but for one 
Year longer. Surely it is our Duty to prevent Law. ſuits, 
and to do fo as ſoon as we can. The Trade of a Lawyer, 
no wiſe Nation will ever encourage; and the Trade too, of. 
Inn-keeping, Alehouſe-keeping, or retailing of Spiritous 
Liquors, does not, I think, deſerve all that Regard which 
ſeems to be ſhewn to it in this Debate. But ſhould we ſup- 
poſe, that they will always be at a great Loſs by furniſhing 
the Soldiers quartered upon them with Diet and Small-Beer, 
at the Rate of 4d. a Day, the Loſs will not fall upon them; - 
For by the Prices they charge they will oblige their other 
Cuſtomers to make it good; and therefore, if this Loſs were 
tc be looked on as a Tax, it could not be conſidered as a 
partial, or unequal Tax, but a Tax laid upon the whole Peo- 
ple; and it muſt either be no Tax at all, ora Tax as neceſ- 
y as any one that was ever impoſed. 

Gentlemen may cry, how! how! and ſeem ſurprized at 
what I have faid ; but if they will have a little Patience, 1 
{ball make it good. I repeat it again, Sir, that the obliging 
of Inn-keepers, and ſuch like, to furniſh Diet and Small-Beec 
to the Soldiers quartered upon them, mult either be no Loſs 
to, or Tax upon them, or upon any one elſe, or otherwiſe 
It muſt be as neceſſary a Tax as ever was impoſed in this 
Kingdom; and my Reaſon for ſaying ſo is this: If Provi- 
lions are ſo cheap, as they generally are, that an Inn keeper 
may furniſh Diet and Small-Beer to the Soldiers quartered 
upon him, for 4d. a Day, and have a reaſonable Profit to 
limſelf, then the obliging him to do ſo, can be no Tax upon 
tim or any Man elſe: On the other hand, if Proviſions 
ould happen at any particular Time, or in any * 
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and Small-Beer or the Soldiers quartered upon him, at the 
Rate of 4d, a Day, I am very ſure, the Soldier will not bo 
able to furniſh Diet and Small-Beer for himſelf at near thut 
Rate; becauſe an Inn-keeper who brews his own Small. 
Beer, and buys great Quantities of Meat at a time, will al. 
ways be able to ſell it at a much cheaper Rate than the $9. 
dier can purchaſe it in the ſmall Quantities he has occafion 
for, or can afford to buy at a time. But the Soldier has ng 
more than 4d. a Day to beſtow upon himſelf for Diet and 
Small-Beer, what then can he do? He muſt either ſtarve or 
ſteal, The former we cannot ſuppoſe he will do; and if x 
reat-Part of the Army ſhould be brought under the Neceſ. 
Py of living by Theft or Plundering, not only our Conf. 
tution, but the Property of every Man in the Kingdom 
would then be in the utmoſt Danger. | 
It has been ſaid in this Debate, that if our Soldiers can. 


not live upon 4d. a Day, we muſt augment their Pay; but 


let us conſider, Sir, that in moſt Parts of the Kingdom, and 
at moſt Times, a Soldier can live upon 4d. a Day; and if 
it ſhou!d be propoſed to proportion their Pay, according to 
the Times, and according to the Places in which they may 
be quartered, this cannot be done by Parliament: It mul 


de left to Miniſters, and this, in my Opinion, would be a 


more extenſive and a more dangerous Power, than any now 
lodged in the Crown. There is, therefore, no other way of 
ſubſiting your Army, in Time of Scarcity, which is ſeldom 
general, and never laſts long, than by obliging the Owners 
of Public-houſes to furniſh them with Diet and Smal!-Beer, 
at ſuch a Rate as their Pay will admit of, This I ſhall alloy 
is, in Times of Scarcity, a ſort of Tax upon the Owners of 
ſuch Houſes, or rather, as | have ſaid, upon their Cuſtomers; 
but as there is no other way of ſubſiſting your Army, at 
ſuch Times, it is abſolutely neceſſary, and will therefore, [ 
hope, be always patiently ſubmitted to. 

As for the Expedient found out in the Year of 1696 7, 
it was then made uſe ef, becauſe our Troops kept at home 
neither were, nor could be regularly paid; for ſurely, Sit, i 
will not be thought, that the So dier was to have 4d.a Dy 
from the Inn · kee per, beſides his Pay from the Government; 
but as the Army is now regularly paid, both their Subſiſtance 
Money and Arrears, we have no Occaſion for ſuch an Expe- 
dient; will be far from removing the Difficulty now under 
Conſideration ; for it will ſignify nothing to provide Fire 
and Utenſils for a Soldier to dreſs his Meat with, when be 
can get no Meat to dreſs, or none at the Price he is able to 


pay for it, which will often be the Caſe upon a March, and 
therefore, 


( 160 ). T4 
Anno 14, Geo Place, to be ſo dead, that the Inn · keeper cannot furniſh Diet 


p ( 161 ) - 
therefore, in the Year of 1696-7, the Proviſion in Favour of Anno14, Geo. 
{nn-holders was not extended to Soldiers upon a March; nor H. 1740. 
ought it, I think, now to be extended to Soldiers, even in the 
Places where they are appointed to reſide ; becauſe an Inn- 
holder, Alehouſe-keeper, or Victualler, can always furniſh a 
Soldier with Diet and Small-Beer at a cheaper Rate than he 
can furniſh himſelf, If he refuſes to do fo, it muſt proceed 
from mere Obſtinacy, or from an uncommon Dearth of Pro- 
viſions: In the former Caſe, be ought to be compelled ; and 
in the latter, he muſt be compelled, becauſe there is no other 
Way of providing for the Soldier's Subſiftence, and every 
Gentleman will admit, that while we have Soldiers, we muſt 
provide for their Subſiſtence, in Time of Scarcity as well as 
in Time of Plenty. In Times of Scarcity it may be a Loſs 
to the Inn-keeper, but, like many others, it is a Loſs which, 
for the ſake of the Public, muſt neceſſarily attend the Buſi- 
neſs he follows, and at no Lime it can be a Hardſhip, becauſe, 
as the Soldier is ſubject to Martial Law, that Law will 
aways make him not only reaſonable, but civil in his Quar- 


ters. 


B. 
SIR, 


J am ſurprized to hear Gentlemen ſo much as ſuppoſe, B. 
that aby Multitude of Law- ſuits can enſue from leaving this 
Act in the very Words it ſtands at preſent, and has ſtood for 
ſome Years. For my own Part, I do not pretend to any 
deep Learning in the Law, eſpecially in the Practical Part of 
it; and therefore I ſhould be glad to know, from ſome of 
thoſe Gentlemen who make that Study their Profeſſion, how 
any more than one Law-ſuit could be the Conſequence of our 
not explaining that Part of this Law, which is now ſaid to be 
goubtful. If any Suit be commenced for having this Queſ- 
tion determined, it muſt be brought, either by the Govern- 
ment, by way of Information, or by a Soldier, by way of Ac- 
tion of the Caſe upon the Statute, againit an Inn-keeper who 
had refuſed to furniſh him with Diet and Small-Beer, at 
the Rate of 4d. a Day; and can we ſuppoſe, that our Go- 
vernment, or rather our moſt excellent Miniſters, would be 
lo vexatious, as to bring ſeveral Informations, or to allow the 
Soldiers to bring ſeveral Actions, when one would be as ſuf- 
hcient as five hundred, for deciding the Queſtion in Diſpute, 
and for preventing all farther Doubt. Whatever Opinion 
the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt may have of our 
Miniſters, I am far from having ſo bad an Opinion of them ; 
and therefore, if we ſhould leave this Queſtion undecided, 
and the Army ſhould inſiſt upon its being decided by a Suit at 
Law, I am convinced, no more than one Law-ſuit could 
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Anno 14, Geo. from thence enſue; and the Event of that Suit, I believe, 
II. 1740. our [nn-keepers have no Reaſon to be afraid of, becauſe | 
cannot think, that a Law, which ſimply obliges me to re. 
ceive a Man into my Houſe, can be ſuppoſed by any impar. 
tial Man in the Kingdom to mean, that I ſhould be oblige 
likewiſe to maintain him. | F 
« But, Sir, if it ſhould be determined otherwiſe ; if our 
Judges ſhould be of Opinion, that the Law, as it now ſtands, 
obliges Inn-keepers and others to furniſh the Soldiers quar. 
tered upon them, with Diet and Small-Beer, at the Rate of 
4d. a Day, I ſhould then be for altering the Law as ſoon, 
poſſible ; becauſe, I think, it would lay a moſt grievous Tax 
upon the Owners of all our Public-houſes, a Tax which they 
they could not recover from their Cuſtomers, and a Tax 
which I think abſolutely unneceſſary, The furniſhing of therefc 
Soldiers with Lodging and Houſe-room is of itſelf fo trouble. he can 
ſome to Inn-keepers, that many of them give the Soldiers a has ne 
Shilling or Eighteen-pence a Week, to be entirely rid of as to 
their Company; and if you ſhould further oblige Inn- keep. Day, 1 
ers to furniſh the Soldiers with Diet and Small-Beer, Iam viſions 
perſuaded, moſt of our Inns would be glad to give the $ol. Honou 
diers Half a Crown or Three Shillings a Week, to provide in Tir 
themſelves ſomewhere elſe, rather than have Cuſtomers and fare as 
Travellers baniſhed away from their Houſe, by ſeeing it al. where: 
ways full of Soldiers. of the 
This, Sir, will be a moſt inſufferable Burden upon all afford 
Public-houſes ; and to ſuppoſe, that this Loſs would be made is very 
good by their raiſing their Prices to their Cuſtomers, is ſup- ments 
poſing againſt Reaſon and Experience : They cannot raiſe 2d. a | 
the Price of any Liquors they ſell, which is the principal can fit 


Part of their Profits; and if they ſhould make them worſe, make 
no Man would come to purchaſe or drink them. Even a, by clo 
to Eatables, the Market-Price is ſo well known, that they mould 
would be look'd upon as Extortioners, if they demanded : view. 
greater Profit than uſual, which would of courſe make all his H 
their Cuſtomers forſake the Houſe ; and I believe it will doldiei 
not be ſaid, that, even in the Times of the greateſt Plenty, Face, 
a Public- houſe could ſupport itſelf upon the Profits made by that, 
the Soldiers quartered upon it. kill th 

Now, Sir, with regard to the Neceſſity of impoſing this For t. 
Burden or Tax upon the Owners of thoſe Houſes, where were | 
Soldiers are by Law allowed to be quartered, the Honourable for the 


Gentleman has, I think, given us but two Reaſons for it, dier ei 
and both of them I take to be without Foundation. He ſays, for Di 
T hat the Owners of ſuch Houſes may buy cheaper than Sol- the F. 
diers can: Is there any Foundation for ſaying ſo ? May not vernm 


a Soldier buy as cheap at Market as his Landlord can ? — that t 
W 


C | 
when five or fix of them join together, as they uſually do, Anno 14, Geo 
may not they buy as large a Joint of Meat, or as great a II 2740. 
Quantity of Proviſions, as a common Houſe-keeper does for | 
his Family ? Sir, they will buy cheaper for themſelves, than 
their Landlord can for them : We know what a Difference 
there is between the Prices of different Joints of the ſame 
ſort of Meat, or between the ſeveral Species of the ſame 
kind of Proviſions. When Soldiers buy for themſelves, 
they will be contented with the coarſeſt and cheapeſt ſort ; 
when their Landlord buys for them, they will inſiſt upon 
Aving the fineſt and deareſt, 

« The other Reaſon aſſigned by the Honourable Gentle- 
man for the Neceſſity he pleads for, is, that in Times of 
Scarcity, a Soldier cannot ſubſiſt upon 4d. a Day, and muſt 
therefore be ſubſiſted by his Landlord at that Price, becauſe 
he can afford no more. Both theſe Facts, Sir, I deny. There 
has never been, that I know of, ſuch a Scarcity in England, 
as to make it impoſſible for a Man to ſubſiſt upon 4d. a 
Day, if he contented himſelf with the coarſeſt ſort of Pro- 
viſions; bat the Truth of the Matter, I believe, is, the 
Honourable Gentleman and his Friends have a Mind, that 
in Times of Scarcity Soldiers ſhould feed as delicately, and 
fare as well, as they can do in Times of the greateſt Plenty: 
whereas I am for their being made ſenſible of the Diſtreſſes 
of their Country. I likgrviſe deny, Sir, that a Soldier can 
afford no more than 4d. 4 Day for Diet and Small-Beer. It , 
is very well known, that the Soldiers in our Marching-Regi- 
ments are paid 61, a Day by the Government; and why 
2d. a Day ſhould be with-held from a poor Soldier's Pay, I 
can find no Reaſon, unleſs it be, that the Colonel ſhould 
make ſuch a profitable Contract, as to get 1000 or 1500], 
by cloathing his Regiment, and that all the poor Fellows 
mould appear clean ſhaved, and well powdered at a Re- 
view, For my Part, I think a Man without any Powder in 
his Hair, and even with a long Beard, may look as like a 
Soldier, and do his Buſineſs as well, as a Man with a Smock - 
Face, and powdered Locks; and therefore I muſt think, 
that, of late Years, our Army has been deſigned rather to 
kill the Ladies, than to kill the Enemies of their Country : 
For this Reaſon, I am of Opinion, that if our Soldiers 
were put to no greater Expence than is abſolutely neceſſary 
for their appearing like Soldiers, and not like Beaus, a So!. 
dier even of a Marching Regiment might ſpare 5d. a Day 
for Diet and Small-Beer ; and with reſpect to the Soldiers of 
the Foot-Guards, as they are paid 8d. a Day by the Go- 
vernment, I am ſurprized to hear it ſo much as infinuated, 
that they caanot ſpare above 4d. a Day for Diet and Small- 

Y 3 Beer ; 
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Anno 4, Geo Beer ; yet no Difference is, I find, to be made between ths 
% Soldiers of Marching-Regiments, and thoſe of the Foe. 
| / Guards, tho? the latter can certainly afford to pay more for 


Diet and Small Beer than the former; and tho“ the latter 
are generally quartered in Weſtminſter, and about Londen, 
where Honſe-rent and Proviſtons are always dearer than in 
Country Places, or Cities remvte from London. 
« Thus, Sir, I hope I have ſhewn, that, by the Clauſe 
now offered, a moſt heavy additional Tax would be laid upon 
the Owners of our Public-houfes ; that it is a Tax Wied 
they could not oblige their Cuſtomers to bear an bach 
and that it is a moſt unneceſſary Tax, beeauſe Soldiers may 
rovide for themſelves not only in Times of Plenty, but even 
in Times of Scarcity, unleſs that Scarcity ſhould be ſo very 
extraordinary, as has ſeldom or never happened, and ought 
not therefore to be made a Foundation for a general and 
ſtanding Regulation, which will at all Times be a Grievance 
upon a great Part of the People, and which may probably 
diminiſh the Number of our Public-houſes, ſo as to make 
the Building of Barracks, or the Quartering of Soldiers 
ppon private Houſes, abſolutely neceſſary.” | 


8. 


SIR, 


As moſt of the Arguments made Uſe of againſt the 
Clauſe, now offered to you, have been founded upon a Sup. 
es that the Law, as it ſtands at preſent. does not oblige 

nn-keepers and others, upon whom Soldiers may be law. 
fully quartered, to furniſh them with Diet and Small-Beer, 
1 hal} beg leave to ſhew you, that the Law is otherwiſe, and 
that what is now offered, is nothing but an Explanation, and 
Enforcement of what has been Law ever fince we had ſuch 
an Act as a Mutiny-Act in this Kingdom. 

« Sir, in order to find out the Meaning of the Law as it 
now ſtands, we muſt not look to the Clauſe for obliging the 
Owners of Public-houſes to receive the Soldiers lawlully 
quartered upon them, becauſe that Clauſe was but lately in- 
troduced, and muſt be explained by the other Clauſes in'the 
Bill; but we muſt conſider what was avtiently meant by the 
Term Quartering ; and if we conſider what was antiently 
meant by Quartering, we muſt conelude, that the Owners of 
private Houſes, as well as public, were obliged to furniſh the 
Soldiers quartered upon them with every thing Meceſlary, 


according to thoſe Rules which were preſcribed by the, 


Commanders of the Troops ſo quartered.” Before the Re- 
Roration, we had no ſuch Thing as an Army, or any regula! 
Provps, but in Time of War; and then, I believe, it * 
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be allowed, that the Commanders were the only Judges, Anno 14, Ce- 


how their Soldiers were to be treated by thoſe upon whom 


they were quartered. If they had ready Money where. 


withal to pay their Soldiers, they generally ordered them to 


pay ready Money for what they had but if they could not 


pay their Soldiers, the Perſons upon whom they were quar- 
tered were then obliged to furniſh them, not only with Lod 

ing, but alſo with Diet and Small-Beer, and to bring their 
Accounts in to the Public, in order to receive Satisfaction. 
This was the Practice in Time of War, before the Reſtora- 


rion ; but as we began ſoon after that Period to keep regular 


Troops in continual Pay, and as the Officers of theſe Troops 
began to practiſe in Time of Peace, what had been formerly 
practiſed in Time of War, therefore, towards the latter End 
of King Charles IId's Reign, that Law which has been men- 
tioned was made, by which it was enacted, That Soldiers 
ſhould not be quartered upon any Houſe whatſoever, without 
the Conſent of the Owner.” From the Revolution to the 
Year 1692, the Nation was in a State of War, and probably 
this Law was not obſerved ; but the Tranquillity of the Na- 
tion being entirely reftored, a new Law was made for regu- 
lating the Quaztering of Soldiers, and for confining it with- 
in certain legal Bounds, without leaving it to the Diſcretion 
of any military Officer whatſoever, 

By that Law, Sir, the Conſtable and other Civil Offi- 
cers were empowered to quarter or billet Soldiers upon Pub. 
lic-houſes, and upon them only, and therefore had the ſame 
Power granted them by Law, which the commanding Officers 
of the Troops had formerly aſſumed againſt Law; that is to 
ſay, by their billeting of Soldiers upon Public-houſes, they 
gave them a Right to inſiſt not only upon Lodging, but upon 
Diet and Small-Beer, for what they could afford for it out of 
their Pay; and if they received no Pay, then the Houſes 
upon which they were guartered were to keep an Account, 
and to bring their Accounts in to the Public, in order to re- 
ceive Satisfaction; and to prevent all Diſputes between the 
Soldiers and their Landlords, the Juſtices of the Peace were 
ordered and empowered to ſettle the Rates of all ſuch Provi- 
lions, as were furniſhed by the Landlords, That this was the 
Meaning of thoſe, who firſt gave the Conſtables a legal 
Power to quarter Soldiers : That by Quartering they intend- 
ed, that Soldiers ſhould have Entertainment, as well as Lodg- 
ing, at the Houſes where they were ſo quartered, is, I think, 
plain, from their limiting that Power to Public-houſes only; 
for if they had intended, that Soldiers ſhould have nothing 
but Lodging, at the Houſe were they were quartered, they 
would certainly have given the Conſtable Power to —— 


II. 1740. 
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Anno 14, Geo. Soldiers upon all Houſes that lett Lodgings, as well as upon 


Inn. keepers, Victuallers, and other ſuch Houſes, And the 
Clauſe inſerted in the Mutiny Act, paſſed in the Year 1696, 
makes it evident, that it was then ſuppoſed, that the Owners 
of Public-houſes were by the Law, as it ſtood before, obliged 
to furniſh the Soldiers with Diet and Small-Beer ; for if this 
had not been ſuppoſed, there would have been no Occafion 
for inſerting a Clauſe, That Inn keepers ſhould not be 


' obliged to provide Meat, or any other Victuals, for any Sol. 


dier legally quartered upon them, if they ſhou'd give or ten- 
der to ſuch Soldiers 4d. a Day for their Subſiſtence in Meat 
only, beſides Candle, and the Uſe of their Fire for dreſſing 
Meat.“ | | 
How that 4d. a Day was ch be repaid to the Inn-keey. 
ers, who did advance it to the Soldiers, I do not know ; for 
there is no Ciauſe in the Act for ordering or regulating the 
Repayment of it; but even ſuppoſe it was duly and regularly 


. repaid, it was harder upon the Inn-keepers, than what is 


now propoſed ; and yet I never heard, that it diminiſhed the 
Number of our Public-houſes, or that any Inn-keeper or 
Victualler gave up his Buſineſs upon that Account; and 
therefore, if the tame Clauſe were to be revived, we ſhould 
have no Reaſon to apprehend any ſuch Conſequence from it. 
But, as our Army is now regularly paid, we have no Occaſion 
to oblige the Owners of Public houſes to advance any Mo- 
ney to the Soldiers quartered upon them, or to give any 
long Credit to ſuch Soldiers. They are now, they have for 


ſeveral Years been, obliged to receive the Soldiers lawfully 


quartered upon them. In this Clauſe, the Word receive 
mult certainly relate to, and be explained by the Werd 
quartered ; and if by quartering be meant the furniſhing of a 
Soldier with Diet and Small-Beer, as well as Lodging, the 
Owners of the Houſes where Soldiers are Jawfully quartered, 
are already by Law obliged to do ſo. In this Senſe the Law 
has been always, till very lately, interpreted: it has for ma- 
ny Years been the -Cuſtom to furniſh the Soldiers with Diet 
and Small-Beer, as well as Lodging, at the Houſes where 
they are quartered, and at ſuch Rates as they were able to 
pay. This, I ſay, has for many Years been a continued Cul- 
tom; anda Cuſtom founded on Law makes Law: At leaſt, 
Cuſtom is the belt Interpreter of Law, and ſometimes puts a 
Meaning upon the Words of a Law different from what at 

firit View they ſeem to bear. | 
This being the Caſe, Sir, what are we now to do? We 
are not to alter the Law, or to eſtabliſh any new Regulztion; 
we are only toexplain and enforce what has been Law for al- 
moit theie forty Years; and this we are obliged _ by, 2 
| | | oudt 
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Doubt which ſome People have been lately pleaſed to raiſe, Anno 14, Ceb. 
I think, without any Foundation, in order to prevent People's II. 27%. 
expoſing themſelves to Law-ſuits and Penalties ; for by the CLW WY. 
Law, as it ſtands now, the Owner of a Public-houſe that re- 

fuſes to receive any Soldier lawfully quartered upon him, is 

to be fined by the Juſtices, in a Sum not exceeding 51. nor 

under 40s. and conſequently, if by receiving be meant the 

furniſhing of ſuch Soldier with Lodging, Diet and Small- 

Beer, at 4d a Day, every Innkeeper that ſhall refuſe to do fo, 

ſubjecis himielf to that Penalty, and the Juſtices muſt fine 

him, if the Soldier or any other Perſon comes to make the 

Complaint. | | 

« I ſhall grant, Sir, that this Doubt, which has been ſo 
groundleſsly raiſed, might be determined by one ſingle Law- 
ſuit; but, in the mean Time, a great Number of People 
would ſubje&t themſelves to the Penalties of the Law, and 
the Determination of the Queſtion in Diſpute would not free 
them from thoſe Peralties, but on the contrary would en. 
courage People to proſecute. Suppoſe a Law-ſuit were 
commenced againſt ſome Inn-keeper that had refuſed to fur- 
niſh the Soldiers, lawfully quartered upon him, with Diet and 
Sinall-Beer at a Groat a Day; that Law-ſuit could not in 
ſeveral Months be brought to a Concluſion; in the mean 
Time many other Inn-keepers would reſuſe in the ſame 
Manner; for molt Men are apt to think themſelves in the 
right, and to hope that the Queſtion in Diſpute will be de- 
termined in their Favour, Then ſuppoſe that, upon the E- 
yent of this Law-ſuit, it ſhould be determined, that Inn-kee 
ers and others are by the Law, as it ſtands at preſent, obli- 
ged to furniſh the Soldiers, lawfully quartered upon them, with 
Diet and Small-Beer at 4d. a Day, and that every Man who 
refuſes, ſubjects himſelf to the Penalty of the Law, which, as I 
have ſaid, is a Fine to be impoſed by any one Juſtice of the 
Peace, before whom the Complaint is made, of 40s. or ſome 
greater Sum not exceeding 51 In this Caſe, every Inn keep- 
er who, during the Controverſy, had refuſed to furniſh the 
Soldiers lawfully quartered upon him, with Diet and Small- 
Beer, would be liable to the Penalty, and to be proſecuted for 
it before the next Jultice of Peace, 

We may from hence ſee, Sir, what a Number of Proſe- 
cutions this would occaſion ; for, as this Complaint might be 
made either by the Soldier, or by any other Perſon whatſo- 
ever; and as the Juſtice of Peace, upon a full Proof, mult 
fine in at leaſt 408. a Proſecution would certainly be brought 
againſt every Man that had incurred the Penalty, cither by 
the Soldier that had been refuſed what he had by Law a 
Right to demand, or by ſame envious Neighbeur, or Rival 
Tradeſman, 
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Tradeſman. 


01 Geo J therefore think, that what is now * 
*7 17.40- cannot in Charity be refuſed, in order to prevent = them 
WY WW expoſing themſelves to Penalties, which, in my Opinjon, they 
pn would certainly be recovered againſt them. 4 2 
. eithe! 
Sir John Barnard. ** 
S1R, gu IRIS ney te 
Sir John © The Honourable Gentlemen who have appeared It ca 
Barnard. Advocates for this Clauſe, ſeem to ſhew a great Conca pre ve 
for preventing the People's involvin themſelves in Lay. that 
ſuits; and I muſt fay, they are taking a very effeftw] Clauf 
Method for doing it; for if what they propoſe ſhould paſs tlema 
into a Law, the People that are to be affected by it will Inn. 
ſoou have nothing to contend for, which, I ſhall grant, is 2 whol 
mot effectual Method for preventing their being involved in any, 
any Law-ſuit whatever. When the People are utterly un- but it 
done, I ſhall admit, that this Clauſe will have the Effe& of tainly 
preventing their being afterwards involved in any Law-uit duct 
but till then, it will have a quite contrary Effect; but if you that l 
oblige the Owners of Public-houſes to furniſh the: Saldiers for 0 
quartered upon them with reaſonable Provifions, or with 15 nov 
Diet and Small-Beer, under any Penalty to be recovered be- the 8. 
fore one or more Jultices of the Peace, there will be perpetual 8d, ſo 
Diſputes between them about what is called reaſonable Prori- princi 
ſions, or reaſonable Diet and Small-Beer. The Soldier will * 
carry his Complaint before ſome Juſtice whom he knows to leaſt | 
be in his Intereſt: The Juſtice will probably fine the Landlord; 2 I 
and the latter will certainly ſeek Relief againſt what he thinks vided 
an unjuſt Sentence, either by Appeal to the Quarter Seſlions, they 1 
or ſome more expenſive Method. Thus, Sir, the Owners [earne 
of our Public-bouſes will at laſt be eat up, either by the Sol. Practi 
diers or the Lawyers; and till then, the Clauſe now pro- know 
Poſed will create, inſtead of preventing Law Suits, tinued 
This, Sir, will certainly be the Conſequence, if you ky that t 
Inn- keepers and others under an expreſs Obligation to fur- ever T 
niſh the Soldiers quartered upon them with Diet and Small- been 
Beer at 4d. a Day. Without any ſuch Obligation they will ry Sia 
always do ſo, when the Soldiers are contented with what cen much ; 
be furniſhed at that Price; they will even furniſh a lire Wl e. 
more, or better than what can be afforded at that Price, in that t. 
order to make the Soldiers eaſy in their Quarters; and the The t. 
Soldier will be ſatisfied with what his Landlord provides for i en 
him, becauſe he knows, his Landlord lies under no Obligz- todo { 
tion to provide for him, and that he cannot provide for him- ce, | 
ſelf ſo well; bur if you lay the Landlord under an-expreh ithou 
Obligation, he will never be able to ſatisfy the Soldiers quar- "Is 


tered upon him, unleſs ke ruins himſelf by providing for 
them 


f 
them 2 great deal better than can be afforded for the Price Anno 14, Geg. 
they are Able to pay. If he does not, there will be conti- 11-2749. 
nual Complaints againſt him, and thus he muſt be ruined 
either by giving the Soldiers much more than he can afford, 
in order to prevent their Complaints, or by giving his Mo- 
ney to Lawyers for defending him againſt theſe Complaints. 
It cannot therefore be ſaid, that this Clauſe is calculated for 
preventing Lawſuits, and it is ſomething very ſtrange to ſay, 
that what is now propoſed is not ſo great a Hardſhip as the 
Clauſe enacted in the Year 1696-7. 1 hope the learned Gen- 
tleman does not think, that the Money then advanced by 
[nn-keepers was never repaid: If this be inſiſted on, the 
whole Act muſt be read, in order to ſee whether there was 
any, and what Proviſion for the Repayment of that Money 
but it will not, I believe, be inſilled on: The whole was cer. 
tainly repaid by the Government as ſoon as poſlible, and de- 
ducted aut of the Pay due to the reſpective Regiments. By „ 
that Law, therefore, the Landlord only lay out of his Money 
far a ſhort while, but loſt no Part of the Principal: By what 
is now propoſed, he is to be obliged to furniſh Proviſions to 
the Soldiers for 4d. a Day, which coſt him perhaps 6d. or 
8d, ſo that he will certainly loſe 50 or 100 per Cent. of his 
principal Money; and that without ſo much as a Hope of 
reaping the leaſt Advantage. Can this, Sir, be ſaid to be the 
leaſt Hardſhip ? Is it poſſible for any Man to think ſo? 

© I ſhall grant, Sir, that Inn-keepers have generally pro- 

vided for the Soldiers quartered upon them, at ſuch Prices as 
they were able to pay; but I was ſurprized to hear the 
learned Gentleman ſay, that this Practice made Law. The 
Practice in Courts of Record may ſometimes make Law: I 
know it is generally look'd upon as ſuch when it has con- 
inued the ſame for a very long Time; but will it be ſaid, 

| that the Practice between a Landlord and his Soldier can 
ever make Law ? It is at preſent a Practice, and it has long 
been a Cuſtom in Southwark, among thoſe who keep Live- 

| ry Stables, to give the Dragoons quartered upon them ſo 

| much a Week to provide Stabling for their Horſes ſomewhere 

| ele, Will any one ſay, that this Practice has made Law, or 

that the Owners of theſe Stables are now obliged to do fo ? 

e 

r 


The furniſhing of Soldiers with Diet and Small-Beer has 
been practiſed by the Inn-keepers, becauſe they were able 
to do ſo; but by this Clauſe you will put an End to the Prac- 
uce, becauſe you will render it impoſſible for them to do fo 
Without ruining themſelves. 

Ido not pretend, Sir, to be a Lawyer, but I have con- 
verſed with ſome that are, and from them I have often 


heard, that penal Statutes are to be ſtrictly interpreted: If ſo, 
vor. VII. 1 1 


E 


Anno 14, Geo I am ſure no Court in the Kingdom would think itſelf em. 


IL 1740. 
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powered to fine” an Inn-keeper, for not furniſhing Diet and 
Small-Beer to the Soldiers quartered in his Houſe, by Virtue 
of that Clauſe which inflicts a Penalty upon thoſe that ſhall 
refuſe to receive a Soldier lawfully quartered or billetted upon 
him. Even ſuppoſe it ſhould be herezfier determined, upon 
the Event of a Law-ſuit, that receiving, means, furniſhi 

with Diet and Small-Beer, which Iam perſuaded it never will, 
yet no judge, I believe, would venture to fine a Man u 

ſuch a forced and far-fetched Conſtruction, eſpecially if the 
Refuſal had preceded that Conſtruction's being put upon the 
Word by any proper Authority. We have therefore ng 
Cauſe to fear, that a Multiplicity of Law-ſuits or Proſecu- 
tions will be the Conſequence of our refuſing the Clauſe 
now offered; and if the Law ſhould be left ſtanding as it is at 
preſent, I believe, the Inn-keepers have as little Reaſon to 
fear, that, upon the Event of a Law-ſuit, the Queſtion will 


be determined againſt them. But if it ſhould, it would then 


be high Time to alter the Law; for it would certainly be 
very hard to give the Soldier a Power of obliging his Land- 
lord to furniſh him at 4d. a Day when Proviſions happen to 
be dear, and a Liberty to furniſh himſelf when Proviſions 
happen to be cheap. | 

I ſhall admit, Sir, that it may ſometimes be very hard for 
Soldiers to live upon 4d. a Day, and, as Things are manig- 
ed, I believe, they have very little more to ſpend. At 
ſuch Times they muſt content themſelves with coarſe Fare. 
But at all Times they may ſubſiſt upon 4d. a Day. They 
generally do at a much cheaper Rate, becauſe half a Do- 
zen or a Dozen of them uſually meſs together, and buy 
large Quantities of Proviſions at a Time. The. Marines 
did ſo at Southampton; and there, I know, they ſubfiſted 
themſelves plentifully for leſs than 4d. a Day, tho' that 
Country is far from being the cheapeſt in this Kingdom, nor 
was that a Time of any extraordinary Plenty. I can there- 
fore ſee no Neceſſity for the Clauſe propoſed, which I take 
to be a new and a very extraordinary Regulation ; and as [ 
think it ſhould ſubje& the Public-houſes in the Kingdom to 
great Hardſhips, and might be made a Handle for deſtroy- 
ing the Liberties of the People, I muſt give my Negative to 
its being made a Part of this Bill. 


D. 


S1R, | 
« As I was in the Service in King William's Reign, and 
very well remember the Circumſtances the Army was 1 


when the Mutiny-AQ, which has been ſo often mentiont 
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in this Debate, was paſſed, I think it incumbent upon me t 14, Geo; 
17.49. 


to give you the Reaſon for inſerting that Clauſe, which gave 
in Option to Inn-keepers to furniſh the Soldiers quartered 
upon them, with Diet and Small-Beer, or to pay them 4d. 
a Day. In that Reign, Sir, the Government was far from 
being ſo fluſh of Money as it has been ſince, The Revolu- 
tion being in its Infancy, there was but very little public 
Credit; for People had not forgot the ſhutting up of the 
Exchequer in King Charles's Reign; and therefore, even 
after the Parliament had granted a Fund, it was very difficult 
to borrow Money upon it, ſo that the Government was very 
often without Money, and our Troops here at Home were 


ſometimes for ſeveral Months without Pay. I remember 


the Regiment I was in was called up to London upon the 
Aſſaſſination Plot in the Year 1696, when we had been for 
eight Months without any Pay, and at laſt we were paid in 
Exchequer-Bills, which it was very difficult to get changed 
into Money, in order to divide it among the Soldiers. 

I do not know, Sir, what the Meaning of the Law was 
at that Time, or what it is now, for the Clauſes relating to 
the Quartering of Soldiers are now pretty much the ſame 
they were then ; but I very well remember, that the Houſes 
upon which we were quartered, never refuſed to furniſh the 
Soldiers with Diet and Small-Beer, and it was then abſo- 
lutely neceſſary they ſhould do ſo, becauſe the Soldiers, and 
even many of the Officers, had no Money to go to Market 
with, and could not therefore provide for themſelves, But 
as many of the Inn-holders found great Inconveniencies in 
farniſhing and dreſſing Victuals for the Soldiers, eſpecially 
when they had their Houſes crowded with other Company, 
and as this occaſioned ſome Murmuring, the Parliament re- 
ſolved to give them all poſſible Relief, and for this Purpoſe 
that Clauſe was inſerted, which gave an Option to the Inn- 
holder, either to provide Victuals for the Soldiers, or to give 
them 4d. a Day to provide for themſelves. If they furniſhed 
Vituals they brought in each reſpective Man's Account? if 
they gave Money, they brought in an Account of what they 
had advanced, and to whom; all which Accounts were ſet- 
tled by the Commanding Officer, before the Regiment, 
Troop, or Company left the Place where they quartered, 
nd theſe Accounts became a Debt upon the Government, and 
vere reckoned as Part of the Regiment's Pay. But it cannot 
be ſaid that the Inn-holders loſt nothing by this Method; for 
the Money they advanced was ſometimes a long while be- 
fore it was repaid; and as the poor Inn-holders could 
not always wait.ſo long for their Payment, they were often 
.iged to ſell their Demands upon the Government at a 
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| Anno 14, Geo, very great Diſcount , which is far from being the Cafv' at yet Cc 
II. 1740. preſent. £ the L 
Having thus, Sir, given you an Account of the Cireum. never 

ſtances of the Army, and of the Practice in King William! racks 

Time, I muſt defire, that Gentle men would conſider what an Liber 


Inconvenience would enſue, if it ſhould be ſuppoſed, that no Differ 
Inn-keeper is obliged to furniſh Diet and Small-Beer to the venier 
Soldiers quartered upon him, and if, at the fame Time, we ſo eaf 
ſhould, by any Misfortune or Accident, be reduced to the Cir. and th 
cumſtances we were in during King William's Reign: In my, b 
that Reign if Inn-keepers had ſuppoſed they were not obli: Trooj 
ged to ſurniſh the Soldiers with any Thing but Houſe-room foh f 
and a Bed, I am ſure, the Troops, kept here at home, muſt Kingd 
either have ſtarved, or lived by Plunder ; and as public Cre. racks 
dit is of a very precarious Nature, we ſhould be extremely the D 
c2utious of eſtabiiſhing or propagating any Maxim that would them, 
be attended with great Inconveniences, and even Danger, in one M 
caſe our public Credit ſhow!d fail fo, as to make it impoſſible [relan 
for our Government to pay the Iroops kept at home punc. there : 
tually and regularly. | Thing 
What the Lawyers may mean, Sir, by Quarters, I am all to | 
no Judge of; but among Soldiers we generally mean by erectec 
Quarters, the Place where we are to have both Bed and cauſe 1 
Board for our Money, in cafe we find it neceſſary to inf fore, a 
upon having both; and when we are ſent to live upon any if Bart 
Country, without being obliged to pay Money for what we the Cc 
have, we call it Free Quarters, which is certainly a very ſtartlec 
great Oppreſhon, and is teidom practiſed, but in an Enemy's free as 
Country; but J cannot think it any great Oppreſſion to they u 
oblige thoſe, who keep Houſes of Entertainment, to enter. they \ 
tain Soldiers, upon their paying duly for what they have : which 
It is really abſolutely neceſſary upon many Occaſions, be- their | 
cauſe Soldiers are often quartered round a Country, fo that Fc 
many of them are far from any Market-Town; and as they be the 
maſt be always at their Quarters, and ready at a Call, it is bad Ef 
impoſſible for them to repair daily to the next Market- goed o 
Town, to buy Proviſions for themſelyes. Upon a March quarte! 
too, it will often be im poſſible for the Soldiers to provide for Quarte 
themſelves ; and therefore, the providing for Soldiers upon provide 
a March, was made an Exception to the Option allowed to Upon 1 
Inn-keepers by the Law in 1696. ab'e to 
As to the Inconveniencies and Dangers we have been better ſ 
frighten'd with in this Debate, they do not at all affect me, abe to 
decauſe I take them to be all chimerical. Even Barracks, Deman 
which are here made ſuch a Bugbear of, are not in the lealt Magilt 


frightfal to me, tho? [ have as great a Regard for the Liberties Funk | 


of my Country as any Gentleman in this Houſe, I could never las no 
| yet 
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t conceive how Barracks can be thought iaconfiſtent with 
he Liberties of the People ; for an Army of true Engliſh will 
never be dangerous to Liberty, whether in Quarters or in Bar- 
:acks; and an Army of Foreigners would be as dangerous to 
Liberty in Quarters as they could be in Barracks. The only 
Difference is, that an Army in Quarters is much more incon- 
venient and troubleſonie to the People, and the Soldiers not 
ſo eaſily kept to their Duty, as when they are in Barracks; 
and therefore, not only as a Friend to Diſcipline in the Arz 
my, but as a Friend to the People, I ſhould chuſe to have our 
Troops always lodged in Barracks, when there is no Occa- 
foh for having them in a Camp. But the People of this 
Kingdom have been taught to aſſociate the Idea of Bar- 
racks and Slavery fo cloſe together, that, like Darkneſs and 
the Devil, tho' there be no Manner of Connexion between 
them, yet they cannot ſeparate them, nor think of the 
one without thinking at the ſame Time of the other. In 
lreland it was the ſame, when Barracks were firſt erected 
there: The People confidered Barracks as the moſt hideous 
Things that could be thought of; they imagined they were 
all to de downright Slaves as ſoon as theſe Barracks were 


Anno 14, Gees 
TE 1740, 


erected ; yet now, they are perfectly reconciled to them, be- 


cauſe they find they are rather more free than they were be- 
fore, and the Troops much leſs troubleſome to them. And 
if Barracks were erected in this Kingdom, I am convinced 
the Conſequence would be the ſame: The People might be 
fartled a little at firſt ; but they would ſoon find themſelves as 
free as before, and much leſs incumbered with Soldiers than 
they were when the Army was quartered upon them ; and 
they would from thence learn to ſeparate thoſe two Ideas 
which are now, without any Reaſon, ſo cloſely connected in 
their Minds. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, if the building of Barracks ſhould 
be the Effet of what is now propoſed, I ſhould think it no 
bad Effect: I am preſuaded the People would find it a very 
goed one. But, till Barracks are built, the Soldiers muſt be 
quartered, and as it often happens, and whilſt they are in 
Quarters mult often happen, to be impoſſible for them to 
provide for themſelves, they mult be provided for by thoſe 
vp2n whom they are quartered, at ſuch Prices as they are 
able to pay. If they ſhould demand a greater Quantity, or a 
better ſort of Victuals than can be afforded for what they are 
able to pay, the Landlord is not obliged to comply with their 
Demands, nor is the Soldier, or his Officer, but the Civil 
Magiſtrate, to be the judge; becauſe, if the Soldier ſhould 
funk himſelf not ſufficiently ſupplied by his Landlord, he 
das no Redreſs but by a Complaint to the neighbouring 

| | Jultices 


Ann d 14, Geo Juſtices of Peace, and they only are to be Judges between 


Mr. Pulte ney. pla 
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him and his Landlord. From hence, I think, it is evident, 


tac this Clauſe can be attended with no Oppreſſion, Extor. 


tion, or Exaction; and as it is in many Cafes abſolutely 
neceſſary, I therefore hope it will be agreed to. RY 


Mr. pulteney. 


SIX, ; | 
We are obliged to the Honoutable Gentleman far ex. 
ning to us the Meaning and the Reaſon of the Clauſe in 
King William's Time, whereby Landlords were obliged to 
furniſh the Soldiers with Meat and other Victuals, or to give 
them 4d. a Day to furniſh themſelves. The Neceſſities of 
our Government, the Barenneſs of our Exchequer, the low 
State of Public Credit, made it abſolutely neceſſary for our 
Parliament at that Time to agree to ſuch an oppreſſive Ex. 
pedient: But that very Expedient ſhews, that we ought not 
to agree to what is now propoſed ; it ſhews that when Sol. 
diers have ready Money, they may provide for themſelves ; 
and therefore, now they have ready Money, we ought not to 
oblige their Landlords to provide for them. We may, it is 
true, Sir, be again reduced to the ſame Neceſſities we laboured 
under in King William's Reign: A waſteful Miniſter, who 
thinks of nothing but the Period of his own Adminiſtration, 
may ſweep the Exchequer clean ; and if we take no Care to 
pay off, in Time of Peace, the Debts we are obliged to contra 
in Time of War, our public Credit muſt at laſt fink as low 
as ever. If Miniſters in Time of Peace convert to the current 
Service, thoſe Funds that were ſet apart for paying off our 
Debts, m order to conceal from the People their Prodigality, 
or the needleſs Expences they put the Nation to, People will 
begin to foreſee the Diſtreſs we muſt be drove to, as ſoon 
as a heavy War happens; and thoſe that are wiſe, will begin 
in Tims to draw their Fortunes out of our public Funds. 
This will diminifh by Degrees our public Credit, and at laſt, 
when we have the greateſt Occaſion for it, we ſhall probably 
have none left. Theſe fatal Circumſtances we ſhould take 
care to prevent by our good Conduct; but ſurely, the Dan- 
ger of our falling into theſe Circamſtances can be no Reaſon 
for ſubjecting any Part of the People to ſuch Hardſhips, as 
can be juſtified by nothing but ſuch Neceſſities. 544 
« I ſay, Sir, ſuch Hardſhips as can be juſtified by nothing 
but ſuch Neceſſities : But in the preſent Caſe I muſt go far. 
ther; I muſt ſay, that what is now propoſed, can be juſtified 
by no Nece ſſity. It is a Hardſhip to oblige a free-born Sub- 
je& to receive a Lodger into his Houſe, whether he will ot 
no; but it is an inſuffrrable Hardſhip to oblige him to * 
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znd dreſs Victuals fgr his Lodger, whether he will or no, and Anno 14, Geo. 
ita Price too, which he does not approve of. This, Sir, is II. 17 40 
z Hardſhip, which the Parliament would not, we find, agree 

to, even in the Year 1696, notwithſtanding the Neceſſities 

our Government was then under ; and the Exception then 

mide, with, regard to Soldiers upon a March, was not be- 

cauſe the Soldiers could not provide for themſelves, if they 

had been furniſhed with ready Money, but becaule they were 

to break faſt at one Place, dine at another, and ſup at a third, 

and the Proportion to be advanced in ready Money for each 

Meal, rather than furniſh them with it, could not be adjuſted 

by Parliament. | 

But this of providing and dreſſing Victuals for the Sol- 
diers, we are told, cannot be ſuppoſed to be a Hardſhip, be- 
cauſe it has been practiſed, and [nn-keepers have ſubmitted 
to it for forty ' Years paſt, Sir, whilſt we had but 10 or 
12,000 Men of regular Troops in the Kingdom, moſt of our 
[nn-keepers ſubmitted willingly to this Hardſhip becauſe 
they were but ſeldom expoſed to it, and when they happen- 
ed to be ſo, they could bear the Expence and Trouble, be- 
caule they had but few Soldiers quartered upon them ; but 
now we have near 40,000 regular Troops within the King- 
dom, the Hardſhip is ſo frequent and ſo heavy, that it is im- 
pcilibic tor them to bear it. The moſt proper Method, there- 
fore, tor having this Practice continued, is to diminiſh the 
Number of your Troops kept at home, and this, I hope, will 
very ſoon be done; for if this War continues, I hope a 
great Part of our Land-Army will be ſent out to attack 
the Enemy; and if the War ſhould be ended by an honour- 
able Treaty, for by no other Sort of Treaty it can be ended, 
however it may be ſuſpended, I hope his Majeſty, out of his 
paternal Affection to his People, will diſband a great Part of 
us Army, even tho' the Parliament ſhould not defire it; for 
little expect, in my Time, to ſee a Parliament deſiring any 
Thing that may ſeem to be diſagreeable to a Miniſter. 

* The Practice in Times paſt is therefore, Sir, no Proof, 
that the providing and dreſſing Victuals for the Soldiers is 
bo Hardſhip upon thoſe, who ſubmitted to it, whilſt it was 
no heavier than they could bear; and as little is it a Proof, 
that the Meaning of the Law is ſuch, as a learned Gentle. 
man has been pleaſed to repreſent ; or that the obliging Inn- 
keepers by Law to do what they have done without Law, 
Would be attended with no Inconvenience. It is this very 
Thing, that has made it poſſible for them to do ſo. It is 
their not being obliged to provide Victuals for the Soldiers 
quartered upon them, that has enabled them to provide ; be- 
ule the Soldiers contented themſelves with a little _ a 
4 than 
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Anno 14, Geo than they could afford for the Money: If you lay them ur- 
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der a legal Obligation to do ſo, the Soldiers will pot be 
ſo eaſily ſatisfied, They are not now eafily ſatisfied: | 
myſelf ſaw once in travelling, a very good Dinner dreſſin 

at an Inn in the Country, which, I was told, was for five or 
fix Dragroons quartered there; I thought it ſufficient to 
much better Company, and yet the Dragoons, I was told, 
were not ſatisfied with it. They do not always complain, 
when they are not pleaſed ; but they grow miſchievous, they 
cut the Linnen, mangle the Plates and the Diſhes, and play 
many other Tricks by which the Landlord ſuffers : Thele 


Tricks they would practiſe in a more extravagant Degree 


and much oftner, if you ſhould agree to this Clauſe. They 
would not go to a Juſtice to complain for want of Viatals; 
but by ſuch Methods they would force their Landlord to 
complain of them, and he could complain to none but their 
Officers. Whilſt they know, that their Landlord is not 


| obliged to furniſh them Victuals, they will generally keep 


within ſome Bounds ; but if you remove this Check, they 
will exceed all, which will of courſe raiſe ſuch Diſcontents, 
as may endanger our Government. 

* As I am a Friend to our preſent Eſtabliſhment, I ſhall 
be for any Expedient, which I think the Subject can bear: 
As ſuch, I ſhall always be for preventing, as much as poſſ- 
ble, any Occaſion for Mutiny in the Army, or for Diſcon- 
tents among the People ; but I ſhall never be for raiſing the 
latter for the ſake gf preventing the former, becauſe it will 
endanger our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, or -nail down 


upon us a numerous Standing-Army. Let us confider, Sir, 


that we are not now upon a Bill for raifing Money for the 
public Service: A gainſt ſuch Bills, I think, you have laid it 
down as a Rule, that no Petitions are to be received ; but! 
hope you will not ſay, that no Petitions are to be received 
againſt any Clauſe in this Bill. The Clauſe now propoſed 
will certainly have Petitions againſt it from moſt Parts of the 
Kingdom: The Petitioners muſt be heard: By this means, 
the Bill may be loſt, or delayed till after the Matiny-Att 
now ſubſiſting be expired. What Confuſion would this 
breed in your Army? The Regiments mult all diſband; it 
would be a ſort of High Treaſon to keep them together, or 
to exerciſe any martial Law in this Kingdom. 4 

« Is this, Sir, a Riſk to be run, for the ſake of making 
an Alteration in the Law, which Experience has ſhiewn the 
Army may ſubſiſt well enough without? I ſay, an Alters- 
tion in the Law; for notwithſtanding the Meaning put upon 
the Word Quarters, by the Honourable Gentleman who 


{poke laſt, and by the learned Gentleman who ſpoke = 
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ime before him, I myſt infiſt, that in this Country, the Word Anno 14, Geo, 

rters ſignifies no more than a Lodging as convenient as II. 1740: 
the Owner of the Houſe can afford. The Soldiers may; . W 

haps, think, that it likewiſe implies all neceſſary Provi- 
ions at ſuch Prices as they can pay for them; but Soldiers 
often form Notions, and annex Ideas to Words, that are very 
inconſiſtent with the Laws of this Country, or with the Con- 
flitution of any free Government. In this Country, how- 
ever, even the Soldiers have not yet formed ſuch a Notion of 
Quarters : At leaſt here in Weſtminſter, they have not; for 
they never defire any thing more than a Lodging at the 
Place where they are quartered ; nor has any of our Mu- 
tiny-Acts given them Encouragement to expect more, ex- 
cept that in 1696 ; and as that Law was the Effect of Ne- 
cefty; it ceaſed as ſoon as the Neceſſity was over. It may, 
perhaps, be neceſſaty, now you have ſo great an Army on 
foot, to oblige Landlords to furniſh the Soldiers quartered 
upon them with the Uſe of their Fire and Kitchen-Utenfi!s, 
for dreſſing and eating the Proviſions they purchaſe for 
themſelves ; but even this you ought to take Time to confi- 
der of; for an Army is a dangerous Tool to play with: It 
dught not to be handled rafhly by thoſe who have a Regard 
for the Liberties of their Country. | 

I ſhall readily agree, Sir, with the Honourable Gentle- 
man, that an Army of true Engliſhmen can never be danger- 
ous to Liberty ; becauſe they would diſband themſelves, 
when they found they ſhould be of no Service to their Coun- 
try: They would ſcorn to put their Country to the Expence 
of maintaining them, when they knew it had no Occaſion 
for their Service. But when had we, when ſhall we have 
ach an Army? An Army of Engliſhmen has once already 
overturned the Liberties of this Country, and would proba- 
diy have perpetuated the Tyranny they had ſet up, if their 
Generals could have agreed among themſelves ; for it was 
not tne Army, but the Diſagreement among Cromwell's Ge- 
nerals, after his Death, that brought about the Reſtoration of 
cur Government under King Charles II; and in the late 
king Jmes's Time, it was not ſo much the Army, as the 
mad Biggotry of that Prince, that brought about the Revolu- 
non; for if the Army had ſeen, that they were to have 
deen the Miniſters of that tyrannical Government he had ſer 
ap, they wouid probab!y have ſupported him in it; but they 
lau, that even they themſelves were to be the Slaves of his 
"rieſts, and therefore many of them joined in diveſting him 
of that arbitrary Power, which the Army in general had aſ- 
filed and encouraged him to aſſume. 

* I hull grant, Sir, we had at that Time the good Luck to 

Vor VII. | Aa have 


(179 ) 
ute Majeſty Queen Anne, under her Royal Sign Manual, Anno 4, Geo- 
or by the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to receive and II. 1740. 
conduct ſuch Seamen and Seafaring Men as ſhould be taken GC WNJ 
upin purſuance of an Act, 4th Queen Anne, for the Encourage» 
ment and [ncreaſe of Seamen, and for the better and ſpeedier 
Manning her Majeſty's Fleeet : And alſo what Applications 
were made by ſuch Perſons to the Juſtices of the Peace, and 
other chief Officers, for cauſing privy Searches to be made 
in purſuance of the ſaid Act; and an Account of the Num- 
ber of Seamen which were returned to the Navy in purſuance 
of ſuch Applications and privy Searches ; and likewiſe the 
Charge attending the ſame. 

The 25th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill to prevent 
[nconveniencies ariſing by Delays of Cauſes after Iſſue join- 
ed, with ſeveral Amendments : Ordered it to be engroſſed. 

Received an Account ſhewing the Progreſs of the Colony 
cf Georgia in America from its firſt Eſtabliſhment. And 
alſo the general Account of the Truſtees for eſtabliſhing the 
aid Colony, of all Monies and Effects received and expended 
by them from the gth of June, 1732, (the Date of their 
Chapter] to the gth of June, 1740, as exhibited purſuant to 
the Direction of their Charter *. 

The 26th. Received a Petition of the Clothiers of Stroud- 
water, in Glouceſterſhire, complaining of ſeveral great Abuſes 
of late introduced, and particularly of the Licence taken by 
many Perſons of ſetting up in the Clothing Trade, without 
having either ſerved a lawful Apprenticeſhip to the ſame, or 
having proper Skill in the Manufacture; and therefore 
praying, that Leave may be given to bring in a Bill for the 
further Regulation of the Clothing Trade ; that ſuch fur- 
ther Relief may be given as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 
Referred to the Committee of the whole Heuſe on Wool, 
Ce. ü | 

Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill to prevent Incon- 
reniencies ariſing from Delays of Cauſes after Iflue joined : 
Ordered it to the Lords. 

Read a ſecond time, Bill to explain an Act 12th Queen 
— for providing a Reward for the Diſcovery of the Lon- 
gude, &c. 

la a grand Committee, went thro' the Bill for puniſhing 
actiny and Deſertion, with ſeveral Amendments+.. 

Aa2 The 
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* A Number of Copies are ordered to be printed for the Lie 
if the Members. + 4 new Clauſe was added, wiz If any 
Oficers, Sc. on whom any Non-Commiſſion Officers or Soldiers 
jail be quartered, (except on a March) ſhall defire it, he may 
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Anno 14, Geo . The 259th. Read a ſecond time, a Bill to explain ſo mach 
II. i740. of an ARGth of King George I. for the better ſecuring cer. 


Sir John 
Barnard. 


tate 44. per Diem, and find them in every Thing. 


tain Powers and Privileges intended to be granted by his Ma, 
jeſty, by two Charters for Aſſurance of Ships and Merchan. 
dizes at Sea, and for lending Money upon Bottomry ; and 
for reſtraining ſeveral extrayagant and unwarrantable Pragi. 
ces therein mentioned, as relate to the extravagant and un. 
warrantable Practices therein mentioned, which gave Riſe to 
the following Debate. L 


Sir John Barnard, 
SIR, 

« 'Fhere cannot be brought before this Houſe any Que, 
tions more difficult in themſelves, more entangled with : 
Multiplicity of Relations, or more perplex'd with an endle(; 
Diverſity of Circumſtances than thoſe which relate to com. 
mercial Affairs; Affairs on which the moſt Experienc'd often 


* 


diſagree, and on which the moſt Sagacious may deceive them- 


ſelves with erroneous Conjectures. 

There are no ,Queſtions, Sir, which require ſo much 
perſonal Knowledge of the Subject to which they relate, nor 
is there any Subject with which ſo few Gentlemen in this 
Houſe have had Opportunities of being acquainted. There 
are no Queſtions, Sir, which their Variety of Relations to 
different Perſons expoſes to be ſo eaſily miſrepreſented with- 
out Detection, nor any in which the Oppoſition of particular 
Intereſts, ſo much incites a falſe Repreſentation. In all theſe 
Caſes, Deceit is eaſy, and there is a ſtrong Temptation to de- 
ceive. 

Nor are theſe Queſtions, Sir, always perplexed by in- 
tentional Fraud, or falſe Aſſertions, of which they that utter 
them are themſelves conſcious. | 

© Thoſe who deceive us, do not always ſuppreſs any Truth 
of which they are convinced, or ſet Facts before us in any 
other Light, than that in which themſelves behold them; 
they for the moſt Part err with an honeft Intention, and pro- 
pagate no Miſtakes but thoſe which they have themſelves 
admitted. 

Of this kind, Sir, are doubtleſs the Meaſures propoſed 
in the Bill before us, which thoſe by whom they are pro 
moted, may eaſily think to be of Benefit to the Public, but 


which, 


* 


— 


Fury them only with Candles, Vinegar and Salt, and $mall 
Peer or Cyder, three Duarts a Day gratit, and to allow thim 
Fire and Utenſils for Dreſſing and Eating their Meat; er */ 
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which, I believe, will appear the Reſult of imperſect Views, Anno 1% Cee. 
and partial Conſideration. II. 17 40. 
The great and fundamental Error, Sir, of the Patron VI 
of this Bill, ſeems to be an Opinion, that the Practice of 

inſuring is not known to ether Nations, nor can be carried 

on in any other Place, and from this Principle they dedace 
Conſequences, which, if they were inevitably certain, might 

eaſily influence us to an immediate Approbation of the Bill, 

as neceſſary to ſecure our Commerce, and diſtreſs our Ene- 


mies. 

« They conclude, Sir, with ſufficient Juſtneſs, that very 
few Merchants would hazard their Fortunes in long Voy- 
ages or diſtant Commerce, or expoſe themſelves to the Dan- 
gers of War, without Security, which Inſurances afford them, 
and having perſyaded themſelves that ſuch Security is to be 
obtained from no other Nation, they imagine that we might, 
by prohibiting it, confine all the foreign Veſſels in their 
Ports, and deſtroy by one Reſolution the Trade of both our 
Rivals and our Enemies. ; 

© That our Eaſt-Indian Company may defire the Ratifica- 
tion of this Bill, I cannot deny, becauſe they might perhaps 
receive from it ſome temporary Advantage by the ſhort In- 
conveniencies which thoſe whom they confider as the Enemies 
of their Commerce would feel from it. They may deſire 
it, becauſe the Experiment, if it fails, as it muſt, cannot injure 
them; and if it ſucceeds, may produce great Advantages to 
them ; they may wiſh it, becauſe they will feel the imme- 
diate Benefit, and the Detriment will fall upon others. 

I ſhall not enquire whether our Merchants are inclined to 
look with Malevolence on all thoſe who cultivate the ſame 
Branches of Commerce with themſelves, tho' they have 
neither the Violation of natural Rights, nor the Infringe- 
ment of National Treaties to complain of. I ſhould be un- 
willing to ſuſpect a Britiſh Merchant, whoſe Acquaintance 
with the Conſtitution of his own Country ought to ſhew him 
the Value of Liberty, who ought to be above narrow 
Schemes, by the Knowledge which his Profeſſion enables 
him to gain, of a Deſire to encroach upon the Rights of 
others, or to engroſs the general Benefits of Nature, and ſhall 
only obſerve, that ſeveral other Nations can plead a Claim 
to the Eaſt-Indian Trade, a Claim of equal Validity with 
our own. That the Danes have their Settlements there, and 
that the Parliament diſcovered the way to thoſe Regions of 
2 agg from which ſome perhaps are inclined to exclude 
them, | 

* But nothing is more vain than to attempt to exclude 
them by refuſing to enſure their Ships, becauſe the G_ 

| that 
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Anno 14, Ceo that they ean be inſured by no other Nation is entirely with. 


out Foundation. There are, at this Time, Offices of In. 


VN) rance along the whole Coaſt of the Midland Sea, among 


the Dutch, and even among the French. Nothing candebar 
any Nation from the Trade of Inſurance but the Want of 
Money, and that Money is not wanted by Foreigners, for 
this Purpoſe, appears from the great Sums which they have 
depoſited in our Funds. | 

© That this Trade is now carried on, chiefly by this Na. 
tion, tho' not ſolely, is inconteſtible; but what can be infer. 
red from that, but that we ought not to obſtruct our own 
Gain; that we ought not to make a Law to deprive ourſelves 
of that Advantage, of which either ſavourable Accidents or 
our own Sagacity have put us in Poſſeſſion. 
| _ © For this Reaſon it appears, that it would not contribute 
to the Wealth of the Public to debar us from inſuring the 
Ships, even of thoſe with whom we are at War, ſor it is al- 

ways to be remembered that they will receive no Detriment 
from ſuch Prohibitions, nor will feel any other Conſequence 
from them than a Neceſſity of transferring to ſome other 
Nation the Profit which we receive from it. 

What the Profit is which ariſes to the Nation from the 
Trade of Inſurance, it is not poſſible exactly to determine; 
but that the Trade is really advantagious may be reaſonably 
conceived, becauſe after many Years Experience it is dili- 
gehtly followed, and a Law was never neceſſary to prohibit 
the Purſuit of a Buſineſs, by which nothing was to be gained. 
But could the Gain of the Inſurer be a doubtfal Point, there 
is a certain Advantage to the Nation by the Money paid for 


Commiſſion, Brokerage, Stamps, and the Credit of the Pre. 


mium depoſited here. 

I might add, Sir, another conſiderable Sum yearly ariſ- 
ing to the Government from the additional Letters, occa- 
fioned by this Trade, which increaſe the Revenues of the 
Poſt- Office, without any Deduction for additional Charge. 

That the Loſs of this Profit, and the Gain of inſuring, 
will enſue upon the Ratification of this Bill, cannot be de- 
nied ; nor does it appear, that this Loſs will be counterba- 
ianced by any Advantages that will be gained over our Ri- 
va!s or our Enemies, . 

Whether this Bill, Sir, would produce to the Merchants 
of that City by which it is promoted, the Advantages which 
they expect from it, or remove any of the Grievances of 
which they complain, I am not able poſſitively to determine; 
but knew, that it is not uncommon for Merchants, as well as 
other Men, to confound private with public Grievances, and 
to imagine their own Intereſt the Intereſt of the * 
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« With regard, Sir, to the Practice of inſuring, Intereſt Anno 14, Geo. 
or no Intereſt, as the Term is, when an imaginary Value is 11-1740. 
put upon the Ship or Cargo, often much above its real 
Worth, it cannot be denied, that ſome Opportunities may be 
given by it for wicked Practices. But there will always be 
Circumſtances in which there can be no Security againſt 
Frauds, but common Faith; nor do I fee how we can ſecure 
the Inſurers againſt the Poſſibility of being defrauded. 

] cannot indeed diſcover, Sir, how this Method of in- 
ſuring can be prevented; for how can the Valne of a Cargo 
be ellimated, which is to be collected in a long Voyage, at 
different Ports, and where the Succeſs of the Adventures of- 
ten depends upon lucky Accidents, which are indeed always 
hoped for, but ſeldom happen. An imaginary Value muſt 
therefore be fixed upon, when the Ship leaves the Port; be- 
cauſe the Succeſs of that Voyage cannot be foreknown, and 
the contracting Parties may. be ſafely truſted to ſet that 
Value, without any Law to direct or reltrain them. 

If the Merchants are oppreſſed by any pecutiar Incon- 
veniencies, and can find means of redreſſing them without 
injuring the public Commerce, any Propoſal for that Pur- 
poſe ought to be favourably received; but as the Bill now 
before us propoſes general Reſtraints, and propoſes to remove 
Grievances, which are not felt, by Remedies, which thoſe, 
upon whom they are to operate, do not approve, I think it 
ought not to be referred to a Committee, but rejected. 


Mr. Southwell. 


SIR, 


When I firſt propoſed this Bill to the Houſe, I lamented Mr. Sonthwell 
the Abſence of that Honourable Gentleman, from whoſe 
Diſcuſſions and Arguments I expected great Information; 
and for whoſe Judgment, in all commercial Queſtions, I have 
the higheſt Eſteem, as his Penetration not only enables him 
to diſcover the Conſequences of Methods which have not 
yet been tried, but as his extenſive Acquaintance with many 
Branches of Trade, cannot but have informed him of the 
Succeſs of many Expedients tried, as well in other Nations 
as our own, for the Advancement of it. 

* Trade, Sir, is a Subject, of which it has been juſtly ob- 
ſerved, that very few Gentlemen have attained Knowledge 
ſufficient to qualify themſelves to judge of the Propriety of 
any new Regulation; and I cannot but confeſs, that I have 
no uncommon Skill in theſe Queſtions, What I have to 
offer on this Occaſion, has been ſuggeſted to me, not ſo much 
by my own Obſervations, as by the Intelligence which I 
have very induſtriouſly ſought, and by which, as I — 

| youre 
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Ango 14, Geo. youred to enquire of thoſe whoſe Opinion was leaſt likely to 
9 be perverted by their Intereſt,] hope I have not bern miſled, 


The Merchants, Sir, to whom it has been my Fortune 
to apply, have generally concurr'd in the Opinion that the 
preſent Practice of Infuring, is prejudicial to our Commerce, 
nor have I found any Diſagreement between my Conſtituents, 
and the Traders of the great Metropolis. 

I am unwilling to imagine that there can be any Evil, 
for which the Wiſdom of this Aﬀembly cannot diſcover a 

Remedy, and am therefore of Opinion, that if the Grievance 
is real, ſome Expedient may be diſcovered for removing it, 
and that it is real, I cannot but be convinced by the Declara- 
tions of ſo many Men, who can have no Intereft in complain- 
ing when they ſuffer nothing, and whoſe known Abilities 
exempt them from the Suſpicion of imputing any Part of 

their Uneaſineſs to a Cauſe which cannot produce it. 

| The Bill before us, Sir, requires, in my Opinion, ſome 
Amendments, and in its preſent State, might, perhaps, pro- 

duce more Detriment than Advantage, but ſince it is neceſſa. 
ry, at leaſt, to attempt ſomething for the Relief of Men fo 

uſeful to this Nation, it appears to me neceſſary to form a 

Commitree, and to deliberate on this Subje with more At- 

tention, 


E.. 

SIR, pu 

* Though I am not of Opinion that the Bill in its preſent 
State ought to be paſſed into a Law, yer I am far from think- 
it ſo imperfe as not eaſily to be amended, and therefore am 
defirous that it ſhould be conſider'd in a Committee. 

I have not, indeed, Sir, often obſerved, that Bills inju- 
diciouſly drawn up at firſt, have received great Improvements 
from a ſecond Conſideration, and have found it more eaſy to 
form a new Bill, than to make Alteration in one that is laid 
before us ; for ſome original Error will commonly remain, and 
the Sentiments of different Men, purſuing different Views, can 
ſeldom be modelled into one conſiſtent Scheme, But 1 am 
far from conſidering this Bill, as one of thoſe that cannot be 
amended, for I can diſcover but few Objections to the Regu- 
lations propoſed in it, and thoſe not relating to any of the ei- 
ſenttal Parts, but ſlight and circumſtantial, ſuch as will eafily 
be removed, or perhaps anſwered. dg 

The Grievance, Sir, for which this Bill propoſes a Re- 
medy is ſo generally known, and ſo univerſally lamented, 
that, I believe, there is not any thing more worthy of the 
Attention of the Legiſl ture than an Enquiry into the Cauſe 
of it, and the proper Method of redreſſing it. | 
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In our Enquiry into the Cauſes of this Obſtruction of Anno 


Trade, I am of Opinion, Sir, that the Practice of Inſuring, 
lntereſt or no Intereſt, will appear to be the Foundation of 
this general Uneafineſs, will be found a Practice of ſo natu- 
ral a Tendency to Fraud, and ſo eaſily ſuſceptible of diſhoneſt 
Artifices, that I believe, every Member of this Houſe will 
defire its Suppreſſion. 

Jo confirm my Aſſertion, Sir, and illuſtrate the Queſtion 
before us, I ſhall mention ſome particular Inſtances of Fraud 
to which this Cuſtom has given Occaſion, of Fraud ſo evident 
and ſo deteſtable that it cannot be related without Indignation. 

The Royal George was a large Ship belonging to the 


Cruz, put in at Zamenghol in her Return; and being there 
refitted to proceed on her Voyage homewards, ſet ſail, and 
came within a Week's Sailing of the Port, when, upon a 
ſudden, the Officers entered into a Conſultation, and deter- 
mined to go back a Month's Voyage to Antigua, for what 
Reaſon, Sir, may be eaſily gueſſed; when it was told that the 
Ship was inſured upon a ſuppoſed Value of 60,000]. 

« This Reſolution, Sir, was no ſooner formed, than Or- 
ders were given to change the Courſe and ſteer to Antigua, in 
Oppoſition to all the Remonſtrances of the Carpenter, who 
is the proper Judge of the Condition of a Veſſel, and who 
declared with Honeſty and Reſolution againſt their whole 
Procedure. But they purſued their new Scheme without any 
regard to his Murmurs or Aſſertions; and, when they arrived 
at Antigua, found ſome Method of influencing the Officers 
of that Iſland to declare the Ship unfit for the Proſecution of 
the Voyage. | | 

Their Deſign, Sir, was now happily completed. To 
confirm the Determination which had been pronounced in 
their favour, they ſtranded the Ship upon a Bank of Sand, 
forced out the Iron that grapples the Timber together, and 
having firſt taken away the Maſts and Rigging, and what- 
ever elſz could be uſed or ſold, threw the Ballaſt to each End, 
and ſo broke the Veſſel in the middle. | 

By this well-contrived Shipwreck, having as they ima- 
gined raiſed their Fortunes, they came Home triumphantly 
from their proſperous Voyage, and claimed the Money for 
which the Ship was inſured. The Inſurers, ftartled at ſuch a 
Demand ſo unexpected, enquired into the Affair with all the 
Induſtry which its Importance might naturally incite, and, 
after ome Conſultation, determined to try whether the Ship 
might not be refitted and brought to England. 


In purſuance of this Reſolution, they ſent Workmen and 
Vol. VII. B b Mate- 


South-Sea Company, which having been a Voyage to Vera 


14, Geo, 
II. 1740. 
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Anno 14, Geo Materials, and without much Expence, or an Difficulty 
IE 1749. | bt it hither. 2 8 


« I believe, Sir, this Relation is ſufficient at onet; 90 
prove the Practice, and explain the Nature of the'Prauds f 
which this Method of Inſurance gives Occaſion 3 but as the 
frequency of them is ſuch, that many Inſtances may be pm- 
_— I ſhall offer another ſhort Narrative of the fame 

A Ship that belonged to the Eaſt-India Company, in. 
ſured after this Method, was run aſhore by the Captain, in 

ſuch a manner that he imagined none but himſelf able to 
recover it; and therefore, tho' it coſt 50001.-ſold-it for 500/, 
but the Purchaſer, no leſs expert than the Captain, found 
means very ſpeedily to diſengage it, to reſtore it to a proper 
Condition with little Expence, and was much enriched by his 
fortunate Bargain. | 

I cannot but obſerve, Sir, that this kind of Fraud is the 
more formidable, as it may be practiſed without a Poſlibility 
of Detection; had the Captain, inſtead of ſtranding, de. 
ſtroyed his Veſſel, how could his Wickedneſs ever have 
been diſcovered ? Or how could the South Sea Company's 
Ship have been brought Home, had it been ſunk in ſome 
diſtant Corner of the World ? 

This Practice, Sir, and the Frauds which it has occa- 
ſioned, and the Suſpicions which the eaſy Practice of Frauds 
always creates, have produced ſo many Trials, and filled the 
Courts of Juſtice with ſuch intricate Contentions, that the 
Judges, who know perhaps nothing of this Practice but from 
its Effects, have often declared it to be ſo pregnant with 
Conteſts and Cheats, that it ought not to be ſuffered, and that 
a Law for ſuppreſſing it, would much contribute to the Efta- 
bliſhment of Peace, and the Security of Property. 

I am not inſenſible, Sir, of the Force of the Argument 
made uſe of by the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke in 
favour of this Practice, and cannot but allow it that Regard 
which his Reaſonings always deſerve ; it is the ſtrongeſt, and 
perhaps the only Argument, that can be produced, His 
Aſſertion of the Impoſſibility of eſtimating the real Value 
of a Ship, or of foreknowing the Succeſs of a Voyage, is 
inconteſtible: But perhaps it will follow from - thence, not 
that an imaginary Value ought to be admitted, but that no 

Inſurance ought to be allowed, where there is no rati 
Method of aſcertaining it; or at leaſt, that all ſuch Inſurance 
ought to be rather below the probable Value than above it. 
© If the Grievance complained of, has been proved not to 
be imaginary, we ought doubtleſs to conſult how it may be 
remedied ; nor do I believe that our Conſultations _ 14 
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eſectual, if we 
perple x, but to F am of Opinion, Sir, 
that the Importance of the Queſtion requires a Committee: 
nor can I diſcover any  eflential Defect in the Bill, which 
hould hinder it from paſſing into a Law. 

Mr. Burrel. 


S IX, a 
] am convinced by pon as well as Reaſon, that 
ſo many Incofiveniencies ariſe from this Method of Inſurance, 
that it affords ſo many Opportunities of Fraud, and gives 
juch Encouragement to Negligence, that I ſhall willingly 
concur in any Meaſures that may effeQually ſu $ it. 


| © It is, Sir, too well known to require Proof, that Intereſt - 


is the Parent of Diligence, and that Men attend, to the Per- 
formance of their Duty, in Proportion as they muſt ſuffer by 
the Neglect of it; and therefore, every Practice that deprives 
Honeſty of its Reward is injurious to the Public. 

« But that this is the- Conſequence of eſtimating Ships at 
an imaginary Value in the Offices of Inſurance, is to the 
higheſt Degree evident. When a Ship is eſtimated above 


or what ſhall reſtrain him from deſtroying: his Veſſel, when 
it may be done with Security to himſelf, except that Inte- 
grity, which indeed ought to be generally diffuſed, but which 
is not always to be found, and to which few Men think it 
ale to truſt upon Occafions of far leſs Importance? ; 

To ſhew, Sir, that I do not indulge groundleſs Suſpi- 
cions, or magnify the bare Poſſibility of Fraud into Reality: 
that I do not blacken human Nature, or propoſe Laws againſt 
Wickedneſs that have not yet exiſted, it may be proper to 
mention ſome Letters, in which I have been informed by 
my Correſpondent at Leghorn, of the State of the Ships 
which have arrived there: Ships ſo weakly manned, and ſo 
penuriouſly, or negligently ſtored ; ſo much decayed in the 
Bottoms, and ſo ill fitted with Rigging, that be declares his 
Aſtoniſhment at their Arrival. 

It may deſerve our Confideration, Sir, whether the Suc- 
ceſs of the Spaniſh Privateers may not be in great Part at- 
tributed to this pernicious Practice:; whether Captains, when 
their Veſſels are inſured for more than their Value, do not 
raſhly venture into known Danger? Whether they do not 
wilfully miſs the Security of Convoys? Whether they do 
not direct their Courſes where Privateers may moſt ſecurely 
cruize? Whether they do not ſurrender with leſs Reſiſtance 


than Intereſt would excite ? And whether they do not raiſe 
go - Clamours 


engage. in them, not with an Intention to Anon 
inform each other. 


r 
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Mr. Barrel. 


is real Value, how will the Commander ſuffer by a Wreck, 
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Anno 14, Geo. Clamours againſt the Government for their II Succeft t 
IE 1. avoid the Suſpicion of Negligence or Fraud. 

© That other Frauds are committed in the Practice of In. 
furing, is well known to the Honourable Gentleman who 
ſpoke againſt the Bill: It is a common Practice to take Mo. 
ney upon Bottomree, by way of Pledge for the Captain's Fi. 
delity, and todeſtroy this Security by inſuring the real Value, 
ſo that the Captain may gain by neglecting the Care of his 
Veſſel, or at leaſt ſecure himſelf from Loſs, and indalge bis 
Eaſe or his Pleaſure, without any Interruption from the Fear 
of diminiſhing his Fortune. » 

The whole Practice of Inſurance, Sir, is in its 
State, I believe, ſo perplexed with Frauds, and of ſuch ma- 
nifeſt Tendency to the Obſtruftion of Commerce, that it ab- 
ſolutely requires ſome legal Regulations.” 


Sir John Barnard, 


SIR, a 
Sir John Of Frauds in the Practice of Inſurance, with regard to 
Barnard. which the Honourable Gentleman has appealed to me, I can 
confidently affirm, that I am totally ignorant: I know not of. 
any fraudulent Practices openly carried on, or eſtabliſhed by 
Cuſtom, which I ſuppoſe are meant : For with regard to fin- 
gle Acts of Fraud, committed by particular Men, it is not to 
be ſuppoſed but that they have been detected in this, as in all 
other Branches of Traffic; nor can I conceive that any Ar- 
gument can be drawn from them againſt the Practice; for, if 
every Part of Commerce is to be prohibited, which has fur- 
niſhed Villains with Opportunities of Deceit, we ſhall con- 
tract Trade into a narrow Compaſs. 

With regard, Sir, to the Inſtance of the Royal 
thoꝰ the Proceedings of the Officers are not wholly to be vin- 
dicated, yet Part of their Conduct is leſs inexplicable than it 
has been repreſented. Their Return to Antigua when they 
were bound for England, and were within a Week's failing 
of their Port, is eafily to be defended, if the Wind was con- 
trary to their intended Courſe; for it is not difficult to con- 
ceive that they might reach a diſtant Port with a favourable 
Wind, much ſooner than one much nearer, with the Wind 


againſt them. 

] have always obſerved, Sir, that the Gentlemen engaged 

in the Trade to the Eaſt-Indies, aſſume an Air of Superiority, 

to which J know not what Claim they can produce, and ſeem 

to imagine, that their Charter gives them more extenſive 

Knowledge, and more acute Sagacity, than falls to the Lot of 
Men not combined in their Aſſocis tion. 3 

a f 8 


1 


„ ; 
« But however theſe-Gentlemen may diſſa pprove my Ar- Anno 


guments, and however they may miſrepreſent them, I ſhall 
Impartial their juſt Weight, and that this Affair will not 


be haſtily determined upon an imperfect Examination. 5 


Sir Robert Walpole. N 7 
SIX, 


« Whether the Merchants are ſatisfied with the preſent gir Robert 
Methods of Inſuring, or what is the Opinion of any ſeparate Walpole. 


Body of Men, | think it abſolutely 3 to enquire. 
We are conſtituted for the public Advantage, and are engaged 
by our pariiauentary Character to conſider, not the private 
latereſt of particular Men, but the general Advantage of our 
Country. | 

ow Purſuit, Sir, of national Intereſt, we ſhould be o- 
bliged recent y to oppole the Schemes which private Men, 
or {« parace I raternities have formed for their own Advantage, 
and which they may be expected to defend with all their Art; 
both becauſe every Man is unwilling to imagine that the Pub- 
lic [merelt and his own are oppoſite, and becauſe it is to be 
ſeared that many may conſider the Public only in Subordina- 
tion to tlie m ſelves, and be very little ſollicitous about the ge- 
neral Proſperity of their Country, provided none of the 


Calamities which afflict it extend their Influence to them- 


ſelves. | ” a 
We are, in the Diſcuſſion of this Queſtion, Sir, to conſi- 
der that we are engaged in a War againſt a Nation from 
which Inſults, Depredations, Oppreſſions, and Cruelties, 
have been long complain'd of, and againſt which we are 
therefore to act with a Reſolution proportion ed to the In- 
juries we have ſuffered, and to our Deſire of Vengeance. We 
are to practiſe every Method of diſtreſſing them, and to pro- 
mote the Succeſs of onr Arms even at the Expence of preſent 
Gain and the Intereſt of private Men. 
© It is well known, Sir, to all who have either heard or 
read of the Spaniards, that they live in Careleſſneſs and In- 
dolence, negle& all the natural Advantages of their own 
Country, deſpiſe the Gain of foreign Commerce, and depend 
wholly on their American Settlements, for all the Conveni- 
epcies, and perhaps for moſt of the Neceſſaries of Life. 
This is the particular Circumſtance that makes a War 
with England ſo much to be dreaded by tbem. A Nation 
ſuperior to them by Sea holds them beſieged, like a Garriſon 
ſurrounded by an Army, precludes them from Supplies, in- 
tercepts their Succours, and if it cannot force their Walls by 
"=: Attack, 


c 
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be ſatisfied, that they will have with the Diſintereſled and  * 


Anno 14, Geo Attack, can at leaſt by a Blockade fiarve them to u Capita 
1740. tion. | 1 
WY «© Thus, Sir, by a Naval War with an Enemy of ſuperia 
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Strength, they muſt at length be ſabdued, and ſubdued 
without a Battle, and withqut the poſſibillity of R , 
againſt ſuch an Enemy, their Courage, or their Diſcipline is 
of no Uſe; they may form Armies indeed, but which can 
only ſtand upon the Shore, to defend what their Enemies have 
no Intention of invading, and fee thoſe Ships ſeized in which 
their Pay is treaſured, or their Provifions are ſtored. 

« Such, Sir, is our natural Superiority over the Spaniards, z 
Species of Superiority that muſt inevitably prevail, if it be 
not defeated by our own Folly ; and ſurely a more effeQual 


Method of defeating it, the Spaniards themſelves could not 


have diſcovered, than that of inſuring their Ships among our 
Merchants. ; 
© When a Ship thus inſured is taken, which, notwithſtand. 
ing all Precautions muſt ſometimes happen, we examine the 
Cargo, find it extremely valuable, and triumph in our Suc- 
ceſs ; we not only count the Gain to ourſelves, but the Loſ 
to our Enemies, and determine that a ſmall Number of ſuch 
— 4 will reduce them to offer us Peace upon our own 
erms. | 

« Such are the Concluſions which are made, and made 
with Reaſon, by Men unacquainted with the ſecret Practices 
of our Merchants, and who do not ſuſpect us to be ſtupid 
enough to ſecure our Enemies againſt ourſelves, but it is often 
found, upon a more cloſe Examination, that our — of War 
have only plundered our Merchants, and that our Privateers 
may indeed have enriched themſelves, but impoveriſhed their 
Country. It is diſcovered, that the Loſs of the Spaniards is 
to be repaid, and perhaps ſometimes with Intereſt, by the 
Britiſh Inſurers. 

If it be urged; that we ought not to enact any Laws 
which may obſtruct the Gain of our Fellow Subjects, may it 
not be aſked, why all Trade with Spain is prohibited, may 
not theTrade be equally gainful with the Inſurance, and may 
not the Gain be more generally diſtributed, and therefore be 
more properly national ? 

hut this Trade was prohibited, becauſe it was more ne- 
ceſſary to our Enemies, than ourſelves ; it was prohibited, be- 
cauſe the Laws of War require, that a leſs Evil ſhould be 
ſuffered to inflict a greater; it is upon this Principle that 
every Battle is fought, and that we fire our own Ships to 
conſume the Navies of the Enemy. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, it appears to me evident, beyond 
Contradiction, that the Inſurance of Spaniſh Ships ought — 


8 * a 


( 292 


be prohibited ; we ſhall indeed loſe the Profit of the Inſurance, Aue Ges, 


but we ſhall be re · imburs d by the Captures, which is an Ar- 
gument that cannot be produc'd for the Prohibition of Cam- 

erce. + | 
Ma It is urg'd, Sir, that they may inſure their Ships in other 
Countries, an Aſſertion of which, whether it be true or not, I 
am not able to decide ; but it js acknowledg'd, that the Ne. 
ceflity of eſtabliſhing a new Correſpondence will be at leaſt a 
temporary ObſtruQion of their Trade, and an Obſtruction of 
evena ſhort Continuance may lay them at our Mercy. 

« But let us, Sir, reflect upon the Weakneſs of this Argu- 


ment; they mult be allow'd to inſure here, becauſe they may 


inſure in other Places; will it not be equally juſt to urge, that 
they muſt trade with us, becauſe they may trade with other 
Nations ? And may it not be anſwer'd, that tho* we cannot 
wholly ſuſpend their Commerce, it is yet our Buſineſs to ob- 
ſtruct it as far as we are able? | 

« May it not, Sir, be farther affirm'd, that by inſuring in 
other Nations, they may injure their Allies by falling into 
our Hands, but do not the leſs benefit us? That if they do 
not grow weaker, we at leaſt are ftrengthen'd ; but that by 
inſuring among us, whatever Steps are taken, the Equilibri- 
um of the War is preſerved always the ſame. 

« It is aſſerted, and I ſuppoſe with Truth, that we inſure at 
a lower Rate than others, and it will therefore follow, that 
the Spaniards, whenever their Ships ſhould eſcape us, will 
ſuffer more by having inſurd amongft Foreigners, than if 
they had contracted with our Merchants. 

Thus it appears, Sir, that there are ſtronger Reaſons for 
prohibiting the Inſurance of Spaniſh Ships, than for putting 
a Stop to our Commerce with them ; and that whether their 


Ships are taken by us, or eſcape us, it is the general Intereſt ;_ 


4 the Nation, that they fhall be inſured by Foreign Mer 
nts. 2 

With reſpect, Sir, to the Eaſt India Company, I have 
no Regard to their Iatereſt, conſider d as diſtin from that of 
the reſt of the Nation; nor have receiv'd any Sollicitations 
from them to promote this Bill, or to eſpouſe their Intereſt ; 
but cannot, without concealing my real Sentiments, deny that, 
as they have the Grant of an exclufive Trade to the Eaſt-In- 
dies, to inſure the Ships that are ſent thither; without thejr 
Permiſſion, is to invade their Rights, and to infringe their 
Charter ; and that this Pactice, if the Validity of their Charter 
be admitted, is illegal and ought to be diſcountenanc'd. 

* The Practice, Sir, of injuring, Intereſt or no Intereſt, or 
of aſſigning to Ships an imaginary Value, is nothing more 
than a particular Game, a more ſolemn Species of — 
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Il. 274- can be urged againſt Games of Chance. 


With regard to this Bill in general, it is in my Opinion 
highly neceſſary, nor can I diſcover any important Objeftion 
that can be made againſt it. Some Law of this kind, and to 
this Purpoſe, I have long intended to offer to the Conſidera- 


tion of this Aſſembly, and fince it is now before us, I think 


Lord 


Mr. Willimot. 


be termed a Species of Hazard; nor do I think any thing 


we ought to conſider it with the Attention, which may be 
juſtly expected from us. 11 
S1n, 
© I know not how properly the Practice of Iuſuring may 


more. is to be confidered, than whether the Game be gainful 
to the Nation, or not; for I cannot diſcover that there is any 
Abſurdity in enriching ourſelves at the Expence of other 


Nations, whether Enemies or Allies. That we ought to 


prefer the general Good tothe Advantage of Individuals, is 
undoubted ; but I cannot conceive that, in this Caſe, there can 
be any Oppoſition. between private and public Intereſt, If 
our Inſurers gain by ſecuring the Ships of our Enemies, the 
Nation is benefited, for all national Gain muſt circulate thro' 
the Hands of Individuals, | 
No Man will aſſert that we ought to aſſiſt our Enemies, 
nor will any Man imagine that we aſſiſt them by impoveriſh- 
ing them; and if our Inſurers gain by their PraQtice, the Spa- 


„ 


Mr. Willimot. 


niards muſt undoubtedly be Loſers. 


SIR, | 


© I have converſed on the Queſtion to which this Bill 
relates, with Men engaged in various kinds of Traffic, and 
who have no common Intereſt but that of their Country. I 
have diſperſed among the Merchants, moſt eminent for their 
Acquaintance with the whole Extent of Commerce, and 
for their Knowledge of the true Intereſt of the Nation, Co- 
pies of this Bill, and cannot find any of them ſo ſenfible of 
the Grievance, of which we have ſo loud Complaints, as © 
_ that it ſhould be redreſſed by the Meaſures now pro- 
poſed. 


That Frauds are praQiiſed on every Side, in this, 10 


well as in other Trades, the general Corruption of our Age 
gives us ſufficient Reaſon to ſuſpect; but what is common to 
every tort of Traffic, cannot be produced as an Argument 


*or the Prohibition of any, 


Tut 


(ass) 7 
That the Practice of infaring-an imaginary Value, may Anrio 14 Geo? 
give Opportunity for Frauds than can be practiſed II. 47 
ia common Dealings, is likewiſe evident, bat I cannot diſco- 
| ver ſuch Frauds as to require the Interpofition of the Legiſſa- 


| If they are practiſed only by thoſe of our own Nation. 
| the Public does not ſuffer ;! for Property is only transferred 
from one Subject to another i the Fraud ought indeed to be 
ſeverely puniſhed in the Courts of Criminal Juſtice, but the 
Cuitom which gave the Opportunity of practiſing it, ought 
not to be reſtrained, any more than any other Profeſſion not 
criminal in itſelf, but liable to accidental Abuſes. 

If our Inſurers are defrauded by Foreigners, the Nation 
is then, indeed, more nearly affected; but, even in that Caſe, ' 
it is to be remember'd, that the private Intereſt of the In- 
ſurers, who mutt be immediately ruined, is a ſufficient Securi- 
ty for the Public. For it cannot, Sir, be conceived that any 
Man will obftinately carry on a Bufineſs, by which he be- 
comes every Day poorer; or that, when he defitis, he will be 
ſacceeded by another, who cannot but know that he en 
in that Traffic to his certain Rain. 

The true State of this Affair is, that Frauds are, indeed, 
often committed, and are for that Reaſon always ſuſpected, 
and that the Infurers, when they inſure the Ship and Cargo 
againit Accidents, reckon, among other Chances, the Proba- 
bility of being cheated, and proportion their Demands, not 
only to the Length and Danger of the Voyage, but to the 
Char cter likewiſe of the Man with whom they contract 

This, Sir, is always the Practice of thoſe whom Experi- 
ence has made acquainted with the Danger of implicit Coofi- 
dence, and unſuſpecting Credulity, nor do any but the Young 
and Unſkilful ſuffer themſelves to be {> expoſed to Frauds, 
as that their Fortunes ſhould be injured, or the general Gain 
of their Buſineſs over-balanced, by a few Deceits. | 

Thus it appears, that, notwithſtanding the Eaſe and 
Safety with which the preſent Methods of Inſurance admit 
Fr1ud to be practued, tne Inſurers, by a proportionate Degree 
ol Caution, ſecure themſelves from being injured, and by con- 
ſeqqence the Nation. 

The Inſurance of foreign Ships is now to be conſidered, 
dy waich great Profit ariſes to the Nation. We inſure, Sir, 
as it has beea obſerved, at lower Rates thaw other Nations, 
becauſe we have more Baſineſs of this kind, and the Smallneſs 
of our Profit is compenſated by the Frequency ; the Cheap- 
nels of Inſurances, and Eagerneſs of Foreigners to inſure 
dere, reciprocally contribute to each other ; we are often 
Vor VII. Cc applied 


Arno! k Geo applied to, becauſe we inſure at an eaſy Rate, and we can in. 
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able Arguments againſt any Reſtraints upon the Practice of 


them from any Suſpicion of Practices pernicious to the Pub- 
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ſure at an eaſy Rate, becauſe we are often applied to. 

Nor is the Cheapneſs of Britiſh Inſurance, the only Mo. 
tive to the Preference which it preſerves among Foreignen, 
who are induced to apply to this Nation, by the Reputation 
which our Merchants have deſervedly gained, for Probity 
and Punctuality, ſuperior to that of any other Traders. Our 
Merchants, Sir, bargain without Artifice, pay without Subter. 
fuges, and are ready on all Occaſions to preſerve their Cha. 
racter at the Hazard of their Profit. 

From theſe two Conſiderations we may draw unanſwer. 


Inſuring ; if Foreigners are once diſappointed in their Appli. 
cations to us, our Bufineſs will in a great Part ceaſe ; and, a; 
we ſhall not then be able to inſure at lower Rates than other 
Nations, we ſhall never recover that Branch of our Trade. 
And as the Character of the Engliſh Merchants exempts 


lic, why ſhould they be reſtrained ? -Why, Sir, ſhould they 
appear to be ſuſpected by the Legiſlature of their own Coun- 
try, whom Foreigners truſt without Heſitation ? 

It has been objected to them with great Warmth, and ur- 
ged with much rhetorical Exaggeration, that they aſſiſt the 
Enemies of their Country, that they prolong the War, and de- 
feat thoſe Advantages which our Situation and Commerce 
have given us. Imputacions ſufficiently attrocious, if they 
were founded upon Truth. = 

But let us, Sir, examine the Arguments by which this 
Accuſation has been ſupported, and enquire whether this 
Triumph of Elequence has been occaſioned by any real $u- 
periority of Evidence or Reaſon. It is urged, that we have 
already prohibited Commerce with the Spaniards, and that 
therefore we ought likewiſe to prohibit the Inſurance of their 
Ships- "3, 
It will not require, Sir, an Imagination very fertile, or a 
Knowledge very extenſive, to ſupply Arguments ſufficient 
to refute this ſuppoſed Demonſtration ; in ion to 
which it may be urged, that this kind of Commerce is of a 
peculiar Nature, that it ſubſiſts upon Opinion, and is pre- 
ſerved by the Reputation of our Inſurers ; a Reputation that 
the Inſurers of other Nations may obtain by the fame 
means, and from whom we ſhall therefore never recover it. 

It may be obſerved, Sir, that other Commodities are the 
peculiar Product of different Countries, and that there is 10 
Danger of loſing our other Trade by ſuſpending it, becaule 


it depends upon the Excellence of our ManuſaRures ; bs 
| | thi 
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that Inſurance may be the Commodity of any Country Anno 14, Geo 


where Money and common Honeſty are to be found. 


This Argument may perhaps be yet more effeQually in? - 


validated, or perhaps entirely ſubverted by denying the Ex- 

ience of that Prohibition which is produced as a Preſident, 
for another Reſtraint, Nor indeed does it a why we 
ſhou!d preclude ourſelves from a gainful Trade, becauſe the 
Money is drawn by it out of the Hands 'of our Enemies ; 
or why the Product of our Lands ſhould lie unconſumed, or 
our Manufactures ſtand unemployed, rather than we ſhould 
ſell to our Enemies what they will purchaſe at another 
Place, or by the Intefvention of a neutral Power. 

« To ſell toan Enemy that which may enable him to in- 
jure us, that which he muſt neceſſarily obtain, and which he 
could buy from no other, would indeed be, to the laſt degree, 
abſurd ; bat that may ſurely be ſold them without any Breach 
of Morality or Policy, which they can want with leſs In- 
convenience than we can keep. If we were beſieging a 
Town, I ſhould not adviſe our Soldiers to ſell to the Inhabi- 
tants Ammunition or Proviſions, but cannot diſcover the 
Folly of admitting them to purchaſe Ornaments for their 
Houſes, or Brocades for their Ladies, 

But, without examining with the utmoſt Accuracy, 
whether the late Prohibition was rational or not, I have, I 
hope, ſuggeſted Objections ſufficient to make the Queſtion 
doubtfu}, and to incline us to try the Succeſs of one Experi- 
ment before we venture upon another more hazardous. 

I am never willing, Sir, to load Trade with Reſtraints ; 
Trade 1s in its own Nature ſo fugitive and variable, that no 
conſtant Courſe can be preſcribed to it; and thoſe Regula- 
tions which were proper when they were made, may in 2 
few Months become Difficulties and Obſtructions. We well 
know, that many of the Meaſures which our Anceſtors pur- 
ſued for the Encouragement of Commerce, have been found 
of pernicious Conſequence ; and even in this Age, which 
perhaps Experience more than Wiſdom has enlightened, I 
have known few Attempts of that kind which have not de- 
ſeated the End for which they were made. 

It is more prudent to leave the Merchants at Liberty to 
purſue thoſe Meaſures which Experience ſhall diate upon 
every Occaſion, and ſuffer them to ſnatch the preſent Oppor- 
tunity of honeſt Gain whenever it ſhall happen; they will 
never injure their own Intereſt by the Uſe of this Liberty, 
and by preſerving themſelves they will preſerve the Nation 
from Detriment; nor will they need to be reſtrained by a 
Law propoſed without their Solicitation, and of Which they 
cannot diſcover any beneficial Conſequences." 1 

: Ccz2 
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Mr. Horatio Walpole. | 5 
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+ For the Bill now before us I have no panticuler Fond, 
neſs, nor Deſire that jt ſhoald be promoted by any other 


I 


means than rational Arguments and the Repreſentation of 


indubitable Facts. | 

I have no Regard, Sir, in this Enquiry, to any private 
Intereſt, or any other Deſire than that of ſecuring the Inte. 
reſt of my Country, which, in my Opinion, evidently re. 
quires that we ſhould give no Aſſiſtance to our Enemies, that 
our Merchants ſhould co-operate with our Navies, and that 
we ſhould endeavour to with-hold every thing that may 
make the War leis burdenſome to them, and conſequently 
of longer Continuance. | 

It was obſerved, Sir, in the Beginning of the Debate, 
by a Gentleman eminently ſkilled in mercantile Affairs, that 
Inſurance was practiſed by many Nations; but he did not 
inform us of what one of the Clauſes makes it proper to 
enquire, whether they allowed the Method of inſuring Inte. 
Teſt or no Intereſt, and rating Ships at an imaginable Value, 
'This is, I know, 1s prohibited by the Dutch ; a Nation whoſe 
Authority on commercial Queſtions will not be diſputed ; nor 
do they allow their Eaſt-India Ships to be inſured at all, 

The Difficulty of eſtimating the Value of any Cargo 
has been urged in Defence of this Practice, nor is the De. 
fence wholly without Weight, becauſe the Cargo in many 
Voyages cannot be aſcertained. I ſhall, however, take this 
Opportunity of obſerving, tho' I may ſomewhat digreſs from 
the preſent Argument, how neceſſary it is that ſome of our 
exported Cargoes ſhould be exactly ſpecified. 

I have been lately informed, Sir, that ſix Ships laden 
with Britiſh Wool, have'entered at one time into a Port of 
France ; nor do I know how this Practice, which is juſtly 


complained of as pernicious to our Trade, and threatening 


the Ruin of our Country, can be prevented but by a conſtant 
and regular Particularization of every Cargo carried to 
France. | 

I admit, Sir, that ſome Cargoes which are imported 
caynot be particularly regiſtered; ſuch is the Gold with 
which we are daily ſupplied by our Commerce with the 


French in Oppoſition to their Laws, and which our Mer. 


Chants are therefore under the Neceſſity of concealing. 
It is not indeed eaſy to foreſee all the Inconveniencies 
that-may ariſe from new Regulations of Commerce; but the 


ifficulty is not ſo great as has been repreſented, nor can [ 
2 cult 5 a_— 


i ( 5 
couceive why all our Conſultations on Trade ſhould be with. Ango 14, Ged., 
out Effect. Gentlemen may obtain ſome Knowledge of II 1740. 
Commerce from their own Obſervation, which they may en- 

1 large by an unconſined and indifferent Converſation with 

4 Traders of various Claſſes, and by Enquiries into the diffe-. 


1 rent Branches of Commerce ; uiries, Sir, which are ge- 
| nerally neglected by thoſe whoſe Employments confine their 
„Attention to particular Parts of Commerce, or whoſe Ap- 


plication to Buſineſs hinders them from attending to any 
Opinions but thoſe which their own perſonal Experience 
enables them to form. 

From theſe Informations impartially collected, and dili- 
gently compared, a Man not engaged in the Profeſſion of a 
Merchant may form general Principles, and draw Conſe- 
quences more certain, and more extenſive in their Relations, 
than thoſe which are ſtruck out only from the Obſervation of 
one ſubdivided Species of Commerce. 

A Member of this Houſe, Sir, thus enlightened by En- 
quiry, and whoſe Judgment is not diverted from its natural 
Rectitude, by the Impulſe of any private Confideration, may 
judge of any commercial Debate with leſs Danger of Error 
or Partiality than the Merchants, of whom. nevertneleſs d 
have the higheſt Eſteem, and whoſe Knowledge or Probity 
Ido not intend to depreciate, when I declare my Fears, that 
they may ſometimes confound general Maxims of Trade 
with the Opinion of particular Branches, and ſometimes miſ- 
take their own Gain for the Intereſt of the Public. 

The Intereſt of the Merchants ought indeed always to 
be conſidered in this Houſe ; but then it ought to be regarded 
only in Subordination to that of the whole Community, 2 
Subordination which the Gentleman who ſpoke laſt ſeems to 
have forgotten, He may perhaps not intend long to retain 
his Senatorial Character, and therefore delivered his Opinion 
only as a Merchant. 5 

He has diſtinguiſhed between the Conduct of experienced 
and unſkilful Inſurers, with how much Juſtice I ſhall not de- 
termine, I am afraid that a vigorous Enquiry would diſco- 
ver, that neither Age nor Youth has been able to refiſt ſtrong 
Temptations to ſome Practices, which neither Law nor Juſ- 
tice can ſupport, and that thoſe whoſe Experience has made 
them cautious, have not been always equally honeſt. 

But this is a Subject upon which I am not inclined to 
dwell, and only mention as the Reaſon which convinces me 
of thePropriety of the Bill before us,” 
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Sir William Yonge. 

S1R, 1 

« There appears no Probability that the different Oi. 

nions which have been formed of this Bill will be recos. 

ciled by this Debate; ner indeed is there any Reaſon for 
wondering at this Contrariety of Sentiments. 

The ſeveral Clauſes of the Bill have Relations and Con. 


ſequences ſo different, that ſcarce any one Man can approye 


them all; and in our preſent Deliberation an Odjection to x 
particular Clauſe is conſidered as an Argument againft the 
whole Bill. - | | 
It is therefore neceflary to prevent an unprofitable Ex- 
eof Time, to reſolve the Houſe into a Committee, in 
which the Bill may be conſidered by ſingle Clauſes, and that 
Part which cannot be defended may be rejected, and that 
only retained which deſerves our Approbation. In the Com- 
mittee, when we have conſidered the firſt Clauſe, and heard 
the ObjeAions againſt it, we may mend it; or, if it cannot be 


"amended, reje& or poſtpone it, and ſo proceed through the 


whole Bill with much greater Expedition, and at the fame 


time with a more diligent View of every Clauſe, than while 
we are obliged to take the whole at once into our Confidera. 
tion. 

« [ ſhall for my Part approve ſome Clauſes, and make 
Objections to others; but think it proper to reſerve my Ob. 
jections, and the Reaſons of my Approbation, for the Com- 
mittee into which we ought to go on this Occaſion.” * 

| The 


— 


De Bill isſill wat as follows: 
A Bil L to prevent ſome Inconveniencies ariſing from Inſur- 
ances of Ships. 


Whereas it hath been found by Experience, that the making 
Aſſurances, Intereſt or no Intereft, hath been 1e of 
many pernicious Practices, whereby' great Numbers of Ships, 


with their Cargoes, have been frandulentiy lat and defiroxtd; 


and a great Encouragement to the Exportation of Waol, and tht 
carrying on many other probibited and clandeſtine Trades, wobich 
are thereby —_ and the Parties concerned ſecured fron 
Loſs, as will to the Diminution of the public Revenue, as ti 
the great Detriment and Loſs of the fair Trader; and by in. 
troducing an illegal and miſchievous kind of Gaming or Wager- 
ing, under the Pretence of afuring the Riſt on Shipping and 


fair Trade, the Inllitution and laudabie Deſign of making Aſs 


rants 
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The Bill was referr'd to a Committee, but not forty Mem- Anno 14,Geo. 
bers ſtaying in the Houſe, it was dropt. | 6 IL 1740.” 


Agreed to the Report of the Mutiny and Deſertion- Bill: 
Ordered it to be engrofſled.  _ | : 

In a grand Committee, went thro the Bill for opening a 
Trade thro' Ruſſia to Perfia, with ſeveral Amendments. 

March zd. Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for pu- 
niſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, and for the better Payment of 
the Army, and their Quarters : Ordered it to the Lords. 

Went into a grand Committee on the Bill for the Encou- Proceeding 
ragement of Seamen, and for the ſpeedier Manning bis Ma- an the .. 
jeſtys Fleet, when che firſt Clauſe being read, propoſing the Seamen's Bill. 
Blanks to be fill'd thus that every Voluntier Seaman, after 
five Years Service, be entitled to Six Pounds per Year, during 
Life, Sir John Barnard expreſſed himſelf as follows: 

2-0 


rances hath been perverted ; and that which was intended for 
the Encouragement of Trade and Navigation, becomes hurtful of, 
and deftrutive to the ſame. 

For Remedy whereof, and for the effe ual putting a Stop to, 
and for preventing the like unwarrantable Practices for the 
future, Be it enafted, Fc. That all Policies, Inſtruments, 
Contras, or Promiſes of Aſſurance, made from and after 

Intereſt or no Intereſt, and Policies valued at the Sum affur- 
ed, or without further Prof of Intereſt, than the Policy, or in 
any other Wards or Manner, to that or the ſame Effect; or upon 
Skips, or other Veſſels or Goods, loaden or to be laaden thereon, 
nt made bona fide upon Intereft, ſhall be, and are hereby de- 
clared (void) any Law, Statute, or Cuftom to the contrary 
in any wiſe notwithſtanding. . 

Provided always, that nothing in this AR contained, ſhall ex- 
tend, or be confirued to extend, to vacate or make void any Au 
rances made without Fraud, upon Intereft of the whole, or any 
Part of the Sum for which the Aſſured ſhall appear to be con- 
cerned in the Veſſel, or Goods ſo aſſured. 

Provided always, that nothing in this Ad contained, foall 
vacate or make void any Aſſurance made upon Account Mo- 
ney lent upon Reipondeniia, or Bottomree Bonds, in which the 
Berefit of Salvage is allowed the Lender; nor any Aſſurance 
mace bona fide, to re- aſſure any Sum before aſſured, on any Ships 
er Veſſels, or their Cargoes ; provided the ſame be mentioned in 
the Policy to be Re-afſurance, or on Maney ſo lent on Reſpon- 
dentia, or Bottomree Bonds. 

And whereas by ſeveral Ads of Parliaments the Subject of 
4% Kingdom in general are reftrained from trading 70 

aft 


Anno 14, Geo» 
OV Ng 
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« As it is our Duty to provide Laws, by which all Frands 
and Oppreſſions may be puniſhed, when they are detetied, 


81 R, 


we are no leſs obliged to obviate ſuch Practices as ſhi} make 
Puniſhments nece ; nor are we only to facilitate the De. 
tection, but take away, as far as it is poſſible, the Opportunities 
of Guilt. It is to no Purpoſe Puniſhments are threatened, if 
they can be evaded, or that Rewards are offered, if they may 
by any mean Artifices be with-held. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, I think it neceſſary toobſerve, that 
the Intent of this Clauſe, the moſt favourab'e and alluring 
Clauſe in the Bill, may loſe its Effect by a Practice not un- 


. ITY 


he. 
nn 


Eaft- Indies, and the fole Right of trading thereto is by Lau 
weſted in the united Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the Eafl- Indies; notwithſtanding which, Afſurances are often 
made in Great Britain upon Ships and Effects belonging to the 
Subjects of foreign Nations or Powers trading to the Eaft-In- 
dies: Be it farther enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, that all 
Aſſurances made after the Day of upon 
any Ships or Effects belonging to any foreign Kingdom, Nation, or 
Porwer, or to the Subject thereof, trading to and from the Faft- 
Indies, or from one Part thereof 10 another, fhall be deemed 
and taken to be [void] to all Intents, Comſtructions and Pur- 
poſes whatſoever. . 

And whereas Aſſurance on the Ships or Effet of Perſans, 
alien Enemies to this Kingdom, are greatly prejudicial to the 
' true Intereſ thereof, and upon the Capture of ſuch Ships or Ef- 
fs, the real Loſs ſuſtained often falls upon the Subject of 
Great Britain, who have made ſuch Aſſurances, Be it further 
enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, that no Aſſurance 
to be made directly or indirefly on any the Ships or Effect of the 
Subjects of any Prince or State, not in Amity with the Crown 
of Great Britain, at the Time ſuch Aſſurance is made, hall 
be of any Force or Validity in Law; but Hall be [void] to all 
Intents, Conflruftions, and Parpoſes whatfeever. 

Provided always, that if his Majefly Shall, at any tine, 
during the preſent War, think fit, in Purſuance of a Proviſo 
contained in an Ad made in the laſt Seffion of Parliament, in- 
titled, An Act for prohibiting Commerce with Spain, to tai 
off the Probibitions and Reftritions of Commerce, or any Part 
theregf ; then, and in ſuch Caſo, it Sall and may be lawful te 
make Aſſurance on ſuch Commerce, or any Part thereef ; Of 
thing herein contained to the contrary notwithſtanding." 
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common, by which any Man, however inclined to ſerve his Anno 1% Geo. 


Country, may be defrauded of the Right of a Voluntier. 


Ships of War, and after having been rejected by them as 
urfit for the Service, have been dragged on Board within a 
few Days, perhaps within a few Hours aſterwards, to undęr- 
go all i Hardſhips, without the Merit of Voluntiers. 

« When any Man, Sir, has been rejected by the Sea-Ofi- 
cers, he ought to have a Certificate given him, which ſhal be 


an Exemption from an Imprels, that, if any other Commander 


ſhall judge more fivourably of his Qualifications, be may al- 
ways have the Privilege of a Voluntier, and be entitled to the 
Reward which he deſerved, by his Readineſs to enter the 
Service. | 

If fuch Proviſions are not made, this hateful Practice, a 
Practice, Sir, common and notorious, and very diſcouraging 
to ſuch as would enter the Service of the Public, may ſo far 
prevail, that no Man hall be able to denominate himſelf a 
Voluntier, or claim the Reward propoſed by the Bill.“ 


Sir Charles Wager. 
Six, 


« It is not common for Men to receive Injuries without , ,_: 1 
applying for Redreſs, when it may certainly be obtained. If Wagers 


any Proceedings like thoſe which are now complained of, had 
been mentioned at the Board of Admiralty, they had been 
immediately cenſured and redreſſed; but as no ſuch Accuſa- 
tions were offered, I think it may probably be concluded, that 
no ſuch Crimes have been committed. 

For what Purpoſe Oppreſſions of this kind ſhould be 
praQtiſed, is not eaſy to conceive ; for the Officers are not 
at all rewarded for Impreſſing Sailors, As therefore it is 
not probable that any Man acts wickedly or cruelly without 
Temptation; as I have never heard any ſuch Injury com- 
plained of by thoſe that ſuffer'd it, I cannot but imagine, that 
it is one of thoſe Reports, which ariſe from Miſtake, or are 
forg'd by Malice, to injure the Officers, and obſtruct the Ser- 
vice. 


Lord Baltimore. 
SR, 


* That the Practice now complained of, is very fre- 
quent, and, Whatever may be the Temptation to it, ſuch as 
every Day produces ſome Inſtances ot, I have Reaſons ſor aſ- 
lerting with great Confidence. I have, within theſe few 
Days, as | was accidentally upon the River, in form'd myſelf 
of two Watermen ignominioufly dragg d by Force into the 
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«© Many Men have voluntarily applied to the Officers of \ VN 
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Anno 14, GeoService to which they had voluntarily offer'd themſeleves 1 


IL 17 40. 


Sir John 
Norris. 


Sir John 
Earnard. 


the only Odbjection to the Clauſe before us, which appears 


few Days before. The Reaſons of ſuch Oppreſſion, it is the 
Buſineſs of thoſe Gentlemen to enquire, whom his Majeſiy 
entruſts with the Care of his Fleet; but to interrupt the 
Courſe of Wickedneſs, to hinder it from fruſtrating the Re. 
wards offer*'d by the Public, is the Province of the Repreſen- 
tatives of the People. And I hope, Sir, ſome Proviſo will be 
made in this Caſe.” 


Sir John Norris. 
S1 R, 


If any ſuch Practices had been frequent, to what can it 


be imputed, that thoſe who employ their Lives in Maritime 
Buſineſs ſhould be Strangers to them ? Why have no Com- 
plaints been made by thoſe that have been injured ? Or why 
ſhould Officers expoſe themſelvs to the hazard of Cenſure, 
without Advantage? I cannot diſcover why theſe Hardſhips 
ſhould be inflicted, nor how they could have been concealed, 
and therefore think the Officers of the Navy may be cleared 
from the Imputation, without further Enquiry.” 


Sir John Barnard. 


SIR, 


It is in vain that Objections are made, if the Facts upon 
which they are founded may be denied at pleaſure: No- 
thing is more eaſy than to deny, becauſe Proofs are not re- 
quired of a Negative. But as Negatives require no Proof, 
ſo they have no Authority, nor can any Conſequence be de. 
duced from them. I might therefore ſuffer the Facts to re- 
main in their preſent State, aſſerted on one ſide by thoſe that 
have Reaſons to believe them, and doubted on the other 
without Reaſons; for ſurely he cannot be ſaid to reaſon, who 
queſtions an Aſſertion only becauſe he does not know it to be 
true. 

Zut as every Queſtion by which the Liberty of a Briton 
may be affected, is of Importance ſufficient to require that no 
Evidence ſhould be ſuppreſſed by which it may be cleared, 
T cannot but think it proper that a Committee ſhould be 


formed to examine the Conduct of the Officers in this Par- 


ticular; and, in Confidence of the Veracity of thoſe from 
whom I received my Information, I here promiſe to produce 
ſuch Evidence as ſhall put an End to Controverſy and 
Doubt. | 

If this is not granted, Sir, the Fact muſt ſtand recorded 
and allowed ; for to doubt, and refuſe, Evidence, is a Degree 
of Prejudice and Obſtinacy without Example. Nor is this 


ey 


8 
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very imperfe& with regard to the Qualifications ſpecified as Anon 14, Geo, 
a Title to the Reward. The Reward ought not to be con- IL. 17%. 
ned to thoſe who ſhall hereafter be invited by the Promiſe of \w WU 
it to engage in the Service, while thoſe who entered into it 
without any ſuch ProſpeR, are condemned to Dangers and 
Fatigue without a Recompence. Where Merit is equal, 
the Reward ought to be equal; and ſurely where there is 
greater Merit, the Reward, propoſed by the Parliament as an 
Encouragement to Bravery, ought not to be leſs, To be 
excluded from the Advantages which others have obtained 
only by nearer Arp Service, cannot but depreſs the Spirit 
of thoſe whoſe Zeal and Courage incited them, at the Begin- ' 
ning of the War, to enter into the Fleet; and to dejeR thoſe 
from whom we expect Defence and Honour is neither pru- 
dent nor juſt. 

« Nor is it, in my Opinion, proper to offer the ſame Re- 
ward indiſcriminately to all that ſhall accept it; Rewards 
ought to be proportioned to Deſert, and no Man can juſtly 
be paid for what he cannot perform; there ought, therefore, 
to be ſome Diſtinction made between a Seaman by Profeſſion, 
one that has learned his Art at the Expepce of long Expe- 
rience, Labour and Hazard, and a Man who only enters the 
Ship becauſe he is uſeleſs on Land, and who can only incom- 
mode the Sailors till he has been inſtructed by them, 

It appears, Sir, to me a conſiderable Defect in our Naval 
Regulations, that Wages are not proportioned to Ability; 
and [ think it may not be now unſeaſonably propoſed, that 
Sailors ſhould be paid according to the Skill which they 
have acquired; a Provifion by which an Emulation would be 
raiſed among them, and that Induftry excited, which now 
languiſhes for want of Encouragement ; ard thoſe Capacities 
awakened, which now ſlumber in Ignorance and Sloth, from 
the Deſpair of obtaining any Advantage by Superiority of 
Knowledge, 


& 7” FW 0” 


Sir Robert Walpole. 


Sin, 

That this Charge, Sir, however. poſitively urged, is ge- Sis Robert 
nerally unjuſt, the Declarations of theſe Honourable Gen- Walppole 
tlemen are ſufficient to evince, ſince it is not probable that 
the injured Perſons would not have found ſome Friend to 
have repreſented theſe Hardſhips to the Admiralty, and no 
{2ch Repreſentations could have been made without their 
Knowledge. | | 

vet, Sir, I am far from doubting that, by Accident, or 
perhaps by Malice, ſome Men have been treated in this 
manner; for it is not in the Power of any Adminiſtration 

D d 2 to 


Auno £4, Geo. to make all thofe honeſt or wiſe whom they ire obliged to 
IL 1745. 


Sir John 
Norris. 
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employ ; and when great Affairs are depending, minute Cir- 


cumſtances cannot always be attended to. If the Vigilance 


of thoſe who are entruſted with the chief Direction of great 
Numbers of ſubordinate Officers be ſuch, that corrupt bras. 
tices are not frequent, and their Juſtice ſuch, that they are 
never urſpuniſhed when legally detected, the moſt ſtrict En. 
quirer can expect no more. Power will ſometimes be abuſed, 
and Puniſhment ſometimes be eſcaped. 

It is, Sir, eaſy to be conceived that a Report may be. 
come general, tho” the Practice be very rare. The Fact is 
multiplied as often as it is related, and every Man who hears 
the ſame Story twice, imagines that it is told of different Per. 
ſons, and exclaims againſt the Tyranny of the Officers of the 
Navy. \ 
« But theſe, in my Opinion, Sir, are Queſtions, if not 


remote from the preſent Affair, yet by no means eſſential to 
it. The Queſtion now before us is, not what Illegalities 


have been committed in the Execution of [mpreſſes, but how 
Impreſſes themſelves may become leis neceſſary ? How the 
Nation may be ſecured without Injury to Individuals ? And 
how the Fleet may be manned with leſs Detriment to Com- 
merce ? 

Sir, the Reward now propoſed is intended to excite 
Men to enter the Service without Compn|ſion ; and if thi: 
Expedient be not approved, another ought to be ſuggeſted: 
For I hope Gentlemen are united in their Endeavours to find 
out ſome Method of Security to the Public, and do not cb. 
ſtruct the Proceedings of the Committee, that, when the 
Fleets lie inactive and uſeleſs, they may have an Opportu- 
nity to reproach the Miniſtry.” 


Sir John Norris, 

S R, 

Tho' it is not neceſſary to enter into an accurate En- 
mination of the Gentleman's Propoſal, yet I cannot but 
obſerve, that by making it he diſcovers himſelf unacquainted 
with the Diſpoſition of Sceamen, among whom nothing raiſes 
ſo much Diſcontent as the Suſpicion of Partiality. Should 
one Man, in the ſame Rank, receive larger Wages than an- 
other, he who thought himſelf injured, as he who is paid 
leſs will always think, would be ſo far from exerting his 
Abilities to attain an Equality with his Aſſociate, that. he 
would probably never be prevailed on to lay his Hand upor 
the Tackling, but would fit ſullen, or work perverſely, tho 
the Ship were labouring in a Storm, or finking in a Battle. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Gore. 


Sit, 

« The Danger of introducing Diſtinfions among Men in 
the fame Rank, where every Man that imagines his Merit 
neglected may have an Opportunity of reſenting the Injury, 
js doubtleſs ſuch as no prudent Commander will venture to 
incur. 

« Every Man in this Caſe becomes the Judge of his own 
Merit; and as he will always diſcover ſome Reaſon for the 
preference of another very different from Superiority of De- 
ſert, he will, by conſequence, be either enraged or diſpiried, 
will either reſolve to deſert his Commander, or betray him 
to the Enemies, or not oppoſe them. 

« | remember, tho' imperfectly, a Story which I heard in 
my Travels, of an Army in which fome Troops received a: 
Penny a Day leſs than the reſt ; a Parſimony which coſt dear 
in the Day of Battle, for the diſguſted Troops laid down 
their Arms before the Enemy, and ſuffered their General to 
te cut in Pieces,” 


General Wade. 


SIR, 


© [cannot but concur with the Honourable Gentleman in 
his Opinion, that thoſe who are already engaged in the 
Service, who have born the Fatigues of a long Voyage, and 
p:rhaps are at this Hour expoſing their Lives in Battle to 
defend the Rights of their Country, ought to have the ſame 
Claim to the Reward propoſed with thoſe who ſhall here- 
aſter offer themſelves. Nor in my Opinion ought thoſe 
who have hitherto been preſſed into our Fleets to be diſ- 
couraged from their Duty by an Excluſion from the ſame 
Advantage: For if they were compelled to ſerve in the 
Fleet, they were compelled when there was not this Encou- 
:agement for Voluntiers, which, perhaps, they would have 
accepted if it had been then propoſed. Every Man at leaſt 
will al'edge, that he would have accepted it, and complain he 
ſuffers only by the Fault of the Government; a Govern- 
ment which he will not be very zealous to defend, while he 
is conſidered with leſs Regard than others from whom no 
greater Services are expected. 

A Proſpect of new Rewards, Sir, will add new Ala- 
erity to all the Forces, and an equal Diſtribution of Favour 
will ſecure an unſhaken and inviolable Fidelity. Nothing 
but Union can produce Succeſs, and nothing can ſecure Union 
but Impartiality and Juſtice,” 


Mr. 


Arno 14, Ges. 
IL. 15 40. 


Mr. Gore. 


General Wade 
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14, G 
Ae Mr. Sandys. 
CW Six, 4 
Sam. Sandy, * The Efficacy of Rewards, and the Neceſſity of an im. 
Ely; partial Diltribution, are no unfruitful Subjects for Rhetorie; 


but it may perhaps be more uſeful at preſent to conſider with 
ſuch a Degree of Attention as the Queſtion mult be acknoy. 
ledged to deſerve, to whom theſe Rewards are to be paid, 
and from what Fund they are expected to ariſe. 

With regard to thoſe who are to claim the Reward, dir, 
they ſeem very negligently ſpecified ; for they are diſtin. 
guiſhed only by the Character of having ſerved five Years ; 
a Diſtinction unintelligible, without Explanation, 

« [t is, I ſuppoſe, Sir, the Intent of the Bill, that no Man 
ſhall miſs the Reward but by his own Fault, and therefore it 
may be enquired, what is to be the Fate of him who ſhall 
be diſabled in his firſt Adventure, whom in the firſt Year or 
Month of his Service, an unlucky Shot ſhall confine for the 
remaining Part of his Life to Iuactivity: As the Bill is now 
formed, he mult be miſerable without a Recompence; and 
his Wounds, which make him unable to ſupport himſelf, 
will, tho” received in Defence of his Country, entitle him 
to no Support from the Public. | 

Nor is this tne only Difficulty that may ariſe from the 
ſpecifying of ſo long a Service; for how can any Man that 
ſhall enter on board the Fleet be informed that the War will 
continue for five Years? May we not all juſtly hope that 
Alacrity, Unanimity, and Prudence, may in a much ſhorter 
Time reduce our Enemies to beg for Peace? And ſhall our 
Sailors loſe that Reward of their Hazards and their Labours, 
only becauſe they bave been ſucceſsful ? What will this be 
leſs than making their Bravery a Crime or Folly, and pu- 
niſhing them for not protracting the War by Cowardice or 
Treachery? 

But let us ſuppoſe, Sir, thoſe Defects ſupplied by a more 
explicite and determinate Specification, there will yet ariſe 
an Objection which the preſent State of our Revenues will 
not ſuffer to be anſwered. The Conſideration of the 
Greatneſs of the annual Payment which this Propoſal re- 
quires, ought to incite every Man to employ all his Sagach) 
in ſearch of ſome other Method equally efficacious and leis 
expenſive. | 

We have already, Sir, 40,000 Seamen in our Pay, to 
whom 8000 more are ſpeedily to be added ; when each of 
thele ſhall demand his Stipend, a new Burthen of 288000]. 
mutt be laid upon the Nation; upon a Nation, whoſe Lands 


are mortgaged, whoſe Revenues are anticipated, and T 
axes 
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"Taxes cannot be borne without Murmurs, nor increaſed with- * 1% Geo, 
out Sedition. | - 17.40” 
x7 The Nation has found by Experience, that Taxes once 
impoſed for jult Reaſons, and continued. upon plauſible Pre- 
tences, till they are become familiar, are afterwards continued 
upon Motives leſs laudable, are too productive of Influence, 
and too inſtrumental towards facilitating the Meaſures of the 
Miniſtry, to be ever willingly remitted.” | 


Col. Bladen. 


S1R, 

It is obvious that when the Balance is unequal, it may be Col. Bladen. 
reduced to an Equilibrium, as well by taking the Weight out 
of one Scale, as adding it to the other. The Wages offered 
by the Merchants overbalance, at preſent, thoſe which are 
propoſed by the Crown ; to raiſe the Allowance in the Ships 
of War, will be to lay new Loads upon the Public, and will 
incommode the Merchants, whoſe Wages muſt always bear 
the fame Proportion to the King's. The only Method then 
that remains, is to lighten the oppoſite Scale, by reſtrain- 
ing the Merchants from giving Wages in Time of War be- 
yond a certain Value; for as the Service of the Crown 1s 
then more immediately neceſſary to the general Advantage, 
than that of the Merchants, it ought to be made more gain- 
ful. Sailors, Sir, are not generally Men of very extenſive 
Views; and therefore we cannot expect that they ſhould pre- 
ter the general Good of their Country before their own pre- 
ſent Intereſt, a Motive of ſuch Power that even with Men of 
curious Reſearches, refin'd Sentiments, and generous Education, 
we ſee too often that it ſurmounts every other Conſideration., 


Lord Baltimore. 


SIR, 


To the Expedient which the Honourable Gentleman Lord 
who ſpoke laſt has ſuggeſted, and which he mult be confeſſed Baltimore. 
to have placed in the ſtrongeſt Light, many Objections may 
be raiſcd, which I am afraid will not eaſily be removed. 

The firſt, Sir, which occurs to me on this ſhort Reflec- 
tion is not leſs than the Impoſſibility of putting his Scheme 

| execution. The Preſcription of Wages which he propo- 
len, may be eluded by a thouſand Artifices, by advanced Mo- 
ney, by gratuitous Acknowledgments, the Payment of Money 
for pretended Services, or by {ecret Contracts, which it will 
be the Intereſt of both Parties to conceal. 

But if this Object ion could be ſurmounted by Severity and 
Vigilance, would not this Expedient help to deleat the ge- 
neral Intention of the Bill? A Bill not defigned as an imme- 

diate 
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Ango 14, Geo diate Reſource, a mere temporary Project to ſupply our 
17 40 


Mr. Tracy. 


Mc. Ryder. 


Fleets for the preſent Year, but as a Method for removing the 
only Obſtruction of the Brinſh Power, the Difficulty of man, 
ning our Ships of War, Yo 

It is, I hope, Sir, the Intention of every Man who has of. 
fered his Sentiments on this Occation, to contrive ſome 
ral Encouragement for Scamen, which ſball. not only invite 
them to aſſut their Country at the firſt Summons, but ſhall 
allure others to hualify themſelves for the Public Service, by 
engaging in the ſame Profeſſion. 


his is only to be done by making the Condition of 


Sailors leſs miſerable, by entitling them to Privileges, and ho- 
nouring them with Diſtinctions. But by limiting the Mer- 
chants Wages, if ſuch Limitations are indeed poſſible, though 
we may pailiate the preſent Diſtreſs, we ſhall diminiſh the 
Number of our Sailors, and, thereby, not only contract our 
Commerce, but endanger our Country.” 


Mr. Tracy. 
S ma, 

© I know not for what Reaſons the preſent Method of ad- 
vancing Rewards at entrance is practiſed, of which, however 
ſpecious it might appear, the Succeſs by no means encourages 
the Continuance. The Sailors, tho" not a Generation of 
Men much diſpoſed to Reflection, or qualified for Ratiocina- 
tion, are not yet ſo void of Thought as not eafily to perceive 
that a ſmall Increaſe of conſtant Wages is of more Value 
than ſeveral Pounds to be paid only at once, and which are 
ſquandered as ſoon as they are received. 

* Inſtead therefore of reſtraining the Wages of the Mer- 
chants, it ſeems probable that, by raiſing thoſe of the King, 
we may man the Fleet with moſt Expedition ; and one 
Method of raiſing the Wages will be to ſuppreſs the advanced 
Money.“ 


Mr. Ryder (Attorney General) 


S 1 x, 


If the Sum of Money now paid by Way of Advance can 
be ſuppoſed to have any Effect, if it can be imagined that any 
Number of Seamen, however inconſiderable, are allured by 
it into the Fleet, it is more uſefully employ'd than it can be 
ſuppoſed to be when ſank into the current Wages, and divi- 
ded into ſmall Payments. 

The Advance-Money is only paid to thoſe that enter: If 
no Voluntiers preſent themſelves, no Money is paid, and the 
Nation doth not ſuffer by the Offer : Rut if the Wages are 
raiſed, the Expence will be certain, without the Certainty af 

| Advantage 


. 3 6 #cc 
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Advantage; for thoſe that enter voluntarily into the Fleet, Anno 14, Geo? 
will receive no more than thoſe that are forced into it by an II. 1740. 
Impreſs ; and therefore there will be no Incitement to enter GW Ng 
without Com pulſion. Thus every other Inconvenience will , 
remain, with the Addition of a new Burthen to the Nation ; 
our Forces will be maintained at a greater Expence, and not 
raiſed with leſs Difficulty.” 


Lord Baltimore, 


S 1R, ; 

I cannot but concur in Opinion with the Hon. Gentle- Lord 
man who ſpoke laſt, from my own Acquaintance with the Baltimore, 
Sentiments and Habits that unalterably prevail among thoſe 
who have been accuſtom'd to the Sea; a Race of Men to the 
laſt Degree negligent of any future Events, and careleſs about 
any Proviſion againſt diſtant Evils; Men who have no 
Thouglitz at Sea but how to reach the Land, nor at Land 
but how to ſquander what they have gain'd at Sea. To Men 
like theſe it may eaſily be imagined that no Encouragement 
is equal to the Temptation of preſent Gain, and the Oppor- 
tunity of preſent Pleaſure, 

Of this any Man, Sir, may convince himſelf, who ſha]l 
talk to a Crew but half an Hour; for he ſhall find few among 
them, who will not for a ſmall Sum of preſent Money, ſell 
any diſtant Proſpect of Affluence or Happineſs. 

« Whether I am miſtaken in my Opinion, the honourable 
Members who have long commanded in the naval Service, 
can eaſily determine ; and I doubt not but they will agree, 
that no Motive can be propoſed to a Sailor equivalent to ime 
mediate Reward.” | | 


Sir William Vonge. 


81 n., 


© That ſome Diſtinction ought to be made to the Advan-,._....... 
tage of Voluntiers, if we . to mann our Fleet without 1 
Compulſion, is obvious and inconteſtable; and to avoid the 
Neceſſity of Compulſion ought to be the chief End of this 
Pill; for nothing can be leſs to the Advantage of the Nation, 
than to continue the Uſe of ſuch ungrateful Methods, and 
yet increaſe the public Expence. | 
We ought, therefore, in my Opinion, to determine upon 
eme peculiar Reward, either to be advanc'd upon their 
Entrance into the Service, or paid at their Diſmiſſion from 
kt. 
But as J ſee, Sir, no Reaſon for hoping that all the Ens 
couragement which can be offer'd, will raiſe Voluntiers in a 
luficient Number to ſecure our Navigation, and aſſert our 
Vol. VII, E e Sovereignty, 


** 
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Anno 14, Geo Sovereignty, it ſeems not proper to confine our Conſultations 


II. 740. 


Sir John 
Barnard. 


to this Part of the Bill; for ſince Compulſion is on, magy 
Occaſions apparently neceſſary, ſome Method requires to be 
confider'd, in which it may be legal. ** 
What new Power ought to be placed in the Magiſtrate, for 
what Time, and what Reſtrictions, I am far from aſſuming 
the Province of determining ; but that ſome Meaſures — 
be taken for compelling thoſe who cannot be perſuaded; 
and diſcovering thoſe that will not offer themſelves, cannot 


admit of Doubt ; and as the Magiſtrate is at preſent without 


any Authority for this Purpoſe, it is evident that his Power 
muſt be extended for the ſame Reaſon as it was given in its. 
preſent Degree, the general Benefit of the whole Com- 
munity . 

- Sir John Barnard. 


S1R, 
© If the Intent of this Bill be to enable one Part of the 


Nation to enſlave the other; if the plauſible and inviting 


Profeſſions of encouraging and increaſing Seamen, are to 
terminate in Violence, Conſtraint, and Oppreſſion; it is un- 
neceſſary to dwell longer upon particular Clauſes, The 
Intention of the Bill is deteſtable, and deſerves not the Cere- 
mony of Debate, or the Forms of common Regard. 

If a Man, Sir, is liable to be forc'd from the Care of his 
own private Affairs, from his favourite Schemes of Life, 
from the Engagements of domeſtic Tenderneſs, or the 
Proſpect of near Advantage, and ſubjected, without his Con- 
ſent, to the Command of one whom he hates, or dreads, or 
perhaps deſpiſes, it requires no long Argument to ſhew, that 
by whatever Authority he is thus treated, he is reduced to 
the Condition of a Slave, to that abject, to that hateful State, 
which every Engliþman has been taught to avoid at the 
Hazard of his Life, 8 EO 

It is therefore evident, that the Law which tends to confer 
ſucha Power, ſubverts our Conſtitution as far as its Effects 
extend ; a Conſtitution, which was originally formed as a 
Barrier againſt Slavery, and which one Age after another has 
endeavour'd to ſtrengthen. 

Such a Power, therefore, in whatever Hands it may be 
lodg'd, I ſhall always oppoſe. It is dangerous, Sir, to en- 
truit any Man with abſolute Dominion, which is ſeldom 
known to be impartially exerciſed, and which often makes 
thoſe corrupt and inſolent, whom it finds benevolent and 
honeſt, 

* The Bill propoſes only Encouragement; and Encourage- 
ment may be given by his Majeſty, without a new * 


* 


S > 


let us therefore draw up an Addreſs, and ceaſe to debate, An 


where there is no ProſpeQ of Agreement. 
Mr. Winnington. 
S 18, 


« The Payment of an annual Salary will, in my Opinion, be Mr. Winnings 


to the laſt Degree inconvenient and dangerous. The yearly 


Expence has been already eſtimated, and ariſes to a Sum - 


very formidable in our preſent State. Nor is the Neceſſity 
of adding to the Public Burthen, a Burthen which is already 
hard to be borne, the only Objection to this Propoſal. 
Nothing can more contribute to diſpirit the Nation, than 
to protract the Conſequences of a War, and to make the Ca. 


lamity felt, when the Pleaſures of Victory and Tine 


have been forgotten; we ſhall be inclin'd rather to bear Op- 
preſſion and Inſult, than endeavour after Redreſs, if we ſubject 
ourſelves and our Poſterity to endleſs Exactions. 

« TheExpences of the preſent Proviſion for ſuperannuated 
and diſabled Sailors, is no inconſiderable Tax upon the Pub- 
lic, which is not leſs burthen'd by it for the Manner of col- 
ecting it, by a Deduction from the Sailors Wages ; for, whe. 
ever pays it immediately, it is the ultimate Gift of the Na- 
tion, and the utmoſt that can be allowed for this Purpoſe. 

elt mult be confeſſed, Sir, the Perſons entitled to the Penſion 
are not ſufficiently diſtinguiſh'd in the Bill; by which, as it 
now ſtands, any of the worthleſs Superfluities of a Ship, even 
the Servants of the Captains, may, after five Years, put in 
their Demand, and plunder that Nation which they never 
terv'd. 

Nor do I think, Sir, the Efficacy of this Method will bear 
any Proportion to the Expence of it; for I am of Opinion, 
that few of the Sailors will be much affected by the Proſpect 
of a future Penſion. I am therefore for dazzling them with 
Five Pounds to be given them at their Entrance, which will 
be but a ſingle Payment, and probably fill our Fleets with 
greater Expedition, than Methods which appear more refin'd, 
and the Effects of deeper Meditation.” 


Lord Gage. 
SIX, 


no 14, Geo J 
11. 17%. 


ton. 


Nothing is more clear than that a yearly Penſion will Lord gag 


barthen the Nation without any Advantage; and as it will 
give Occaſion to innumerable Frauds, it is a Method which 
ought to be rejected. | 5 | 
As to the new Power, Sir, which is propoſed to be placed 
in the Hands of the Magiſtrates, it undoubtedly reduces every 
2Ullor to a State of Slavery, and is inconſiſtent with that na- 
E e 2 tur 


II. 1740 


* 


Mr. Pelham. 
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Anno 14, Geo tural Right to Liberty, which is confirmed and ſecured by our 


Conſtitution. The Bill therefore js, in my Opinion, defec. 
tive in all its Parts, of a Tendency generally pernicious, and 
cannot be amended but by rejecting it. 


Mr. Pelham. 
8 IX, 

I cannot but think it neceſſary, that, on this Occafion at 
leaſt, Gentlemen ſhould remit the Ardour of Diſputation, ard 
lay the Arts of Rhetoric aſide, that they ſhould reſerve their 
Wit and their Satire for Queſtions of leſs Importance, and 
unite, for once, their Endeavours, that this Affair may meet 
with no Obſtructions but from its natural Difficulty. 

We are now, Sir, engaged in a War with a Nation, if not 
of the firſt Rank in Power, yet by no Means contemptible 
in itſelf; and, by its Alliances, extremely formidable. We 
are expoſed, by the Courſe of our Trade, and the Situation of 
our Enemies, to many inevitable Loſſes, and have no Means 


of preventing our Merchants from being ſeized, without 


Danger or Expence to the Spaniards, but by covering the Sea 
with our Squacrons. | 

Nor are we, Sir, to ſatisfy ourſelves with barely defeating 
the Deſigns of the Spaniards; our Honour demands that we 
ſhould force them to Peace upon advantageous Terms; that 
we ſhould not repulſe, but attack them; not only preſerve 
our own 1rade and Puileihions, but endanger theirs. 

It is by no Means certain, Sir, that, in the Proſecution of 
theſe Deſigns, we ſh1'! not be interrupted by the Intereit o- 
Jealcuſy of a Nation far more powertul, whoſe Forces we 
ought therefore to be able to reſiſt. 

A vigorous Exertion of our Strength will probably either 
intimidate any other Power that may be inclin'd to attack us, 
or enable us to-repe] the Injuries that ſh Il be offered : Diſcord 
and Delay can only confirm our open Enemies in their Ob- 
ſtivacy, and animate thoſe that have hitherto concealed their 
Malignity to declare againſt us. | 

It is, therefore, Sir, in no degree prudent to aggravate the 
Trconventencies of the Meaſures propoſed, for accompliſhing 
what every Man ſeems equally to deũre; to declaim again 
the Expedients offered in the Bill as pernicious, unjutt, and 
oppreſuve, contributes very little to the Production of better 
Means. That our Affairs will not admit of long Suſpence, 
and that the preſent Methods cf raiüng Seamen are not effec- 
tual, is univerſauy allowed; it therefore evicently follows, 
Sir, that ſome otner muſt be ſpeedily ſtruck our. 

* I think it neceiiary to propoſe, that the Houſe de reſolved 
zato a Committee to-morrow Morring; and hope all tha: 

aſſemb a 
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ꝛſſemble on this Occaſion, will bring with them no other Paſ- Anno 14, 


fon than Zeal for their Country.” 


$ 


IL. 1740. 


The Speaker then reſumed the Chair, andthe Chairman of  V 


the Committee reported, that they had made ſome Progreſs ; 
and defir'd Leave 7 fit _ ES: 

The zd. Agreed to t Port of a Bill ing a 
Trade — and = Perſia thro* Ruſſia : Ordered bend — 

roſſed : 
s Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill ſor the more eaſy 
Recovery of Small Debts: Ordered it to the Lords. 

In a Committee, went thro' the Bill to'indemnify Proteſt- 
ant Purchaſers of Eſtates of Papiſts, &c. 

The 4th. In a grand Committee took into further Conſi- 
deration the Bill for the Encouragement of Seamen, and for 
the ſpeedier Manning his Majeſty's Fleet, when a Clauſe was 
offer d, by which 51. was propoſed to be advanced to an able 
Seaman, and zl. to every other Man that ſhould enter volun- 
tzrily into his Majeſty's Service, after 20 Days and within 60. 

Mr. Winnington. , 

S 1 Ry 


This is a Clauſe in which no Oppoſition can be a 
henced, as thoſe Gentlemen who declared their Diſapproba- 
tion cf the former, were almoſt unanimous in propoſing this 
Expedient, as the leaſt expenſive, and the molt likely to 
tueceed. 

« The Time for the Reception of Voluntiers upon this 
Condition, is, Sir, in my Opinion, judiciouſly determined. If 
it was extended to a greater length, or left uncertain, the Re- 
ward would loſe its Efficacy, the Sailors would neglect that 
whica they might accept at any time, and would only have 
teccurſe to the Ships of War hen they could find no other 
Employment. 8 

' Yer I cannot conceal my Aprehenſions, that this Bounty 
vil not alone be ſufficient to man our Fleets with proper Ex- 


* 
„„ 


decttion; and that as Allurements may be uſeful on one 
kane, Force will be found neceſſary on the other, that the 
241075 may not only be incited to engage in the Service by 
hopes of a Reward, but by the Fear of having their Negli- 
Serce to accept it puniſhed, by being compell'd into the ſame 
>ervice, and forfeiting their Claim by ſtaying to be com- 


*:% 
Dee 


— 4 * 


Lord Baltimore. 
S1 8, 
Io che Reward propoſed in this Clauſe, I have declared 
tt former Conference on this Bill, that I have no Ob- 
jection, 


ppre- Mr. Winnings 


ton. 


Lord 
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Anno 14, Geo. jection, and therefore have no Amendment to propoſe, ex. 
IL 1749. cept with regard to the Time limited for the Payment, 
As our need of Seamen, Sir, is immediate, why ſhould 
not a Law for their Encouragement immediately operate } 
What Advantages can ariſe from Delays? Or why is not 
that proper to be advanced now, that will be proper in 
twenty Days? That all the Time between the Enaction and 
Operation of this Law muſt be loſt, is evident; for who will 
enter for two Pounds, that may gain five by with-holding 
himſelf from the Service twenty Days longer ? 
Nor do I think the Time now limited ſufficient ; many 
Sailors who are now in the Service of the Merchants, may 
not return ſoon enough to lay Claim to the Bounty, who 
would gladly accept of it, and who will either not ſerve the 
Crown without it, or will ſerve with Diſguaſt and Complaints; 
as the Loſs of it cannot be imputed to their Backwardneſs, 
but to an Accident againſt which they could not provide. 


Mr. Winnington. 


81 n, | 
Mr. Winning- *©* Tho' I think the Time now fixed by the Bill ſufficient, 
ton. as J hope that our preſent Exigency will be but of ſhort Con- 
tinuance, and that we ſhall ſoon be able to raiſe Naval For. 
ces at a cheaper Rate, yet, as the Reaſons alledged for an Al. 
teration of the Time may appear to others of more Weight 
than to me, I ſhall not Oppolc the Amendment.” 


Sir John Barnard. 


S LR, 
Sir John With regard to the Duration of the Time fixed for the 
Barnard. Advancement of this Bounty, we may have Leiſure to delibe- 


rate; but ſurely it muſt be readily granted by thoſe who 
have expatiated fo copiouſly upon the preſent Exigencies of 
eur Affairs, that it cught immediately to commence. And 
if this be the general Determination of the Houſe, nothin 
can be more proper than to addreſs his Majeſty to offer, by 
Proclamation, an Advance of five Pounds, inftead cf two, 
which have been hitherto given; that, while we are concert- 
ing cther Meatuies for the Advantage of our Country, thoſe 
in Which we have already concurred, may be put in exe- 
cution. 

Mr. Pulteney. 

81 n, 

« I take this Opportunity to lay before the Houſe a 
Grievance waich very much retards the Equipment of our 
Fleets, and which mutt be redreſſed before any Meaſures for 

reconciling 


Ar Pulteney. 


* 
. 
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reconciling the Sailors to the public Service can be purſued Anno14,Geos 
with the leaſt Probability of Succeſs. II. 1740. 

« Obſervation, Sir, has informed me, that to remove the 
Deteſtation of the King's Service, it is not neceſſary to raiſe 
the Wages of the Seamen, it is neceſſary only to ſecure them: 
it is neceſſary to deſtroy thoſe hatefal Inſects that fatten in 
Idleneſs and Debauchery, upon the Gains of the induſtrious 
and Honeſt. 

When a Sailor, Sir, after the Fatigues and Hazards of 
a long Voyage, brings his Ticket to the Pay-Office, and de- 
mands his Wages, the deſpicable Wretch to whom he is o- 
bliged to apply, looks upon his Ticket with an Air of Im- 
porcance, acknowledges his Right, and demands a Reward 
for prelent Payment ; with which Demand, however exorbi- 
tant, the Neceſſities of his Family oblige him to comply. 

In this manner, Sir, are the Wives of the Sailors alſo 
treated when they come to receive the Pay of their Huſ- 
bands; Women, diſtrefled, friendleſs, and unſupported; they 
are obliged to endure every Inſult, and to yield to every Op- 
prefiion. And to ſuch a Height do thefe mercileſs Exactors 
raiie their Extortions, that ſometimes a third Part of the 
Wages is deducted. | 

Thus, Sir, do the vileſt, the meaneſt of Mankind, plun- 
der hoſe who have the higheit Claim to the Efteem, the 
Gratitude, and the Protection of their Country. This is 
the Hardſhip which with-holds the Sailors from our Navies, 
and forces them to ſeek for kinder Treatment in other Coun- 
tries. This Hardſhip, Sir, both Juſtice and Prudence call 
upon us to remedy; and while we neglect it, all our Delibe- 
rations will be ine ffectual.“ 


Mr. Southwell. | 
S1R, 


« Of the Hardſhips mentioned by the Honourable Gen- 
tleman who ipoke A, I have myſelf known an Inſtance, = 
too remarkable not to be mentioned. A Sailor in Ireland, 
ter his Voyage, met with ſo much D'fiiculty in obtaining 
bis Mages, that he was at length reduced to the Neceſſity of 
12om1ting to the Reduction of near a ſixth Part. Such are 
the 571evances with which tho are oppreſſed, upon whom 


tae Power, Security, and Happineſs of the Nation are ac- 
know/e.ged to depend.“ 


Sir Robert Walpole. 
SI Ry : 
It is not without Surprize that I hear the Diſguſt of Sir Robert 


e Sailors alcribed to any Irregularity in the Payment of Walpole. 
their 


tt. 


* 
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Anno 14, Geo. their Wages, which were never in any former Reign ſo punctu- 


I 17 40. 


The Speaker. 


and Uſurers. 


ally diſcharged. They receive, at preſent; twelve x 
Pay in — Months, without DeduRtion ; ſo that 1 
never more than fix Months for which any Demand remains 
unſatisfied, e 

But, Sir, the PanQuality of the Payment has produced 
of late great Inconveniencies; for there has been ſrequentiy 
a Neceſſity of removing Men from one Ship to another ; 
and it is the ſtated Rule of the Pay- Office, to affign every Man 
ſo removed his full Pay. Theſe Men, when the Govern. 
ment is no Jonger indebted to them, take the firſt Opportani. 
ty of deſerting the Service, and engaging in Buſineſs to which 
they are more inclined. 

« This 1s not a chimerical Complaint founded upon rare 
Inſtances, and produced only to counterbalance an Odjection; 
the Fact and the Conſequences are well known, fo well, that 
near 1400 Sailors are computed to have been loft by this 
Practice.“ W | 

The Speaker. 

SIR, 


« The Nature of the Employment with which I am en- 
truſted, makes it my Duty to endeavour that this Queſtion 
may be clearly underſtood, and the Condition of the Scamen, 
with Regard to the Reception of their Pay, juſtly repreſent- 


ed. 

have not been able to diſcover that any Sailor upon 
producing his Ticket, was ever obliged to ſubmit to the De- 
duct ion of any Part of his Wages, nor ſhould any Clerk or 
Officer under my Inſpection, eſcape for ſuch Oppreſſion, the 
ſevereſt Puniſhment, and moſt public Cenſure ; I would give 
him up to the Law without Reſerve, and mark him as infa- 
mous and unworthy of any Truſt or Employment. 

But there are Extortioners, Sir, by which thoſe unhappy 
Men, after having ſerv'd their Country with Honeſty. and 
Courage, are deprived of the lawful Gains of Diligence and 
Labour. There are Men to whom it is uſual amongſt the Sai- 
lors to mortgage their Pay before it becomes due, who never 
advance their Money bah ſuch Terms, as cannot be 


mention'd without Indigton. Theſe Men advance the 
Sum which is ſtipulated, and by Virtue of a Letter of Attor- 
ney are re-imburs'd at the Pay-Office. WE 

This Corruption is, I fear, not confin'd to particular 
Places, but has ſpread even to the Weſt-Indies, whete, as in 
his own Country, the poor Sailor is ſeduced, by the Tempta- 
tion of preſent Money, to ſell his Labour to Extortioners 


11 


% 


\ * 
(fs... = 
t [ appeal to the Gentleman whether the Inſtance which Anno 14, Geo. 
de mentioned was not of this Kind. I appeal to him with- IL. 1740. 
out Apprehenſion of receiving an Anſwer that can tend to 
invalidate what I have aſſerted. 


Mr. Southwell own'd it was by a Letter of Attorney. ] 


« This, Sir, is indeed a Grievance pernicious and oppreflive, 
which no Endeavours of mine ſhall be deficient in attempting 
to remove; for by this the Sailor is condemn'd, notwith- 
fanding his Induſtry and Succeſs, to perpetual Poverty, and 
to labour only for the Benefit of his Plunderer. 


The Clauſes were then read, Empowering the Juſtices of Clauſe rela- 


| —_— 
the Peace, &c. to iſſue Warrants to the Conſtables, &c. to — 


make general privy Searches, by Day or Night, for finding men. 
out and ſecuring ſuch Seamen and Seafaring Men as lie hid 
or conceal themſelves; and making it lawful for the Officers 
appointed to make ſuch Searches, to force open the Doors 
of any Houſe where they ſhall ſuſpect ſuch Seamen to be 
concealed, if Entrance be not readily admitted ; and for fix- 


ing a Penalty oa thoſe who ſhall harbour or conceal any Sea» 
men. 
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, Sir John Barnard, 


S IR, Debate there - 

0 We have been hitherto deliberating upon Queſtions, in wr john 
» which Diverſity of Opinions might naturally be expected, Barnard. 
Ir and in which every Man might indulge his own Opinion, 
e whatever it might be, without any dangerous Conſequences 
e to the Public. But the Clauſes now before us are of a diffe- 
* rent kind; Clauies which cannot be read without Aſtoniſn- 

| ment and Indignation, nor defended without betraying the 


* Liberty of the beſt, the braveſt, and moſt uſeful of our Fel- 
d low - Subjects 
ad * [t theſe Clauſes, Sir, ſhould paſs into a Law, a Sailor 
ü- and a Stave will become Terms of the ſame Signification. 
er Fiery Man who has devoted himſeif to the mott uſeful Pro- 
be {clion, and molt dangerous Service of his Country, will ſee 
he himlelf deprived of every Advantage which he has laboured 
r- to obtain, and made the mere paſũve Property of thoſe who 
live in Security by his Valour, and owe to his Labour that 
ar I:2zence which hardens them to Inſenſibility, and that Pride 
in dat iwells thei to Ingratitude, 
ta- Why mutt the Sailors alone, Sir, be marked out from 


all the other Orders of Men for Ignominy and Miſery ? 
* by muft they be ranked with the Enemies of Society, 
I *2pp2d like Vagabonds, aud purſued like the Thief and the 

Vor VII. 1 Murderer, 
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Anno 14, Geo Murderer, by public Officers ? How or when have they for- 


H. 17 40. 


feited the common Privilege of human Nature, or the general 
Protection of the Laws of their Country? If it is a juſt 
Maxim, Sir, that he who contributes moſt to the Welfare of 
the Public, deſerves moſt to be protected in the Enjoyment 
of his private Right or Fortune, (a Principle which ſurely 
will nat be controverted) where is the Man that dares ſtand 
forth and aſſert, that he has juſter Claims than the brave, the 
honeſt, the diligent Sailor ? | | 
I am extremely unwilling, Sir, to engage in ſo invidious 
an Undertaking, as the Compariſon of the harmleſs, inof. 
fenfive, reſolute Sailor, with thoſe who think themſelves en- 
titled to treat him with Contempt, to overlook his Merit, 
invade his Liberty, and laugh at his Remonſtrances. | 
Nor is it, Sir, neceſſary to dwell upon the peculiar Me- 
rit of this Body ; of Men it is ſufficient that they have the 


ſame Claims, founded upon the ſame Reaſons with our own; 


that they have never forfeited them by any Crime, and 
therefore that they cannot be taken away, without the moſt 
flagrant Violation of the Laws of Nature, of Reaſon, and 
of our Country, ; 

Let us conſider the preſent Condition of a Sailor, let 
us reflect a little upon the Calamities to which Cuſtom, tho 
not Law, has already made him ſubject, and it will ſurely 
not be thought that his Unhappineſs needs any Aggravation. 

He is already expoſed to be forced, upon his Return 
from a tedious Voyage, into new Hardſhips, without the In- 
termiſſion of a Day, and without the Sight of his Family; 
he is liable, after a Contract for a pleaſing and gainſul Voy- 
age, to be hurried away from his Proſpects of Intereſt, and 
condemned, amidſt Oppreſſion and Inſolence, to Labour and 
to Danger, almoſt without the Poſſibility of a Recompence. 
He has neither the Privilege of chuſing his Commander, nor 
of leaving him when he is defrauded and opprefled. 

« 'Thele, Sir, I (ay, are the Calamities to which he is now 
ſubject, but there is now a Poſſibility of eſcaping them. He 
is not yet deprived of the Right of Reſiſtance, or the Power 
of Flight; he may now retire to his Friend, and be pro- 
tected by him; he may take Shelter in his own Cottage, and 
treatany Man as a Robber, that ſball attempt to force his 
Doors. | 

« When: any Crews are returning Home in Time of 
War, they are acquainted with the Dangers of an Impreſs, 
but they comfort themſelves with contriving Stratagems to 
elude it, or with the Proſpe& of obtaining an Exemption from 
it by the Favour of their Friends: Proſpects which — _ 
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deceitful, and Stratagems frequently defeated, but which yet Anon 14, Geo, 


ſupport their Spirits, and animate their Induſtry. 


But if this Bill, Sir, ſhould become a Law, the Sailor, Wu 


inſtead of amuſing himſelf on his Return, with the Prol- 
pets of Eaſe, or of Pleaſure, will conſider his Country as a 
Place of Slavery, a Reſidence leſs to be defired than any o- 
ther Part of the World. He will probably ſeek, in the Ser- 
vice of ſome foreign Prince, a kinder Treatment, and will 
not fail, in any Country but his own, to ſee himſelf at leaſt 
on a Level with other Men. 

Nor will this Bill, Sir, '6nly give the Seamen new Rea- 


ſon of Diſguſt, but it will tend likewiſe to aggravate thoſe 


Grievances which already have produced a Deteſtation of 
the public Service, ſcarcely to be conquered. 

« The Officers of the Navy, Sir, will hardly be made 
leſs inſolent by an Increaſe of Power; they whoſe Tyranny 
has already alienated their Fellow Subjects from the King's 
Serrice, tho" they could only depend upon the Charac- 
ter of Probity and Moderation for the Proſpect of manning - 
their Ships in ſucceeding Expeditions, will probably, when 
they are animated by a Law like this, and made abſolute 
both by Land and Sea, indulge themſelves in the Enjoyment 
of their new Authority, contrive new Hardſhips and Oppreſ- 
fions, and tyrannize without Fear and without Mercy. Thus, 
Sir, will the Bill not only be tyrannical in itſelf, but the Pa- 
rent of Tyranny; it will give Security to the Cruel, and 
Confidence to the Arrogant. | 

© That any Man, at leaſt any Man bred from his Infancy 
to change his Reſidence, and accuſtomed to different Cli- 
mates and to foreign Nations, will fix by Choice in that 
Country where he finds the worſt Reception, is hardly to be 
imagined We ſee, indeed, that Men unqualified to ſupport 
themſelves in other Countries, or who have, by long Cuſtom, 
contracted a Fondneſs for particular Methods of Life, will 
bear very uncomfortable Circumſtances, without endeavour- 
ing to improve their Conditions by a Change of their Habi- 
tations, But the Temper of a Sailor, acquainted with all 
Parts, and indifferent to all, is of another kind. Such, Sir, 
Is his Love of Change, ariſing either from Wantonneſs or 
Curioſity, that he is hard to be retained by the kindeſt Treat- 
ment and moſt liberal Rewards, and will therefore never 
kruggle with his habitual Diſpoſitions, only to continue in a 
State of Slavery. 

* I think it therefore, Sir, very evident that this new 
alethod of encouraging Sailors will be ſo far from increaſing 
dem, that it may probably drive them out of the — 
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Auno 14, Ceo. and at once ruin our Trade and our Navy; at once beggar 


and diſarm us. 

Let me now ſuppoſe, Sir, for a Moment, the Bill "leſs 
pernicious in its Conſequences, and conſider only the Diff. 
culties of executing it. Every Sea-faring Man is to be ſeized 
at Pleaſure by the Magiſtrate ; but what Definition is given 
of a Sea-faring Man ? Or by what CharaQteriftic is the Ma. 
giſtrate to diſtinguiſh him? I have never been able to diſco- 
ver any Particularities in the form of a Seaman that mark 
him out from the reſt of the Species. There is, indeed, leſs 
Servility in his Air, and leſs Effeminacy in his Face, than 
In thoſe that are commonly to be ſeen in Drawing- Rooms, 
in Brothels, and at Reviews ; but I know not that a Seaman 
can be diſtinguiſhed from any other Man of equal Induſtry 
or Uſe, who has never enervated bimſelf by Vice, nor po- 
Iiſhed himſelf into Corruption. So that this Bill, Sir, if it 
ſhall paſs into a Law, will put it at once in the Power of the 
Magiſtrate to diſpoſe of Seamen at his Pleaſure, and to term 
whom he pleaſes a Seaman. 

Another Expedient, Sir, has been offered on this Occa- 
ſion not equally tyrannical, but equally inadequate to the 
End in View, It is propoſed to reſtrain the Merchants from 
giving Wages beyond a certain Rate, on the Suppoſition that 
the Sailors have no Motive but that of larger Wages, to pre- 
fer the Service of the Merchants to that of the Crown. 

This, Sir, is a Miſtake which might eaſily ariſe from a 
partial and imperfe&t Knowledge of the Affair, with which 
very few Gentlemen have Opportunities of being well ac- 
quainted. The Wages, Sir, are the ſmalleſt Inducements 
which fix the Seamen in their Choice. The Proſpect of 
kinder Treatment, the Certainty of returning Home in a 
fixed Time, and the Power of chuſing what Voyages they 
will undertake, cannot but be acknowledged very reaſonable 
Motives of Preſerence. a 

On the contrary, Sir, when they are once engaged in a 


Ship of War, they know neither whither they are going, 


what Dangers they ſhall encounter, what Hardſhips, they 
mall ſuffer, nor when they ſhall be diſmiſſed. 

« Befiges, Sir, I do not think it poſſible by any Law to 
limit the Wages to be paid by Merchants, ſince they will 
change the Term of Wages into that of a Preſent, or admit 
the Sailors to a ſmall Share in the Freight, and fo all the Pre- 
caution we can take will become ineffectual. 

In the mean time, Sir, how much ſhall we embarraſs our 
own Commerce, and impair our natural Strength, the Power 
of our Fleets? We ſhall terrify our Sailors on the one Hand, 


and endeavdur to ſtarve them on the other; we ſhall _— 
bo 


K Oo = © 


nr << DD 


k EE ACS ao. AS Cid ods ben 


Tt 2a) 


zrive them from us by unheard. of Severities, but take away Anno 14; Ge 


every Motive that can induce them to expoſe themſelves to 
the Danger of ſuftering them. ES 

« If we confider, Sir, with what Effect Methods nearly 
approaching theſe were practiſed in the Reign of the late 
Queen Anne, we ſhall find that not more than 1500 Seamen 
were raiſed, and thoſe at the Expence of more than 400ol. 
ſo that the Effects bore no Proportion to the Means; our 
Laus were infringed, and our Conſtitution violated to no 
Purpoſe. 

; Doe what Reaſon, Sir, can be aſſigned for which it muſt 
be more difficult to ſupply the Fleet now with Sailors than 
atany other Time ? This War, Sir, *was demanded by the 
public Voice, in purſuance of the particular Remonſtranc 
of the Merchants, and it is not to be ſuppoſed that the Sai- 
lors, or any other Body of Men, engage in it with a parti- 
cular Reluctance. 

] am therefore inclined to believe that the Suſpicion of 
creat Numbers hid in the Country, at a Diſtance from the 


Coalts, is merely chimerical ; and that if we ſhould paſs 


this Bill, we ſhould do nothing more than grant an oppreſ- 
five and unconſtitutional Power of Search for what in reality 
is not to be found. ; 

How oppreſſive this Power may become in the Hands of 
a corrupt or inſolent Magiſtrate, any Man may diſcover 
„bo remembers that the Magiſtrate is made Judge, without 
Appeal, of his own Right to denominate any Man a Sailor. 
and tnat he may break open any Man's Doors at any Time, 
without alledging any other Reaſon than his own Suſpicion ; 
ſo that no Man can ſecure his Houſe from being ſearched, or, 
perhaps, his Perſon from being ſeiz d. 

It may indeed be alledged, Sir, that this will be only a tem- 
porary Law, and 1s to ceaſe with the Exigence that made it 
neceſlary: But long Experience has inform'd us, that ſevere 
Jaws are enacted more readily than they are repeal'd ; and 
that molt Men are too fond of Power to ſuffer willingly the 
D:minution of it, 

But, Sir, though the Law ſhould not be perpetuated, every 
»recedent of an Infringment of our Conſtitution, makes Way 
for our Diſſolution ; and the very Ceſſation of an oppreſſive 
Jau, may be a Plea hereafter for the Revival of it. 

This Bill therefore muſt be confeſſed to be at once vie- 
lent and ineffectual; to be a Tranſgreſſion of the Laws of 
Juſtice to particular Men, without any Proſpect of real Be- 
refit to the Community; and therefore cannot be paſſed 
Fithout deviating at once from Prudence and our Conſtitu- 
nen.“ 

Captain 
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himſelf ill treated, who 15 not treated according to his own 
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Captain Cornwall. 
SIR, 


« I have obſerv'd, Sir, that every Man is apt to think 


Opinion of his Deſerts, and will endeavour to diffuſe his own 
Notion of the Partiality and Tyranny of the Naval Officers ; 
general Clamours therefore are little to be regarded. 

I have had, from my early Years, a Command in the 
Sea Service, and can aflert, that I never knew more than 
one Inſtance of Injuſtice, and that was puniſhed with the Seve. 
rity it deſerved.” | 


„Sir Robert Walpole. 


Sir Robert 
Wal pole 


SIR, 


« It is with uncommon Satisſaction that I fee every 
Clauſe of this Bill regularly debated, without unbecoming 
Impatience, or paſhonate Exclamations. I am willing to 
collect from this Conduct, that the Diſpoſition of every Gen. 
tleman is, on this Occafion, the ſame with my own ; and that 
every Expedient here propos'd will be diligently examined, 
and either be ſeriouſly approved, or be calmly rejected. 

* Such Coolneſs and Impartiality, Sir, is certainly requi- 
red by the Importance of the preſent Queſtion ; a Queſtion 
which cannot but influence the Proſperity of the Nation for 
many Years. | 

It is not neceſſary to remind any Gentlemen of the Im- 
portance of our Trade, of the Power of the Enemy againſt 
whom we have declar'd War in Defence of it, or of the Ne- 


ceſſity of ſhewing the World that our Declarations of War 


are not empty Noiſes, or Farces of Reſentment. But it may 
be proper, Sir, to remark, that this is not the only Enemy, 
nor the moſt powerful, whoſe Attempts we have Reaſon to 
provide againſt, and who may oblige us to exert our whole 
Power, and practiſe every Expedient to increafe our Forces. 

The War has been hitherto proſecuted with the utmoſt 
Vigour, with all the Attention that its Importance requires, 
and with Succeſs not diſproportioned to our Preparations ; 
nor will it ever be ſuffered to languiſh, if the Powers ne- 
ceſſary for carrying it on are not denied. 

Nothing is more evident, Sir, than that the natural Pow- 


er of the Nation conſiſts in its Fleets, which are now, by 


the Care of the Government, ſo numerous, that the united 
Power of many Nations cannot equal them, But what are 
Fleets unfurniſhed with Men? How will they maintain the 


Dominion of the Sea, by lying unactive in our _— 4 
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6223) 
« That no Methods hitherto uſed have been ſufficient to 
man our Navies, and that our Preparations have therefore 
deen little more than an expenſive Shew of War, the whole 
Nation is ſufficiently inform'd ; it is therefore not doubtful 
that ſome new Meaſures muſt be taken; whether any better 
can be ſuggeſted than are offered in this Bill, muſt be en- 

uired. | 

With regard, Sir, to the Clauſe now under our Conſide- 
ration, it is to be remembred, that little more is propoſed by 
it than to add the Sanction of Legality to a Power which has 
Jong bee exerciſed by the Admiralty, without any other Au- 
thority than that of long Preſcription, the Power of iſſuin 
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Warrants of Impreſs upon emergent Occaſions, by which Sai- | 


lors are forced into the public Service. 

This Power, in its preſent State, muſt be allow'd to have 
no Foundation in any Law, and by Conſequence, to be unli- 
mited, arbitrary, and eaſily abuſed, and upon the whole, to 
be jultifiable only by Neceſſity : But that Neceſſity is ſo fre- 
quent, that it 1s often exerciſed, and therefore ought to be 


regulated by the Legiſlature ; and by Yuch Regulations, we 


may rather be ſaid to remove than introduce a Grievance. 

« The Power of ſearching for Sailors, however it has been 
repreſented, is far from ſetting them on a Level with Felons, 
Murderers, or Vagabonds ; or indeed from diſtinguiſhing 
them, to their Diſadvantage, from the reſt of the Commu- 
vity, of which every Individual is obliged to ſupport the Go- 
vernment. | 

« Thoſe that poſſeſs Eſtates, or carry on Trade, transfer 
Part of their Property to the Public ; and theſe ought, by 
Parity of Reaſon, to ſerve the Public in Perſon, that have no 
Property to transfer. Every Man is ſecured by the Conſtitu- 
tion in the Enjoyment of his Life, his Liberty, or his For- 
tune; and therefore every Man ought reciprocally to defend 
the Conſtitution to which he is himſelf indebted for Safet 
and Protection. | | 

© I am therefore, Sir, unable to diſcover in what conſiſts 
the Hardſhip of a Law by which no new Duties are enjoined, 
nor any 1 hing requir'd, which 1s not already every Man's 
Duty. Every Man, indeed, who is deſirous of evading the 
Performance of any of the Duties of Society, will conſider 
every Compulſion as a Hardſhip, by which he is obliged to 
contribute to the general Happineſs ; but his Murmurs will 
prove nothing but his own Folly and Ingratitude, and will 
certainly deſerve no Regard from the legiſlative Power. 

There is in the Bill before us, Sir, Encouragement ſuffi- 
dent for Voluntiers, and an Offer of greater Rewards than 
lms Gentlemen think conſiſtent with the preſent State of 
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Anno 14, Geo the National Revenues ; and what remains to be Yone with 

II. 1740. reſpect to thoſe who are deaf to all Invitations, and blind to 

aul Offers of Advantage? Are they to ſit at Eaſe only becauſe 
they are idle, or to be diſtinguiſh'd with Indulgence only 

for want of deſerving it? | 
. © It ſeems generally granted, Sir, that ſuch Drones are the 
proper Objects for an Impreſs. Let us then ſuppoſe that 
every Man whois willing to ſerve his Country, has laid hold 
of the Reward propoſed, and enter'd a Voluntier. The 
Fleets are not yet ſufficiently mann'd, more Sailors muſt be 
produc'd, Warrants are iſſued out in the common Form. 
The Negligent, the Imprudent, the Neceſſitous are taken. 
The V:sii:ot, the Cunning, and thoſe. that have more 
Money find shelter and eſcape. Can it be ſaid, that thoſe, 
whoſe Circuni:znces, or good Fortune, enable them to ſecure 
themſelves from the Officers of the Impreſs, deſerve any 
Exemption from the public Service, or from the Hardſhips 
to which their Companions are expoſed? Haye they diſ- 
charged ttieir Debt of Gr=:itude to the Public ſo effectu- 
ally by running away from its Service, that no Search ought 
| to be mace afcer them ? It ſeems evident, that, if it was right 
1 to ſeize the one, it is likewiſe right to purſue the other, and if 
1 it be right to purſue him, it is likewiſe right to hinder him 
from eicaping the Purſuers. It is then right to veſt ſome 
| Perſons with the Power of apprehending him, and in whom 
is that Power to be locg'd, but in the Civil Magiſtrate ? 
; « Every Man, Sir, is obliged by compulſive Methods to ſerve 
his Country, if he can be preval'd upon by no other. Ifany 
| Man ſhall refuſe to pay his Rates or his Taxes, will not his 
f Goods be ſeized by Force, and ſold before his Face? If any 
rticular Methods are propoſed for obliging Seamen to con- 
tribute to the public Safety, it is only becauſe their Service 
is more neceſſary upon more preſſing Occaſions than that of 
others; upon Occaſions that do not admit of Delay, without 

the Hazard of the whole Community. 

I muit confeſs, Sir, there are many Inſtances in which 
the Hardſhips of the ſeafaring Part of the Nation are pecu- 
| liar, ard truly calamitous. A Sailor, after the Dangers and 
| Toiis of a long Voyage, when he is now in the Sight of the 
f Pert, where he hopes to enjoy that Quiet which he has de- 
; ſerv'd by io long a Series of Fatigues, to repair the Injuries 
which his Health has ſuffer'd, by Change of Climate, and the 
Diet of the Ships, and to recover that Strength which inceſ- 
fant Vigilance has worn away. When he is in Expectation 
of being received by his Family with thoſe Careſſes, which 
the Succours that he brings them naturally produce, and de- 


fiens to reſt a while frem Danger and from Care. Ir — 
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midſt of theſepleaſing Views, he is, on the ſudden, ſeiz'd by Anno 14, Geb, 


an Impreſs, and forc'd into a Repetition of all his Miſeries, 
without any Interval of Refreſhment. | 

Let no Man, who can think without Compaſſion on ſuch 
a Scene as this, boaſt his Zeal for Freedom, his Regard for 
Bravery, or his Gratitude to thoſe who contribute to the 
Wealth and Power of their Country ; let every Man who 
declates himſelf touched with the Pity which the ſlighteſt 
Reflection, upon ſuch a Diſappointment, mult naturally pro- 
duce, fincerely endeavour to obviate the Neceſſity of ſuch 
oppretlive Meaſures, which may at eaſt, in part, be prevented, 
by aſſigning to Magiſtrates the Power of hunting out of their 
Retreats, thoſe who neglect the Buſineſs of their Callings, 
and linger at once in Lazineſs and Want. 5 

« There are great Numbers who retire not from Wearineſs 
but Idleneſs, but an unreaſonable Prepoſſeſſion againſt the pub- 
lic Servicez and ſurely nothing is more unreaſonable, than 
tunt bad Diſpoſitions ſhould be gratified, and that Induſtry 
{ould expoſe any Man to Penalties, | : 

Upon the whole, Sir, [ am not able to diſcover, that any 
Man ſhould be exempted from an Impreſs, merely becauſe he 
finds Means to eſcape it, or becauſe Idleneſs or Difanclination 


do the public Service prompts him to abſcond. 


lt any Men deſerve Indulgence, in Oppoſition to the De- 
mands of the Public, they are rather thoſe who have alrea- 
dy in ſome Degree diſcharg'd their Duty to it, by contri - 
buting to bring in that Wealth which is the Conſequence of a 
protperous and well-regulated Commerce, and without which 
War cannot be ſupported. 

lt is not without Grief and Regret, that I am obliged to 
repreſent on this Occaſion, the Obſtructions which the War 
has luffer'd from thoſe at whole Requeſt it was undertaken ; 
and to declare that the Conduct of the Merchants has afford- 
. Proof that ſome Law of this Tendency is abſolutely neceſ- 
ary, a 

The Merchants, Sir, who have ſo loudly complained 
of the Decline of Trade, the Interruption of Navigation, 
and the Infolence, Rapacity and Cruelty of the Spaniards ; 
tze \lerchants who filled the Nation with Repreſentations of 
tier Hardſhips, Diſcouragements, and Miſeries, and lament- 
ec 11 the moit public Manner, that they were the only Body 
i'r whom the Legiſlature had no Regard, who were aban- 
Cone! to the Caprice of other Nations, were plundered 
Abroad, and neglected at Home; the Merchants, after 
having at length by their Importunities engaged the State 
in a War, of which they have themſelves certainly not the 
vor VII. G z; leait 
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Anno 14, Geo leaſt Pretenſions to queſtion either the Juſtice or Necelſty, 


Y 


now, when, by the natural Conſequences of a naval Arma- 
ment, Sailors become leſs numerous, and Ships more diff. 
cult to be equipp'd, contract in private with ſuch Sailors as 
they are inclin'd to employ, and conceal them in Garrets 
hired for that Purpoſe, till the Freight is ready, or the Dan- 
ger of an Impreſs is paſt, and thus ſecure their own private 
Affairs at the Hazard of the Public, and hinder the Opera. 
tions of a War, which they and they only ſollicited. 

« The Danger of having other Enemies than the Spaniards, 
Enemies more active, more powerful, and more ambitious, 
has already been mention'd ; a Danger ſonear, and ſo formi- 
dable, that he will not be thought very ſolicitous for his 
Country, whom the bare Mention of it does not alarm, This 
Danger we are therefore to obviate by vigorous Preparations, 
and unanimous Reſolutions, nor do I doubt but both our 
Enemies, if they find us united, will repent of attacking us, 

« Sir, the moſt efficacious Method of manning our Fleets, 


Which Law or Cuſtom has yet put into our Hands, is that of 


ſuſpending our Commerce by an Embargo, and yet the whole 
Nation knows how much and by what Means it has been 
eluded ; no ſooner was it known that an Embargo was laid, 
than the Sailors flew away into the Country, or hid them- 
ſelves in Corners of this great City, as from the moſt fotmi- 
dable Danger; and no ſooner did the Embargo ceaſe, than 
the' Banks of the Rivers were again crowded with Sailors, 
and all the trading Veſſels were immediately ſupplied. 

As I cannot doubt, Sir, that every Gentleman is equal- 
ly zealous for the Succeſs of the War, and for the Proſperity 
of his Country ; and as the Inſufficiency of the preſent Me- 
thods of providing for them is apparent, I hope that either 
the Regulations propoſed by this Bill , to which I ſee no im- 
portant Objections, or ſome other of equal Uſe, will be eſta- 
biiſhed by a general Concurrence,” 


Lord Baltimore. 


81 R, 

Though no Gentleman in this Houſe can more ar- 
dently wiſh the Succeſs of the Britiſh Arms, or ſhall more 
willingly concur in any Meaſures that may promote it, yet 
E caunot agree to the Clauſe now under our Conſideration. 
T diiapprove it both ſrom moral and political Motives; I diſ- 
approve it as neither juit nor prudent. | 

The Injuſtice of ſo fligrant an Invaſion of the Liberty 
of particular en has been "iready expoſed ; nor is it, in my 


Opinion, leſs eaſy to diſcover the Imprudence of 2 
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all our Supplies at once, and ſweeping away all our Sailors, to Anno 14, Geo 


ſupply a fingle Exigency, + R 

« [t has often been remarked, Sir, in Favour of a Stand- 
ing Army, that it is requiſite to have a Number of regular 
Forces, whd, though too weak to oppoſe an Invaſion, might 
be able to eſtabliſh Diſcipline in a larger Body. An Obſer- 
vation which may, with much greater Juſtneſs, be applied to 
the Seamen, Whoſe Art is much more difficult to be artained, 
and who are equally neceſſary in War and Peace. 

« If our Stock of Seamen, Sir, be deſtroy'd, if there is not 
left in our trading Veſſels a ſufficient Number of experienc'd 
Artiſis to initiate Novices, and propagate the Profeſſion, not 
only our Ships of War muſt lie uſeleis, but our Commerce 
fink to nothing. 

Nor have I reaſon to believe the Naval Power of France 
o formidable, as that we ought to be terrify'd, by the Appre- 
henſions of it, into any extraordinary Methods of Procedure. 
Jam informed that they have now very few Ships 0: Force 
lef: in their Harbours ; and that they have exerted their 
whole Strength in the American Fleet. 

Jam not, therefore, Sir, for providing againſt preſent 
Dangers, without Regard to our future Security ; and think 
notaing more worthy af the Conſideration of this Aſſembly, 
than the Means of encouraging and increafing our Seamen, 
which will not be effected by the Bill before us. 

« Land Forces may be hired upon Emergencies ; but Sai- 
lors are our own peculiar Strength, and the Growth of our own 
Sail; we are therefore above all other Regards to attend, if I 
may uſe the Term, to the Preſervation of the Species.“ 


Mr. Viner. 
Si 8, 


IL. 17 40. 
LOW NS 


As there can be no ſtronger Objection to any Law than Mr. Viner, 


Ambiguity, or indeterminate Latitude of Meaning, I think 
it neceſſiry to propoſe, that ſome Word of known and li- 
mited Import, be ſubſtituted in the Place of Sea-faring Men ; 
an Exprefiion which, if I was aſked the Meaning of it, I 
ſhoula find it difficult to explain. 

* Are Sea-faring-Men thoſe only who navigate in the Sea ? 
The Term is then ſuperfluous, for all ſuch are evidently com- 
Prize: in the Word Seamen. Are they Bargemen or Water- 
men Who ply on Rivers, and tranſport Proviſion or Commo- 
dies from one Inland Town to another? In that Senſe no 
body will affirm that it is a proper Word ; and Improprieties 
n the Expreſſion of Laws produces Uncertainty in the 

Kuton of them.“ 
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Captain Cornwall. 


1 | 
The Term Sea-faring Men, of which an Explication is 
deſired, is intended to include all thoſe who live by convey. 
ing Goods or Paſſengers upon the Water, whether the Sea or 
Inland Rivers: Nor can we reſtrain it to a narrow Senſe 
without exempting from the public Service great Numbers, 
whoſe manner of Life has qualified them for it, and from 
whom their Country may with equal Juſlice expect Aſſiſtance, 


as from thoſe who are engaged in foreign Traffic.“ 


Mr. Viner. 


Lord Gage. 


Mr. Viner. 


S1R, 

I am far from concurring with the Honourable Gentle. 
man 1n his Opinion, that the Inland Watermen are, by their 
Profeſſion, in any degree qualified for Sea-Service, or can pro- 
perly be called Sea-faring-Men. 

All Qualifications for the Service muſt conſiſt either in 
ſome Knowledge of the Arts of Navigation, or in ſome Fa- 
miliarity with the Danyers of the Sea. With regard to 
any previous Knowledge of naval Buſineſs, it is well known 
that they have no Advantage over any common Labourer ; 
for the manner of navigating a Ship and a Barge have for 
the moſt part nothifig in common. 

Nor are theſe Watermen, Sir, more able to ſtand firm in 
the Terrors of the Storm, or the Noiſe of a Battle, than 
theſe who follow any other Occupation. Many of them never 
ſaw the Sea, nor have leſs Dread of its Danger than the 
other Inhabitants of the Inland Countries. They are there- 
fore neither Sea-faring-Men, nor peculiarly capable of being 
made Seamen. | 

Fgut the Hardſhip upon particular Men is not the ſtrongeſt 
Objection to this Clauſe, which, by obſtructing our Inland 
Navigation, may make our Rivers uſeleſs, and ſet the whole 
Trade of the Nation at a ſtand. For who will bring up his 
Son a Waterman, who knows him expoſed by that Profel- 
ſion to be impreſſed for a Seaman ? 

It ſeems therefore neceſſary, Sir, either to omit the 
Term Sea-faring-Men, or to explain it in ſuch a manner that 
Inland Watermen may not be included.“ 


Lord Gage. 


SIR, 

* So much has been urged againſt the compulſive Me- 
thods propoted in this Clauſe, and fo little produced in fa- 
vour of them, that it may ſeem ſuperfluous to add any thing, 

or 
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or to endeavour, by a multiplicity of Arguments, to prove Anno 14, Geo. 


what common Reaſon muſt immediately diſcover. But 
there is one Conſequence of this Clauſe which has not yet 
been obſerved, and which is yet too important not to be ob- 
via ed by a particular Proviſo. 

It is well known, Sir, that many of thoſe to whom this 
AR will extend, are Freeholders and Voters for electing the 
Repreſentatives of the Nation ; and it 1s therefore apparent, 


that Elections may be influenced by an ill-timed or partial 


Execution of it. How eaſy will it be when an Election ap- 
proaches to raiſe a falſe Alarm, to propoſe ſome ſecret Ex- 
pedition, or threaten us with an Invaſion from ſome unknown 
Country, and to ſeize on all the Sea-faring Voters whoſe Af. 
{tions are ſuſpected, and confine them at Spithead till the 
Contelt is over. 

cannot therefore, Sir, but think it neceſſary, that if 
this Clauſe be ſuffered to paſs, ſome Part of its hateful Con- 
ſequences ſhould be prevented by an Exception in favour of 
Freeholcers and Voters, Which ſurely is no leſs than what 
every Man owes to his own Security, tothe Welfare of his 
Country, and to thoſe by whom he has been honoured with 
the Care of their Liberties,” 


Mr. Peiham. 
81 u, 


II. 1740. 


Ido not riſe in Oppoſition to the Propoſal made by that Mr. Pelham. 


R'zh: Honourable Member, nor do I think this the proper 
Tine either for oppoſing or approving it. Method is of the 
tgheſt Importance in Enquiries like theſe; and if the Or- 
ce: of the Debate be interrupted by foreign Queſtions or inci- 
dente! Objections, no Man will be able to conſider the Clauſes 
before us with the Attention neceſſary to his own Satisfac- 


tion, or to the Conviction of others; the Mind will be diffi- 


p:ted by a Multiplicity of Views, and nothing can follow 
cat Perp exity and Confuſion, 

' "The great End, Sir, for which we are now aſſembled, is 
to re out Methods of manning the Fleet with Expedition 
and Certainty, It is therefore proper in the firſt Place to 
:gee upon ſome general Meaſures, to each of which there 
may undoubtedly be particular Objections raiſed, that may 
be afterwards removed by Exceptions or Proviſions ; but 
tice Proviſions ſhould, for the ſake of Order, be inſerted in 
particular Clauſes, to be ſeparately conſidered. 

f this kind is the Exception now offered, to which I 
nave no Objection but its preſent Impropriety, and the In- 
terroption of the Debate which it may now occaſion ; _ 
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Anno 14, Geo. ſee at preſent no Reaſon againſt admitting it in a particular 


II. 17 40. 
. 


Sir John 
Hind Cotton. 


Clauſe. 5 | | 

« When it is conſidered how much the Succeſs of the 
War may depend upon the Succeſs of our preſent Under. 
takings, I hope my Sollicitude for Regularity and Expedi. 
tion will be eaſily excuſed.” 


Sir John Hind Cotton. 


81 n, 

© I am not able to diſcover any imminent Danger to 
the Nation in ſuſpending our Attention to the Clauſe before 
us for a few Moments ; nor indeed do we ceaſe to attend to 
it, While we are endeavouring to mollity it, and adapt it to 
our Conſtitution. | 

« The Exception propoſed is, in the Opinion of the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, ſo reaſonable, that he declares himſelf 


ready to approve it in another Place; and to me, no Place 


Mr Pulteney. 


ſeems more proper of its making Part of this Bill than this. 
As a Connection between the Clauſe and Exception appears 
neceſſary and immediate, I cannot ſee why it ſhould be poſi- 
Poned, unleſs it is hoped that it may be forgotten,” 


Mr. Pulteney. 
81 u, | 


© That this Exception ſhould be forgotten there is no 
Danger; for how long ſoever it be delayed, I will never a- 
gree to the Act till I ſee it inſerted, If we ſuffer the Liberty 
of the Freeholders to be intringed, what can we expect but 
to be charged with betraying our Truſt, and giving up to 
Servitude and Oppreſſion thoie who deputed us to this Aſſem- 
bly, as the Guardians of their Privileges, and the Aſſertors 
of their Birthright; a Charge too juſtly to be denied, and 
too attrocious to be borne ! 

Sir, the Right of a Freeholder is independent on every 
other Circumitance, and is neither made more or leſs by 
Wealth or Poverty : The Eſtate, however ſmall, which gives 
a Right of voting, ought to exempt the Owner from every 
Reſtraint that may hinder the Exertion of his Right; a 
Right on which our Conſtitution is founded, and which can- 
not be taken away without ſubverting our whole Eſtabliſh- 
ment. 

To oveflook the Diſtinctions which the fundamental Laws 
of our Country have made in reſpect to different Orders of 
Men, and to regard only the Accidents of Affluence and Ne- 
ceſſity, is ſurely unjuſt in itſelf, and'unworthy of this Aſſem- 
bly ; an Aſſembly, Sir, inſtituted principally to protect the 
Weak againſt the Strong, and deputed to repreſent thoſe in 
% 


( 231 ) 


a collective State, who are not conſiderable enough to appear A 


fingly, and claim a Voice in the Legiſlature. 
To expoſe an honeſt, a laborious, and an uſeful Man, 
to be ſeized by the Hands of an inſolent Officer, and drag- 


ged from the Enjoyment of his Right, only becauſe he will 


not violate his Conſcience, and add his Voice to thoſe of Sy- 
cophants, Dependants and Proſtitutes, the Slaves of Powe, 
the Drudges of a Court, and the Hirelings of a Faction, is 
the highelt degree of Injullice and Cruelty, Let us rather, 
Sir, {weep away with an Impreſs, the Drones of large For- 
tunes, the Tyrants of Villages, and the Oppreſſors of the 
Poor ; let us oblige thoſe to ſerve their Country by Force, 
whoſe Fortunes have had no other Effect than to make them 
inſolent and worthleſs ; but let ſuch who by contributing to 
Commerce, make every Day ſome Addition to the public 
Wealth, be left in the full Enjoyment of the Rights which 
they delerve : Let thoſe by whoſe Labour the Expences of the 
War are furniſh'd, be excuſed from contributing to it by per- 
ſonal Service, 

If it is neceſſary, Sir, to have our Laws eſtabliſh'd by 
the Repreſentatives of the People, it is neceſſary that thoſe 
Repreſentatives ſhould be freely elected; and therefore 
every Law that obſtructs the Liberty of Voters, is contrary to 
the fundamental Laws of our Conſtitution 3 and what Mul- 
titudes may by this Law be either hindred from giving their 
Votes, or be terrified into ſuch a Choice as by no means cor- 
reſponds with their Judgments or Inclinations, it is eaſy to 
turelee. 

am indeed of Opinion, Sir, that this Clauſe cannot be 
adapted to our Conſtitution, nor modified by any Expedient 
into a Law, which will not lay inſupportable Hardſhips upon 
the Nation, and make Way for abſolute Power But, as it is 
receiiry that a conſlant Supply of Seamen ſhould be provided, 
[ think it not improper to oblerve, that there is one Expe- 
dient yet remaining, by which, tho' it will not much aſſiſt us 
in our preſent Exigence, the Fleets of chis Nation may here- 
ater be conſtantly ſupported. 

We have at preſent great Numbers of Charity-Schools 
eltabliſh'd in this Nation, where the Children of the Poor 
receive an Education diſproportion'd to their Birth. This 
ha: oftenno other Conſequences than to make them unfit for 
inelr Stations by placing taem, in their own Opinion, above 
ie Drudgery of daily Labour, a Notion which is too much 
Indu'g'2; as Idleneſs co-operating with Vanity, can hardly 


Mil to gain the Aſcendant, and which ſometimes prompts 


taem to lupport themſelves by Practices not only uſeleſs but 
pernicious 


nno 14, Geo. 
II ” 
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Anno 14, Geo. pernicious to Society. This Evil, Sir, cannot be better obyi. 
IL 1749. ated than by allotting a reaſonable Proportion out ofevery 
School to the Service of the Sea, in which by entering early 
they gannot fail to become Proficients, and where their Ar. 
tainments, which at preſent too frequently produce Lazineſs 
* and Diſhoneſty, might enable them to excel, and entitle them 

to Promotion. ” | 2 


Mr. Winnington. 


SIR, 


Mr. Winning « Notwithſtanding the Confidence with which ſome Gen- 
ny tlemen have propoſed this Ammendment, and the Eafineſs 
with which others have conſented to it, I declare without 
Heſitation, that I oppoſe it now, and intend to oppoſe it 
whenever it ſhall be offered, betauſe it will defeat all the 

other Proviſions which ſhall be made in the Bill. 
1 I will venture to ſay, Sir, that if every Man who has, 
1 by whatever Tenure, the Right of voting ſhall be exempted 
4 from the Neceſſity of contributing to the public Safety by 
þ his perſonal Service, every Man qualified for the Sea will 

. | by ſome Means acquire a Vote. 
1 « Sir, a very ſmall Part of thoſe who give their Votes in 
1 this Nation, enjoy that Right as the Appendage of a Free- 
— hold; to live in ſome Towns, and to be born only in others, 
gives the unalienable Privilege of voting. Any Gentleman 
to ſecure his own Intereſt, or obſtruct the public Service, may, 
by dividing a ſmall Piece of barren Ground among a Hun- 
dred Sailors, exalt them all to Freeholders, and exempt them 

from the Influence of this Law. | 

However, Sir, I am not leſs a Friend to the Freeholders, 
than thapſe who propoſe the Exception in their Favour, but 
in my Opinion the great Intereſt of the Freeholders is the 
Preſervation of their Freeholds, which can only be ſecured 
by a vigorous Exertion of the Power of the Nation, in the 
War which is now declared againſt the Spaniards." | 


Lord Barrington. 
| SIR, 

Lord Barring * By the Obſervations which I have Opportunities of ma. 
ton. king at the Place which I have the Honour to repreſent, I 
am convinc'd of the Influence that this Law will have upon 
all the Boroughs along the Coaſts, There moſt of the Vo- 
ters are, in one Senſe or other, Sea-faring Men, being almoſt 
all ofthem Owners of Veſlels, and in ſome Degree acquainted 
with Navigation ; they may therefore be hurried away at the 
Choice of an officious or oppreflive Magiſtrate, who may, by 
Partiality and Injuſtice, obtain a Majority, contrary to = 


. - 
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vi- coral. [nclination of the People, and determine the Election Anno 14, Geo 
wy by his own Authority, | | IL 1745. 
ly Sir William Longe. Es 
eſs SIR, | . 

em « [f every Freeholder and Voter is to be exempted from Sir William 


the Influence of the Law, the Bill that we are, with ſo much Yonge. 
' Ardor, erdeavouring to draw up and rectify, and of which 

tte Neceſſity is ſo generally acknowledged, will be no other 

than an empty Sound, and a Determination without an Ob- 

ject; for while we are empowering the Government to call 

Seamen into the Service, we are exempting almoſt all that 

are able to ſerve from the Denomination of Seamen : What 

is this but to diſpute without a Subject? to raiſe with one 

Hand and demoliſh with the other? 

In the Weltern Parts of the Nation. Sir, where I reſide, 
many who vote at Elections claim their Privilege by no other 
Title than that of boiling a Pot; a Litle whicn he who has it 
rot, may eaſily obtain, when it will either gratify his Lazi- 
nels or his Cowardice, and which, tno* not occaſional. y ob- 
tained, ſeems not ſufficient to ſet any Man vutof the Reach of 
2 jult and neceſſary Law. - 

© [tis therefore, Sir, undoubtedly requiſite that the Terms 
of the Exception ſhould be explicite and definitive, and that 
only thoſe ſhould be exempted who have ſuch Pofiefhons or 
Qualifications as this Aſſembly ſhali tuink a juſt Title to Ex- 
emption. For on the Weſtern Coait, ff om whence great 
Supplies may be expected, aimo't every Sailor has a Vote, 
to wich nothing is there required, but to hire a Lodging and 
boil a Pot; after which, if ue Exception be admitted in ail 
its L.titude, he may fie at Liſe amidit the Dittreſſes of his 
Country, ridicule the Law which he has eluded, and ſet the 
Magi.rate zi open Defiance.“ 


Sir Robert Walpole, 
SIR, 


As I think, Sir, ſome Exception may be juſt and proper, Sir Robert 
{01 ſuppoſe every Gentlaman will concyr with me in reject- Walpole 
irg one of ſuch Extent as ſhall leave no Object for the Opera- 
tion of the Law. | 

* It is n my Opinion proper to reſtrain the Exemption to 
to t Frecholdets who are poſſeſt of ſuch an Eltare, as gives 
a Ve for the Repreſentative of the County, by which thoſe 
whose Privilege aries from their Property, will be ſecured, 
rd it ſeems reaſonable that thoſe who have Privileges with- 
ot Property, ſhould purchaſe them by their Services. 

Vor VII. H h Mr. 


Auno x4, Geo. 
IL 1740. 


Mr. Brown. 


Mr. Ryder. 
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Mr. Brown. 


SI R, 
The Exception propoſed will not only deſeat the End of 
the Bill by leaving it few Objects, but will obſtruct the Execu- 
tion of it on proper Occaſions, and involve the Magiſtrate in 
Difficulties which will either intimidate him in the Exertion 
of his Authority, or if he perſiſts in diſcharging his Duty 
with Firmneſs and Spirit, will perhaps oblige him ſometimes 
to repent of his Fidelity. | 

« It is the neceſſary Conſequence, Sir, of a Seaman's Pro- 
feſſion, that he is often at a great Diſtance from the Place of 
his legal Settlement, or patrimonial Poſſeſſions; and he may 
therefore aſſort of his own Circumſtances what is moſt conve- 
nient without Danger of Detection. Diſtance is a Security 
that prompts many Men to Falſhood by which only Vanity is 
gratified, and few Men will tell Truth in Oppoſition to their 
Intereſt, when they may lie without Apprehenſion of being 
convicted. 

« When therefore a Magiſtrate receives Directions to im- 
preſs all the Seamen within his Diſtrit, how few will he find 
who will not declare themſelves Freeholders in ſome diftant 
Country, or Freemen of ſome obſcure Borough. It is to no 
Purpoſe, Sir, that the Magiſtrate diſbelieves what we cannot 
confute; and if in one Inſtance in a Hundred, he ſhould be 
miſtaken, and, acting in Conſequence of his Error, force a 
Freeman into the Service, what Reparation may not be de- 
manded ? 

I therefore propoſe it to the Conſideration of the Com- 
mittee, whether any Men ought to claim Exemption from 
this Law by a Title, that may ſo readily be procur'd, or ſo 
ſafely uſurped.” ho 


Mr. Attorney General Ryder, 0 


SIR, 

The Practice of impreſſing, which has been declaimed 
againſt with ſuch vehement Exaggerations, is not only found- 
ed on immemorial Cuſtom, which makes it Part of the com- 
mon Law, but is likewiſe eſtabliſh'd by our Statutes ; for I 
remember to have found it in the Statutes of Queen Mary, 
and therefore cannot allow that it ought to be treated as ille- 
gal, and anti-conſtitutional. 

That it is not inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution, may be 
proved from the Practice of erecting the Royal Standard, 
upon great Emergencies, to which every Man was obliged 


immediately to repair: This Practice is as old as our _ 
8 L 


Mr. Viner. f 

of SIR, 5 
4 © This Word, which the learned Member has, by his Nr. Viner. 
vu wonderful Diligence, diſcover'd in the Statutes, may perhaps 

be there, but in a Signikcation far different from that which 
"7 it bezrs ac preſent. The word is, without Doubt, originally 
1 French, Pr#t, and imply'd what is now expreſſed by the Term 
Ready; and to impreſs any Man was in thoſe Days only 
4 to make him ready, or engage him to hold himſelf in Rea- 
cha dineſs, which was brought about not by Compulſion, Purſuit, 
oy and Violence, but by the Allurements of a pecuniary Re- 
rity ward, or by the Obligation of ſome antient Tenure.” 
y is This Debate ended in a Report, That they had made ſome 
heir Progreſs, and defired leave to fit again. | 
he The 5th. Read a firſt time, a Bill for continuing an AG 
Im. »th of King George II. to explain a former Act 11th of 
find King George I. for the better regulating the ManufaQure 
Rant of Cloth in the Weſt-Riding of Yorkſhire, and for making 
o no the ſaid Acts more effectual. 
nnot . Received a Petition of divers Merchants, Exporters of Petition relat- 
d be the Woollen and Britiſh ManufaQories and Fiſheries ; as ing to Sea- 
de 2 likewiſe Owners and Maſters of Ships concerned in the 3 
» de Navigation of theſe Ships to foreign Parts; alſo thoſe 

concerned in the Coal and Coaſting- Trade, in behalf of 
"om- themſelves and others, complaining of the unreaſonable 
from Wages demanded, and paid to Mariners in the Merchant's 
or ſo Service of late, which is more than double of what is 

F paid by any foreign Nation in Europe, (beſides Crimpage, 

and a Month's Pay advanced to each Mariner) to the Diſ- 

couragement of the Trade of theſe Kingdoms: And repre- 

ſenting to the Houſe, that this growing Evil, if not pre- 
imed ven'ed by a Law, will hinder the Mariners from ever en- 
und- tering themſelves on board the Ships of War, while the 
com- Diſproportion of Wages paid to Mariners in the King's 
for I v*rvice, and that of the Merchant is ſo great; the Wages 
Aary, paid to Mariners in the King's Service being about 23s. and 


a (235) 


on, and, as it may be revived at Pleaſure, may be properly Anno 14, Cee. 
1740. 


mentioned as equivalent to an Impreſs. 


with other Advantages about 283. per Month, when the 
Mariners in the Merchant's Service are paid, and demand 


ay be 555. and 31. per Month: And further repreſenting, that as 
dard, the Petitioners apprehend the preſent Pr &ice carried on in 
pliged impreſſing Mariners from on board the Homeward-bound 
nfticu Merchant Ships, and from the Shore, does not anſwer the 


End propoſed 3 and that a great many Perſons make it their 
H h 2 Buſineſs 


(236) 

Azno 14, Geo Buſineſs to ſeduee and encourage Mariners to act contrary to 

IL 2749- the Intent of an Act iſt of King George II. for the Beste 
Regulation of Mariners in the Merchant's Service: Aud for. 
ther, complaining of vexatious Suits carried on againſt the 
Maiters aud Owners of Ships, by the Advice of Praditio- 
ners in the High Court of Adniralty : And further ſetting 
forth, that the Act of Navigation cbliges every Ship to 
carry three Fourths Engliſh Mariners, which will be again 
in force when the preſent War is over; but that as the 
often in foreign Ports enter, or are entered on board bis Ma. 
jeſty Sh ps, it is impoſſible to comply with the ſaid AR, and 
the Merchant-Ships are liable to become a Seizure even to 
the veiy Alan of War who has taken their Men from them: 
Ard therefore priying the Houſe to permit them to be 
heard by themfelves or Counſel upon the ſaid Petition; and 
to grant that uch Proviſion may be made in future, by regu- 
lating us. Price of Mariner's Wages in the Merchant's 
Service, ard to prevent ſuch growing Abuſes praiſed by 
thoſe under tie Sanction of the High Court of Admiralty, in 
order efittuly to man his Majeliy's Ships of War without 
imprefirg, zrd to enccurage the Trade and Navigation of 

ee * theſe Kinggems, as ro the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet: Ordered 

0 to lie on tut Tobe, : : 

votes relating In a grard Committee, took into Conſideration the ſeve. 

to the Expor- ral Petitions concerning the Dec y of the Woollen-Mlanu 

tation factory, &c. ard reported the Nc olutions concerning the 

Wool. ſame, viz. Reſolved, That the Ex pc: tation of Wool from 

Great-Britain aud Ireland to foreign Parts, is greatly preju- 
dic iai to the Woollen-NMlanufactures of this Kingdom. 

Reſoivea, That the Laws now in being are not ſufficient 
to prevent tre Fxportation of Wool from Great-Britain and 
Ireland to foreign Parts. 

Reloived, T hat a public Regiſter of Wool grown in Great. 
Britain and Ire ard, is the moſt effectual Method for pre- 
venting the Exportation thereof to foreign Parts: Which 
was agreed to by the Houſe; After which the Houſe re- 
{olved to addreſs his Majeſty, That be would be pleaſed to 
direct the Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations, during 
the Receſs of Parliament, to prepare a Scheme for the re- 
gillering the Wool of Great. Britain and Ireland, to be laid 
bof_re this Houſe the next Seſſion of Parliament. 

Ordeted, That a Bill be brought in for the Improvement 
of the Nlanufacture of Woollen Broad Cloth, and to pre- 
vent Abuſes in the making of the ſame. 

Farther Pro- The 6th. In a grand Committee, made a further Progreſs 
gr on on the Bill for the Encouragement of Seamen, and for the 


Bill. bectet and ſpeedier manning his Majeliy's Fleet. 
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The th. In a grand Committee, on the Bill for the En- Anno 14, Ges. 
ecuragement of Seamen, a Clauſe was read, by which every IL 1245. 
Conſtable, Headborough, Tything- man, or other Perſon, was 
liable to be examined upon Oath by the Juſtices of the 
Peace, who were empowered to lay a Fine upon them for any 
Neglect, Offence, or Connivance; after which Sir John Bar- 
rard ſpoke to the following Effect: 


S 18, 


It is the peculiar Happineſs of the Britiſh Nation, that Sir John 
no Law can be made without the Conſent of their Repre- 
ſentativess and I hope no ſuch Infatuation can ever fall upon 
them, as may influence them to chuſe a Repreſentative ca- 
p:ble of concurring in Abſurdities like this. | 

The Folly, the Iniquity, the Stupidity of this Clauſe, 
en only be conceived by hearing it repeated; it is too fla- 
grant to be extenuated, and too groſs to admit Exaggera- 
tions; to oblige a Man to make Oath againſt himſelf, to 
ſubject himſelf by his own Voice to Penalties and Hard- 
ſkips, is at once cruel and ridiculous; a wild Complication of 
Tyranny and Folly, 

« To call upon any Man to accuſe himſelf, is only to call 
ypon him to commit Perjury, and has therefore been always 
2ccounted irrational and wicked; in thoſe Countries where 
it is pri ctiſed, the Confeſſion is extorted by the Rack, which 
indeed is ſo neceſſary on ſuch Occaſions, that I ſhould not 
wonder to hear the Promoters of this Clauſe openly declar- 
iog for the Expediency of Tortures. 

Nothing is more evident than that this Bill, however 
the Importance of the Occaiion may be magnified, was drawn 
ap without Reflection, and that the Clauſes were never un- 
derſtood by thoſe that offered them ; Errors like theſe muſt 
ariie only from Precipitation and Neglect, for they are too 
groſs to be committed either by Ignorance or Deſign. 

Jo expoſe ſuch Abſurdities is indeed eaſy, but not plea- 
firg; for what End is anſwered by pointing at Folly, or 
tow 15 the public Service advanced by ſhewing that the Me- 
theds propoſed are totally to be rejected? Where a Propoſi- 
non is of a mixed kind, and only erroneous in Part, it is an 
uetul and no diſagteeable Taſk to ſeparate Truth from Error, 
and Citentangle from ill Contequences, ſuch Meaſures as may 
be purlued with Advantage to the Public; but mere Stupi- 
City can oaly produce Compaſſion, and afford no Opportuni- 
des for Enquiry or Diſpute,” 
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P LI Sir Charles Wager. : 3 
= WW # 8 1 R, : | | a © $45; ol 0 4 af nh : 
Admiral This Clanſe however contemptuouſly treated, v been 


Wager. already paſſed into a Law by a Parliament which brought no 
Diſhonour upon the Britiſh Nation, by a Parliament which was 
courted and dreaded by the greateſt Part of the Univerſe, 
and was drawn up by a Miniſtry that have given their Poſ- 
terity no Reaſon to treat them with Derifion and Contumely. 

In the Reign of Queen Anne, this Method of Proceedi 
was approved and eſtabliſhed, and we may judge of the Pro. 
priety of the Meaſures followed in that War, by the Succeſs 
which they procured. "A 

« Thoſe therefore by whom this Bill was drawn up haye 
committed no new Abſurdities, nor have propoſed any Thing 
which was not enacted by the wiſeſt of our Predeceſſors, in 
one of the moſt illuſtrious Periods of our Hiſtory,” 


Mr. Gibbon, 


S 1h, : | 
Mr. Gibbon. I am far from thinking a Propoſition ſufficiently deſen- 
ded by an Aſſertion that it was admitted by our P 
for, tho? I have no Inclination to vilify their Memory, I may, 
without Scruple, affirm that they had no Pretenſions to Infal- 
libility, and that there are in many of our Statutes Inſtances 
of ſuch Ignorance, Credulity, Weakneſs, and Error,'as can- 
not be confider'd without Aſtoniſhment. 

In Queſtions of an abſtruſe and complicated Nature, it is 
certain, Sir, that Experience has taught us what could never 
have been diſcovered, previouſly, by the Wiſdom of our An- 
ceitors ; and we have found by their Conſequences the Im- 
propriety of many Practices which they approved, and which 
we ſhould have equally applauded in the ſame Circumſtances. 

But to what Purpoſe is Obſervation, if we muft ſhut our 

1.18 Eyes againſt it, and appeal for ever to the Wiſdom of our 
— Anceſtors ? if we muft fall into Error, merely becauſe they 
were miſtaken, and ruſh upon Rocks out of Veneration to 
thoſe who were wreck'd againſt them? N ; 
In Queſtions eafily to be examin'd, and Determinations 
which comprized no perplexing Contrarieties of Intereſt, or 
Multiplicity of Circumſtances, they were equally liable with 
1 ourſelves to be ſupine and negligent, to fink into Security, 
by or be ſurprized by Haſte. That the Clauſe now before us 
11 was enacted by them, muſt be aſcribed merely to the Hurry of 
1. | the Seſſion in which it was brought before them. A Time 
is in which ſo many Enquiries of the higheſt Importance were 
to be made, and fo great a Diverbty of Views to be * 
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that it is no Wobder that ſame Abſurdities ſhould eſcape 
without Detection. | 2 f 
« In the Fourth of the Reign of the Queen, this Bill was 


. 
: 


brought in, as now, at the latter End of a Seffion, when the - 
Attention of the Houſe was fatigued and diſtracted, and it 


was hurried through both Houſes, and ratified by her Ma- 
jeſty with very little Conſideration. | 

« But then, as this Circumſtance may be juſtly termed an 
Extenuation of their Error, it ought to be a Leſſon of Cau- 


tion to us, that we may not be, in the like manaer, betrayed 


into the ſame Weakneſs.” 


Mr, Pelham. 
StR. N 


* 


The Conduct of our Predeceſſors ſeems not to ſtand in Mr. Pelham. 


need of any Excuſe ; for it might be eaſy to vindicate it by 
Arguments, but that it is more proper to approve it by Imi - 
tation. | 

Whenever the Bill was paſſed, or how haſtily ſoever the 
Law was enacted, it was, I believe, rather the Effect of Ne- 
ceſſity than of Inadvertency ; of the ſame Neceſſity which 
now preſſes, and which is very ill conſulted by tedious De- 
bates. | 

They were then involved in a War, and were not ſo 
diſtracted by private Intereſts as not to unite in the moſt vi- 


gorous Oppoſition of their Enemies. They knew that the 


public Good is often promoted by the temporary Inconve- 
niencies of Individuals; and, when Affairs of the higheſt Im- 
portance demanded their Attention, when the Securicy of the 
whole Nation and the Happineſs of their Poſterity were the 
Subje& of their Enquiries, they wiſely ſuffered leſs Conſide- 
rations to paſs without ſuperfluous and unſeaſonable Solli- 
citude. 

How juſtly they reaſon'd, Sir, and what Vigour their 
Reſolutions gave to the military Operations, our Victories are 
a lufficient Proof: And if Experience be the ſureſt Guide, it 
cannot be improper to imitate thoſe who, in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances with ourſelves, found Means to raiſe the Honour, 
and improve the Commerce of their Country. 

That our Circumſtances are the ſame with thoſe of the Par- 
la ment by which this Law was made, is obvious beyond Diſ- 
pute; or where they vary, the Difference is perhaps to our Diſ- 
advantage. We have, Sir, the ſame Enemies, or, at leaſt, have 
Reaſon to appre hend the ſame; but have little hope of the 
lame Allies. The preſent War is tojbe carried on at a great - 
er Diltance, and in more Places at the ſame Inſtant ; we can- 


. * 


5 Auno 14 Geo, not therefore ſupply our Ships" occalſonally omulh 
=. II. „ great 7 in a ſhort Time. & 
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der our Bxlimination was uſeful ; if Meaſures, 


Sir William 
Yonge. 


"Attention to the Queſtion before us, without ſuffering my 
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it was then concluded, that the Method im. - 


themſelves, may be authorized by Neceſſity, why — 
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we, in Compliance with the ſame Exigence, kave Re. - wn 
to the fame Expedients ” by ; 2 | : 0 2 
Sir William Vonge. "TIE" N 
. \ 1＋ 


a 8 I R, | n 6 

How much Weight is added to the Determination of 
the Houſe, by the Dignity of their Procedure, and the De. 
cency of their Diſputations, a ſlight Knowledge of Mankind 
is ſufficient to evince. It is well known that Government 
is ſupported by Opinion; and that he who deſtroys the Re- 
putation, deſtroys the Authority of the legiſlative Power. 
Nor is it leſs apparent, that he who degrades Debate into 
Scurrility, and deſtroys the Solemnity of Conſultation, en- 
deavours to fink the Houſe into Contempt. g 

It was therefore, Sir, with Indignation and Surprize that 
I heard the Clauſe before us cenſur d with ſuch Indecency of 
Language, and the Authors of it treated with Contumelies 
and Reproaches that meer Error does not deſerve, however 
apparent, but which were now vented before any Error was 
detected. > 

« I know not, Sir, why the Gentlemen who were thus 
indecent!y attack'd, have ſuffer'd ſuch Reproaches without 
Cenſure and without Reply. I know not why they have 
omitted to put the Honourable Gentleman in Mind of the 
ReſpeQ due to this Aſſembly, or to the Characters of thoſe 
whom he oppoſes ; Gentlemen equally fkill'd with himſelf in 
the Subject of our Enquiries; and whom his own Attain- 
ments, however large, or his Abilities, however comprehen- 
five, cannot give him a Right to charge with Ignorance or 
Folly 

To reproach Men with [ncapacity is a cheap Method of 
anſwering their Arguments, but a Method which the Rules of 
this Houſe ought to exclude frem our Debates, as the gene- 
ral Civility of the World has baniſh'd it from every other 
Place of Concourſe or Converſation. | 

« I, for my Part, Sir, ſhall always endeavour to confine my 


Reaſon to be bia ſſed, or my Enquiries diverted by low Al- 
tercations, or perſonal Animoſities; nor when any other 
Man deviates into reproachful and contemptuous Language, 
ſhall I be induc'd to think more highly of either his Argu- 
ments or Capacity. | * 
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' cf:id by the Uſe of Terms correſpondent with my Ideas, 
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Sir John 3 on | II. 17 46. 
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« [| have always heard ic repreſented as af lnfavee of Io» % 5.4, 
tegrity 2 Tongue and Heart move in Concert, when Barcard. 
the Words are Repreientationsof the Sentiments: and have 
therefore hithefto engeavoured to et plain my Argument? 
with Perſpicuity, and to impreſs my gentiments with Force; 
| have thought it Hypocriſy to treat Stupidity with Reve- * 
rence, or to honour Nonſenſe with the Ceremony of 2 Corfu- 
tation. As, Knavery fo Folly that is not reclaimable, is to 
be ſoeedily difpetChed, Bufigeſs is to be freed from Ooſlruc- 
tion, and Society from Nufance, | 

Nor, Sir, when I am cenſured by thoſe whom I may 


will I, by a tame and fiient Submiſſion, give Reafen to ſuſpect 
that I am conſcious of a Fault, but will treat the Accuſation 
with open Contempr, and ſhew no greater Reward to the 
Abzttors, than to the Authors of Abſurdity. : 

« That Decency is of great Uſe in public Debates, I ſhall 
readily allow; ic may ſometimes ſheſter Folly from Ridicule, 
and preſerve Villauy from public Detection ; nor is it ever 
more carefully ſupported, than when Meaſures are promoted 
that nothing can preſerve from Contempt, but the Solemnity 
with which they are eſtabliſhed. a 

Decency is a proper Circumſtance; but Liberty is the 
Eſſeace of parliamen:ary Diſquificions : Liberty is the Parent 
of Trutn ; but Truth and Decency arc ſometimes at Vari- 
ance: A!l Men and all Propofitions are to be treated here 
35 they deterve; and there are many Who have no Claim 
ener to Reſpect or Decency.” 


Mr. Winaington. 


Sin, | 

* That it is improper in its own Nature, and inconſiſtent Mr. Winnings 
wick out Conſtitution, to lay any Man under an Oblig tion io don. 
accule himſelf, cannot be denied ; it 15 therefore evident, that 
ſeme Amendment is neceſſary to the Clauſe before us. 

+ | have for this Reaſon drawn up an Amendment, Sir, 
wech, if approved by the Committee, will, in my Opinion, 
remove all the Objectious to this Part of the Bill, and by re- 
conciling it with our natural and legal Rights, 1 hope, induce 
tavie to approve it who have hitherto oppoted it. 
| * Itherefore propoſe that theſe Words ſhould be ſabſtituted 
inlead of thoſe which are the Subject of the Debate, or ſome 
Qier to this Purpoſe ; That no Perſon Hall be Iiable to be 
Vor VII. 11 : fized , 


undo 16 Ges fined by virtue of this AR, unleſs a Witneſs being 
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II. 40. ſhall make Oath of the Miidemeanour or Neglect. 


2 


Mr. Horatio 


Walpole. 


Thus the Neceſſity of examining Men upon Oath in 
their own Cauſe will be entirely taken away, and as the 
Clauſe will then ftand, — will png ba: N of In 
juſtice, or Oppreſſion, e none can be practiſed without 
the — of many Perſons of different Intereſts.” 

Mr. Horatio Walpole. | 

Sun, ; 5+ Pp 

elt does not yet appear that the Gentlemen who have 
engaged in this Debate have ſufficiently attended to the Exi- 
gence of our Affairs, and the Importance of the Queſtion, 
They have laviſhed their Oratory in declaiming upon the 
Abſurdity of the Methods propoſed, and diſcovered their Sa- 
gacity, by ſhewing how future Navies may be ſupplied from 
Charity-Schools, but have ſubſtituted no Expedients in the 
Place of thoſe which they ſo warmly condemn, nor have con- 
deſcended to inform us, how we may now guard our Coaſts, or 
man our Fleets for immediate Service. 

There are ſome Circumſtances, Sir, of the preſent War, 
which make our Neceflity of raifing Sea Forces greater than 
in the Times of King William and Queen Anne. The 
chief Advantages that we gained over the French in their 
Wars, were the Conſequences of our Victories by Land. 

At Sea, Sir, the Balance was almoſt equal, tho' the Dutch 
Fleet and curs were united ; nor did they quit the Sea be- 
cauſe their Fleets were deſtroyed, but becauſe they were 
obliged to recruit their Land Forces with their Sailors. 
Should they now declare War againſt us, they would be 
under no ſuch Neceſſity of defrauding the Sea Service, for 
they have now on foot an Army of 160,000 Men, which are 
maintained at no greater Expence than 40,000 by the Britin 
Government; as they are therefore, Sir, ſo formidable by 
Land, we have no way of oppoſing them but by our Sea 
Forces. 

Nor is their Navy fo contemptible as ſome have either 
dy Conjetture er Miſin formation repreſented it. The Fleet 
waich they have diſpatched to America conſiſts not of fewer 
than twenty Ships, of which the leaſt carry fixty Guns, and 
they are fitting cut now an equal Number in their own Ports; 
beſides, their Eaſt-India Company is obliged to furniſh ten 
Ships cf tie Line, at the Demand cf the Government. 

* Thus it appears we have Neighbours ſufficiently powerful 
to alarm us with the Senſe of immediate Danger; Danger 
which is made more imminent by the expeditzous Method: by 
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(243) 
which the French man their Fleets, and which we muſt Anno 1 
imitate if we hope to oppoſe them with Succeſs, 1 

« I need not ſay how little we can depend upon any Pro- 


* 


cannot be ſecurely violated ; or upon the pacific Inclination of : 
their Miniſter ; which ' Intereſt, Perſuafion or Caprice, may 
alter, and to which it is not very honouroble to truſt for 
Safety. How can that Nation fink lower, which is only 
free, becauſe it is not invaded by its Neighbours ; and retains 
its Poſſeſſions, only becauſe no other has Leiſure or Inclina- 
tion to take them away ! | 

« If it be aſked what can prompt the French to interrupt 
vs in the Proſecution of our Deſigns, and in the Puniſhment 
of thoſe who have plundered and inſulted us ? It is not only 
eaſy to urge the ſtrict Alliance between the two Crowns, the 
Ties of Blood, the Conformity of Intereſts, and their equal 
Hatred of the Engliſh, but another more immediate Reaſon 
may be added It is ſuſpected that under Pretence of vindi- 
cating our own Rights, we are endeavyouring to gain the Poſ- 
ſeſuon of the Spaniſh Dominions, and engroſs the Wealth of 
the new World, and that therefore it is the Intereſt of every 
P:wer, whoſe Subjects traffic to thoſe Countries, to oppoſe 


Us. 4 

Thus, whether we ſucceed or fail in our Attempts on 
America, we have the French Power to apprehend. If we 
make Conqueſts, they may probably think it neceſſary to 
ooviate the Torrent of our Victories, and to hinder the In- 
creaſe of our Dominions, that they may ſecure their own 
Trade, and maintain their own Influence. | 

If we ſhould be defeated, of which no Man, Sir, can 
deny the Poſſibility, the Inclination of all to inſult the Depreſ- 
led, and to puſh down the Falling is well known ; nor can it 
de expected that our hereditary Enemies would neglect fo 
fzirzn Opportunity of attacking us. 

* How they might ravage our Coaſls, and obſtruct our 
Trade, how they might triumph in the Channel, and block 
3 12 in our own Ports, bombard our Towns, and threaten 
ci with Invaſions, 1 hope I need but barely mention, to incite 
tis 4ſembly to ſuch Diſpatch in manning our Fleets, as may 
ſecure us at once from Inſults, and from Terror. 

It is undoubtedly, Sir, in our Power to raiſe a naval 
Force ſufficient to awe the Ocean, and reſtrain the moſt dar- 
itz of cur Enemies from any Attempts againſt us, but this 
Q::9 be effected by Harangues, Odjections, and Diſputa- 
nog. ; 

There is nothing, Sir, more frequently the Subject of 
Ai.!:ry or Declamation, * the Uſcfulneſs or Danger of 
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A, deo a gtanding-Army, to which I declare myſelf 90 ach 
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Mr Pulteney. I cannot diſcover for what Reaſon the Bill beſore us is 
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inclined tuan by my Concern for the common 8 ſeth; ; wer 
lingly allow that not one Soldier ought to be ſupported by 
the Public, whoſe Service is not neceſſary ; but ſutely none 
of thoſe who declare ſo warmly for the Honour and Privi. 
leges of their Country, would expoſe it to the Tnfults of 
foreign Powers without Defence. If therefore they think 
the Danger of Land- Forces more than equivalent to the 
Benefit, they ought unanimouſly to concur in the Increaſe of 
our naval Strength, by which they may be protected, but 
cannot be oppreſfed : They ought willingly to give their 
Aſſiſtance to any Propoſitions for making the Fleer fotmid- 
able, that their Declarations againſt the Army may not be 
thought to proceed from a Reſolution to obſtruct the Meaſures 
of the Government, rather than from Zeal for the Conſtitu- 
tion. For he that equally oppoſes the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Army, and the Improvement of the Navy, declares in Bf. 
fect againſt the Security of the Nation: and tho, perhaps, 
without Deſign, expoſes his Countrymen to the Mercy of 


their Enemies,” 


Mr. Pulteney. 
SIR. 


ſo vigorouſly ſupported, but mutt obſerve that I have ſeldom 
known ſuch vehement and continued Efforts produced by 
mere public Spirit, and unmingled Regard for the Happinets 
of the Nation. Nothing, Sir, that can be urged in favour 
of the Meaſures now propoſed, has been omited. When 
Arguments are confuted, Precedents are cited z when Prece- 
dents fail, the Advocates for the Bill have Recourſe to Ter: 
ror and Neceſſity, and endeayour to frighten thoſe whom 
they cannot convince. 

But perhaps, Sir, theſe formidable Phantoms may ſoon 
be put to flight, and, like the other Illuſions of Cowardice, , 
diſappear before the Light. Perhaps this Neceſſity will be 
found only chimerical ; and theſe Dangers appear only the 
Viſions of Credulity, or the Bugbears of Impoſture. 

To arrive at a clear View of our preſent Condition, i: 
will be neceſſary, Sir, not to amuſe aurſelves with general 
Aſſertions, or overwhe/m our Reaſon by terrifying Exagge- 

rations: Let us conſider diſtinctly the Power and the Con- 
duct of our Enewies, and enquire whether they do not al; 
fright us more than they are able to hurt us. 

* That the Force of Spain alone, Sir, is much to be 
dreaded, no Man will aſſert; for that Empire, it is wel! 
kaown, has long been ſeized with all the Symptoms - 10 
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ing Popper, and has been ſupported, not by its on Anno 14, Ge. 
| — but by the Intereſts of its Neighbours. The vaſt II. 7% 
Dominions of the Spaniards are only an empty Shew they WY WW. | 
ire Lands without Inhabitants, and by Conſequence without > 
Defence; they are rather, Excreſcences than Members of . 
the Monarchy, and receive Support rather than communi- 3 
cate. Ia the diſtant Branches of their Empire the Govern- 
ment languiſhes, as the vital Motion in an expiring Body; 
ard the Struggles, which they now make, may be termed 
rather Agonies than Efforts. | | 
From Spain therefore, unaſſiſted, we have nothing to 
apprehend, and yet from thence we have been threatened 
with [nſaits and Inyaſions. -. 5 | 
That the Condition of the French is far different, cannot 
be denied; their Commerce flouriſhes, their Dominions are = 
connected, their Wealth increaſes, and their Government 1 
rates with full Vigour: Their Influence is great, and . 
their Names formidable. But I cannot allow, Sir, that th 
have yet attained ſuch a Height of Power as ſhould alarm 
vs with conſtant Apprehenſions; or that we ought to ſecure 
ourſe!ves againſt them by the Violation of our Liberties. 
Not to urge that the Loſs of Freedom, and the Deſtruction | 
of our Conſtitution, are the worſt Conſequences that can be 
apprehended from a Conqueſt ; and that to a Slave the; 
Change of his Maſter is of no great Importance, it is evi- 1 
dent, that the Power of the French is of ſuch kind as can 
only affect us remotely, and conſequentially. They may fill 
the Continent with Alarms, and ravage the Territories of 
Germany by their numerous Armies, but can only injure us 
by means of their Fleets, We may wait, Sir, without a 
paric Terror, tho* not without ſome Degree of Anxiety, 
the Event of their Attempts upon the neighbouring Princes, 
and cannot be reduced to fight for our Altars and our 
Houſes, but by a ſecond Armada, which, even then, the 
Winds muſt favour, and a thouſand Circumſlances concur to 
expedite. 
« But that no ſuch Fleet can be fitted out by the united 
Enceavours of the whole World; that our Navy, in its 
preſent State, is ſuperior to any that can be brought againſt 
us, our Miniſters ought not to be ignorant: And therefore to 
"ſpirit the Nation with Apprehenſions of Armies hovering 
in the Air, and of Conquerors to be wafted over by ſuper- 
natural means, is to deltroy that Happineſs which Govern- 
nent was ordained to preſerve ; to fink us to Tameneſs and 
Cowardice, and to betray us to Inſults and to Robberies. 
* If our Danger, Sir, be ſuch as has been repreſented, to 
#iom muſt we impute it? Upon whom are our m_ 
| neſs, 
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Aae“ veſs, our Poverty, and our Miſeries to be ch 2 Upon 
749 whom, but thoſe who have uſurped the Directiga of An 
which they did not underſtand, or which their Sollicitude for 
the Preſervation of their own Power hindered. them from 
attending? 

That the Spaniards, Sir, are now enabled to make Re. 
ſiſtance, and perhaps to inſult and de e our Colonies; 
that the French have diſpatched a FRet into the American 
Seas, to obſtruct, as may be conjectured, the Progreſs of dur 
Arms, and that we are in Danger of meeting an- Oppoſition 
which we did not expect, is too evident to be concealed; 
But, Sir, is not the Spirit of our Enemies the Conſe- 
quence rather of our Cowardice than of their on Strength? 
Does not the Oppoſition to our Deſigus, by Whatever Na- 
tion it ſhall be made, ariſe from the Contempt which bas 
been brought upon us by our Irreſolution, Forbearance, and 
Delays? Had we reſented the firſt Inſult, and repaired gur 
earlieſt Loſſes by vigorous Reprizals, our Merchants Had long 
ago carried on their Traffic with - Security, our Enemies 
would have courted us with Reſpect, and our Allies ſupported 
us with Confidence. 

Our Negotiations, Treaties, Propoſals, and- Conceſſions, 
not only afforded them Leiſure to collect their Forces, eq 
their Fleets, and fortify their Coaſts, but gave them likewiſe 
Spirit to refit thoſe who could not be conquered but by their 
own Cowardice and Felly. By our ill-timed Patience, and 
lingering Preparations, we enccuraged thoſe to unife againſt 
us, Who would otherwiſe have only hated us in ſecret; and 
deterred thoſe from deciaring in our Favour, whom [Intereſt 
or Gratitude might have inclined to aſſiſt us: For who will 
ſupport thoſe from whom no mutual Support can be expected 
And who will expect that thoſe will defend their ho who 
deſert tbemſelves? 

But, Sir, however late our Refinement: was awakened, 
had the War been proſecuted vigorouſly after it was declared, 
we might have been now ſecure from Danger, and freed 
from Suipence, nor would any-thing have remained but to 
give Laws to our Enemies. 

* From the Succeſs of Vernon, with ſo inconfiderable 

| Forces, we mey conjecture what would have błen performed 
with an Armament proportioned to his Undertaking ; and 
why he was not better ſupplied, no Reaſon has yet been given; 
nor can it be eaſily diſcovered why we either did not begin 
the War before our. Enemies had concerted their „ 
or delay it till we had formed our own. 

Notwithſtanding ſome Opportunities have been begebe, 
and all the Advantages of a ſudden Artack haye been * 
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rerably loſt 5 notwithſtandiffy our Friends, Sir, have learned Anno ta, Geo. 
to deſpiſe and neglect us, and our Enemies are animated to II. 1740. - 
Confidence and Obſtinacy, yet our real and intrinfic Strength . | 
continues the ſame ; nor are there yet any Preparations made F 
zpainſt us by the Enemy, with Views beyond their own Se- 
curity and Defence. It does not yet appear, Sir; that our 
Enemies, however inſolent, ook upon us as the proper Ob- 
jets of a Conqueſt, or that they imagine it poſſible to be- 
fiege us in our on Ports, or toconfine us to the Defence of 
our own Country. We are not therefore to have Recourſe 
to Meaſures, which, if they are ever to be admitted, can be 
julled by the utmoſt Diſtreſs ; and can only become proper, 
a5 the laſt and deſperate Expedient. The Enemy, Sir, ought 
to appear not only in our Seas, but. in our Ports, before it can 
be neceſſary that one Part of the Nation ſhould be enſlay'd 
for the Preſervation of the reſt. 
To deſtroy any Part of the Community, while it is 
in our Power to preſerve the whole, is certainly abfurd, 
and inconſiſtent with the Equity and Tenderneſs of a good 
Government : And what is Slavery leis than Deftrution ? 
What greater Calamity has that Man to expect, who has 
been already deprived of his Liberty, and reduced to the Le- 
rel with Thieves and Murderers ? With what Spirit, Sir, 
wil he draw his Sword upon his Invaders, who has no- 
thing to de fend? Or why ſhould he repel the Injuries which 
wil m:ke no Addition to his Miſery, and will fall only on 
thole to whom he is enſlay'd ? 
© [tis well known that Gratitude is the Foundation of our 
Duty to our County, and to our Superiors, whom we are 
02.iged to protect on ſome Occaſions, becauſe upon others 
we i:ceive Protection from them, and are marntain'd in the 
quict Poſſeſhon of our Fortunes, and the Security of our Lives. 
Bit what Gratitude is due to his Country from a Man di- 
lungu.ſh'd without a Crime by the Legiſlature, fiom the reſt 
0 ine People, and mark. d out for Hardſhips and Oppreſſions ? 
From a Man who is condemn'd to Labour and to Danger, only 
that others may fatten with Indolence, and ſlumber without 
anxiety ? From a Man who is dragged to Miſery without 
Reward, and hunted from his Retreat, as the Property of his 
Aaſter? | 
* Where Gratitude, Sir, is not the Motive cf Action, 
vbich may eaſily happen in Minds not accutom'd to obſerve 
tte Eaus of Government and Relations of Society, Intereſt 
terer fails to prefide, which may be diſtinguiſh'd from Gra- 
ae, as it regards the immediate Conſequences of Actions, 
cor nes the View of preſent Advantages. But what In- 
<e% can be gratified by a Man who is not Maſter cf his own 
ö Actions, 
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Anno 1% Geo. Actions, gor ſecure in the Enjoyment of his &dquititidhy 4 
IL 1749. Why ſhould he be ſollicitous to increaſe his Propefty, who . 
\ SW VV may be torn from the Boſſeflion, of it in a Moment? Ge upon 
| what Motive can he act, who will not become more bappy ' 
by doing his Duty f 2 oh 1 
Many of thoſe, to whom this Bill is propos d to extend, 
have raiſed Fortunes at the Expence of their Eaſe, and at Ihe 
Hazard of their Lives; and now fit at Ren, enjoying the 
Memory of their paſt Hardſhips, and inciting others to the 
Proſecution of the ſame Adventures: How will it be more 
+ reaſonable to drag theſe Men from their Houſes, than to ſeize 
nny other Gentleman upon his own Eſtate ? And how negli- 
gently will our Navigation and our Commerce be promoted, 
when it is diſcover'd that either Wealth cannot be gaitied by 
them; or, if ſo gained, cannot be enjoy'd? ' | 
But it is ſtill urged, Sir, that there is a Neeeſlity'of 
manning the Fleet; a Neceſſity which, indeed cannot totally 
be denied, tho' a ſhort Delay would produce no frightful Con- 
- ſequences, would expoſe us to no Invaſions, nor diſable us 
from proſecuting the War. Yet, as the Neceſſity at leaſt de- 
ferves the Regard of the Legiſlature, Jet us confider what 
Motives have hitherto gain'd Men over to the public Ser- 
vice; let us examine how our Land- Forces are raiſed, and 
how our Merchants equip their Ships. How is all this effect 
ed without Murmurs, Mutinies, or Diſcontent, but by the 
natural and eaſy Method of offering Rewards? | 
It may be objected, Sir, that Rewards have been alrea- 
dy propos'd without Effect; but, not to mention the corrupt 
Arts which have been made uſe of to elude that Promiſe, by 
rejecting thoſe that came to claim them, we can infer from 
their Inefficacy only, that they were too ſmall ; that they 
were not ſufficient to dazz'e the Attention, and withdraw it 
from the Proſpect of the diſtant Advantages which may ariſe 
from the Service of the Merchants. Let the Reward there- 
fore be doubled, and if it be not then ſufficient, doubled anew, 
There is nothing but may be bought, if an adequate Price is 
offered; and we are therefore to raiſe the Reward till it ſhall 
| be adjudged by the Sailors equivalent to the Inconveniencies 
8 of the Service. | . 

; © Let no Man urge that this is Profuſion : that it is a 
$i! Breach of Truſt, and a Prodigality of the public Money. 
Ki Sir, the Money thus paid is the Price of Liberty; it is diſþur- 
Þi ſed to hinder Slavery from encroaching, to preſerve our natu- 
ral Rights from Infraction, and the Conſtitution of our 
Country from Violence. If we vote away the Privilege of 
one Claſs among us, thoſe of another may quickly be - 
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aded ; and Slavery will advane: by degtees, till the laſt Anno 14, CG. 
— 4 of Freedom ſhall be lat. iy I. 17. 

« But perhaps, Sir, it will appear, upon Reflection, tha: N. 
eren this Method needs not to be practiſed. It is well 
known, that it is not neceſſacy for the whole Crew of a Ship 
to be expert Sailors; there mult be ſome Novices, and many 


wel whoſe Employment has more of Labour than of Art. We 
the have now a numerous Army Which burthens our Country, 
the without defending it, and from whomve may therefore draw 
hes Supplie for the Fleet, and diltribute them amongſt the Ships 
ine in jait Proportions ; they may immediately affiit the Seamen, 
gli- and will become able in a ſhort Time to train up others. 
ed, « [t will doubtleſs, Sir, be objecled to this Propoſal, that 
4 by the Continent is in Confuſion, and that we ought to continue 
{ch a Force as may enable us to aſſiſt our Allies, maintain 
y of our Influence, and turn the Scale of Affairs in the neighbour- 
ally ing Countries. I know not how we are indebted to our 
06 Allies, or by what Ties we are obliged to aſſiſt thoſe who 


never aſſiſted us; nor can I, upon mature Conſideration, 
think it neceflary to be always gazing on the Continent, 
watching the Motions of every Potentate, and anxiouſly at- 
tentive to every Revolution. There is no end, Sir, of obvi- 
ating Contingencies, of attempting to ſecure ourſelves from 
every Poſſibility of Danger. I am indeed deſirous that our 
Friends, if any there be that deſerve that Name, ſhould ſuc- 
c2ed in their Deſigns, and be protected in their Claims; but 
think it ought always to be remembered, that our own Af- 
fairs affect us immediately, theirs only by Conſequence ; and 
that the neareſt Danger is to be firſt regarded. 

With reſpe& to the Amendment offer'd to this Clauſe, I 
cannot ſee that it will produce any Advantage, nor think any 
Evidence ſufficient to jufiify the Breach of our Conſticotion, 
or lubject any Man to the Hardſhip of having his Dwelling 
enter'd by Force. 1 | 

And, Sir, I am not entirely ſatisfied of the Impartiality 
and Equity with which it is promiſed that this Law will be 
put in Execution, or what new Ivfluence 1s to co-operate 
with this Law, by which Corruption and Oppreſſion will be 
prevented, EM | 
| © It is well known, Sir, that many other Laws are made 
Inefeftual by Partiality or Negligence, which remarkably , 
appears by the immenſe Quantities of Cara that are daily 
carried into, foreign Countries, by illegal Exportations, by 
which Traffic I am informed that we obtain Moſt of our ſo- 
reign Gold, which in Reality is paid us for Corn by the 
Dutch; tho' it is ſtudiouſſy repreſented to the Nation as 
Rined by our Trafic with Portugal, who can aſſure us that 
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Anno x4, Geo. this Law will not be perverted after the Example of other 
1 IL 1740. And that there will not be Wretches found that may employ 
| udo the Extortion of Money, or the Gratification of Re. 
| 'venge ? LE INES | 1 
5 Thus, Sir, I have ſhewn by what Means our Fleet may 
now be equipped, and how a Supply of Sailors. may be per. 
petuated; for I cannot think how the Boys which are educa- 
. ted at Charity Schools can be more properly employed; a 
Proportion may be eafily ſelected for the Service, who will 
benefit the Public much more than by ſerving Sharpers and 
Attornies, and pilfering either at low Gaming Hibabi Or in 
the Ions of Court. | 
« Since therefore is it not pretended, Sir, that this Bill can 
be juſtified otherwiſe than by Neceſſity, and it appears that 
Supplies may be raiſed by other Means; ſince inſtead, of in. 
creaſing and encouraging Seamen, nothing is propoſed that 
does not manifelily tend, by depreſſing and harraſſing them, 
to diminiſh their Numbers; I think it reaſonable to declare 
that I ſha!l continue to oppoſe it, and hope that every Friend 
of Liberty, or Commerce, will concur in the Oppoſition,” - 
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: Sir Robert Walpole. 
S1 Rs "ka 
Sir Robert have conſider'd the Bill before us with the utmoſt Im- 
Walpole partiality, and I can ſee no Reaſon to apprehend that it will 


produce ſuch univerſal Diſcontent, and give Occafion: to fo 
many Abules as the Honourable Gentlemen by whom it is 
oppoled, appear to ſuſpect. It is not uncommon, Sir, in 
judging of future Events, and tracing Effects from Cauſes, for 
the moſt Sagacious to be miſlaken. 
Ihe ſafeſt Method of conjecturing upon the future, is to 
coniider the paſt, for it is always probable, that from like 
Cauſes like Conſequences will ariſe. Let us therefore, Sir, 
examine what Injuſtice or Oppreſſion has been hitherto pro- 
duc'd by Laws of the ſame Kind. | 
* The Power of Searching, however it is now become the 
Subject of loud Exclamation, and pathetic Harangues, is no 
new Invaſion of the Rights of the People, but has been alrea- 
dy granted in its utmoſt Extent, for an end of no greater Im- 
portance than the Preſervation of the Game: This formida 
bie Authority has been already trufied to the Magiſtrate, and 
the Nation has been already ſubjeRed to this inſupportable 
Tyranny, only leſt the Hares and Partridges ſhould be deſtroy- 
ed, and Geotlemen be obliged to diſband their Hounds, and 
'ditmits their Setting-D gs. | a 4 
Vet, Sir, even with regard to this Power, thus exhorbl- 


tant, and thus lightly granted, I have heard no general rnd 
* ee | P _ 


r . e 
Yy « © .* * 2 2 * — * — 
n Th — = — : — cad - 


> a Hem” 
— _ #* » 
P = 4 _ - — — P, 
* — — — - - x - 
4 2 8 Ld * * = 
- _ 


ings”. 


— 


* 


Pe 
AFL CS 


"= 24.4" 7 


_ 
— —- 


- 
an WS. 5 


* — 
— % — — „ —— — 
1 2 — " 7 . * F - m 


——— 


14 

N 

1 
: 


OO k — 
4s — ab i. 


r 


plaints, nor believe that it is look 'd upon as a Grievance by A 
aty, but thoſe whom it reſtrains from living upon the Game, 
and condemns to maintain themſelves by a more honeſt and 


uſeful Induſtry. 


« I hope, Sir, thoſe that think this Law for the Preſerva. 
tion of their Amuſement rational and juſt, will have at leaſt 


the ſame Regard to the Defence of their Country, and will * 


not think their Veniſon deſerves greater Sollicitude, than 
their Fortunes and their Liberties: - | 

« Nor is it difficalt, Sir, to produce Inſtances of the Exer- 
ciſe of this Power for the End which is now propoſed, with- 
out any Conſequences that ſhould diſcourage us from repeatin 
the Experiment, I have now in my Hand a Letter, by 
which the Mayor and Aldermen of Briſtol are empowered to 
ſeize all the Sailors within the Bounds of their juriſdiction, 
which Order was executed without any Outcries of Oppreſ- 
hon, or Apprehenfions of the Approach of Slavery. 

That this Law, Sir, will be always executed with the 
ſtricteſt Impartiality, and without the leaſt Regard to any 
private Purpoſes, cannot indeed be demonſtratively proved; 
every La mar poflibly be abuſed by a Combination of Pro- 
fligates, but it muſt, I think, be granted, that it is drawn up 
Vith all the Caution that Reaſon, or Jultice, or the Corrup. 
tion of the preſent Age requires. I know not what can be 
contrived better than an Aſſociation of Men unlikely to con- 
cur in their Views and Intereſts, A Juflice of the Peace, a 
Lieutenant of a Ship, and a Commiſſioner of the Navy, three 
Wen probably unknown to each other, and of which no 
one wil! be at all ſollicitous to deſire the reſt to unite, to com- 
mit a Crime to which no Temptation can be readily ima- 

ncd, 


* This Caution, Sir, which cannot but be approved, and 2 


dich ſurely is ſome Proof of Judgment, and Conſideration, 
cuzht, in my Opinion, to have exempted the Bill, and thoſe 
by whoſe Afliſtance it was drawn up, from the reproachful 
and indecent Charge of Abſurdity, Ignorance, and Incapa- 
cy; Terms which the Dignity of this Aﬀembiy does not 
admit, even when they are inconteſtably juſt, and which 
lure;y ought not to be made Ule of when the Queſtion is of 
acouo:ful Nature, 

* The Gentlemen, Sir, who. are now entruſted with pub- 
lic Employ ments have never yet diſcovered that they are in- 
ferior to their Predeceſſors in Knowledge, or Integrity, nor 
do their Characters ſuffer any Diminution by a Compariſon 
vith thoſe Who vilify and traduce them. 

* Thole, Sir, that treat others with ſuch licentious Con- 
empt, ought ſurely to give * illuſtrious Proof of their own 


⁊ Abilities; 
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Mr. Sandys, 


tbeir Service in Expectation of a greater? The Reward 


Power, nor ſuch as is, in any reſpect, parallel to that which 


0252) | 
Abilities; and yet, if we exami; e what has been produced on 
thi: Queſtion, we ſhall. find no Reaſon to admire their Saga- 
city, or their Knowledge. | | 
We have been told, Sir, that the Fleet might properly 
be mann'd by a Deatchment from the Army, hut it has not 
been proved that we have any ſuperfluous Forces in the King. 
dom, nor, indeed, will our Army be found ſufficiently nume. 
Tous, if, by neglecting to equip our Fleet, we give our Exe. 
mies an Opportunity of entering our Country. 23 
If it be enquired, what Neceſſity there is for our preſent 
Forces! what Expeditions are defign'd ? or what Dangers 
are fear'd? I ſhal} not think it my Duty to return any An- 
ſwer. It is, Sir, the great Unhappineſs of our Conſflitution, 
that our Determinations cannot be kept ſecret, and that our 
Enemies may always form Conjectures of our Deſigns, by 
knowing our Preparations ; but ſurely more is not to be pub. 
liſh'd than Neceſſity exorts, and the Government has a Right 
to conceal what it would injure the Nation to diſcover. 
Nor can I, Sir, approve the Method of levying Sailors 
by the Incitement of an exorbitant Reward, a Reward to be 
augmented at the Pleaſure of thoſe who are to receive it. 
For what can be the Conſequence of ſuch Prodigality, but 
that thoſe, to whom the largeſt Sum is offered, will yet refuſe 


already propoſed is, in my Opinion, the utmoſt Stretch of 
Liberty; and all beyond may be cenſur'd as Profuſion. 

It is not to be imagin'd, Sir, that all theſe Objections 
were not made, and anſwered, in the Reign of the late Queen, 
when a Bill of the ſame Nature was propoſed ; they are an- 
ſwered at leaſt by the Neceffity of thoſe Times, which Ne- 
ceſſity has now return'd upon us. 

We do not find that it produced any Conſequences ſo 
formidable and deſtructive, that they ſhoulg for ever diſcdu- 
rage us from attempting to raiſe Forces by the ſame Means; 
it was then readily enacted, and executed without Oppoſition, 
and without Complaints; nor do I believe that any Meaſures 
can be propoſed of equal Efficacy, and leſs Severity. 

Mr. Sandys, 

S1 R, KY 

« Whether the Precedents produc'd in Defence of this Bill, 

will have more Weight than the Arguments, muſt be ſhewt 


by a careful Examination, which will perhaps diſcover that 
the Order ſent to the Magiſtrates of Briſtol conyey'd no new 


this Bill is intended to confer. | 
They were only enjoined to enquire with more — 


( 253 ). 

trictneſs, after Stroſſers and Vagabonds, ſuch as the Anno 14, Gro. 
| — ba always ſubjected to Puniſhment, and ſend them to 111745. 
the Fleet, inſtead of any other Place of Correction ; a Method A 
which may now be purſued without Danger, Oppoſition, or 

laint. x 

— for my Part, I am not able, upon the cloſeſt Atten- 
tion to the preſent Scene of Affairs, to find out the Ne 
of extraordinary Methods of any Kind, The Fears of an In- 
vafion from France, are, in my Opinion, Sir, merely chime- 
rical ; from their Fleet in America the Coaſts of England 
have nothing to fear, and after the numerous Levies of Seamen 
by which it was fitted ont, it is not yet probable that they 
can ſpeedily ſend out another. We know, Sir, that the 
Number of Seamen depends upon the Extent of Commerce, 
and ſurely there is as yet no ſuch Diſproportion between their 
Trade and ours, as that they ſhould be able to furnifh out a 
naval Armament with much greater Expedition than our- 
ſelves. | 9 . 

In. America, our Forces are at leaſt gqual to theirs, ſo 
that it is not very probable, that, after the total Deſtruct ion of 
our Fleet by them, they ſhould be ſo little injured, as to be 
able immediately to ſet fail for the Channel, and infult us in 
our own Ports; to effect this, Sir, they muſt not only con- 
quer us, but conquer us without Refiſtance. | | 

If they do not interrupt us in our Attempts, nor expoſe 
themſelves to an Engagement, they may indeed return with- 
out ſuffering great Damages, but I know not how they can 
leave the Shores of America unobſerved, or pour an unexpect. 
ed [nv:fion upon us. If they continue there, Sir, they can- 
not hurt us; and when they return, we may prepare for their 
Reception, | 

© There are Men I know, Sir, who have Reaſon to think 
highly of the French Policy, and whoſe Ideas may be exalt- 
ed to a Belief that they can perform Impoſlibilities ; but I have 
not yet prevailed upon myſelf to conceive that they can act 
inviſibly, or that they can equip a Fleet by Sorcery, collect 
an Army in a Moment, and defy us on ourown Coaſt, with- 
out any perceptible Preparations,” 


Sir Charles Wager. 


S IR, 
The Calamities produced by Diſcord, and Contention, Sir Charles 
need not to be pointed out, but it may be proper to reflect Wager. 


upon the Conſequences of a Houſe divided againſt itſelf, that 
we may endeavour to avoid them. 


* Unanimity is produced by nothing more powerful than 
by impending Danger, and therefore it may be uſeful to — 
' thole 
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thoſe who ſeem at preſent in profound Security, that the 
Power of France is more formidable than they are willipg to 
© My Age, Sir, enables me to remember many Tranſac- 
tions of the War in the late Reigns, to which many Gentle. 
men are Strangers, or of which they have only .imperſe& 
Ideas from Hiſtory and Tradition. k 18 
la the ſecond Year of the Reign of King William, the 
French gained a Victory over the united Fleets of the mati. 
time Powers, which gave them, for the Summer following, 
the Dominion of the Channel, enabled them to ſhut up our 
Merchants in their Ports, and produced a total Suſpenſion of 
our Commerce. | 1 7 * . 
Thoſe, Sir, to whom the Importance of Trade is ſo 
well known, will eaſily apprehend the Weight of this Cala. 
mity, and will, I hope, reject no Meaſures that have a mani- 
feit Tenderneſs to prevent it. SY FORK 
Our Ships, Sir, do not lie uſeleſs becauſe there is any 
Want of Seamen in the Nation, but becauſe any $:rvice is 
preferred to that of the Public. = 3 
There are now to my Knowledge in one Town on the 
Welt Coaſt, no fewer than 1200 Sailors, of which ſure'y a 
third Part may be juſtly claimed by the public Intereſt ; nor 
do I know why they who obſtinately refule to ſerve their 
Country, ſhou!d be treated with ſo much Tenderneſs. It is 
more reaſonable that they ſhould ſuffer by their Reſuſal, 
than that the general Happineſs ſhould be endangered.“ 


Mr, Southwell. 


81e, 

When any Authority ſhall be lodged in my Hands to be 
exerciſed for the public Benefit, I ſhall always endeavour to. 
exert it with Honeſty and Diligence; but will never be 
made the Inſtrument of Oppreſſion, nor execute any Com- 
miſſion of Tyranny or Injuſtice. 

As therefore the Power of ſearching is to be placed in 
the Hands of Juſtices of the Peace, I think it neceſſary to 
declare that I will never -perform ſo hateful a Part of the 
Office, and that, if this Bill becomes a Law, I will retire 
from the Place to which my Authority is limited, rather than 
contribute to the Miſeries cf my Fellow SubjeQs*? 


Mr. Lyttleton. 
Bans: | | 
« All the Arguments which have been offered in ſupport 


of this Bill, are reduced at laſt to one conſlant Afſercion of 
the Neceſlity of paſſing i. „ 


( 255 ) 

War cannot be carried on without Men, and that Ships are 
aſeleſs without Sailors; and from thence it is inferred that the 
Bill is neceſſar x. . 

« That Forces are, by ſome mean, neceſſary to be raiſed, 
the warmeſt Opponents of the Bill will not deny; but they 
cannot therefore allow the Inference, that the Methods now 
propoled are neceſſary. | | 

« They are of Opinion, Sir, that cruel and oppreflive 
Meaſures can never be juſtified, till ail others have been 
tried without Effect; they think that the Law, when it was 
formerly paſt, was unjuft, and are convinced, by obſerving 
that it never was revived, that it was by Experience dil- 
covered to be uſeleſs. 

« Neceſſity, abſolute Neceflity, is a formidable Sound, and 
may terrify the weak and timorous into Silence and Compli- 
ance; but it will be found, upon Reflection, to be often no- 
thing but an idle Feint, to amuſe and to delade us; and that 
what is repreſented as neceſſary to the Public, is only ſome- 
thing convenient to Men in Power. ns 

« Neceſſity, Sir, has heretofore been produced as a Plea for 
that which could be no otherwiſe defended. In the Days of 
Charles I Ship Money was declared to be legal, becauſe it 
was neceſſary,, Such was the Reaſoning of the Lawyers, 
and the Determination of the Judges ; but the Parliament, 
a Parliament of Patriots ! without Fear, and without Cor- 
raption, and influenced only by a ſincere Regard for the Pub- 
lc, were of a different Opinion, and neither admitted the 
lawfuineſs nor Neceſſity. | 

* It will become us on this Occaſion to act with equal Vi- 
pour, and convince our Countrymen, that we proceed upon 
tue ſame Principles, and that the Liberties of the People are 
our chief Care. | 

© I hope we ſhall unite in defeating any Attempts that 
may impair the Rights which every Briton boaſts as his 
Pirth-right, and reject a Law which will be equally dreaded 
and deteſted with the Inquiſition of Spain. 


dir William Yonge. 
SIR, | 

* Tho" many particular Clauſes of this Bill have been 
Ulapproved and oppoled, fome with more, and ſome with 
lels Reaſon, yet the Committee has hitherto agreed that a 
Bil! for this Purpoſe is neceſſary in the preſent State of our 
Affaire; upon this Principle we have proceeded thus far, 
kreral Gentlemen have propoſed their Opinions, contributed 
ther 


1 8 
We have been told, Sir, with great Acuteneſs, that a Anno-14, Geo 


Il. 1740 


Sir Wiliiam 
Yonge. 


Anno 14, Geo their Obſervations, and laboured as in an Aﬀair 


II. 1740. 


Mr. Lyttleton 


R 

Ty ” 9 
— 
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(- 2g6 ) 
admitted to be of high Importance to the general] when | 

But now, Sir, when ſome of the Difficulties are fr. 
mounted, ſome Expedients luckily ſtruck out, ſame Objec- 
tions removed, and the great Deſign braught nearer to 
Execution, we are on a ſudden informed, that all our La. 
bour is ſuperfluous, that we.are amuſing ourſelves with uſe. 
leſs Conſultations, providing againſt Calawities that can 
never happen, and raiſing Bulwarks Without an Enemy, that 
therefore the Queſtion before us is of no Importance, and 
4 ought, without farther Examination, to be totally 
re . | 

G I ſuppoſe, Sir, I ſhall be readily believed, when I de. 
clare that I ſhall willingly admit any Arguments that may 
evince our Safety; but in Praportion as real Freedom from 
Danger is to be deſired, a ſupine and indolent Neglect of it 


is to bedreaded and avoided ; and I cannot but fear that our 


Enemies are more formidable, and more malicious, than the 
Gentlemen that oppoſe this Bill have repreſented them. 
This Bill can only be oppoſed upon the Suppoſition 
that it gives a Sanction to Severities more rigorous than our 
reſent Circumſtances require ; for nothing can be more fal- 
lacious or invidious than a Compariſon of this Law with the 
Demand of Ship-Money, a Demand cantrary to all Law, 
and enforced by the manifeſt Exertion of arbitrary Power. 
How has the Conduct of his preſent Majeſty any Re- 
ſemblarice with that of Charles I? Is any Money levied by 
Order of the Council? Are the Determinations of the 
Judges ſet in Oppoſition to Acts of Parliament? Is any 
Man injured in his Property by an unlimited Extenſion 
of the Prerogative ? Or any Tribunal eſtabliſhed ſuperior to 
the Laws of the Nation ? Fe 
« To draw Parallels, Sir, where there is no Reſemblance, 
and to accuſe] by Inſinuations where there is no Shadow of 
a Crime; to raiſe Outcries when no Injury is attempted, 


and to deny a real Neceſſity, becauſe it was once pretended 


for a bad Purpoſe, is ſurely not to advance the public Service, 
which can only be promoted by juſt Reaſonings, and calm 
Reflections, not by Sophiſtry and Satire, by Infinuations 
without Ground, and by Inſtances beſide the Purpoſe. 


Mr. Lyttleton. 


8 IR. e 

« True Zeal for the Service of the Public is never diſ- 
covered by colluſive Subterfuges and malicious Repreſenta- 
tions; a Mind attentive to the common Good, would hardly, 


on an Occaſion like this, have been at Leiſure to pervert an 
| harmle!s 


' 


(257) 
hartnleſs Ill uſtration, and extract Diſaffection from a caſual Anno 1% Gey 

emark. bo 00 N dee >” ) « 17 
2 It is, indeed, not impoſſible, Sir, that I might expreſs A 
myſelf obſcurely, and it may be therefore neceſſary to de- 
care that I intended no diſreſpectſul Reflection on the Con- 
duct of his Majeſty, but muſt obſerve at the ſame time, that 
obſcure or inaccurate Expreſſions ought always to be inter- 
preted in the molt inoffenſive Meaning, and that to be too 
agacious in diſcovering concealed Inſinuations, is no great 
Proof of ſuperior Integrity. 1 

« Wiſdom, Sir, is ſeldom captious, and Honeſty ſeldom 
ſuſpicious: A Man capable of comprehending the whole Ex- 
tent of a Queſtion, diſdains to divert his Attention by trifling 
Obſervations z and he that is above the Practice of little Arte, 
or the Motions of petty. Malice, does not eaſily imagine them 
incident to another, | | ' 

« That in the Queſtion of Ship-Money Neceſſity was pre- 
tended, cannot be denied; and therefore all that I aſſerted, 
which was only that the Nation had been once terrified with- 
out Reaſon, by the formidable Sound of Neceſlity, is evident 
and unconteſted, | 

When a Fraud has once been practiſed, it is of Uſe to 
remember it, that we may not twice be deceived by the ſame 4 
Artifice, and therefore I mentioned the Plea of Neceſſity, 
thatit may be enquir'd whether it is now more true than be- 
fore. | | | 
That the Parliament, Sir, and not the Judges, is now ap- 
plied to, is no Proof of the Validity of the Arguments which 
have been produced ; for in the Days of Ship-Money, the 
Conſent of the Parliament had been aſked had there been any 
Proſpect of obtaining it; but the Court had been convinc'd, 
by frequent Experiments, of the Inflexibility of the Parlia- 
ment, and deſpaired of influencing them by Proſpects of Ad- 
vantage, or intimidating them by Frowns or Menaces, 

May this and every future Parliament imitate their Con- 
aud, a1d, like them, diſtinguiſh between real and pretended 
Neceſſity ; and let not us be terrified by idle Clamours into 
the Eltabliſhment of a Law at once uſeleſs and oppreſſive. 


Sir William Vonge. 
SIR, 


That J did not intend to miſrepreſent the Meaning of Sir Wiiliam 
ite Honourable Gentlemas, I hope it is not neceffiry to de- Vonte. + 1 
Care; and that I have in reality been guilty of any Miſre- | 
pefentation, Jam not yet convinced. If he did not intend 
i Parallel between Ship- Money and the preſent Bill, to what 
Purpoſe was his Obſervation ? And if he did intend it, was it 

Vor VII. LI | not 
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which could be inferred from it was therefore fallacious and 
inconcluſive ? a a n 
Nor do I only differ, Sir, in Opinion with the Honours. 
ble Gentleman with relation to his Compariſon of 
which have nothing in common with each other; but I will 
venture to declare, that he is not more accurate in his Citz. 
tions from Hiſtory. The King did not apply to the 
becauſe the Parliament would not have granted him the Mo- 
ney that he demanded, but becauſe bis chief Ambition was to 
govern the Nation by the Prerogative alone, and to free him- 
ſelf and his Deſcendants from parliamentary Enquiries. 
That this Account, Sir, is juſt, I am conhdent the Hic. 
tories of thoſe Times will diſcover ; and therefore any iuvi- 
dious Com par iſon between that Parliament and any other, is 
without Foundation in Reaſon or in Truth.” | 


Mr. Bathurſt. 


S1R, 2 
That this Law will eaſily admit, in the Execution of it, 
ſuch Abuſes as will over-ballance the Benefits, may readily be 
roved ; and it will not be conſiſtent with that Regard to the 
Pablic, expeQed from us by thole whom we repreſent, to enatt 
: Law which may probably become an [nftrument of Oppreſ- 
on, 2 
The Servant, by whom I am now attended, may be 
termed, according to the Determination of the Vindicators of 
this Bill, a Sea-faring-Man, having been once in the Weſt- 
Indies; and he may therefore be forced from my Service, 
and dragged into a Ship by the Authority of a Juſtice of the 
Peace, perhaps of ſome abandon'd Proftitute*dignified with 2 
Commiſſion only to influence Elections, and awe thaſe whom 
Exciſes and Riot Acts cannot ſubdue. | 
I think it, Sir, not improper to declare, that I would by 
Force oppole the Execution of a Law like this; that I would 
bar my Doors and defend them; that I would call my Neigh- 
bours to my Aſſiſtance; and treat thoſe who ſhould attempt 
to enter, without my Conſent, as Thieves, Ruſſians, and Mur- 


derers - 


Lord Gage. 
SIR, 


* It is well known that by the Laws of this Nation Pover- 
ty, is in ſome Degree conſidered as a Crime, and that the 
Debtor has only this Advantage over the Felon, that he cin. 
not be purſued into his Dwelling, nor be ferced from the 
Skelter of his own Houſe, | 


= 
e 
2 | think it is univerſally agreed, that the Condition of a Anno 1 G οõ - 
Man in Debt is already ſufficiently miſerable; and that he II. 1740. 
would de more worthy of the Legiſlative Power to contrive 
Alleviations of his Hardſhips; than Additions to them; and ir 


ſeems therefore no 1 le Objection to this Bill, that 
by conferring the Power of entering Houſes by Force, it may 
give the Harpies of the Law an ity of entering, in 


che Tumult of an Impreſs, and of dragging a Debtor to x 
noiſorn Priſon, under Pretence of forcing Sailors into the Ser- 
vice of the Crown.” © | 


Mr. Tracy. 
S1 n, 


That ſome Law for the Ends propoſed by the Bill before 
us is neceſſary, I don't fee how we can doubt, after the Decla- —_ 
rations of the Admirals, who ate fally acquainted with the 
Service for which Proviſion is to be made, and of the Mini- 
fry, whoſe Know of the preſent State of our own 
Strength, and the Deſigns of our Enemies, is doubtleſs more 
ex:& tian they can acquire who are not engaged in public 
Employments. | | 

« If, therefore, the Meaſares now propoſed are neceſſary, 
th2' they may not be agreeable to the prefent Diſpoſitions of 
the People, for whoſe Preſervation they are intended, I ſhall 
think it my Duty to concur in them, that the public Service 
may not be retarded, nor the Safety of a whole Nation ha- 
z:rded, by a ſcrupulous Attention to minute Objections. 


Mr. Campbell. 


S1R, 

I have often amidſt my Elogies on Britiſh Liberty, and Mr. Campbell 
my Declarations of the Excellence of our Conſtitution, the 
Impartiality of our Government, and the Efficacy of our 
laws, been reproached by Foreigners with the Practice of 
Iupreſſes, as an Hardihip which would raiſe a Rebellion in 
112 de Monarchies, and kindle thoſe Nations into Madneſs, 
it have for many Ages known no other Law than the Will 
of their Princes. A H:rdſhip which includes Impriſonment 
= and to which therefore no Aggravations ought 
2 de added. 

Bat if Juſtice and Reafon, Sir, are to be overborn by 

Neceiſity ; if Neceffity is to ſtop our Ears againſt the Com- 
ats of the Oppreſſed, and harden our Hearts at the Sight 
of their Miſery, let it at leaſt not deſtroy our Memories, nor 
&prive us of the Advantages of Experience. : 

Let us enquire, Sir, what were the Effects of this hateful 


: 7 


* . ' 
| (260) 

nno 14, Geo Authority when it was formerly cotifipn'd to the M | 
1 II. 740. Were 2 Fleets mann'd in — ?. Were wr N 

| immediately crouded with Sailors ? Did we--ſurprize our 
Enemies by our Expedition, and make Conqueſts/before an 
Invaſion could be ſuſpected ? I have heard, Sir, of no ſuch 
Conſequences, nor of any Advantages which deſerved to be 
purchaſed by Tyranny and Oppreſſion. We have found that 
very few were procured by che Magiſtrates, and the C 
of ſe zing and conyeying was very-confiderable, and therefore 
cannot but conclude, that illegal Meaſures, which have been 
once tried without Succeſs, ſhould, for a double Reaſon, neyer 
be reviv'd. | . AW. xt 

Sir John Barnard, | 

81 R/ f 1 2 | 

It is not wighout Regret that I riſe ſo often on this Oc- 
caſion; for to diſpute with thoſe whoſe Determinations are 
not influenced by Reaſon, is a ridiculous Taſk, a tireſome 
Labour without Proſpect of Reward, | 

© But as an Honourable Gentleman has lately remark'd, 
that by denying the Neceſſity of the Bill, inſtead of making 
Objections to particular Clauſes, the whole Deſign of finding 
Expedients to ſupply the Sea Service is at once defeated: [ 
think it neceflary to remind bim, that I have made many 
Objections to this Bill, and ſupported them by Reaſons which 
have not yet been aniwer'd. But 1 ſhall now no longer 
confine my Remarks to ſingle Errors, but obſerve that there 
is one general Defect, by which the whole Bill is made ab- 
ſurd and uſeleſs. n " 

For the Foundation of a Law like this, Sir, the Deſcrip- 
tion of a Seaman ought to be thus accurately laid down, it 
oug ht to be declared what Acts ſhall ſubject him to that De- 
nomination, and by what Means, after having once enliſled | 
himleif in this unhappy Ctaſs of Men, he may withdraw in- 
to a more ſecure and happy State of Life. IN 

Is a Man, who has once only loſt Sight of the Shore, to | 
be hunted as a Seaman? Is a Man who by Traffic has en- 
riched a Family, to be forced from his Poſſeſſions by the | 
Authority of an Impreſs? Is a Man, who has purchaſed an | 
Eftate, and built a Seat, to ſollicit the Admiralty for a Pro- | 
tection from the neighbouring Conſtable? Such Queſtions as 
theſe, Sir, may be aſk'd, which the Bill before us will enable 
no Man to anſwer. I. | 

If a Bill for this Purpoſe be truly neceſſary, let it at leafi | 
be freed ſrom ſuch offenſive Abſurdities ; let it be drawn up 
in a Form as different as is poſſible from that of the * 
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fore us, and at lafb'T am far from. imagining that a Law will Anno 14,Geo; 
he contrived not injurious to Individuals, nor detrimental to II. 1740. 


n 


the Public ; not contrary to the firſt Principles of our Eſta- 
biſhment, and not loaded with Folly and Abſurdities.“ 


Mr. Viper. : 8 


SIR, 


A Definition of a Seaman is ſo neceſſary in a Bill for Mr. Viner. 


this Purpoie, that the Omiſſion of ir will defeat all the Me- 
thods that can be ſuggeſted. How ſhall a Law be executed, 
or a Penalty inflied, when the Magiſtrate has no certain 
Marks whereby he may diſtinguiſh a Criminal? And when 
even the Man that is proſecuted may not be conſcious of 
Guilt, or know that the Law extended to him, which he is 
charged with having offended. | | | 

« if, in defining a Seaman on the preſeng Occafion, it be 
thought proper to have any. Regard to the Example of our 
predeceſſors, whoſe Wiſdom has in this Debate been ſo much 
magnified ; it may be obſerved that a Seaman has been for- 
merly defined, A Man who haunts the Seas ; a Definition 
which ſeems to imply Habit, and Continuance, and not to 
comprehend a Man who has perhaps never gone more than 
a fingle Voyage. 2 

gut tho' this Definition, Sir, ſhou'd be added to the A- 
mendments already propoſed, and the Bill thereby be brought 
ſome what nearer to the conſtitutional Principles of our Go- 
rernment; I cannot yet thiok it ſo much rectified, as that 
tte Hardſhips will not out-weigh the Benefits, and therefore 
hall continue to oppoſe the Bill, tho? to ſome particular 
Cizuſes I have no ObjeRion.” , 


The Term Sea-faring Man was then left out, and the ſe- 
reral Amendments were admitted in the Committee, 

Received the Report of His Majeſty's Anſwer to their 
Aidreis, That he would give Directions for a Scheme te 
de prepared to prevent the Running of Wool. 

Read a firſt Time, a Bill for ſupplying ſome Deſects in 
te Laws for repairing and rebuilding County Bridges ; and 
for repairing, enlarging, erecting, and providing Houſes of 
Correction. 

The 1oth. Read a firſt Time, a Bill for the Improvement 
of the ManufaQture of Woollen Broad Cloth, and to prevent 
Atuſes in the making of the ſame. | | 
| Read a ſecond Time, a Bill for ſupplying ſome Deſects 
n the Laws for repairing County Bridges, and for pro- 
icing Houſes of Correction. | . 


(262) 8 
14%, Geo. Read a thied Time, and paſſed the“ Bill for 
28. Trade to and from Perfia through Ruffia: — 
the Lords. | - > 4, $$<$92Y-s, 
8 $52, The 
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* Abſtract of the Birr, for opening a Trade to and from 
IR Perſia, thro' Ruſſia. 740 2 


« JVbereas by Letters Patent, dated February 26, in the 
firft and ſecond Year of King Philip and Queen Mary, their 
Majeſty's did grant to the Merchant Adventurers of England, 
for the Diſcovery of Lands, Territories, Iſles, fe; unknown, 
and not befor s their late Adventure or Enterprize, by Seas or 
Navigation, tommonly frequented the fole Privilegt of trading 
ia the Dominions and Territories of the Emperor of Ruſjia. 
Aud whereas the Liberties, Wc. granted by the ſaid Letters Pa- 
tent, were ofterwards by At? of Parliament in tht 8th of 
Queen Elizabeth confirmed to the ſaid Merchants and their Suc- 
c. org, by the Name of The Fellowſhip of, Engliſh Merchants 
tor the Diſcovery of new Trades ( now commonly called the 
Ruffſia-Compary ) by which the ſaid Fellauſbip are tohave the 
fole Privilege of trading ts and from the Dominions and Terri - 
tories of the Emperor of Ruſſia, lying North wards,  North- 

 eaſl-wards, and North cue wards from Landen; as alſo to 
the Countries of Armenia Major, or Minor, Media, Hyrcania, 
Perfia, or the Coſpian Sea: And whereas, by an Ad in the 
10th and 11th Years of King William III. to enlarge the Trade 
% Ruffia any Subj ed of this Realm bath a Right to become 
free of the ſaid Fellowſhip, on Payment , zl. and nm more: 
And whereas, by an Act of his late Majefty-Charles II for 
encouraging and increofing - of Shipping and Navigation, it in 
enad ed. That no Gods of foreign Growth and Manufatures, 
auhich by the ſaid A ate to be brought into England, brilana, 
Sc. in Eng!ifh or other Shipping, navigated in ſuch a manntr, 
as therein is mentioned, ſhall be ſhipped, or braught from any 
other Place or Places, Town or Country, Cr | but only from 
theſe of the ſaid Growth, Praduction, or Manufattare j or from 
rheſe Ports where the ſaid Goods and Commoiities conld only, or 
vſual'; hed been firſt ſhipped for Tranſportation, and from 10 
other, under the Fo feiture of all ſuch Gods,” ds alfo the Shi 
in which they are imported, awith all her Gans, Tackle, &c. to 
be recovered and diviacd as in the faid Ad Airactei, evith Pre- 
vo that the hid Ad full not extend to prohibit the importing 
of the Commedities of the Streights or Levant Seas, it Engli/o- 
" built Shipping, navigated as therein directad, from the uſual 
Poris or Places for lading them within the ſaid Streights er 
| Levant 
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The Houſe reſolved them into a Committe on the Bill for Anno 14, Sb. 
the Encouragement of Seamen, and ipeedier Manning the H. 1940. | 
Fleet, when Sir Charles Wager offer'd a Clauſe by which It wa WD 
to be enacted, That no Merchants, or Bodies Corporate, or | 
Politic, ſhall hire Sailors at higher Wages than 3: s. for the 
Month, on Pain of forſeiting the treble Value of the Sum fo 
agreed for; which Law was to commence after Fifteen Days, 
and continue for a Time to be agreed on by the Houſe. 


And then ſpoke to the following Purpoſe. _ | 
ir, 


Levant Seas, or the imparting any Eaft-India Commodities 
laden in the like Shipping, and navigated as aboveſuid, to the 
Seuthward and Eaftward of Cabs Sona Speranza, aiths" the 
ſaid Commodities be net of the very Growth of the ſaid Places 
r;ſpeively. And whertas. at the Time of paſſing the ſaid laſt- 
mentioned Act, it was not uſual to bring to this Kingdom Raw- 
Silk and other Commodities of the Growth and Mani fucture of 
Perfia, thro Ruſſia. And whereas it may be of great Atvan- 
tage to this Kingdom, to => a Trade ro and from Perſia, thro 
Ruſſia, by promoting the Conſumption of the Miollen and other 
Man Mures thereof, if Raw Silk, and other Good, the Pro- 
duce —— be permitted to be imported into this Kingdom 
fim Ruffia, in return for ſuch Moollen and other Manu ac- 
twres as ſhall be exported from hence into Ruffia, and from 
thence carried ints Perfia, and not otherwiſe: Be it cnacted, 
Ec. That from and after the 24th of Fune 1741, it Hall be 
lawful for every Member of the ſaid Fell-wfhip or Ruſfia- 
Company, exclu five of all others, ta import into this Kingdom, 
in Britiſh-built Shipping, navigated according to Law, from 
am Port belonging to the Czar, 'Raw-Silk, or any other Goods 
of the Growth and Manufatiure of Perſia; provided ſuch 
Mansfature, of the Growth or Produce of Perſia, be pur- 
chaſed by Barter with Mellen and other Manufa#ories, or 
Gods exported from Great- Britain to Ruſfia, and from thence 
carried into Perfia ( Geld and Silver in Coin, and Bullion ex- 
opted) or with the Preduce avifing from the Sales of ſuch 
Manufaftures, Qc. exported to Ruſſia, and carried into Perfia 
a aforeſaid ; and not otherwsſe, nn paying or ſecuring the 
Duties now payable for the ſame, according to ſuch Rules and 
Dire&ions, &c. as are by Law preſcribed and prattiſed on the 
Inpu tation of Goods of the Growth and Manufacture of Per- 
fa, in ported into this Kingdom from any Port in the Levant- 
dear, by any Per ſon free of the Turky, or Levant Company. 

Aud be it enaded fc. That no Silk, or other Produce or Ma- 
wfatture of Perſia, hall be imported into Great Britain, thro 
Ka, by virtue of this AF. unleſs the Importer take an Oath, 

| er 
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II. 1740. 2 | 0 | _—_ LS LL TIE THY 
The Neceſſity of this Clauſe muſt be ſo apparent to every 

Sir Charles Gentleman acquainted with naval and commerical Affairs, 

Wager: that as no Oppoſition can be apprehended, very few. Argu- 

ments will be requiſite to introduce it. Nen 
How much the public Calamities of War are improved 
by the Sailors to their own private Advantage, how generally 
they ſhun the public Service, in Hopes of receiving ex orbi. 
tant Wages from the Merchants, and how much they extort 
from the Merchants, by threatening to leave their Service 
for that of the Crown, is univerſally known by every Officer 
of the Navy, and every Commander of a Trading-Veſſel. 
A Law therefore, Sir, to reſtram them in time of War 
from ſuch exorbitant Demands, to deprive them of thoſe 
Proſpects which have often no other Effect but to lull them in 


Idleneſs, while they ſkulk about in Ex pectation of higher 
| WMages, 


or make Affir mation before the Collector, Ic. at the Port of In- 
pos tation, that to the be of his or their. Knowledge and Bilief, 
the Silk and other the Produce or Manufactures of ths, a con 
tained in his or their Entries, was or were really purchaſed by 
Barter with Moollen, Fc. Goods exported from Great-Britain 
to Ruſſia, and from thence carried into Perſia ( not being Geld or 
Silver in Coin, or Bullion) or with the Proquce ariſing from 
Sales of the ſaid Goods, and not otherwiſe. And in default of 
taking ſuch Oath or Affirmation, being a Duaker, all ſuch Silk, 
Sc. ſhall be liable to be ſeized and forfeited, as if the ſame 
had been imported contrary to the ſaid Ad of the 12th of 

Charles II. EO 3 bo a 
Provided always, and be it enacted, Ic. That nothing in this 
6 AX ſhall extend to the permitting, uſing, or wearing in this 
Kingdom, any wrought Silks or other Manufatture of Perſia, 
mentioned in the At 11th of William III. which may be in- 
ported by virtue thereof” thro) Ruſſia; but the ſaid Ad or any 
Clauſe thereof, &c. for re-exporting the ſame, to be in full 

orce, &fc. 

And be it further enacted, &c That if any Dueftion, &c. 
ſhall ariſe, whether any cf the Goods to be imported, by virtue 
of the Ad, be of the Growth or Manufacture of Perfia or nit, 
or were imported contrary to the true Meaning 75 this Ad, and 
Fall on that Account be ſeized, the Prof ſhall lie on the Inpor- 
ter or Clai mer, and not upon the Officer or Informer. | 

Previded alſo, that this Ad ſhall not extend to hinder the 
Eaſt India Company from having all ſuch Privileges, &c. 
as do or ſpall belong to them, Qc. any thing in this Ad mt. 
ewithtanding,” 
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Wages, and to binder them from deceiving themſelves, em- Anno 14, Geo 
tarraſling. the Merchants, and: deglecting the general Intereſt _ 11-4748.” 

of their Country is undoubtedly jaſt. . It is juſt, Sir, becauſe. LW 

in regard to the N it is neceflary to prevent the } may 

Calamity that can fa upon a People,'to preſerve us from re- 

ceiving Laws from the moſt implacable of our Ehemies; and 

it is juſt becauſe with reſpect to particular Men it has no 

Tendency but to ſuppreſs Idleneſs, Fraud; and Extortion.“ 


Mr. H. Fox. 


i ( ade, „ £09 

« I have no Onxjection to any Fart of this Clauſe, except Mr. H. Fo. 

the Day propoſed for the Commeneement; to make a Law 

againſt any pernicious Practice, to which there are ſtrong 

Temptations, and to give thoſe whoſe Incere may incite 

them to it, Time to effect their Schemes, before the Law ſhall 

begin to operate, ſeems not very conſiſtent with their Wiſdom 

« Vigilance, en {od 16; 12 

« It is not denied, Sir, that the Merchings are betrayed by 

that Regard to private Intereſt which prevails too frequently 

over nobler Views, to bribe. away from the Service of the 

Crown by large Rewards, thoſe Sailors whoſe Aſſiſtance is 

now ſo neceſſary to the Public, and therefore it is not to be 

imagined that they will not employ their utmoſt Diligence 

to improve the Interval which the Bill allows in making 

Contracts for the enſuing Year, and that the Sailors will noc 

eagerly engage themſelves before this Law ſhall precluus 

| their Proſpecta of Advantage, | | 

As therefore to make no Law, and to make a Law that 

will not be obſerved, is in Conſequence the ſame, and as the 

Time allow'd by the Clauſe, as it now ſtands, may make the 

whole Proviſion ineffeQual, it is my Opinion that either it 

ought to begin to operate to-morrow, or that we ought to 

leave the whole Affair in its preſent State.” 

Sir Robert Walpole. 

SIR, | 2 | 

0 Nothing has a greater Apyearance of Injuſtice, than to gir Robert 

puniſh Men by virtae of Laws with which they were not ac- Walpole. 

quinted ; the Law therefore is always ſuppoſed to be known, 

by thoſe who have offended it, becauſe it-is the Duty of. 

every Man to know it, and certainly it ought to be the Care 

of the Legiſlature, that thoſe hom the Law will affect, may 

xe a Poſſibility of knowing it, and that thoſe may nat be 

pniſhed for failing in their Duty, whom. nothing but ine- 

Wable Ignorance has Wer- into Offence. 
VII. m 


Vol. 6 But 


Mr. H. Fox. | 


Lord 
Baltimore 
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Anno 14,Geo. . But if the Operation of this Law, ſhould commence 
It 1745. motrow, what Numbers may break it, and ﬀer 35g 
De 
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only by commencing to-morrow.” 
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Breach of it involuntarily, and without Defign ; and how 
ſhall we vindicate ourſelves from having been Ad 
Mr. H. Fox. . re 1 f 
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I ſhall not urge in Defence of my Motion what n getib- 
rally known and has been frequently inculeated in all Pehases 
upon this Bill, that private Conſiderations ought always to 
— Way to the Neceſſities of the Public ; for I think it ſuf. 
cient to obſerve, that there is a Diſtinction to be made he. 
tween Puniſhment and Reflraints ; and that we never can be 
too early in the Prevention of pernicious Practices, tho d 
may — — puniſh them. 
+ The Law will be knewn to-morrow to far the greateſt 
Number of thoſe who may be tempted to defeat it; and 
there be others that break it ignorantly, how will they find 
themſelves injured by being only yn to pay leſs than 
they promiſed, which is all that I ſhould propoſe without 
longer Warning, The Debate upon this particular will de 
at length reduced to a Queſtion, Whether a Law for this 
Purpoſe is juſt and expedient? If a Law be neceſſary, it is 
neceſſary that it ſhould be executed, and it can be executed 


Lord Baltimore. 


S 1R, | : | 119 4; 
It appears to me of no great Importance how ſoon the 
Operation of the Law commences, or how long it is delayed, 
becauſe I ſee no Reaſon for imagining that it will at any 
Time produce the Effects propoſed by it. © 
It has been the Amuſement, Sir, of the greateſt Part of 
my Life, to converſe with Men . whoſe Inclinations or Em- 
ployments have made them well acquainted with maritime 
Affairs, and, amidſt innumerable other Schemes for the Pro- 
motion of Trade, have heard ſome for the Regulation of 
Wages in trading Ships, Schemes, at the firſt Appearance, plau- 
ſible andflikely to ſucceed, but, upon a nearer Enquiry, evi- 
dently entangled with inſupportable Difficulties, and never 
to be executed without Danger of injuring the Commerce of 
the Nation. | 0 N. 
© The Clauſe, Sir, now before us contains in my Opin 
one of thoſe viſionary Proviſions, which, however infallible 
they may appear, will be eafily defeated, and will have 00 
other Effect than to promote Cunning and Fraud, and to — 


en 
Mien thoſe Acts of Collufion with. which they would other- Anno 14, Geo; 


wile never have been acquainted,” e. 
811. | Sa | 
« I agree with the Honourable Gentleman by whom this Mr 1.0ck. 


Clauſe has been offer'd, that the End for which it is propos'd, wood. 
is worthy the cloſeſt Attention of the legiſlative Power, and 
that the Evils, of which the Prevention is now endeavour'd, 
may in ſome Meaſure not only obſtruct our Traffic, but en- 
danger our Country ;- and ſhall therefore very readily concur 
in any Meaſure for this Purpoſe, that ſhall not appear either 
unjuſt or ineſfectual. | | 

Whether this Cauſe will be ſufficient to reſtrain all elu- 
five Contracts, and whether all the little Artfices of Intereſt 
are ſufficiently obviated, I am yet unable to determine; but 
by a Reflection upon the Multiplicity of Relations to be con- 
fidered, and the Variety of Circumftances to be adjulted, in 
2 Proviſion of this kind, I am inclin'd to think that it is not 
the Buſineſs of a tranſient Enquiry, or of a ſingle Clauſe, 
but that it will demand a ſeparate Law, and engage the Deli- 
beration and Regard of this whole Aſſembly.” | 


Sir John Barnard, | | Ne” 


811, 1 

Notwithſtanding the Impatience and Reſentment with Sir John 
which ſome Men ſee their Miſtakes and Ignorance detected, Barnard. 
notwithſtanding the Reverence which Negligence and Haſte 
are ſaid to be entitled to from this Aſſembly, I ſhall declare once 
more, without the Apprehenſion of being confured, that this 
Bill was drawn up without Conſideration, and is defended 
without being rſtood ; that, after all the Amendments 
which have been admitted, and all the Additions propos'd, it 
wil be oppreſſive and ineffectual, a Chaos of Abſurdities, and 
2 Monument of Ignorance.” 


Sir Robert Walpole, 


SIR, 


© The preſent Buſineſs of this Aſſembly is to examine the Sir Robert 
Clauſe before us: but to deviate from ſo neceſſary an En Walpole. 
quiry into loud Exclamations againſt the whole Bill, is to 
obliru&t the Courſe of the Debate, to perplex our Attention, 
and interrupt the Parliament in its Deliberation upon Queſ- 
tons, in the Determination of which the Security of the Pub- 
lic is nearly concern'd. | 

* The War, Sir, in which we are now engaged, and, I , 
my add, engaged by the general Requeſt of the whole Na- ; 

M m 2 tion, 


an 14, Geo tion, dan be proſecuted only che Afiſtance of the Seamen, 
immediate Advantage to the Security of their | Country 
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from whom it is not ex that they will (acrifice. their 
Public Spirit, where it is to be found, is the Refult uf Re. 
flect ion, refin'd by Study and exalted by Education, and is 
not to be hoped for among thaſe whom low Fortune has 
condemned to perpetual Drudgery. It muſt be therefore 
neceſſary to ſupply the Defect of Education, and to produce 
by ſalutary Coercions thoſe Effects which it is in vin to er- 
peR from other Cauſes, 1+ 2 6a 5 ee 
That the Service of the Sailars will be ſet up to Sale by 
Auction, and that the Merchants will bid againſt the Goyern- 
ment is inconteſtable ; nor is there any Doubt that they will 
be able to offer the higheſt Price, becauſe they will take Care 
to repay themlelves by raiſing the Value of their Goods, 
Thus, without ſome Reſtraint upon the Merchants, our Ene- 
mies,whoare not debarred by their Form of Goverment from 
any Method which Policy can invent, or abſolute Power put 
in Execution, will prelude all our Deſigns, and ſet at 
fiance a Nation ſuperior to themſelyes.” © | 
Sir John Barnard. 
S 1 R, * | 
I think myſelf obliged by my Duty to my Country, and 
by my Gratitude to thoſe by whoſe Induſtry we arg entiched, 
and by whoſe Courage we are defended, to make once more a 
Declaration, not againſt particular Clauſes, not againſt ſingle 
Circumſtances, but againſt the whole Bill; a Bill unjuſi and 
oppreſſive, abſurd and ridiculous; a Bill to harraſs the Induſtri- 
ous and diſtreſs the Honeſt, to puzzle the Wiſe and add Power 
to the Cruel ; a Bill, which cannat be read without Aſtonih- 
ment, nor paſſed without the Violation of our Conſtitution, 
and an equal Diſregard of Policy and Humanity. c b | 
only by a 


All theſe Aſſertions will need to be proved 
bare Peruſal of this hateful Bill, by which the meaneſt, the 
moſt worthleſs Reptile, exalted to a petty Office by . 
a Wretch only ſuperior to him in Fortune, is enabled to 
his Authority by tyranizing over thoſe who every Hour de 
ſerve the public Acknowledgements of the Community; to 
intrude upon the Retreats of brave Men, fatigued and exhauſt- 
ed by honeſt Induſtry, to drag them out with all the Wan- 
tonneſs of groveling Authority, and chain them to the Oar 
without a Moment's Reſpite, or perhaps oblige them to pur- 
chaſe, with the Gains of a dangerous Voyage, or the Plun- 
der of an Enemy lately conquer'd, a ſhort Interval to ſettle 
their Affairs, or bid their Children farewell. ; 3 
— : 
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5 6269) 
rd fs jeting Laws of Oppreſſion and conferri 
fit at Eals, projecting Oppreſſion and conferri 
rk their own Slaves ſuch licentious Authority, pas — 
Moments, and imagine themſelves expoſed to the ſame Hard- 
ſhips by a Power aperiar- to their own; let them conceive 
themſelves torn from the Tenderneſs and Carreſſes of their 
Families by mid-night Irraptions, dragg'd in Triumph thro? 


the Streets by. a deſpicable Officer, and placed under the 


Command of thoſe: by whom they have perhaps been already 


in this Houſe, let thoſe, Sir, Who Amo 14, Get, 


II. 1746. 


, 


inſulted. Why ſhould we imagine that the Race of Men 


for whom theſe Cruelties are preparing: have leſs Senfibility 
than ourſelves? Why ſhould we believe that they will faffer 
without Complaint, and be injur'd without Reſentment ? 
Why ſhould we conceive that they will not at once deliver 
themſelves, and puniſh their Oppreſſors, by deſerting — 
Country where they are confider'd as Felons, and lay ing ho 


on thole Rewards and Privileges which no other Govern- - 


ment will deny them? | Ti 

« This is indeed the only Tendency, whatever may have 
deen the Intention, of the Bill before us; for I know not 
whether the moſt refin'd Sagacity can diſcover any other Me- 
thed of diſcouraging Navigation than thoſe which are drawn 
topether in the Bill before us. We firſt give our Conſtables 
an Authority to hunt the Sailors like Thieves, and drive them 
by inceſſant Purſuit out of the Nation; but leſt any Man 
ſhould, by Friendſhip, good Fortune, or the Power of Money, 
had Means of ſtay ing behind, we have with equal Wiſdom 


Courage of his Profeflion ſhou'd incite him to affiſt his Country 
in the War, have contrived a Method of precluding him 
from any Advantage that might have the Weakneſs to hope 


unleſs we at once prohibit to Seamen the Uſe of the com- 
mon Elements, or doom them to a 6 Proſcription. 
© It is juſt, Sir, that Advantage ſhould be proportion'd to 
the Hazard by which it is to be obtained, and therefore a 
Sailor has an honeſt Claim to an Advance of Wages in Time 
o War; it is neceſſary to excite Expectation, and to fire 
Ambition by the Proſpect of great Acquiſitions, and by this 
Proſpe& it is that ſuch Numbers are daily allured to naval 
bulineſs, and that our Privateers are filled with Adventurers, 
The large Wages which War makes neceſſary, are more 
powerful Incentives to thoſe whom Impatience of Poverty 
betermines to change their State of Life, than the ſecure 
Gains of peaceful Commerce; for the Danger is over-look'd 
ya Mind intent upon the Profit. 
* . War 


condemn'd. him to Poverty and Miſery ; and leſt the natural 


from his Fortitude and Diligence. What more can be done, 


(66250) 
. *ho a> | 3 W . NIN "ad. tt. 
Anno 14) War is the Harvelt of a Sailor, in which he in ih Yin 
Proviſions for the Winter of old Age; and if we blaſt i, 
Hope, he will inevitably fink into Indolence and Cowargi 
Many of the Sailors are bred up to Trades, os capable of 
any laberious Employment upon Land; nor. ig, there apy 
Reaſon for which they expoſe themſelves to th Dangen of 
F a Seafaring Life, but the Hope of ſudden Wealth, and fee 
lucky Seaſon in which they may improve their Fortanes d 
a ſingle Effort. Is it reaſonable to believe that all thele wi 
not rather have Recourſe to their former Callings, and Jive 
ja Secarity, though not in Plenty, than- encounter Danger 
and Poverty at once, and face an Enemy without any Pro. 
ſpe of Recompence ? _ | „ ee 
| Let any Man recollect the Ideas that aroſe in his Mind 
upon hearing of a Bill for encouraging and incteaſing Sai. 
Jors, and examine whether he had any Expectation of Ex- 
pedients like theſe ? I ſuppoſe, it was never knowa before, 
that Men were to be encouraged by ſubjeQing them to-pecu- 
liar Penalties, or that to take away the Gains of a Profeſſion, 
was a Method of recommending it, more generally to the 
People. | . 
a it is not of very great Importance to dwell longer 
upon the Impropriety of 25 Clauſe, which there is no Poſ- 
fibility of putting in Execution. That the Merchants will 
try every Method of eluding a Law ſo prejudicial to their 
Intereſt, may be eaſily imagined ; and a Mind not -very 
fruitful of Evaſions will diſcover that this Law may be 
eluded by a thouſand Artifices. If the Merchants are re- 
ſtrained from allowing Men their Wages beyond a certain 
Sum, they will make Contracts for the Voyage, of which 
the Time may very eaſily be computed; they may offer a 
Reward for Expedition and Fidelity; they may pay a large 
Sum by way of Advance; they may allow the Sailors Part 
of the Profits, or may offer Money by a third Hand. To 
fix the Price of any Commodity, of which the Quantity and 
the Uſe may vary their Proportions, is the molt exceſſ ve 
Degree of Ignorance, No Man can determine the Price 
of Corn, unleſs he can regulate the Harveſt, and keep the 
Number cf the People for ever at a Stand. PR 
« But let us ſuppoſe theſe Methods as efficacious as their 
moſt ſanguine Vindicators are defirous of repreſenting, it 
does not yet appear that they are neceſſary; and. to inflict 
Hardſhips without Neveflity, is by no means the Practice of 
either Wiſdom or Benevolence. To tyrannize and compel, 
is the low Pleaſure of petty Capacities, of narrow Minds, 
| ſwelled with the Pride of uncontrolable — the Wan- 
tonneſs of Wretches who are inſenſible of the * 
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1 2710 8 
their own AQions, and of whom Candour may perhaps Anno 1 
e that they are only cruel becauſe they Ire dpd. II. 190 * 
Let us not exalt into a Precedent; the moſt unjuſt and rigo- ww” 
rous Law of our Predeceſſors, of which they themſelves ge. 
clared their Repentance, or canfeſſed, the Inefficacy, by never 
reviving it; let us rather endeavour to gain the Sailors by 
Lenity and Moderation, and reconcile them to the Service 
of the Crown by real Encouragetnent ; for it is rational to 
imagine, that in Proportion as Mea are diſguſted by Tojuries, 
they will be won by Kindneſs. 8 
There is one Expedient, Sir, which deſerves to be tried, 
and from which at leaſt more Succeſs may be hoped than 
from Cruelty, Hunger, and” Perſecution. | The Sbips that 
are now to be fitted out for Service, are thoſe of the firſt 
Magnitude, which it is uſual to bring back into the Ports in 
Winter, Let us therefore promiſe to all Seamen that ſhall 
roluatarily engage in them, beſides the Reward already pro- 
poſed, a Di ge from the Service at the End of fix or 
ſeven Months. By this they will be releaſed from their 
preſent Dread of Slavery, and be cettain, as they are when 
in the Service of the Merchants, of a Reſpite from their 
Fatigues. *The Trade of the Nation will be only inter- 


- 


rapted for a Time, and may be carried on in the Winter 
| Poſ- Months, and large Sums will be ſaved by diſmiſſing the Sea- 
will men when they cannot be employed. SES 
their By adding this to the other Methods of Encouragement, 
very and throwing afide all rigorous and oppreſſive Schemes, the 
y be Navy may eaſily be manned, our Country protected, our 


Commerce re-eftabliſhed, and our Enemies ſubdued; but to 
paſs the Bill as it now ſtands, is to determine that Trade 
hall ceaſe, and that no Ship ſhall fail out of the River.“ 


Mr. Pit. 
9 1R, | | | | 3 
' It is common for thoſe to have the greateſt Regard to 
their own Intereſt who diſcover the leaſt for that of others, N 12 
1 do not, therefore, deſpair of recalling the Advocates of 


Price this Bill from the Proſecution of their favourite Meaſures by 
p the Arguments of greater Efficacy than thoſe which are founded 
an Reaſon and Juſtice. | 


Nothing, Sir, is more evident, that that ſome Degree of 
Reputation is abſolutely neceſſary to Men who have any 
Concern in the Adminiſtration of a Government like ours; 
they muſt either ſecure the Fidelity of their Adherents by 
the Aſſiſtance of Wiſdom, or of Virtue; their Enemies 
nuſt either be awed by their Honeſty, or terrified by their 
Cunning, © Mere artleſs Bribery will never gain a ſufficient 
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rupt but miſtaken, and are unwilling th ſhould 
be puniſhed for natural Defefts or caſual Igh "+5 

I cannot ſay, Sir, which of niluence the 

Advocates for the Bill before us ; a Bill in 2 

he moſt 
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t one more Ex- 

Hocking, and BY 7 
that theſe Tyrants of the Admini b 
ſelves with oppreſſing their Fellow Subj W a 
Reluctance one Hardſhip to another, i t 
- thoſe whom they have alread . 
plunder and then impriſon who ct 
ightening the public Diftreſles, t 
War the Inſtruments o 0 th 
be formidable, and owe their Power not to their Abilities, but In 
to caſual Proſperity, or to the Influence of Money. ca 
© The other Clauſes of this Bill, compli t once with L 
Cruelty and Folly, have been treated with becoming Indig- m 
nation; but this may be conſidered with leſs Ardour and Re- 1 
ſentment, and fewer Emotions of Zeal, becauſe, tho' not per · tr 
haps equally iniquitous, it will do no Harm; for a Law that to 

can never be executed can never be felt. * 
% 
Kr 
be hoped or fear'd from a Law like „ Lay ig 
fixes what is in its own Nature mutable, which ' preſcribes the 
Rules to the Seaſons and Limits to the Wind. * the 
© I am too well acquainted, Sir, with the D of 
its two chief Supporters, to mention the Contem _ 
Ho 
the 
hoſe w a» 
try Im; 
be confirmed in theit Opinion by open Cruelty bak 


rious Oppreſſion; and that thoſe who have on 
A | . 


- * \ 


74 273 J. N ; | 
den Intereſt in View, will be afraid of adhering to thoſe Anno 14;Geg 
Leaders, however o and practiſed in Expedients, however II. 1740. 
frengthen'd by Cggruption, or elated with Power, who have 
' no reaſon to hope for Succeſs from either their Virtue or 
Abilities,” _ | 

Mr. Bathurſt, 4 | 


812. 3 4 
The Clauſe now under out Coypſideration is ſo incohs Mr Bathurſt, 
fderately drawn up, that it is impoſſible to read it in the b 
moſt curſory Manner, without diſcovering the Neceſſity of 5-4 
numerous Amendments ; no malicious Subtilties -or artful 
Deductions are required in raiſing Objections to this Part of 
the Bill; they croud'upon us without being ſought, and inflead 
of exerfing our Sagacity, weary our Attention. | ; 
« The firſt Error, or rather one Part of a general and com- 
plicated Error, is the Computation of Time not by Days but 
by Kalendar Months, which, as they are not equal one to 
another, may embarraſs the Account between the Sailors and 
thoſe that employ them. In all Contracts of a ſhort Dura- 
ration, the Time is to be reckoned by Weeks and Days, by 
certain and regular Periods, which has been ſo conſtantly 
the Practice of the Sea-faring-Men, that perhaps many of 
them do not know 'the Meaning of a Kalendar Month ; This 
indeed is a Neglect of no great Importance, becauſe no Man 
can be deprived by it of more than the Wages due for the 


Ess. TAF NT FEST ELTESSTS 


ith Labour of a few Days, bu the other Part of this Clauſe is , « . 
ig- more ſeriouſly to be confider'd, as it threatens the Sailors ks. 
Re- with great Injuries. For it is to be enected, that all Con- 


' trais made for more Wages than are here allowed ſhall be 
totally void, * | 2 5 

* It cannot be denied to be poſſible, and in my Opinion it 
1s very likely, that many Contracts will be made without the 
Knowledge of this Law, and conſequently without avy De- 
lgn of violating it; but Ignorance, inevitable Ignorance, 
tho' it is a valid Excuſe for every other Man, is no Plea for 
the un happy Sailor; he muſt ſuffer, tho? innocent, the Penaity 
of a Crime; muſt undergo Danger, Hardſhips, and Labour, 

vithout a Recomperce, and at the End of a ſucceſsfal Voyage, 
iſter having enriched his Country by his Induſtry, return 

_ to a neceſſiteas: Family without being able to relieve 

(tem, | | 

lt is ſcarcely neceſſary, Sir, to raiſe any more Objections 
t02 Clauſe in which nothing is right; but to ſhew how its 
lmperſections multiply upon the ſlighteſt Conſideration, I 
take this Opportunity to obſerve that there is no Proviſion 
mace for regulating the Voyages performed in lels Time than 
Vor VII. N n a 
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* 4,Geo a Month, ſo that the greateſt Part of the Abuſes 
II. % been repreſented as the Occaſion of thi. Claule, are yet wb. 
| out Remedy, and only thoſe Sailors who yenturedar, and are 
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Mr. Hay. 
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„Which have 


expoſed to the greateſt Dangers, are reſt 
an adequate Reward. | * : 
« Thus much, Sir, I have ſaid upon the Suppoſition, that 


'd from receiving 


juſt ; a Suppoſition of which I am very far from diſcovering 

the Truth. That it is juſt to oppreſs the moſt uſeful of ou 

Fellow-SubjeQs, to load thoſe Men with peculiar Hardſhips 

to whom we owe the Plenty that we enjoy, the Power that 

yet remains in the Nation, and which neither the Folly nor el 

the Cowardice of Miniſters have yet been able to deſtroy, q 

and the Security in which we now fit and hold our Conſult. 7 

tions; that it is jaſt to leſſen our Payments at 1 when 00 
be 


n 

n 

II d 

92 Regulation of the Sailors Wages is either neceſſary or 0 
p 

h 

fi 


we increaſe the Labour of thoſe who are hired, And to ex- 


poſe Men to Danger without Recompence, will not eaſily be WW : 
proved even by thoſe who are moſt accuſtomed to Paradores, [ 
and are ready to undertake the Proof of any Poſition which 
it is their Intereſt to find true. | POR | 
Nor is it much more eaſy to ſhew the Neceſſity of this U 
Ex pedient in our preſent State, in which it appears from 
the Title of the Bil), that our chief Endeavour ſhould be the 
Increaſe and Encouragement of Sailors, and, I ſuppoſe, it has 
not often been diſcover'd, that by taking away the Profits of 
a Profeſſion, greater Numbers have been allured to it. de 
The high Wages, Sir, paid by Merchants are the chief 5 
Incitements that prevail upon the Ambitious, the Neceſſitous, WY i; 
or the Avaritious, to forſake the Eaſe and Security of the 1. 
Land, to leave ealy*Trades and healthful Employments, and th 
expoſe themſelves to an Element where they are not certain A 
of an Hour's Safety. The Service of the Merchants is the Nur. th 
ſery in which Seamen are trained up for his Majeſty's Navies, WW l. 
and from thence we muſt, in Time of Danger, expect thoſe 
Forces by which alone we can be protected. 1 
If, therefore, it is neceſſary to encourage Sailors, it is 1 


neceſſary to reject all Meaſures that may terrify or diſguit Wl ti 
them ; and, as their Numbers muſt depend upon our Trade, 
let us not embarraſs the Merchants with any other Difficulties WW 20 
than thoſe which are inſeparable from War, and which very b. 
little Care has been hitherto taken to alleviate.” 0: 
Mr. Hay. | . 
Six, | 90 
The ObjeRions which have been urged with ſo much u. 
Ardour, and diſplay'd with ſuch Power of Eloquence, arc WW © 


not, in my Opinion, formidable enough to , us 
| | m 


„„ i "EEE... 


rom proſecuting-out Meaſures 3 ſome of them may be per- ap Geo 
« The Computatzon: of Time, as it now ſtands, is allow'd- WWW 


readily anſwered, and the Teſt eaſily removed. 


not to produce any formidable Evil, and therefore did not 0 
eguire ſo rhetorieal a Cenſure ; the Iaconveniency of Kalen- 
ar Months may eaſily be removed by a little Candour in the: 
contracting Parties, or that the ObjeQion may not be re- 
peated to the Interruption of the Debate, Weeks or Days: 
nay be ſubſtituted, and the uſual reckoning of the Sailors be 
fill continued. : | | 

That ſome Contracts may be annulled, and Inconveni- 
encies or Delays of Payment ariſe, is too evident to be 
queſtioned ; but in that . Caſe the Sailor may have his Re- 
medy provided, and be enabled to obtain, by an eaſy Pro- 
ces, what he ſhall be judg'd to have deſerved; for it muſt 
de allow'd reaſonable, that every Man who labours in honeſt 
and uſeful Employments, ſhould receive the Reward of his 
Diligence and Fidelity. | 

„Thus, Sir, may the Clauſe, however loudly cenſured 
and violently oppoſed, be made uſeful and equitable, and 
the public Service advanced without Injury to Individuals.” 

Sir Robert Walpole. 

$18, : q 

Every Law which extends its Influence to great Num. Sir Robert 
hers, in various Relations and Circumſtances, muſt produce Walpole. 
ſme Conſequences that were never foreſeen or intended, and. 
1s to be cenſared or applauded as the general Advantages or 
[rconveniencies are found to.preponderate. Of this kind is 
the Law before us, a Law enforced by the Neceſſity of our 
Afairs, and drawn up with no other Intention than to ſecure 
the public Happineſs, and produce that Succeſs which every 
Man's Intereſt muſt prompt him to defire. | 

« If, in the Execution of this Law, Sir, ſome Inconve- 
nencies ſhould ariſey they are to be remedied as faſt as they 
e diſcovered, or if not capable of a Remedy, to be pa- 
tently borne in Conſide ration of the general. Advantage. 

« That ſome temporary Diſturbances may be produced is 
"ot improbable ; the Diſcontent of the Sailors may for a 
tort Time riſe high, and our Trade be ſuſpended by their 
Oſtinacy ; but Obſtinacy, however determined, muſt yield to 
Hunger, and when no higher Wages can be obtained, they 
vil chearfully accept of thoſe which are here allowed them. 
wort Voyages indeed are not comprehended in the Clauſe, 
ud therefore the Sailors will engage in them upon their 
n Terms; but this Objection can be of no weight with 


Nu 2 thoſe 


e 
Anno 14, Geo thoſe that oppoſe the Clauſe, becauſe, if it is unjuſt to limit 
It. . the Wages of the Sailors, it is juſt to leave thoſe Voyages 
qY without Reſtriction; and 'thoſe that think the Rxpedient 
here propoſed equitable and rational, may perhaps be wil. 
ling to make ſome Conceſſions te thoſe who are of a diffe. 
rent Opinion. | | 
« That the Bill will not remove every Obſtacle to Suc. 
ceſs, nor add Weight to one Part of the Balance without 
making the other lighter ; that.it will not ſupply the Navy 
without incommoding the Merchants in ſome degree; that 
it may be ſometimes evaded by Cunning, and ſometimes 
abuſed by Malice; and that at laſt it will be leſs efficacious 
than is deſired, may perhaps be proved; but it has not yet 
been proved that any other Meaſures are more eligible, or 
that we are not to promote the public Service as far as we 
are able, though our Endeavours may not produce Effects 
equal to our Wiſhes.” | k 


Sir John Barnard, 


S IR, NOTES 
Sir John I know not by what Fatality it is that nothing can be 
Barnard. urged in Defence of the Clauſe before us which does not 
| tend to diſcover its Weakneſs and Inefficacy. The watmeſt 
Patrons of this Expedient are impelled by the mere Ferce 
of Conviction to ſuch Conceſſions as invalidate all their Ar: 
guments, and leave their Opponents no Neceſſity of+ re- 
lying. — . 
1 e If ſhort Voyages are not comprehended in this Proviſion 
what are we now controverting ?. what but the Expedience 
of a Law that willnever be executed ? The Sailors, however 
they are contemned by thoſe who think them only worthy 
to be treated like Beaſts of Burthen, are not yet ſo ſtupid 
but that they can eaſily find out, that to ſerve a Forinight for 
greater Wages is more eligible than to toil a Month for ieſs; 
and as the numerous Equipments that have been lately made 
have not left many more Sailors in the Service of the Mer- 
chants than may be employ'd in the C Maſting Trade, thoſe 
who traffic to remoter Parts mult ſnut up their Books, and 
wait till the Expiration of this AQ for an Opportunity of 
renewing their Commerce. 

To regulate the Wages for one Voyage, and to leave 
another without Limitation, in time of Scarcity of Seamen, 1s 
abſolutely to prohibit that Trade which is ſo reſtrained, and 
is doubtleſs a more effectual Embargo than has been yet in- 
vented, | ; 

Let any Man but ſuppoſe that the Eaſt-India Company 
were obliged to give only half the Wages that other more 

| ; | allow, 
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e 1 
flow, and conſider how that part of our Commerce coald Anno 14, Co. 
he carried on; would not their Goods rot in their Ware- II. 17. 
houſes, and their Ships lie for ever in the Harþour ? Would A 


not the Sailors refuſe to contract with them ? or deſert them 
after a Contract, upon the firſt Proſpe& of more advantage- 
ous Employment? 6 4 n 

But it is not requiſite to multiply Arguments in a Queſ- 


ithout tion which may not only be decided without long Examina- 
Navy tion, but in which we may determine our Concſuſions by 
3 that the Experience of our Anceſtors. Scarcely any right or 
time; wrong Meaſures are without a Precedent, and often dif 
acious cover what the moſt enlightned Reaſon failed to foreſee. 
ot yet Let us therefore improve the Errors of our Anceſtors to 
le, or our own Advantage, and whilſt we negle& to imitate their 
as we Virtues, let us at leaſt forbear to repeat their Follies.” 


Mr. Alderman Perry. 
S1R, Te 
There is one Objection more which my Acquaintance 


with foreign Trade impreſſes too ſtrongly upon my Mind to Mr. Perry. 


an be ſuffer me to-conceal it. | 
es not lt is well known that the Condition of a Seaman ſub- 
tmeſt jets him to the Neceſſity of ſpending a great part of his Life 
Ferce at a Diſtance from his native Country, in Places where he 
r Ar: can neither hear of our Deſigns, nor be inſtructed in our Laws, 
f. re- and therefore it is evident that no Law ought to affect him 
before a certain Period of Time, in which he may reaſo- 

viſion nably be ſuppoſed to have been informed of it. For every 
Jience Man ought to haye it in his Power to avoid Puniſhment, and 
wever to ſuffer only for Negligence and Obſtinacy. * 
orthy It is quite unneceſſary, Sir, to obſerve to this Aſſembly, 
ſtupid that there are now, as at all times, great Numbers of Sailors 
ht for in every part of the World, and that they at leaſt equally 
riefs; deſerve our Regard with thoſe who are under the more im- 
made mediate Influence of the Government. . 
Mer- © Theſe Seaman have already contracted for the Price of 
thoſe their Labour, and the Recompence of their Hazards, nor 
s, and can we, in my Opinion, without manifeſt Injuſtice, diſſolve 
ity of a Contrat founded upon Equity, and confirmed by Law. 

It is, Sir, an undiſputed Principle of Govergment, that 
leave no Perſon ſhould be puniſhed without a Crime; but is it 
en, is n0 Puniſhment to deprive a Man of what is due to him by a 
|, and legal Stipulation, the Condition of which is on his Part 
et in- boneſtly fu!filled ? 

Nothing, Sir, can be imagined more calamitous than 
pany lie Diſappointment to which this Law ſubje&s the unhappy 
aders : Men 


low, 
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Sir William 
Longe. 


of diſtinguiſhing between Meaſures eligible in themſelves, 


which the Benefit is merely occaſional, and of which the 


are to ceaſe with the Neceſſity that produced them. 


with a proſperous Gale, the Ship owes its Uſefulneſs and its 
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Men who are now promoting the Intereſt. of their, Country. | 
in diſtant Places, amidſt Dangers and Hardſhips, in unhealthy 
Climates and barbarous Nations, where they comfort them. 
ſelves under the Fatigues of Labour and the Miſeries of 
Sickneſs, with the Proſpe& of the Sum which they ſhall gain 
for the Relief of their Families, and the Reſpite which 
their Wages will enable them to enjoy ; but upon their Re- 
turn they find their Hopes blaſted, and their Contracts di. 
ſolved by a Law made in their Abſence, | 

No human Being, I think, can coolly, and deliberately 
inflit a Hardſhip like this, and therefore I doubt not but 
thoſe who have by Inadvertency given room for this Objec- 
tion, will either remove it by an Amendment, or what is, in 
my Opinion, more eligible, reject the Clauſe as inexpedient, 
uſeleſs, and unjuſt.” | 


Sir William Yonge. 9 80 
S I By ; | 
© This Debate has been protraQed, not by any Difficulties 
ariſing from the Nature of the Queſtions which have been 


the Subject of it, but by a Neglect with which almoſt all the 
Opponents of the Bill may be juſtly. charged, the Neglect 
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and Meaſures preferable to Conſequences which are appre- 
hended from particular Conjunftures ; between Laws made 
only to advance the public Happineſs, and Expedients of 


ſole Intention is to avert ſome national Calamity, and which 


© Such are the Meaſures, Sir, which are now intended ; 
Meaſures, which in Days of Eaſe, Security, and Proſperity, 
it would be the higheſt Degree of Weakneſs to propole, 
but of which I cannot fee the Abfurdity in Times of Dan- 
ger and Diſtreſs. Such Laws are yie Medicines of a State, 
uſeleſs and nauſeous in Health, but preferable to a lingering 
Diſeaſe, or to a miſerable Death. | | 

« Even. thoſe Meaſures, Sir, which have been mentioned 
as molt groſly abſurd, and repreſented as parallel to the Pro- 
viſion made in this Clauſe, only to expoſe it to Contempt and 
Ridicule, may in particular Circumſtances be rational and 
juſt. To ſettle the Price of Corn in the Time of a Famine, 
may become the wiſeſt State, and Multitudes might, in Time 
of public Miſery, by the Benefit of temporary Laws, be 
preſerved from Deſtruction. Even thoſe Maſts, to which, 


Speed, are often cut down by the Sailors in the Fury of a 
Storm. ; 
With 
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#hither no Knowledge of this Law can poſſibly be con- 
veyed, it cannot be denied that their Crews ought to be ſe- 
cured from Injury by ſome particular Exception; for tho it 
is evident in Competitions between public and private Inte- 
reſt, which ought to be preferred, yet we ought to remember 
that no unneceſlary In jory 1 7 be done to Individuals, even 
while we are providing for the Safety of the Nation. 


Mr. Fazakerley. 
SIR, 


© Tho' I cannot be ſuppoſed to have much Acquaintance Mr 


with naval Affairs, and therefore may not perhaps diſcover 
the full Force of the Arguments that have been urged in 
fzvour of the Clauſe now under Conſideration, yet I cannot 
but think myſelf under, an indiſpenſable Obligation to exa- 
mine it as far as I am able, and to make uſe of the Know. 
ledge which I have acquired, however inferior to that of 
others. 

The Argument, Sir, the only real Argument, which has 
been produced in favour of the Reftraint of Wages now 
propoled, appears to me by no means concluſive; nor can I 
believe that the meaneſt and moſt ignorant Seaman. would, 
if it was propoſed to him, heſitate a Moment for an Anſwer 
to it. Let me ſuppoſe, Sir, a Merchant urging it as a Charge 
againſt a Seaman, that he raiſes his Demand of Wages in 
Time of War, would not the Sailor readily reply, that har- 
der Labour required larger Pay ? Would he not aſk, why 
the general Practice of Mankind is charged as a Crime upon 
bim only? - Enquire, fays he, of the Workmen in the 
Docks, have they not double Wages for double Labour ? 
And is not their Lot ſafe and eaſy in Compariſon with mine, 
who at once encounter Danger and ſupport Fatigue; cars 
on War and Commerce at the fame time, to conduct the Ship 
and oppoſe the Enemy, and am equally expoſed to Captivity 
and Shipwreck ? . 

That this is in reality the State of a Sailor in Time of 
War, I think, Sir, too evident to require Proof; nor do [ ſee 


| what Reply can be made to the Saitor's artleſs Ex poſtulation. 


© I know not why the Sailors alone ſhould ſerve their 
Country to their Diſadvantage, and be expected to encounter 
Danger without the Incitement of a Reward. 

Nor will any Part of the Hardſhips of this Clauſe be 
alleviated by the Expedient ſuggefied by an Honourable 
Member, who ſpoke ſome time ago of 'granting, or allowing, 
to a Sailor, whoſe Contract ſhall be void, what our Courts of 
Law ſhould adjudge him to deſerve, a Quantum meruit. For, 


accord- 
- 


ley 


With regard to the Ships which are now in diſtant Places, Anno 14,Geo- 
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Fazaker- 
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Anno 14, Geo. according to the general Interpretation of our Statiites, lt 
II. 1740. will be determined that he has forfeited: his whole Claim by 
W illegal Contract. To inſtance, Sir, the Statuté of Uſary: 
He that flipulates for higher Intereſt than is allowed, is nor 

able to recover his legal Demand, but irrecoverably forfeits 


the whole. 3 . 
Thus, Sir, an unhappy 1 who ſhall innocently 
tranſgreſs this Law, muſt loſe All the Profits of his Voyage, 
and have nothing to relieve him after his Fatigues ; butwhen 
he has by his Courage repelled the Enemy, and by his Skill 
» eſcaped Storms and Rocks, muſt ſuffer yet ſeverer Hardſhips, 
in being ſubject to a Forfeiture where he expected Applauſe, 
Comfort, and Recompence.” | - 
Mr. Ryder, (Attorney General.) 
81x, = | 
Ryder. The Clauſe before us cannot, in my Opinion, produce 
N any ſuch dreadful Conſequences as the .— Gentleman 
appears to imagine: However, to remove all Difficulties, I 
have drawn up an Amendment, which I ſhall beg leave to 
propoſe, That the Contracts, which may be affected as the 
Clauſe now ſtands, Gall be void only as to ſo much of the Ma- 
ges as ſhall exceed the Sum to which the Houſe ſhall agree to 
reduce the Seaman's Pay; and as to the Forteitures, they are 
not to be levied upon the Sailors, but upon the Merchants, 
or trading Companies, who employ them, and who are able 
to pay greater Sums without being involved in Poverty and 
Dittreſs. x] | | 
« With regard, Sir, to the Reaſons for introducing this 
Clauſe, they are, in my Judgment, valid and equitable. We 
have found it neceſſary to fix the Rate of Money at Intereſt, 
and the Rate of ſ.abour in ſeveral Caſes; and if we do 
in this Caſe, what will be the Conſequence? A ſecond Em- 
bargo on Commerce, and perhaps a total Stop to all military 
Preparations, Is it reaſonable that any Man ſhould rate his 
Labour according to the immediate Neceſſities of thoſe that 
emp!oy him? Or that he ſhould raiſe his own Fortune by 
the public Calamities ? If this has hitherto been a Practice, 
it is a Practice contrary to the general Happineſs of Society, 
and ought to prevail no longer. 3 
If the Sailor, Sir, is expoſed to greater Dangers in 
Time of War, is not the Merchant's Trade carried on like- 
wiſe at greater Hazard? Is not the Freight, equally with the 
Sailors, threatened at once by the Ocean and the Enemy ? 
And is not the Owner's Fortune equally-impaired, whether 
the Ship is daſhed upon a Rock, or ſeized by a Privateer = 
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(81) , Es 1 
The Merchants, therefore; have us much Reaſon for pgy- Ann 13 Geo. / 
ug lefs Wages in Time of War, as the Sailor for demanding I. 14. 
more, and nothing remains but that the Legiſlative Power www 
determine a Medium between their different Intereſts, with | 
ſuftice, if polſible, at leaſt with Tmpartiality * © 


Mr. Horatio Walpole. 
| 5 


aty S 11. 

— « I was unwilling to interrupt the Courſe of this Debate Rr. Horatio 
kill while it was carried on with Calmneſs and Decency, by Men Walpole. 
4 who do not ſuffer the Ardour of Oppoſition to cloud their Rea- 

* ſon, or tranſport them to ſuch Ex preſſions as the Dignity of 


5 this Aſſembly does not admit. I have hitherto deferr'd to 
anſwer the Gentleman who declaimed againft the Bill with 
ſuch Fluency ard Rhetoric, and ſuch Vehemence of Geſture, 
who charged the Advocates for the Expedients now propo- 

Fo led, with having no Regard to any Intereſt but their own, 
and with making Laws only to conſume Paper, and threa- 
tened them with the Defection of their Adherents, and the 

Loſs of their Influence, upon this new Diſcovery of their 

Folly, and their Ignorance. 

{ « Nor, Sir, do I now anſwer him for any other 

than to remind him how little the Clamour of Rage, and Pe- 

ulancy of Invectives, contribute to the Purpoſe for which this 

Aſſembly is called together; how little the Diſcovery of 

Truth is promoted, and the Security of the Nation eſta- 

blihed by pompous Diction, and theatrical Emotion. | 

Formidable Sounds, and furious Declamations, confident - 

Aſertions, and lofty Periods, may affect the young and un- 

experienced, and perhaps the Gentleman may bave contract- 

ed his Habits of Oratory by converſing more with thoſe of 
his own Age, than with ſuch as have had more Opportunities 
of acquiring Knowledge, and more ſucceſsful Methods of 
communicating their Sentiments. | 

if the Heat of his Temper, Sir, would ſuffer him to at- 
tend to thoſe whoſe Age and long Acquaintance with Bufineſs : 
give them an indiſputable Right to Deference and Superio- 

tity, he would learn, in Time, to reaſon rather than declaim, 

and to prefer Juſtneſs of Argument, and an accurate Know- 

ledge of Facts, to ſounding Epithets and ſplendid Superlatives, 

vhich may diſturb the Imagination for a Moment; but leave 

19 laſting Impreſſion on the Mind. waa . 

© He will learn, Sir, that to accuſe and prove are v 

different, and that Reproaches, unſupported by Evidence, at- 

k& only the Character of him that utters them. Excur- 

hons of Fancy, and Flights of Oratory, are indeed par- 

Gonable in young Men, but in no other; and it would ſurely 

Vol VII. Oo contribute 


Anno 14,Geo. contribute more, even to the Purpoſe ſor which get Gen 
. 1740. tlemen appear to ſpeak, that of depreciating the Condudt of 
w . v the Adminiſtration, to prove the Inconveniencies and In- 


| Whoſe Age has only added Obſtinacy to Stupidity, is ſurely 


advanced in Age, has receded from Virtue, and becomes 
for Money which he cannot enjoy, and ſpends the Remains 


viour, imply, that I utter any Sentiments but my own, I 


I ſhall, oa ſuch an Occaſion, without Scruple, trample on 
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juſtice of 2 . — 1 
agnificence of ge, or Appearance of Teal, Honeſty, 
>= Cr | 57 3 
Mr. Pitt. „ 
. 4 nxcn, Hal | 
© The atrocious Crime of being a young Man, which the 
Honourable Gentleman has with ſuch Spirit and Decency 
charged upon me, I ſhall neither attempt to palliate, nor deny, 
but content myſelf with wiſhing that I may be one of thoſe 
whoſe Follies may ceaſe with their Youth, and not of that | 
Number who are igrorant in ſpite of Experience. | 
Whether Youth can be imputed to any Man as a Re. 
proach, I will not, Sir, aſſume the Province of determining ; 
but ſurely Age may become juſtly contem ptible, if the Op- 
portunities which it brings have paſt away without Improve- 
ment, and Vice appears to prevail when the Paſſion#have 
ſubſided. The Wretch that, after having ſeen the Conſe- 
quences of a Thouſand Errors, continues ſtill to blunder; and: 


the Object of either Abhorrence or Contempt, and deſerves 
not that his grey Head ſhould ſecure him from Inſults, 
Much more, Sir, is he to be abhorr'd, who, as be has 


more wicked with leſs Temptation ; who proſtitutes himſelf 
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of his Life in the Ruin of his Country. | eh, 
But Youth, Sir, is not my only Crime; I have been ac- 
cuſed of acting a theatrical Part A theatrical Part may ei- 
ther imply ſome Peculiarities of Geſture, or a Diſſimulation 
of my real Sentiments, and an Adoption of the. Opinions and 
Language of another Man. Ae 28 
In the firſt Senſe, Sir, the Charge is too triſting to be 
confuted, and deſerves only to be mentioned, that it may be 
deſpiſed. I am at Liberty, like every other Man, to aſe my 
own Language; and though I may perhaps have ſome Am- 
bition to pleaſe this Gentleman, I ſhall not lay myſelf under 
any Reſtraint, nor very ſollicitouſly copy his Diction, or his 
Mien, however matured by Age, or modelled by Experience. 
« Ifany Man ſhall, by charging me with theatrical Beha- 
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treat him as a Calumniator, and a Villain; nor ſhall any Pro- 
tection ſhelter him from the Treatment which he deſerves. 
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il thole Forms with which Wealth and Dignity intrench Anno 14, Geo 
themſelves, nor ſhall any Thing but Age reſtrain my Refent- - 1. 174. 
nent ; Age, which always brings one Privilege, that of be. Wo 
ing inſolent and ſupercilious without Puniſhment. N 8 

« But, with Regard, Br, to thoſe whom I have offended, I 
am of Opinion, chat if I had aQed a borrowed Part, I ſhould 
have avoided their Cenſure; the Heat that offended them is 
the Ardour of Conviction, and that Zeal for the Service of 
ny Country, which neither Hope nor Fear ſhall influence me 
to ſuppreſs. I will not fit unconcerned while my Liberty is 
invaded, nor look in Silence upon public Robbery — I will 
exert my Endeavours, at whatever Hazard, to repel the Ag 
preſſor, and drag the Thief to Juſtice, whoever may protect 
them in their Villany, and whoever may partake of their 
Plunder. ----And if the Honourable Gentleman | 


Mr. Winnington call'd to Order, and Mr. Pitt fitting down, 
he proceeded thus, | | 


rs 


ty 
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Sun, 


« It is neceſſary, that the Order of this Aſſembly be Mr. Winning 

obſerved, and the Debate reſumed without perſonal Alterca- ton. 
tions. Such Ex preſſions as have been vented on this Occa- 
fon, become not an Houſe entruſted with the Liberty and 
Wy Welfare of their Country. To interrupt the Debate on & 
e has dabject ſo important as that before us, is, in ſome meaſure, to 
omes obltruft the public Happineſs, and violate our Truſt : But 
mſelf nuch more heinous is the Crime of expoſing our Determi- 
nains nations to Contempt, and inciting the People to Suſpicion or 
Mutiny, by indecent Reflections, or unjuſt Inſinuations. 

© I do not, Sir, undertake to decide the Controverſy be- 
tween the two Gentlemen, but muſt be allowed to obſerve, 
that no Diverſity of Opinion can juſtify the Violation of De- 
cency, and the Uſe of rude pix virulent Expreſſions; Ex- 
ry dictated only by Reſentment, and uttered without 
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JE 


Here Mr. Pitt called to Order, and ſaid, ; 


S18R, W 
© If this be to preſerve Order, there is no Danger of In- Mr. Pitt 

(tcency from the moſt licentious Tongue ; for what Calumny 

an be more atrocious, or what Reproach more ſevere, than 

that of ſpeaking with Regard to any thing but Truth. Or- 

er may ſometimes be broken by Paſſion, or Inadvertency, 
but will hardly be re-eſtabliſh'd by Monitors like this, who 

aunot govern his own Paſſion, whilſt he is reſtraining the 

(apetuoſity of others. 


Ooz x « Happy, 


of 


A no 14, Geo., Happy, Sir, would it be for Mankind, if exery ang Knef 
93 we ſhould abr. ſee the ſame W 
once a Criminal and a judge; nor would this Gentleman 
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Mr. Winning- 
ron. 
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his own 


aſſume the Right of dictating to others what he has not 
learned himſelf. „ ig e 
That I may return in ſome Degree the Favour which ho 
intends me, I will adviſe him never hereafter to exert him. 
ſelf on the Subject of Order; but whenever he finds himſelf 


inclined to ſpeak on ſuch Occafions, to remember how he bas 
now ſucceeded, and condemn in Silence what his Cenſures 


will never perform. 


Mr. Winnington. 
Sin, ty WL 
As J was hindered by the Gentleman's Ardour and Im. 
petuoſity from concluding my Sentence, none but myſelf can 
know the Equity or Partiality of my Intentions, and there- 
fore, as I cannot juſtly be condemn'd, I ought to be ſuppoſed 
innocent ; nor ought he to cenſure a Fault of which he cannot 


be certain that it would ever have been committed. | 


dir Pelham. 


He has indeed exalted himſelf toa Degree of Aatkorit 
never yet aſſumed by any Member of this Houſe, that of con- 
demning others to Silence. I am henceforward, by his In. 
violable Decree, to fit and hear his Harangues without dar- 
ing to oppoſe him. How wide he may extend his Authority, 
or whom he will proceed to include in the fame Sentence, I 
ſhall not determine ; having not yetarrived at the fame De- 
gree of Sagacity with himſelf, not being able to foreknow 
what another is going to pronounce, e 

If T had given Offence by any improper Sallies of Paſ- 
ſion, I ought to have been cenſured by the concurrent Voice 
of the Houſe, or have received a Reprimand, Sir, from ygu, 
to whom I ſhould have ſubmitted without Oppoſition; but I 
will not be doomed to Silence by one who has no Preterifions 
to Authority, and whoſe arbitrary Deciſions can only tend 90 
introduce Uproar, Diſcord and Confufion, © © 


Mr. Henry Pelham. 


SIR, 

When, in the Ardour of Controverſy upon intereſling 
Queſtions, the Zeal of the Diſputants hinders them from 3 
nice Obſervation of Decency and Regularity; there is ſome 
Indulgence due te the common Weakneſs of our Nature ; 
nor ought any Gentleman to afix to a negligent Expreſſion 
a more offenſive Senſe than is neceſſarily implied by it. 

« To ſearch deep, Sir, for Calumnies and Reproaches 15 n 


laudable nor beneficial Curioſity ; it muſt always be . 


„ | 
ſame to ourſelves; by alarming us with imaginary Injuries; Ges. 

and may often be unjuſt to others, by charging them with In- IE 4740. 

reftives which they never intended. General Candour and. 

mutual Tenderneſs will beft preſerve our owa Quiet. and ſup- 

port that Dignity which has always been accounted eſſential | 
io national Debates, and ſeldom infringed without dangerous 8 


Conſequences.. 
Mr. Lyttleton, 2 


818, | | 

« No Man can be more. zealous for Decency than myſelf, Mr. Lyttleton 
or more convinced of the Neceſſity of a methodical Proſecu- 
ton of the Queſtion before us. I am well convinced how 
near Indecency and Faction are to one another, and how ine- 
ritably Confuſion produces Obſcurity ; but I hope it will 
always be remembered, that he who firſt infringes Decency, 
or deviates from Method, is to anſwer for all the Conſe. 
quences that may ariſe from the negle& of Parliamentary 
Cuſtoms. For it is not be expected that any Man will bear 
Reproaches without Reply, or that he who wanders from 
the Queſtion will not be followed in his Digreſſions, and 
hunted through his Labyrinths. 1 30 

It cannot, Sir, be denied, that ſome Infinuations were ut- 
tered, injurious to thoſe whoſe Zeal may ſometimes happen 
to prompt them to warm Declarations, or to incite. them to 
paſionate Emotions. Whether I am: of Importance enough 
to be included in the Cenſure, I deſpiſe it too much to enquire 
or conſider, but cannot forbear to obſerve, that Zeal for the 
right can never become reproachful, and that no Man can 
all into Contempt but thoſe who deſerve it.” 


[The Clauſe was amended and agreed to.] 


Ordered, That all the Members of this Houſe, who are 
in and about the Town, do attend the Service of the Houſe 
upon Friday 8 next. 

The 11th. The Houſe proceeded to take into Conſidera- 
tion the Copy of a Charter of the Turkey Company, and the 
vera! other Papers relating to the ſaid Company; and ſeve- 
ral Accounts were alſo read. Ordered, that a Bill be brought 


by enlarging and regulating the Trade to the Levant 


The 1 2th, Received a Petition of the Mayor and Common. 
ay of the City of York, complaining of the Decay of the 
Wollen Manufacture; and-repreſenting to the Houſe, That 
a Law to oblige all Owners and Manufacturers of Wool, to 
regiſter the ſame in the Pariſhes in which they reſide, by 
ferons independent, and under no Influence, * 

[ Wi 
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rica: That 124,564). 8s: be granted for the 'Expence of 


Farther Pro- 
ceedings in 
the Seamen's 
Bill. 


Sir John 
Barnard 


' their Sentiments. 


London Peti- 
tion againſt it. 


(86) 
without being compleatly manufactured, ſeems tb Pe. 
titioners to be a moſt effeftual Remedy to this great” Evil; 
and therefore praying Relief, &c. „nn 
| Agreed to the Report of the Bill for ſupplying ſome De- 
fects in the Laws for repairing County-Bridges, and pro- 
viding Houſes of Correction: Ordered it. to be engroſſed. 
Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolutions on the 
Supply, viz. Reſolved, That 105, 2751. 18s. 8d. be granted 
for the Charge of Tranſports hired to carry Forces to Ame- 


Victuals, provided for the Soldiers employed in the Expedi- 
tions to America. | _ RH 
The 13th, being appointed for the Report from the Com- 
mittee on the Bill for the Increaſe and Encouragement of 
Sailors, Sir John Barnard preſented a Petition from the 
Merchants of London, and ſpoke as follows. * 
| 5 


SIR, 2 8 iba 

This Petition I am directed to lay before this Houſe by 
many of the principal Merchants of that great City which [ 
have the Honour to repreſent ; Men too wiſe to be terrified 
with imaginary Dangers, and too honeſt to endeayour the 
Obſtructions of any Meaſures that may probably advance the 
public Good, merely becauſe they do not concur with their 
private Intereſt ; Men, whoſe Knowledge and Capacity ena- 
ble them to judge rightly, and whoſe acknowledged Inte- 
grity and Spirit ſet them above the Suſpicion of concealing 
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I therefore preſent this Petition in the Name of the Mer. 
chants of London, in full Confidence that it will be found to 
deſerve the Regard of this Houſe, though I am equally with 
the other Members a Stranger to what it contains; for it 1s 
my Opinion that a Repreſentative is to lay before the Houle 
the Sentiments of his Conſtituents, whether they agree with 
his own er not, and that therefore it would have been ſuper- 
flaous to examine the Petition, which, though I might not 
wholly have approved it, 1 had no Right to alter. 


The Petition was read, and is as follows: 


The humble Petition of the Merchants and Traders of 
the City of London ſheweth, | | 

That your Petitioners are informed a Bill is depending 
in this Hon. Houſe, for the Encouragement and Increaſe 


Seamen, and for the better and ſpeedier Manning his Ma- 
jeſty's Fleet, in which are Clauſes, that, ſhould the = 


— 
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„ - T3 
paſs into a Law, your Petitioners: ap will 
detrimental to the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, by 
diſcouraging Perſons from entering into, or being bred to 
the Sea Service, and entirely t the better and ſpeedier 
manning his Majeſty's Fleet, by giving the Seamen of Great 
Britain, and of all other his Majeſty's Dominions, a Diſ- 
tate of ſerving on board the Royal Navy. ee 

That your Petitioners conceive nothing can be of ſo bad 
Conſequence to the Welfare and Defence of this Nation, as 
the treating ſo uſeful and valuable a Body of Men,' who are 
is natural Strength and Security, like Criminals of the 
higheſt Nature, and ſo differently from all other his Ma- 
jelty's Subjects; and at the ſame time are perſuaded, that 
the only effectual and ſpeedy Method of procuring, for the 
Service of his Majeſty's Fleet, a proportionable Number of 
the Sailors in this Kingdom, is to diſtinguiſh that Body of 
Men by Bounties and Encouragements, both preſent -and 
'fature, and by aboliſhjng all Methods of Severity and ill 
Uſage, particularly that Practice whereby they are deprived, 
;fter long and hazardous Voyages, of enjoying for a ſhort 
Space of Time the Comforts of their Families, and equal 
liberty with other their Fellow Subjects in their Native 
(e untry. | | \ . 

Ts Petitioners believe, it will not be difficult to 
have ſuch Methods pointed out, as will tend to ſupply the 
preſent Neceſſities, and at the fame Time effectually pro- 
mote the Increaſe of Seamen, when this Hon, Houſe ſhall 
think fic to enquire into a Matter of ſuch high Importance 
tothe Naval Power, Trade, and Riches of this Kingdom. 

That your Petitioners are convinced this Bill will not 
only be ineffectual to anſwer the Ends propoſed by it, but 
vill be deſtructive of the Liberties of all his Majeſty's Sub- 
xs, as it im powers any Pariſh Officer, accompany d with 
in unlimited Number of Perſons, at any Hour, by Day ar 
by Night, to force open the Dwelling Houſes, Warehouſes, 
or other Places, provided for the Security and Defence of 
their Lives and Fortunes, contrary to the undoubted. Liber- 
1 the People of Great Britain, and the Laws of this 


8 


In Conſideration therefore of the Premiſes, and of the 
particular Prejudices, Hardſhips, and Dangers, which muſt 
beyitably attend your Petitioners, and all others the Mer- 
ants and Traders of this Kingdom, ſhould this Bill paſs 
no a Law, your Petitioners moſt humbly pray, the Ho- 
tourable Houſe, that they may be heard by their Counſel 
panlt the ſaid Clauſes in the faid Bill. 


The laid Petition was ordered to lie on the Table; and 
hs the 
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Mr. Bachurk. * The Alarm which the Bill now dapeating Mas pi, 
is not confined to the City of London, or t A particular 
a Province of his Majeſty's Dominions the whole Nation 
| is thrown into Commotions, and the Effects of the Law now 
propoſed are dreaded far and wide as a general Calamity 
Every Town which owes its Trade and its Provifions to Na. 
vigation, apprehends the Approach of Poverty and Scarci 
and thoſe which are leſs immediately affected, confider the 
Infraction of our Liberties as a Prelude to their ion. 
Happy would it be, if we who are entruſted with their In- 
tereſt, could find any Arguments to convince them that their 
Terror was merely panic. D 
That theſe Fears have already extended their Influence 
to the County which I repreſent, the Petition which I now 
beg Leave to lay before the Houſe, will ſufficiently evince, 
and I hope their Remonſtrances will prevail with this AC. 
— 4 remove the Cauſe of their Diſquiet, by rejeRing 
— Pe- This, was entitled a Petition of ſeveral Gentlemen, Free. 
holders, and other Inhabitants of the County of Glouceſter, 
in Behalf of themſelves and all other the Freeholders of the 
ſaid County, ſetting forth in Subſtance. | b 
That the 1 _ — that a Bill was 
depending in this Houſe, for the Encouragement and 
— of Seamen, and for the better and fpeedier man- 
ning his Majeſty's Fleet, containing ſeveral Clauſes, which, 
ſhould the Bill paſs into a Law, would, as the Petitioners 
apprehend, impoſe Hardſhips upon the People too livy 
to be borne, and create Diſcontents in the Minds of his 
| Majeſty's Subjects; would ſubvert all the Rights and Pri. 
vileges of a Briton, and overtura Magna Charta itſelf, 
the Bafis on which they are built ; and by theſe means de- 
ſtroy that very Liberty, for the Preſervation of which the 
preſent Royal Family was eſtabliſhed upon- the Throne ot 
Great Britain ; for which Reaſons ſuch a Law could never 
be obeyed, or much Blood would be ſhed in Conſequence 
of it. | 
Mr. Henry Pelham. 


81 , N 
Mr. Pelham. I have attended to this Petition with the utmoſt Impar 
tiality, and have endeavoured to affix to every Period d 
mo innocent Senſe, but cannot forbear to declare it as T) 
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bellion. Tbey make themſelves the Judges of our Pro- 

ceedings, and appeal from aur Determinations to their Opi- 

ion, and declare that they will obey no longer than they 
rove. . J | | 


If ſuch Petitions as theſe, Jir, are admitted; if the Le- 

iſlature ſhall ſubmit to receive Laws, and Subjects reſume at 

leafure the Power withs which the Government is veſted, 
what is this Houſe but a Convention of empty Phantoms; 
whoſe Determinations are nothing more than a Mockery of 
State ? 5 . | £1 

Every Inſult upon this Houſe is a Violation of our Con- 
ſitution 3 and the Conſtitution, like every other Fabric, by 


, being often battered, mult fall at laſt. It is indeed already 


deſtroyed, if there be in the Nation any Body of Men who 
hall with Impunity refuſe to comply with the Laws, plead 
the great Charter of Liberty againſt thoſe Powers that made 
it, and fix the Limits of their Obedience. | 

I cannot, Sir, paſs over in Silence the Mention of his 
Majeſty, whoſe Title to the Throne, and the Reaſons for 
which he was exalred to it, are ſet forth with uncommon Art 
pears not raiſed by Zeal, but by Sedition, and which there- 
fore it is our Province to reprefs. - | < 

That his Majefty reigns for the Preſervation of Liberty, 
vill be readily confeffed, but how ſhall we be able to preſerve 
it, if his Laws are not obeyed? 

Let us therefore, in regard to the Dignity of this Houſe, 
to the Efficacy of our Determinations; and the Security of 
our Coaltitution, diſcourage all thoſe who ſhall addreſs us for 
the future on this or any other Occafion, from ſpeaking in 
the Stile of Governors and Dictators, by refufiog that this 
Petition ſhould be laid on the Table.“ 


The Queſtion was put, and it was agreed that it ſhould 
dot lye on the Table; Ayes 1 44, Noes 196. 
Mr. Henry Pelham toſe up agaip, and ſpoke thus: ; 
S1R, . a 


] cannot but 


inthe ſofteſt Language, when | call it irreverent and diſreſpect- 
tal, has been the Regard commonly paid to the 
Remonſtrances of our Conſtituents, whoſe Rights I am far 
Vor. VII. P p g from 


inion (that it ie car diane from the Sale ef Sibmifion Aan 
yr -inſtead of perſuading, they attempt to intimi- II — 
' date us, and menace us with no leſs than Blood ſhed and Re- 


| late the Houſe- upon the Unani- Mr. Henry 
ity with which this Petition, a Petition of which I ſpeak Pclbam. 


II. 1740 


Bill, and when the Report was made from the Committee, 


Sir William 
Yonge. 


ticular Men, who cannot be convinc'd of its Ex 


the Sphere of their Authority, rather than exerciſe it in 
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Anno 14, Geo from deſiring to infringe, when I endeavour to regulate their 


ing it. 


. ( 


Conduct, and recal them to their Duty. x. 

This is an Occaſion, on which it is, in my Opinion, 
neceflary to exert our Authority with Confidence and Vigour, 
as the Spirit of Oppoſition muſt always be proportioned to 
that of the Attack. Let us therefore not only refuſe to this 
Petition the uſual Place on our Tana, but On it as unwor- 
thy of this Houle, 


[The Queſtion was put and the Petition rejects 1 
The Houſe then entered upon the Conſideration of the 


and the Blanks fill'd up, Sir William Yang Pn = the 
following Manner : | i | 
S I Ry | 3 | 
The Bill has been Web: by lady beben * 
diligent Attention to ſuch Perfection that mueh more im 
tant Effects may be expected from it than from any fer 
Law for the ſame Purpoſe, if it be executed with the fame 
Calmneſs and Reſolution, the ſame Contempt of popular 
Clamour, and the ſame invariable and intrepid Adherence to 


the public Good, that has been ſhewn in — and defend- 


But what can we bope from this or any ad Law, if A 
* 


not only refuſe to obey it, but declare their Deſign af 
ſtructing the Execution of it? ſhall determine to retire fon 


Compliance with the Decree of the Senate, and threaten in 
plain Terms to call the Country in to their Aſſiſtance, ang to 
pour the Rabble by Thouſands upon thoſe who ſhall dare to 
do their Duty, and obey their Governors? 

Such Declarations as theſe, Sir, are little leſs than Sallies 
of Rebellion, and if they paſs without Cenſure, will perhaps 
produce ſuch Commotions as may require to be ſuppteſſed by 
other Means than Forms of Law and Parliamentary Cenſures. 

Nor do I think that by rejecting the Petition, we have 
ſufficiently eſtabliſh'd our Authority ; for, in my Opinion, we 
yielded too much in receiving it. The Bill before us, what- 
ever may be its Title, is in reality a Money-Bill, a Bill by 
which Aids are granted to the Crown, and we have there- 
fore no Neceſſity of rejeQing Petitions on this Occaſion, be- 
cauſe the ſtanding Orders of the Houſe forbid us to _ 
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They then proceeded 
Clauſe for limiting the Wages 
Barnard roſe up, and ſpoke to this Effect. 


6 


« We are now to conſider the Clauſe 20 which the Petition gir john 
relates which I have now preſented, a Petition on a Subject Barnard. 


of ſo general Importance, and offer'd by Men ſo well acquaint- 
el with every Argument that can be offer'd, and every Ob- 
jection that can be raiſed, that their Requeſt of being heard 
by their Council, cannot be denied, without expoſing us to 
the Cenſure of adhering obſtinately to our own Opinions, 
of ſhutting our Ears againſt Information, of preferring Expe- 
dients to Security, and diſregarding the Welfare of our Coun- 


uy. | 

« It will not be neceſſary, to defer our Determinations on 
this Clauſe far more than three Days. tho' we ſhould gratify 
this juſt and common Requeſt. And will not this Loſs be 


amply compenſated by the Satisfaction of the People, for 


whole Safety we are debating, and by the Conſciouſneſs that 
we have neglected nothing which might contribute to the 

:acy of our Meaſures ? 

The Merchants, Sir, do not come before us with loud 
Remonſtrances and harraſſing Complaints, they do not apply 
to our Paſſions but our Underſtandings, and offer ſuch Infor- 
mations as will very much facilitate the public Service. It 
has been frequent, in the Courſe of this Debate, to hear loud 
Demands for better Expedients, and more efficacious than 
thoſe which have been propoſed, and is it to be conceived 
that thoſe who called thus eagerly for new Propoſals intended 
not to inform themſelves but to filence their Opponents ? 

From whom, Sir, are the beſt Methods for the Proſeeu- 
tion of naval Affairs to be expected, but from thoſe whoſe 
Lives are ſpent in the Study of Commerce? whoſe For- 
tunes depend upon the Knowledge of the Sea, and who will 
moſt probably exert their Abilities in contriying Expedients 
to promote the Succeſs of the War, than they whom the Miſ- 
carriage of our Fleets muſt irreparably ruin? | 

The Merchants, Sir, are enabled by their Profeſſion to 
nform us, are deter'd by their Intereſt from deceiving us ; 
they have, like all other Subjects, a Right to be heard on any 
Qeſtion, and a better Right than any other when their In- 
tereſt is more immediately affected; and therefore to refuſe 
to hear them, will be at once impolitic and cruel ; it will 
diſcover at the ſame time a Contempt of the moſt valuable 
Part of our Fellow-ſubje&s, and an inflexible Adherence to 
our own Opinions, 

Pp2 The 


to the Amendments, and when the Anno 14, Seo. 
of Seamen was read, Sir John II 74% 
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Anse 1% Geo * The Fxpedient of aſſerting this to be 2 Money- Bill, 
of II. 740 which the ——— of the Merchants ate indeed, 
de cluded, js too trivial and grois to be adopted by this Parlia, 
ment; if this Bill can be termed a Money- Bi!l, and no Peti. 

tions are therefore to be admitted againſt it, know hot any 

Bill relating to the general Affairs of the Nation which may 

not plead the ſame Title to an tion from Petitions. ©- 

© T therefore defire that the Con jon of this Clauſe 

may be deferred for two Days, that the Arguments of the 


- \ 


l 
5 Merchants may be examined, and that this Affair may not be 
| determined without the cleareſt Knowledge and exaQteſt In, th 
| formation.” h FL . | 
| Fir Robert Walpole. , 
: 8 I R, 


Bir Robert The Petition, whether juſtifiable or not, with Regard to 
Walpdle. the Occaſion on which it is preſented, or the Language in 
| which it is expreſſed, is certainly offered at an impr 
Time, and therefore can lay no Claim to the Regard of this 

Houle. | 3 1 
The Time preſcribed by the Rules of this Houſe for the 
Reception of Petitions is that, at which the Bill is firſt intro- 
duced, not at which it is to be finally determined, 3 
| | The Petition before us is {aid not to regard the Bill in 
general, but a particular Clauſe ; and it is therefore aſſerted, 
that it may now properly be heard; but this Plea will imme- 
diately vaniſh, when it ſhall be made appear that the Clauſe 
is not mentioned in it, and that there is no particular Rela. 
tion between that and the Petition, which I ſhall attempt. 
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Sir John Barnard. . 

| ; ; = I By ; [| . 8 co or 
ir Jokn + I riſe thus abruptly, to preſerve the Order of this Houle, f 
= and to preyent any Gentleman from having in this Debate 10 

: any other Advantage above the reſt, than that of ſuperior g 


Abilities, or more extenſive Knowledge. 
The Petition was not ordered by the Houſe to be placed 
in the Right Honourable Gentleman's Hand, but on the 
Table; nor has he a Right to make uſe of any other Means 
f.r his Information, than are in the Power of any other 
Member: If he is in Doubt upon any Particulars contained 
7 hho may move, that the Clerk ſhould read it to the 
ouſe. I 4 
1 


[Sir Robert Walpole laid down the Paper. 


S 


* 
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Mr, Heney Pelham, 16 ny 4. | 
8 15, oy 


„Lam ſo far from thinking the Rules of the Houſe affert: 


ed by this peremptory 1s it not in the higheſt De- 
requiſite, that he who is about to rea ſon upon the Peti- 
ton, ſhould acquaint himſelf with the Subject on which he is 
ſpeak ? we > 
What Inconveniences can enſue from ſuch Liberties as 
this, [am not able to diſcover, and as all the Orders of the 
Houſe are, doubtleſs, made for more eaſy and expeditious 


Diſpatch ; if an Order be contrary to this End, it ought to 


te abrogated for the Reaſons for which others are obſerved. 

The Confidence with which this Petition was preſented, 
gill not ſuffer us to imagine that the Perſon who offer'd it 
fears that it can ſuffer by a cloſe Examination, and, I ſuppoſe, 
though he has ſpoken ſo warmly in Favour of it without 
peruſing, he does not expect that others ſhould with equal 
Confidence admit 


Sir John Barnard obſerving that Sir Robert Walpole leaned = 


forward towards the Table, to read the Petition as it lay, 
role, and ſaid, 


SIR, | 


rey '- * 


hat, i Opini be Rivht of the Member is uri 3 N 
ed, that, in my jon, the Rig ener id e 
Demand OI 


- 


I I riſe once more to demand the Obſervation of the Or-Sir John 


lers of the Houſe, and to hinder the Right Honourable Gen- Barnard. 


temen from doing by Stratagem, what he did more o 

ud honeſtly before. g ? 4 my oy 
It was to little Purpoſe that he laid down the Petition, 
be placed it within the reach of his Inſpection; for I was 
cnly defirous, Sir, to hinder him from reading, and was far 
hom ſuſpecting that he would take it away. I inſiſt, that 
texceforward he obey the Rules of this Houſe with his Eyes 
u well as with his Hands, and take no Advantage of his Seat, 
wich may enable him to perplex the Queſtion in Debate. 


The Speaker, 


SIR, 5 | 


It is undoubtedly required by the Orders of the Houſe, The Speaker. 


tat the Petitions ſhould lie upon the Table, and that any 
Member, who is defirous of any farther Satisfaction, ſhould 
move, that they be read by the Clerk, that every Member 
ny have the ſame Opportunity of underſtanding and conſi- 
cering them, and that no one may be excluded from Infor- 


\ 


* 
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14. Ceo mation by the Curioſity or Delays of another, But the In. 
1749. portance of this Affair ſeems not to be ſo very great as to te. 


Part mention the Expedient propoſed in it, but contains a 


the Reverence due to this Aſſembly, and which the Nature 


TE) 


quire a rigorous Obſervance of the Rules; and it ere to be 
wiſhed,” for the Eaſe and Expedition of eur Deliberation; 
Gentlemen would rather yield Points of Indifference to one 
2 than inſiſt ſo warmly on Circumſtances of a trivial 
ature. t | 104897 2&4 tet” 
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Sir Robert Walpole then deſired that the Clerk might 
read the Petition, which being immediately dohe, he pro- 
ceeded in the following Manner. e ob 

Sir Robert Walpole. 

Sten, 6 218 Ms 
© Having fat above forty Years in this Aſſembly, and 
never been called to Order before, I was ſomewhat diſcon- 
certed by a Cenſure ſo new and unexpected, and, in my 
Opinion, undeſerved. So that I am ſomewhat at a Los, 
with regard to the Train of Arguments which I will now 
endeavour to recover. Yet I cannot, but remark, that thoſe 
Gentlemen who are ſo ſollicitous for Order in others, ought 
themſelves invariably to obſerve it; and that, if I have ofice 
given an unhappy Precedent of violating the Rules of this 
Houſe, I have, in ſome Meaſure, atoned for my Inadver- 
tence, by a patient Attention to Reproof, and a ready Sub- 
miſſion to Authority, 5 9 

] hope, Sir, I may claim ſome Indulgence from the Mo. 
tive of my Offence, which was only a Defire of Accuracy, 
and an Apprehenſion that I might, by miſtaking or forget- 
ting ſome Paſſages in the Petition, loſe my own Time, and 
interrupt the Proceedings of the Houle to no Parpoſe, 

* But having now, according to Order, heard the Petition, 
and found no Reaſon to alter my Opinion, I ſhall endeavour 
to convince the Houſe, that it ought not to be granted, 

The Petition, Sir, is ſo far from bearing any particular 
Relation to the Clauſe now before us, that it doey not in any 
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general Declaration of Diſcontent, Suſpicion, Apprehen- 
ſions of dangerous Proceedings, and Diſlike of our Pro- 
ccedings: Inſinuations, Sir, by no Means conſiftent with 


of civil Government requires always to be paid to the legi- 
flative Power. | 

To ſulpe& any Man, Sir, in common Life, is in ſome 
Degree to detract from his Reputation, which mult ſuffer in 
Proportion to the ſuppoſed Wiſdom and Integrity of him 


who declares his Suſpicion. To ſuſpect the Conduct - 4 
Oule, 


S eee 


# 


Houſe, is to invalidate their Deciſions, and ſubject them to 
Contempt and 1 nne 

« Such and ſuch only appears to be the Tendency of the 
Petition Which has now been read ; a Petition, Sir, v 
inskilfully drawn, if it was intended againſt the Clauſe un- 
{er our Conſideration, for it has not a fingle Period or Ex- 
preſſion that does nor equally regard all the other Clauſes. 

« [f any particular Objection is made, or any fingle 
Grievance more diſtinctly pointed at, it is the Practice of 
[mprefles ; a Hardſhip I own peculiar to the Sailors; but it 
nuſt be obſerved, that it is a Practice eſtabliſhed by imme- 
morial Cuſtom, and a Train of Precedents not to be num- 
bred; and it is well known that the whole common Law 
of this Nation is nothing more than Cuſtom, of which the 
beginning cannot be traced. © | may 

« [Impreſſes, Sir, have in all Ages been iſſued out by 
vitue of the Royal _—_— 
been obeyed; and if this Exertion of that Authority had 
teen conſidered” as a Method of Severity not compenſated 
by the Benefits which it produces, we cannot imagine but 
former Parliaments, amidſt all their Ardour for Liberty, all 
their Tenderneſs for the People, and all their Abhorrence 
of the Power of the Crown, would have obviated it by ſome 


Law, at thoſe Times when nothing could have been refus'd 


them, | 

The proper Time for new Schemes and long Delibera- 
tions, for amending our Conſtitution, and removing invete- 
me Grievances, are the Days of Proſperity and Safety, 
vden no immediate Danger preſſes upon us, nor any public 
Clamity appears to threaten us; but when War is declared, 
when we are engaged in open Hoſtilities againſt one Nation, 


(09858 Wh 


ive, and have in all Ages 


pps 


ind expect to be ſpeedily attacked by another, we are not to 


try Experiments, but apply to dangerous Evils thoſe Re- 
nedies, which, though diſagreeable, we know to be effica- 
(l0us, — n % «4 | 

And though, Sir, the Petitioners had been more particu- 
lar, I cannot diſcover the Reaſonableneſs of hearing them 
by their Council; for to what Purpoſe are the Lawyers to 
te introduc'd ? not to inſtru us by their Learning, for their 
Employment is to underſtand the Laws that have been al- 
rady made; and ſupport the Practices which they find 
elabliſhed. But the Queſtion before us relates not to the 
palt but the future; nor are we now to examine what has 
been done in former Ages, but what it will become us to 
labliſh on the preſent Occaſion : A Subject of Enquiry on 
Which this Houſe can expect very little Information from 
liz Profeſſors of the Law!!  - . - 9 oy 
Perhaps 


I. 555 . den Bonis dp the Fecundity of their Im 


e nation, and 
me Elegance of their Language; that they mould anus 
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(2861) « 
expect from their Council, that 


us with the Illufions of Otatory, dazzle us with bright Id 
affect us with ſtrong Repreſentations; and Na Ide, 
that 


monious Periads ;. but if it be only intended that 
and valid Arguments ſhould be laid before us, they will be 
received without the Decorations of the Bar. - For this End, 
Sir, it would have been ſufficient had the Merchants informed 
their Repreſentatives of the Methods which they have to 

opoſe ; for the Abilities of the Gentlemen whom the City 
has deputad to this Hane, am well known ts by tek * 
ſtand in need of no Aſſiſtance from occaſional Orators. Nor 
can it be expected that any Men will be found more capable 
of underſtanding the Arguments of the Merchants, or bett 
qualified to lay. them before the Houſe, 

That every Petitioner has (except on Money-Bills) 1 
Right to be heard, is undoubtedly true; but i is no leſs evi. 
dent that this Right is limited to a certain Time, and that or 
this Occaſion the proper Time is elapſed... Juſtice is due 
beth to Individuals and to the Nation; if Petitions may at 
any Time be offer'd, and henever offer'd to be heard 
a {mall Body of Men might, by unſeaſonableand importunate 
Petitions, retard any occaſional Law, till it ſhould becom 
unneceſſary, * | 

« Petitions, Sir, are to be offer'd when a new Bill is brought 
into the Houſe, that all uſeful Information may be obtained ; 
but when it has paſs'd thro' the Examination of the Com 
mittees, has been approved by the ColleQive Wiſdem of 
the Parliament, and requires only a formal Ratification tc 
give it the Force of Law, it is neither uſual nor decent tc 
offer Petitions, or declare any Diſlike of what the Parlia 
ment has admitted. 129 . 

We are not, when we have thus far, to ſuffer 
Pleaders to examine our Conduct, or our Determina 
tions, according to the Opinions of thoſe whom: we ought tc 
believe leſs acquainted with the Queſtion than lyes 
Should we once be reduced to ask Advice, and ſubmit to Dida 
tors, what would be the Reputation of this Houſe in foreign 
Courts, or in our own, Country? What could be expected 
but that our Enemies of every kind would endeayour to re 
gulate our Determinations by bribing our Inſtructors. 

Nor can I think it neceſſary that Lawyers ſhould be em 
ployed in laying before us any Scheme whieh the Merchants 
may propoſe, for ſupplying the Deſects and redrefling the 
Inconveniencies of the Laws, by which Sailors are at pre- 

ſent levied for the Royal Navy ; for how ſhould Lawyer 
- 2 f * 


1 


ah | 
le more quaified than other Men, to Explain the patticular Anno 14; Ce 
Advantages of ſuch Expedients, or to anſwer any Objections II. 4) h. 
which, may. happen to ariſe ? r A 

It is well known that it is not eaſy for the moſt happy 
Speaker to impreſs his Notions with the Strength with which 
ze conceives them; and yet harder is the Taſk of tranſmit- 
tog imparted Knowledge, of conveying to others thoſe Senti- 
nents which we have not ſtruck out by our own Reflection, 
nor collected from our own Experience, but received merely 
from the Diftates of anocher. | | 

Vet ſuch muſt be the Information that Lawyers can give 
s, who can only relate what they have implicitly received, 

:xd weaken the Arguments which they have heard, by an 
mperfef Recital. | „ 

Nor do I only oppoſe the Admiſſion of Lawyers to our FE 
zer, but think the Right of the Merchants themſelves in 
the preſent Caſe very queſtionable; for tho? in general it 
malt be allowed, that every Petitioner has a Claim to our 
Atention, yet it is to be enquired whether it is likely that 
the public Happineſs is his chief Concern, and-whether his 
private Intereſt is not too much affected to ſuffer him to give 
mpartial Evidence, or honeſt Information. Scarcely any 
Law can be made by which ſame Man is not either impo- 
jeriſhed, or hindered from growing rich; and we are not to 
ien to Complaints, of which the Foundation is fo eaſily 
licovered, or imagine a Law leſs uſeful, becauſe thoſe who 
ker ſome immediate Inconvenience from it, do not approve 


3 
The Queſtion before us is required by the preſent Exi- 
gence of our Affairs to be ſpeedily decided; and tho' the 
Merchants have, with great Tenderneſs, Compaſſion, and 
Modeſty, condeſcended to offer us their Advice, I think Ex- 
— preferable to any Information that can reaſonably 
expected from them, and that, as they will ſuffer in the 
irt Place by any Miſconduct of our naval Affairs, we ſhall 
dew more Regard to their Intereſt by manning our Fleet 
4 than by waiting three or four Days for farther 
ructions.” | 1505 


Mr. Sandys. | 
8 1 R, $6.4 32%) NS i 

The Merchants of London, whethèr we conſider their Mr. Sandys, 
Numbers, their Property, their Integrity, or their Wiſdom, 
ne a Body of too much Importance to be thus contemptu- 
bully rejected; rejected when they aſk nothing that can be 
ily denied to the meaneſt SubjeR of the Kingdom; when 

Vor VII. 24 they 
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Anno 14, Geo. they propoſe to ſpeak on nothing but what- their Profeſion 


II. 1740. enables them tp underſtand. 


Mr. Ryder. 


Mr. Sandys. 


- farther ; nor can I diſcover why we ſhould expedite, Wich ſo 
much Aſſiduity, Meaſures which are judged: ineffeq 


vantage they are particularly defi 


N 
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To no Purpolt is it urged, that the Bill is fat adva is ; 
for if we have not ada 7 in the right way, we —4 % 
be in more Haſte to return, in Proportion as we have gone 


cal, 
| thoſe who know their Conſequences beſt, aud 0 
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ned, | 

That we have already ſpent 2 much Time in confiderin 
Methods for manning the Fleet, is ſurely one Reaſon why 
we ſhould endeavour at laſt to eſtabliſh ſuch as may be effec. 
tual ; nor can we hope to ſucceed without a patient Attention 
to their Opinion, who muſt neceſſarily be well experienced 
in naval Affairs. * f 

It is ſurely therefore neither prudent nor juſt to ſhut out  :: 
Intelligence from our Aſſemblies, and ridicule the good In. Wl ji 
tention of thoſe that offer it; to conſult upon the beſt Expedi. 


ents for encouraging and increafing Sailors, and when the , 
Merchants offer their Scheme, to treat them as ſaucy imper- q 
tinent, idle Medlers, that aſſume — h ld a a 
Mr. (Attorney General) Ryder called him to Order, and 
ſpoke after this manner : | 
S1R, hs 
It is not very conſiſtent to preſs the Diſpatch'of Buſineſs, Wl .. 
and to retard it at the ſame time by invidious Inſinuatiom, WW 2: 
or unjuſt Repreſentations of Arguments or Expreſſions ; . 
whenever any Expreſſion is cenſured, it ought to be repeated 
in the ſame Words; for otherwiſe does not the Animadverter 1 
raiſe the Phantom that he encounters ? Does he not make the 6 
Stain, which he endeavours with ſo much officions Zeal to 
wipe away ? | TE 4 al 
« That no Epithets of Contempt or Ridicule have in this 
Debate been applied to the Merchants, nor any Violation of d: 
Decency attempted, it is unneceſſary to prove ; and therefore |: 
it is neither regular nor candid to repreſent any Man as 2g-W cr 
gravating the Refuſal of their Petition with Reproaches andi 1 
Inſults. But not to dwell longer on this Incident, I will tt: 
take the Liberty of reminding the Gentleman, that perſonal 


Invectives are always at leaſt ſuperfluous, and that the Buli- 


neſs of the Day requires rather Arguments than Satire.” be 
Mr. Sandys. | 4 
„ i 15 


I am by no means convinced that the learned Gentle. 
man who charges me with Irregularity, is better acquainted 


z 129 


un myſelf with the Rules and Cuſtoms of this Houſe, Anno 14, Se. 
$hich I have ſtudied wich great Application, aſſiſted by long IL 17% 6 
[xperience. I hope, therefore, it will be no inexcaſable WS * 
reſumption, if, inſtead of a tacit Submiſſion to his Cenſure, 

| aſſert, in my own Vindication, that I have not deviated 

zom the eſtabliſhed Rules of Parliament; that I have 

ſpoken only in Defence of Merit inſulted ; and that I have 

undemned only ſuch injurious Inſinuations; I did not, Sir, 

tempt to repeat Expreſſions, as ought not to be heard with- 


gut Reply. 


SIR, N - * 
] believe the Gentleman either heard imperfectly, or The Speaker. 
niſunderſtood thoſe Ex preſſions, which he ſo warmly con- | 
tkmns, for nothing has been uttered that could juſtly excite 
lis Indignation. My Office obliges me on this Occaſion to 
remark, that the Regard due to the Dignity of the Houſe 
wght to reſtrain every Member from Digreſſions into private 
dure; for in Proportion, as we proceed with leſs Decency, 
ar Determinations will have leſs Influence, | 


Mr. Henry Pelham, | 3 


$1 X, 


« The Reputation which the Honourable Gentleman bas Mr. Pelham 
xquired by his uncommon Knowledge of the Uſages of 
Parliament, is too well founded to be ſhaken; nor was any 
Atack upon his Character intended, when he was inter- 
upt2d in the Proſecution of his Deſign, To cenſure any 
decent Expreſſion by whomſoever uttered, is doubtleſs con- 
lent with the ſtricteſt Regularity ; nor is it leſs improper * 
v obviate any Miſrepreſentation which Inattention or Miſ- N 
bke may produce. 

« lam far, Sir, from thinking that the Gentleman's In- 
eration was excited rather by Malice than Miſtake ; but 


Mitakes of this kind may produce Conſequences which 
* cannot be too cautiouſly avoided, How unwillingly would 
es an 


int Gentleman propagate thro' the Nation an Opinion that 
de Merchants were inſulted in this Houſe, their Intereſt 
ugected, and their Intelligence deſpiſed, at a Time when 
to Aſperſion was thrown Sod them, nor any thing intended 
iu Tenderneſs and Regard? And yet ſuch had been the 
Repreſentation of this Day's Debate, which this numerous 
autience would have conveyed to the Populace, had not the 
lliſtake been immediately rectiſied, and the Rumour cruſhed 


U ihe Birth, we hs 
Q 2 Nothing, 


A accuſe them of treating any Claſs of Men with Infolence 
and Contempt; and too much * cannot be uſed in 


to be the only Part of the Bill of which they have had no 


; ( 9 * "re 
Nothing, Sir, can be more injuriaus to the Character 
this Houſe, by which the People are repreſented,. than w 


obviating a Report which cannot be. ſpread in the Nation, 


W ithout giv ing Riſe to Diſcontent, Clamours, and Sedition. 


perhaps act with no leſs Regard to the Merchants, and may 
promote their Intereſt and their Security with no leſs Ar. 
dour than thoſe who molt ſollicitouſly labour for its Recep. 
tion, For, if they are not allowed to be heard, it is only 
becauſe the public Intereſt requires Expedition, and becauſe 
every Delay of our Preparations is an Injury to Trade, 

That this is not a proper Time for Petitions againſt the 
Bill to be heard, is univerſally known, and I can diſcover 
nothing in the Petition that reftrains it to this particula; 
Clauſe, which is ſo far from being ſpecified, that it appears 


| 
| 
+ Thoſe who ſhall be inclined to reject the Petition, may 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


Intelligence. | 
Let the warmeſt Advocates for the Petition point out 
any Part of it that relates to this fingle Clauſe, and 1 will 
retract my Aſſertion; but as it appears that there are only 
general Declarations of the Inexpediency of the Meaſures 
propoſed, and the pernicious Tendency of the Methods now 
in Uſe, what is the Petition, but a Complaint againſt the 
Bill, and a Requeſt that it, ſhould be laid afide ? 
The Practice of Impreſſes, Sir, is particularly cenſured, 
as ſevere and oppreſſive; a Charge which, however true, 
has no Relation to this Clauſe, which is intended to promote 
the voluntary Engagement of Sailors in the Service of the 
Crown; yet it may not be improper to obſerve, that as the 
Practice of im preſſing, is, in itſelf very eſſicacious, and well 
adapted to ſudden Emergencies, as it has been eſtabliſhed by 
a long Succeſhon of Ages, and is therefore become almolt a 
Part of our Conſtitution ; and as it is at this Time neceſſaty 
to ſupply the Navy with the utmoſt Expedition, it is neither 
decent nor prudent to complain too loudly againſt, or to 
heighten the Diſcontent of the People at a neceſſary Evil. 
We have, Sir, examined every Part of this Bill wich the 
Attention which the Defence of the Nation requires ; we 
Have ſoften'd the Rigour of the Methods firſt propoſed; and 
admitted no Violence or Hardſhip that is not abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to make the Law effectual, which, like every other 
Law, muſt be executed by Force, if it be ohſtructed or oppo- 
ſed. We have inſerted a great Number of Amendments, 
propoſed by thoſe who are repreſented as the molt anxious 


Guardians of the Privileges of the People, and it is not 7 | 
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« Thoſe who are chaſen by the People to them, . 
have undoubtedly, Sir, ſome Claim as Indjyi to their 
Confidence and Reg ; wm to imagine that By have com- 

ited the. great C parliamentary loymetts, 5 
* they — — Liberties and Weir Ha inels to 
thoſe whoſe Integrity they ſuſpect, or whoſe Underſtandings 
they deſpiſe, is to imagine them much more * than they Ng 
have been repreſented by thoſe who are cenſur'd as their 

nemies. 
Pp But far different is the Regard due to the Determina- 
tions formed by the collective Wiſdom of the Parliament; a' 
Regard which ought to border upon Reverence, and which 
is ſcarcely conſiſtent with the leaſt Murmur of Diſſatisfuction 

« If we are to hear the preſent Petitioners, is it not pro- 
bable that before we have diſpatch'd- them, we ſhall be folli- 
cited by others, who will then plead the ſame Right, ſapport- 
ed by a new Precedent ?. And is it not poſſible that by one In. 
eruption upon another, our Meaſures may be delayed, till 
they ſhall be. ineffeQual ? | 

It ſeems to me to be of much more Importance to de. 
fend the Merchants than to hear them, and I ſhall therefore 
think no Conceſſions at this Time expedient, which may ob- 
kruct the great End of our Endeavours, the Equipment of the ;.5 8 
Fleet. 


Mr, Pulteney, 9 
Six, 


Notwithſtanding the Art and Eloquence with which the Mr. Pulteney, 
Grant of the Merchants Petition has been oppoſed, I am 
tot yet able ta diſcoyer that any thing is aſked unreaſonable, 
uaprecedented, or inconvenient ; and I am confident, that no 
real Objection can have been over-look'd by the Gentlemen 
vho have ſpoken againſt it. 

* | have ſpent, Sir, thirty five Years of my Life in the 
Parliament, and know that Information has always upon im- 
portant Queſtions been willingly. received; and it cannot ſure- 
ly be doubted that the Petitioners are beſt able to inform us 
of naval Buſineſs, and to judge what will be the right Me- 
mod of reconciling the Sailors to the public Service, and of 
lpplying our Fleets without injuring our Trade. 

* Their Abilities and Importance have been hitherto ſo - 
generally acknowledged, that no Parliament has yet refuſed 
to attend to their Opinion, and ſurely we ought not to be 
ambitious of being the firſt Houſe of the Repreſentatives of 
de People, that has refuſed an Audience to the Merehants, 


« With 


5 * 


= 


iq 
: | 
; 
7 

4 

k 
2 


Aurp 14, Geo. „ With regard.to the Expedients of delaying dhe Bill a 
11 1740 & 


. | , OPT 
a 4 * 
* 


the preſent Conjuncture; he muſt think v contemptuouſly 


WD of the Petitioners, who imagines that they have nothing to 


. 
* 
. 


offer that will counte-balance a Delay of two Days, and 
muſt entertain an elevated Idea of the Vigilance and Activity 
of our -Enemies, Enemies never before eminent for Expedi. 
tion, if he believes that they can gain great Advantages in 
ſo ſhort a Time. Hy | 

The chief Reaſon of the Oppoſition appears, indeed. 
not to be either the Irregularity or Inexpediency of hearing 
them, but the Offence which ſome have received from an 
irreverent Mention of the Power of Impreſſing; à Power 
which never can/be mentioned without Complaint or De- 
teſtation. fx | 7 4 

« It is not, indeed, impoſſible that they may intend to re- 
preſent to the Houſe, how much the Sailors are oppreſſed, 
how much our Commerce is impeded, and how much the 
Power of the Nation is exhaulted by this crue} Method, 
They may propoſe to ſhew that S11lors, not having the Choice 
of their Voyages, are often hurried through a ſudden Change 
of Climates from one Extreme to another, and that nothing 
can be expected from ſuch Viciſſitudes, but Sickneſs, Lame- 
neſs, and Death. They may propoſe, that to have juſt arri- 
ved from the South may be pleaded as an Exemption from 
an immediate Voyage to the North, and that the Seaman 
may have ſome time to prepare himſelf for ſo great an Al. 
teration, by a Reſidence of a few Months in a temperate 
Climate. 

If this ſhould be their Intention, it cannot, in my Opi- 
nion, Sir, be call'd either unreaſonable, or diſreſpectful, nor 
will their Allegations be eaſily diſproved. 4. 

« But it is inſinuated that their Grievances are properly ſuch 
as affect them only as diſtin from the reſt of the Community, 
and that they have nothing to complain of but a temporary 
Interruption of their private Advantage. . | 

« I have, indeed, no Idea of the private Advantage of a 
legal Treader. For unleſs, Sir, we neglect our Duty of pro- 
viding that no* Commerce ſhall be carried on to the Detri 
ment of the Public, the Merchants Profit muſt be the Profit 
of the Nation, and their Intereſts inſeparably combined. 

It may, however, be poſſible, that the Merchants may, 


. 


like other Men, prefer their immediate to their greater Ad- 
vantage, and may be impatient of a painful Remedy, tho 


neceſſary to prevent a more grievous Evil. But let us not 
cenſure them by Suſpicion, and puniſh them for a Crime 
which it is only poſſible they may commit; let us, Sir, at leaſt, 


have all the Certainty that can be obtained, and allow them 
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in Audience ; let us neither be ſo poſitive as not to receive Anno 24, den 


lnformation, nor ſo rigorous as not to liſten to Entreaties. 
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lf the Merchants have nothing to offer, nothing but 


Complaints; and can propoſe no better Meaſures than thoſe 
which they lament; if their Arguments ſhould be found to re- 
gard only their preſent Intereſt, and to be formed apon nar- 
row Views and private Purpoſes, it will be eaſy to detect the 
[mpoſture, and reject it with the Indignation it ſhall deſerve; 
nor will our Proceedings be then cenſured by the Nation, 
which requires not that the Merchants ſhould 'be implicitly 
believed, though it expects they ſhould be heard. Let us at 
leaſt have a Convention, tho* we ſhould not be able to con- 
clude a Treaty. | 

I know not, Sir, why we have not taken care to obviate 
all theſe Difficulties, and to remove the Neceſſity of Petitions, 
Debates, Searches and Impreſſes, by the plain and eaſy Me- 
thod of a voluntary Regiſter ; by retaining ſuch a Number of 
Saamen as may properly be requiſite upon ſudden Emergen- 
cies, Would not the Nation with more Chearfulneſs contri- 
bute Ha!f-pay to thoſe who are daily labouring for the public 
Good, than to the Caterpillars of the Land-Service, that grow 
old in Lazineſs, and are diſabled only by Vice? 

Let ten thouſand Men receive daily a ſmall Salary, upon 
Condition that they ſhall be ready, whenever calld upon, to 
engage in the Service of the Crown, and the Difficulty of 
our Naval Preparations will be at an End. | 

That it is neceſſary to exert ourſelves on this Occaſion, 
and to ſtrike out ſome Meaſures for ſecuring the Dominion of 
the Ocean, cannot be denied by any one who conſiders that 
ve have now no other Pretentions to maintain} that all our 
Influence on the Continent, at whatever Expence gained and 
ſupported, is now in a manner loſt, and only the Reputation 
ofour naval Strength remains to preſerve us from being tram- 
pled and inſulted by every Power, and from finding Spaniards 
in erery Climate.” | 


Sir William Yonge. 
SIR, g 


© The Violence and Severity of Impreſſes, ſo often and Sit William 
b pathetically complained of, appears to be now nothing Longe. 


more chan a Puniſhment inflicted upon thoſe who negle& or 
refu'e to receive the Encouragement offered with the utmoſt 
Liberality by the Government, and decline the Service of 
= Country from a Spirit of Avarice, Obſtinacy, or Re- 
atment, 
* That ſuch Men deſerve ſome Severities, cannot be 
oabted, and therefore a Law by which no Penalty ſhould be 


— k 
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Ango 14, Ceo enacked, wauld be imperſet: and ineffedtua}, he Cb 

, tin, Sir, of alt Laws is to be enforced by Rewards = 
| | Side, and Puniſhments on the other, that every Paſſion may 

: be influenced, and even our Weakneſs made inſtrumental tg 

the Performance of our Dutt. | 

In the Bill before us no Puniſhment is Indeed expreſly de- 
creed, becauſe the Sailors who ſhall diſregard it, are only 
left to their former Hardſhips, from which thoſe who en. 
gage voluntarily in the Service of the Navy are exempted, 

Why ſo many Rewards and fo much Violence ſhould be 
_ neceſſary to allure or force the Sailors into the public Ser- 
vice, I am unable to comprehend, For, excepting the ſud- 

den Change of Climates which may doubtleſs ſometimes bring 
on Diſtempers, the Service of the King has no Ditad- 
vantages which are not common to that of the Merchants. 

The * the Navy are indeed lefs, but then it is 
to be remem » that they are certainly paid, and that 
the Sailor is in leſs Danger of loſing by a Tempeſl, or z 
Wreck, the whole Profits of his Voyage, becauſe, if he 
can preſerve his Life, he receives his Pay. But in trading 
Voyages, the Seamen mortgage their Wages, as a Security 

for their Care, which, if the Ship is loſt, they are con- 

demned to forfeit. 

Thus, Sir, the Hardſhips of the Navy appear not ſo 
great when compared with thoſe of the Merchants Service, 
as they have been hitherto repreſented ; and I doubt not, 
that if Counſellors were to be heard on both Sides, the 
Meaſures taken for ſupplying the Fleet would be found to 
be reaſonablg, and juſt. . 


Sir John Barnard roſe to ſpeak, when Mr. Fox called to 
Order, and proceeded thus. 11 - 
Sin, ; | 

© It is well known to be one of the ſtanding and gnvaris- 

ble Orders of this Houſe, that no Member ſhall twice 
in a Debate on the ſame Queſtion, except when, for greater 
Freedom, we reſolve ourſelves intoa Committee. Upon this 
Queſtion, the Honourable Gentleman has already ſpoken, and 
cannot therefore be heard again, without ſuch a Tranſgreſſion 
of our Orders as muſt inevitably produce Confuſion.” 
Sir John Barnard, | 
SIR, ON . 

I know not for what Reaſon the Honourable Gentleman 

s any Violation of the Order of the Houſe ; for 


not yet ſpoken upon the preſent n 
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as I have 
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{4 indbubted Right to be heard ; a Right which that Gentle- Anno 14, Ged. 
han cannot take away. | II. 4 

Sir William Yonge. 
S 18, - » 4 ws & = n V 
© I khow not by what ſecret Diſtinction the, Gentleman Sir William 
ſupports in his own Mind this Declaration, which, to the Yonge. 
vhole-Houſe muſt appear very difficult to be defended ; for 
we muſt, before we can admit it, allow our Memories to have 
forſaken us, and our Eyes and Ears to have been deceived. 

Did he not, as ſoon as the Clauſe before us was read, rife - 
and aſſert the Characters of the Petitioners, and their Right 
td the Attention of the Houſe? Did he not dwell upon their 
[mportance, their Abilities, and their Integrity ; and enforce, | he 
with his uſual Eloquence, every Motive to the Reception of 
the Petition? How then can he aſſert that he has not ſpoken 
in the preſent Debate, and how can he expect to be heard a 
kcond Time, ſince however his Eloquence may pleaſe, and 
his Arguments convince, that Pleaſure and Conviction can- 
hot now be obtained, without infringing the ſtanding Orders 
o the Houſe | 


Mr. Speaker. 


$1 as, | 
It is riot without Uneafineſs that I ſee the Time of the wc. $peaket, 


Houſe, and of the Public, waſted in fruitleſs Cavils and un- 
neceſſary Controverſies. Every Gentleman ought now to 
conſider that we are conſulting upon no trivial Queition, and 
that Expedition is not leſs neceſſary than Accuracy. It can- 
not be denied, Sir, [to Sir John Barnard] that you have al- 
ready ſpoken on this Queſtion, and that the Rules of the 
Houſe do not allow you to ſpeak a ſecond Time.” a 
Sir Robert Walpole. 
8 ma, | 4 
© I am far from thinking the Order of the Houſe ſo ſacred, —— 
is that it may not be neglected on ſome important Occaſions 3 — 
and if the Gentleman has any Thing to urge ſo momentous, 
that, in his own Opinion, it outweighs the Regard due to bur 
Rules, I ſhall willingly conſent that he ſhall be heard.“ 
Sir John Barnard. 
8 1 R, 


lam far from being inclined to receive as a Favour, what, 8 | 
n my own Opinion, I may claim as a Right; and deſire not Moy 
o owe the Liberty of Speaking to the Condeſcenfion of the 
light Honourable Gentlemin. 
What I have to urge is no leſs againſt the Bill in general 
than the particular Clauſe/now immediately under our Copſi- 
Vol. VII. 1 : deration, 
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4 14, Geo deration, and tho' the Petition ſhould relate likewiſe to the 
II. 17% whole Bill, I cannot diſcover why we ſhould refuſe to hear it. 


| © Petitions from Men of much Mferior Rank, and whoſe 
Intereſt is much leſs cloſely connected with that of the Public, 


N 


have been thought neceſſary to be heard, nor is the meaneſt 


Individual to be injured or reſtrained without being admitted | 


to offer his Arguments in his own Favour. 'Eyen the Tour. 
neymen-Shoemakers, one of the loweſt Claſſes of the = 
munity, have been permitted to bring their Council to our 
Bar, and remonſtrate againſt the Inconveniencies to which 
they were afraid of being ſubjeted,” | 

Mr. Winnington. , 
SIR, | | 3 E 
Mr. Winning * I am always willing to hear Petitions, when reſpeAtully 
ton. drawn up, and regularly ſubſcrib'd, but can by no Means dif- 
cover that this is a real Petition, for I have heard of no 
Names affixed to it, it is therefore a Requeſt from Nobody, 
and by rejecling it no Man is refuſed. It may, ſo far as can 
be diſcover'd, be drawn up by the Gentleman who oſfer d it, 
and perhaps no other Perſon may be acquainted with it. 
Mr, Hay. 78 8 
SIX, 

Mr. Hay. © It is, in my Opinion, neceſſary that a Petition in the 
Name of the Merchants of London ſhould be ſubſcribed 
by the whole Number, for if only a few ſhould put their 
Names to it, how does it appear that it is any thing more 
than an Apprehenſion of Danger to their own particular In- 
tereſt, which perhaps the other Part, their Riyals in Trade, 
may conſider as an Advantage, or at leaſt regard with Indif- 
ference. This Suſpicion is much more reaſonable, when a 
Petition is ſubſcribed by a ſmaller Number, who may eafily be 
imagined to have partial Views, and Deſigns not wholly con- 
ſiſtent with the Intereſt of the Public.” 


Sir Charles Wager. 
SIR, | | | 
Sir. Charles If I am rightly inform'd, another Petition is preparing 
Wager. by ſeveral eminent Merchants, that this Clauſe may ſtand as 
1 Part of the Bill; and certainly they ought to be heard as 
well as the preſent Petitioners, which will occaſion great and 
unneceflary Delays, and therefore I am againſt the Motion. 
Mr. Campbell. | FR ae 
81 R, 


Mr. Campbell. I agree with that Hon. Gentleman that if the Mer. 
chants are divided in Opinion upon this Point, one Side 


ought to be heard as well as the other, and hope the How 


will 


% 
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il come to 2 Reſolution for that Purpoſe. For I ſhall in- Adno 


nriably promote every Propoſal which tends to procure the 
fulleſt Information in all Affairs that ſhall come before us. 


Then the Queſtion was put, That the farther Confide- 
ration of the Report be adjourn'd for two Days (in order to 
hear the Merchants) and it paſſed in the Negative, Ayes 
142, Noes 196. | | . 

It was likewiſe moved, that Clauſe A, which limits Sea- 
nens Wages in the Merchants Service at 35 s. per Month, 
te rejected: Aſter Debate, it paſſed in the Negative: On 
1 Diviſion, Ayes 127, Noes 183. Reſolved, that Clauſe 
A, do ſtand a Part of the ſaid Bill. 

On the Report the eleven Clauſes of Severity were given 
op without any Diviſion, and a Clauſe was added, viz. 


provided that nothing in this Bill be conſtrued to extend to 


uy Contracts or Agreements for the Hire of Seamen [or 

Perſons employed as ſuch] in Voyages from Parts beyond 

the Seas, or to Great Britain, > 
wg 'That the Bill with the Amendments be in- 
oſſed. | 

5 The 16th. Read a firſt time, a Bill for enlarging and re- 

gulating the Trade to the Levant-Seas. 

Read a ſecond Time, a Bill to continue an AR for Relief 
of Debtors, with reſpe& to the Impriſonment of their Per- 
ſons ; and two ſubſequent Acts for explaining and amending 
the ame ; and alſo to continue an AR for the free Importa- 
tion of Cochineal and Indico, 

In a Committee, went thro' the Bill for continuing the 
Duties upon Salt, and upon Red and White Herrings. 

Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill to ſupply ſome 
Defefts in the Laws for repairing and rebuilding County 
bridges; and for repairing, enlarging, erecting, and pro- 
viding Houſes of Correction; and for paſſing Rogues and 
Vagabonds : Ordered it to the Lords. 

Read a ſecond Time the Bill for the Improvement of the 
Manufacture of Woollen Broad Cloth, and to prevent Abu- 
ſes in making of the ſame. 

The tyth. Agreed to the Report of the Bill to indemnify 
Proteſtant Purchaſers of Eſtates of Papiſts, againſt the Pe- 
ralties or Forſeitures Papiſts are liable to for not having en. 
rolled their Eſtates, &c. with ſeveral Amendments : Or- 
dered it to be engroſſed. Read a firſt Time, a Bill to pre- 
rent fome Inconveniencies ariſing from Inſurances of Ships. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for continuing the Du- 
ties upon Salt, &c.' Ordered it to be ingroſſed. 

Took into Conſideration the Amendments made by the 

| Rr 2 Lords 
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| Roval Aſſent 


given tO ſevc- 


ral Bills. 


. Lords to the Bill to amend the Law 


Monday next. 


Beef, Pork and Bacon, till December 25, 1741. 
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Recoveries, and to explain an Act 29th of K. Charles — ny 


for Prevention of Frauds and Perjuries, ſo far as the fame 
relates to Eſtates, per auter Vie: And a to them, and 
made another Amendment ere. Oe it to the Lords | 
for their Concurrence. 

In a Committee, went thro! be WeſuminſterBridge-Bil, 
with ſevecal Amendments. 

In a Committee, went thro' the Bill for the better Pre. 
ſervation of the public Roads of England, with ſeveral 
Amendments. 

The 18th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill to continue an 
AR for Relief of Debtors ; and alſo to continue an AR for the 
free Importation of Cochineal and Indico ; Ordered it to be 
ingroſſed. 

Read a third Time, and paſſed the Salt. Bill. 

Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill to indemnify Pro- 
teſtant Purchaſers of Eſtates of Papiſts, againſt the Penalties 
or Forfeitures Papiſts are liable to for not having inrolled 
their Eſtates, in purſuance of an Act zd of K. George I. 
for that Purpoſe : Ordered it to the Lords. 

The 19th. Took into Conſideration the Report of the 
Weſtminſter-Bridge-Bill, and made a Progreſs therein. 

The zoth. Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill to 
continuc an Act for Relief of Debtors, with reſpect to the 
Impriſonment of their Perſons ; and alſo to continue an Act 
for the Importation of Cochineal and Indico: Ordered it to 

the Lords. 

Read a ſecond Time the Bill for regulating che Trade to 
the Levant Seas. 

In a Committee, went thro' the Bill to amend an A& 
6th of K. George I. relating to the Aſſurance of Ships upon 
Bottomry, with ſeveral Amendments. 

Ordered, That the Seamens Bill be read a third time on 


The 21ſt. Ordered, That the Merchants trading to the 
Levant Seas, do lay before the Houſe, an Account of the 
Number of Ships employed in the ſaid Trade for 30 Years 
paſt, and the Tonnage thereof. 

Mr. Speaker repoted, That the Houſe had attended His 
Majeity in the Houſe of Peers, where his Majeſty was 
pleaſed to give the Royal Aſſent to, 

1. An Ad for continuing the Duties upon Malt, Mum, 
Cyder and Perry, &c. 

2. An Act to prohibit the Exportation of Corn, Grain, 
(Rice excepted) Meal, Malt, Flour, Bread, Biſcuit, Starch, 


3. An 


( 399) | 
An AA far puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion- - Anno 1% Ge 

A An AR to ye an Perſons who have omitted o 11-1 dud 
ake the Oaths, Kc. : x 

5. An AR for continuing the Duties upon Salt, and on 
Herrings, to March 25, 755 ä 

6. An Act to indemnify Proteſtant Purchaſers of Papiſts 

tes, &c. \ | | 
2 An AQ to prevent the ſtealing and deſtroying of Sheep 
and other Cattle, ' 

8. An Act for licenſing the Importation of Victual from 
lreland, &c. to Scotland, in time of Scarcity. 

9. An Act to explain an Act 3d of K. James I. for the 
Recovery of Small Debts, and for relieving peor Debtors 
in London. | : | 

o. An Act to prevent Inconveniencies ariſing from De- 
lys of Cauſes after Iſſue joined, . 

11. An Act to amend the Law, concerning common Re- 
coveries ; and to amend an Act 29th of K. Charles II. for 
Prevention of Frauds and Perjuries, ſo far as the ſame relates 
to Eſtates, per auter Vie. 

Alſoto 11 Road Ads, to, 9 other public, and to 22 pri- 
nate Acts. 

The 23d, the engroſſed Bill for the Increaſe and Encou- - 
ragement of Seamen was read according to Order, when 
Mr. Digby roſe and ſpoke as follows: 


SIR, 


have a Clauſe to be offered to the Houſe as neceſſary Mr. Digby- 
w be inſerted in the Bill before us, which was put into my 
Hands by a Member, whom a ſudden Misfortune has made 
unable to attend his Duty, and which, in his Opinion and 
mine, is of great Importance, and I ſhall therefore take the 


Liberty of reading it. 

e on « Be it enacted that every Seaman offering himſelf to b 
ſerve his Majeſty, ſhall, upon being refuſed, receive from 

o the och Captain, Lieutenant, or Juſtice of the Peace, a Certifi- 


f the =te, ſetting forth the Reaſons for which he is refuſed, 
\ ears which Certificate may by produced by him, as an Exemp- 
non from being ſeized by a Warrant of Impreſs.” | 

His I hope the Reaſonableneſs and Equity of this Clauſe is 
was o inconteſtably apparent that it will find no Oppoſition ; for 
Wat can be more crue}, unjuſt, or oppreſſive, than to puniſh 

Men for Negle& of a Law which they have endeavoured to 
vey. To what Purpoſe are Rewards offered, if they are 
denied to thofe who come to claim them? What is it leſs 
than Theft, and Fraud, to force a Man into the Service who 
vould willingly have entered, and ſubject him to Hardſhips 
a : | without 
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Anno 4. Geo without the Recompence which he may jaſtly demand from 
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Sir Charles 
Wager. 


| Certificate fallaciouſly obtained, laugh at al] Endeavours to 


Mr. Digby. 


Temptation nor Opportunity, to abuſe it. Let the Admi- 


"Sir Charles 
Wager. 
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the ſolemn, Promiſes of the Legiſlature.” | | 
Sir Charles Wager. » 
81 n, | . 

* To this Clauſe, which the Gentleman has repreſented 
as ſo reaſonable and juſt, Objedtions may, in my Opinion, 
be eafily made, of which he himſelf acknowledge the Force, 
The great Obſtruftion of public Meaſures is Partiality, 
whether from Friendſhip, 3 or any other Motive; 
againſt Partiality alone the Clauſe which is now offered is 
levelled, and indeed it is ſo dangerous an Evil, that it cannot 
be obviated with too much Caution. | 

But this Clauſe, inſtead of preventing private Correſ. 
pondence, and illegal Combinations, has an evident Ten- 
dency to produce them, by inciting Men to apply with pre. 
tended Offers of Service to thoſe who are before ſuborned to 
refuſe them, then make a Merit of their Readineſs, and de. 
mand a Certificate. ' 

By ſuch Artifices Multitudes may exempt themſelves 
from the Impreſs who may be known to be able Sailors, even' 
by thoſe that conduct it, and may, under the Protection of a 


engage them in the public Service. 
Mr. Digby. | 
S1R, a | 
© If this Authority, lodged in the Hands of thoſe who are 
propoſed in the Clauſe to be entruſted with it, be in Dan- 
ger of being executed without due Regard to the End for 
which it is granted, let it be placed where there is neither 


mpry Gf ru © = SS oma = as 


ralty alone have the Power of granting ſuch Certificates, the 
Officers of which will be able to judge whether the Sailor is 
really unfit for the Service, and deliver thofe whom Age or 
Accidents have diſabled from the Terror of Impreſſes; for 
ſurely, he that is fit to ſerve, when taken by Violence, is no 
leſs qualified when he enters voluntarily, and he who could 
not be admitted when he tendered himſelf, ought not to be 
dragged away, when perhaps he has contrafted for another 
Voyage.” „ 
Sir Charles Wager. 
V's RP | 
It is, doubtleſs, more proper to place ſuch Authority in 
the Officers of the Admiralty, than in-any other ; but it does 
not appear that the Benefit which the Sailors may receive 
from it, to whatever Hands it is entraſted, will not be over- 
balanced by the Injury which the Public will 3 
? 4 


ven 
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Sailors are frequently levied in remote Parts of the Anno g, eb. * 
Kingdom; in Ports where the Admiralty cannot ſpeedily H 7. 
de informed of the Reaſons for which thoſe that may peti- P 
tion for Certificates have been refuſed, and therefore cannot 8 
grant them without Danger of being deceived by fraudulent 
Accounts. | 

« The Grievances for which the Remedy is 
cannot frequently occur; for it is not probable that in a 
Time of naval Preparations any Man qualified for the Ser- 
vice ſhould be rejected, fince the Officers gain nothing by 
their Refuſal.“ 

Mr. Hay. 

S 1R, 

* It is very poſſible that thoſe Inſtances which may be Mr. Hay. 
produced of Men, who have been impreſſed by one Officer, 
after they have been rejected by another, may be only the 
Conſequences of the high Value which every Man is ready 
to ſet upon his own Abilities. For he that offers himſelf, 
no doubt, demands the higheſt Præmium, tho' he be not an 
able Sailor; and if rejected, and afterwards impreſſed as a 
Novice, thinks himſelf at Liberty to complain with the 
moſt importunate Vehemence, of Fraud, Partiality, and O 
preſion“ & by 


The Queſtion being put, was reſolved in the Negative, 
almoſt unanimouſly. „ | | 
Then Mr. Southwell offered a Clauſe, importing, That 
ll Sailors, who ſhould take Advance-Money of — homes * 
ſhould be- obliged to perform their Agreements, or be liable 
to be taken up by any Magiſtrate or Juſtice of the Peace, 
and deemed Deſerters, except they were in his Majeſty's 
Ships of War. 


He was ſeconded by Lord Gage as follows : 


S1 R, 
As this Clauſe has no other Tendency than to promote Lord Gage. 

the Intereſt of the Merchants, without obſtructing the pub- . 

lc Preparations ; as it tends only to confirm legal Contracts, 

ind facilitate that Commerce from whence the Wealth and 

Power of this Nation ariſes, I hope it will readily be admit- 

td; as we may, by adding this Sanction to the Contracts 

nade between the Merchants and Sailors, in ſome Degree, 

balance the Obſtructions wherewith we have embarraſſed 

Inde by the other Clauſes.” 


Sir 
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Anno i Geo. Sir Charles Wager. 75 ['3 FF 
IL 1740. i 78 | | porn if 
Sir Charles This Clauſe is unqueſtionably reaſonable, but riot ne: 
Wager. ceſſary, for it is to be found already in an Act made for the 
Encouragement of the Merchants, which is ſtill in Force, 
and ought, whenever any ſuch Frauds are committed, to be 
_ rigorouſly obſerv'd, 29 
Sit Robert Walpole then deſired that the Clerk might 
read the Act, in which the Clauſe being aecordingly found, 
Mr. Southwell withdrew. bis Motion. 


Then the Queſtion was put, Whether the Bill for the 
Encreaſe and Encouragement of Sailors do paſs, which was 
reſolved in the Affirmati ve, 153 againſt 79. i 

Agreed to the Report of the Weſtminſter-Bridge-Bill: 
Ordered it to be ingroſſed. 

The 24th. In a grand Committee, went thre' the Bill to 
explain Part of an Act 12th of Q. Anne, for providing a 
public Reward for ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall diſcover 
the Longitude at Sea, with ſeveral Amendments. 

Read a Third Time, and paſſed the Bill fot the better 
regulating the Manufacture of Cloth in the Weſt-Riding 
of Yorkſhire : Ordered it to the Lords. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for better Preſervation 

of the Public Roads: Ordered it to be ingroſſed. 

, In a grand Committee, took into Conſideration the Pe- 

| \ tition from South-Carolina, in behalf of the diſtreſſed Inha- 

ü bitants of Charles-Town, and came to Reſolution. 

, The 25th. Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolu- 
tion, viz. Reſolved, That the Province of South-Carolina 
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' has been greatly weakened by the late dreadful Fire on the ( 
N 18th of November laſt; and that ſome Proviſion ſhould be ;. 
made for the reſettling the Inhabitants thereof : Referred to 


: the Committee on the Supply. 

g Agreed to the Report of the Bill for explaining an AR 
for Aſſurance of Ships, and Merchandizes at Sea, and for 
lending Money upon Bottomry: Ordered it to be ingroſſed. 

In a Committee, went turo' the Bi“ for the Improvement 
of the Manufacture of Woollen Broad-Cloth, &c. 

The 26th. Read a firſt Time, a Bill for the more eaſy 
and effectual Conviction of Perſons returning from Tranſ- 
portation. $4 

Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill for the better 
Preſervation of the public Roads in England: Ordered it 
to the Lords, SF 1 
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- fo a grand Committee, took into Condeiation the Bill Anno i 4; Ge 


for enlarging and regulating the Trade to the Levant-Seas ; 


IE 1745. 


and alſo the ſeveral Papers and Accounts concerning the W" Wy 


ame: And a Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, 
that Mr. Speaker do leave the Chair, it paſſed in the Nega- 
tive, on a Diviſion, Ayes 37, Noes 62. Made a Progreſs, 
and to proceed on the 8th of April ; then adjourned to the 
2d of April?: | 8 
April 2. Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for ſur- 
veying the chief Ports and Head-Lauds on the Coaſt of 
Great-Britain and Ireland, and the Plantations belonging 
thereto, for the more exaQ Determination of the Longitude 
and Latitude thereof. Ordered it to the Lords. 
Adjourned the Report of the Bill for the Improvement 
of the Manufacture of Woollen Braad-Clath, for a Month. 
Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for reſtraining and 
preventing ſeveral unwarrantable Schemes and Undertakings 
in the Plantations to America . Ordered it to the Lords. 
Read a ſecond time, the Bill for the more effectual Con- 
rition of Perſons returning from 'Franſportation 
The 3d. Read a ſecond time, and committed the Bill to 
prevent Inconveniencies arifing from Inſurances of Ships: 
Ona Diviſion, Ayes 63, Notes 22. 
The 6th. Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill to enable 
the Commiſſioners for building Weſtminſter-Bridge to raiſe 
further Sum of Money by way of Lottery, towards finiſh- 
ing the ſaid Bridge, &c. Ordered it to the Lords, Ina 
grand Committee, took into Conſideration the Bill to pre- 
rent ſome Inconveniencies ariſing from Inſurances of Ships: 
And read a Petition of the Corporation of the London- Aſſur- 
ance againſt the Bill. And a Motion was made, and the 
Queltion put, That the further Conſideration thereof be de- 
ferred for a Month . | | 
The 7th Received an Eſtimate of the Charge of 1000 
Daniſh Horſe, and 5000 Daniſh Foot in Britiſh Pay, from 
March the 28th laſt; to December the 25th, 1741. 
Vor. II. 8. Alſo 
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* This Bill was read a firſt time, on February the 5th, but 
te Title was altered on the third Reading. 

T This Bill was read a firſt time, on February the 27th, 
tut the Titl: was altered on the third R eading. | 

t The Houſe divided, Ayes 25, Noes 8; but ſever more 
Members being Wanted to make a Houſe, without which thay 


d not proceed on Buſineſs, the Bill dropt of courſe, end the 
Hur ſe adjourned. IX 


n was 6; 7 p 
 . Anno14, Geo. Alſo an Eſtimate of the Charge of 1264 Horſe; add . 
U.. Foot, Heſſian Troops, from Math the 286 laſt, ifs cn 
— 25th, 1741, with the Levy-Money and Subſidy for the 
me | DISD 


The 8th. Rejected a Petition of John Meres, Printer 
praying to be admitted to Bail without paying his Fees. 43 
Mr. Speaker reported, That the Houſe had attended his 
Majeſty in the Houſe of Peers, where his Majeſty was 
pleaſed to give the Royal Aﬀent to, "of Woah x 


An Act to ſupply ſome Deſects in the Laws for repairi 
; ſeve. County-Bridges; for iring and providing Houſes of 
kal Bills my Correction; ard for pain Rogues and Vagabond $. 
| An Act to continue three former Acts for Relief of Deb. 
tors, with reſpect to the Imprifonment of their Perſons ; and 
alſo to continue an AR for the free Importation of Cochi- 
neal and Indico. ' A 
An Act for continuing an Act 7th of King George II. to 
amend a former Act 11th of King George : for the better 
regulating the Manufacture of Cloth in the Weſt-Riding of 
Yorkſhire. And to ſeven private Acts. | 
| After which his Majeſty was pleaſed to make a moſt graci- 
| ous Speech from the Throne as follows: 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 2 4 
; eech. At the Opening of this Seſſion, I took Notice to you of 
EET "the Death of the late Emperor, and of my Reſolution to ad- 
hereto the Engagements I am under, in order to the main- 


Royal Aſſent 
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taining of the Ballance of Power, and the Liberties of Eu- 0 
rope, on that important Occaſion. , The Aſſurances I received p 
from you, in return to this Communication, were perfe&ly y 
agreeable to the Zeal and Vigour, which this Parliament be 
has always exerted, in the Support of the Honour and Intereſt th 
of my Crown and Kingdoms, and of the Common Cauſe. 
The War, which has fince broke out, and been carried fer 
on, in part of the Auſtrian Dominions, and the various and 
extenſive Claims, which are publicly made on the late Em- ; 
ror's Succeſſion, are new Events, that require the utmoſt * 
Care and Attention, as they may involve all Europe in a 
bloody War, and in Conſequence, expoſe the Dominions of 
ſach Princes, as ſhall take Part in ſupport of the Pragma- Go 
tic Sanction, to imminent and immediate Danger. The le 
Queen of Hungary has already made a Requiſition of the jou 
12,000 Men, expreſly ſtipulated by Treaty - and thereupon to | 
J have demanded of the King of Denmark, and of the King Re 
of Sweden, as Landgrave of Heſſe - Caſſel, their reſpeclive and 
Bodies of Troops, conſiſting of 6000 Men each, to be in p 
e 


readineſs Garch forthwith to the Aſſiſtance of her Hungr 
® - 1 


* % 


| ( 345). 
ran Majeſty. I am alſo concerting ſuch further Meaſures Anno 14, Geog 
1s may obviate and diſappoint all dangerous Deſigns. and At- II. 2 · 
tempts, that may be forming and carried on in Favour of | 
y unjuſt Pretenſiona, to the Prejudice of the Houſe of Au- 

fria, In this complicated and uncertain State of Things, 

many Incidents may ariſe, during the Time, when, by Rea. WV 
ſon of the approaching Concluhon of this Parliament, it - 

may be impolite for me to have your Advice and Afﬀiiftance, 

which may make it neceſſary for me to enter into ſlill larger 

Expences, for maintaining the Pragmatic Sanction. In a 

ConjunQure ſo critical, I have thought it proper, to lay theſe 

important Conſiderations before you, and to deſire the Con- 

currence of my Parliament, in enabling me to contribute, in 

the moſt effectual Manner, to the Support of the Queen of 

Hungary, the preventing by all reaſonable Means the Sub- 

rerſion of the Houſe of Auſtria, and the maintaining the < 
Liberties and Balance of Power in Europe.” | 


Gentlemen df the Houſe of Commons, 


« I muſt recommend it to you, to grant me ſuch a Supply | 
33 may be requiſite for theſe Ends; and the juſt Concern and - * 
Readineſs which I have conſtantly found in you, to make all 
neceſſary Proviſions for the Public Good, and our common 
becurity, leave me no room to doubt of the ſame good Dif» 
peſition and Affection in this Inſtance.” | 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

] am perſuaded, I need ſay no more to recommend theſe 
Conſiderations to you, which ſo neceſſarily ariſe from the 
preſent Situation of Affairs: I ſhall therefore only add, That 
whatever Expences rhay be incurr'd on this Occafion, ſhall 
de made in as frugal a Manner as poſſible ; and an Account 
thereof ſhall be laid before the next Parliament.” 


Whereupon they reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be pre- 
ented to his Majeſty, as follows, | 


— Houſe on this Oceaſion preſented the following Ad- 
dreſs, | 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

We your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, 
leive to return your Majeſty our moſt humble Thanks for 
jour Majeſty's moſt (gracious Speech from the Throne ; and 
to expreſs our dutiſul Senſe of your Maſteſty's juſt and due 
Regard for the Rights and Intereſt of the Queen of Hungary, 
ad for maintaining the Pragmatic Sanction. We cannot 
but entirely concur with your Majeſty in the prudent Men- 
lues, which your Majeſty is purſuing for the Support of the 

. Common 


1 


6316) 8 
14, Geo Common Cauſe, and for the Preſervation of the Liberties 
1740, and the Balance of Power in Europe. We acknowledge 
your Majeſty's Wiſdom and Reſolution, in not ſuffering your- 

| ſelf to be diverted from ſteadily perſevering in your juſt Pur. 
poſes of fuifilling the Engagements, which your Majeſty has 

entered into with the Houſe of Aultria ; and do affure you 

Majeſty, that in Juſtice, and in Vindication of the Honour 

and Dignity of the Britiſh Crqwn, this Houſe will effeQually 

ſtand by and ſupport your Majeſty againſt all Inſults and 

Attacks, which any Prince of Power, in Reſentment of 

the juſt Meaſures that your Majeſty has ſo wiſely taken, 

ſhall make upon any of your Majeſty's Territories or Do- 

minions, tho* not belonging to the Crown of Great Britain. 

And we beg Leave further to aſſure your Majeſty, that in 

any future Events, which may ariſe from' this uncertain 

State of Things, and which may make it neceſſary for your 

Majeſty to enter into ſtil! larger Expences, your faithful 

Commons will enable your Majeſty to contribute, in the 

molt effectuaàl Manner, to the Support of the Queen of Hun. 

gary, to the preventing, by all:reaſonable Mearts, the Sub- 

verſion of the Houſe of Auſtria, and to the maintaining the 


Prigmatic, Sanction and the Liberties and Balance of Power 
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Europe.” 3 2 
The 9th. Referred his Majeſty's Speech to the Commit 
| tee on the Supply. | | 
The 10th. The Houſe went to addreſs his Majeſty at his 
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| Palace at St. James's. 
His Majeſty's The 13th. Received the Report of his Majeſty's Anſwer 
ANIWET. to their Addreſs, viz. «© I give you my Thanks for this dy- 
tifui and loyal Addreſs. Your great Readineſs in enabling 
me to make good my Engagements with the Queen of Hun- 
gary, and the Aſſurances you give me, not to ſuffer my fo- 
reign Dominions to be inſulted, on account of the Meaſures 
Jam purſaing for the Support of the Pragmatic Sanction, 
are ſuch evident Proofs of your juſt Concern for maintaining 
the Liberties and Balance of Power in Europe, and of your 
great Regard for my Honour and Intereſt, that you may 
depend upon all ſoĩtable Returns from me, for this particular 
Mark of your Affection and Confidence in me.“ 

Motion for The ſame Day a Motion was made by Sir Robert Wal. 
_" —_ ©1 pole, for granting an Aid of 300,000]. to the Queen of Hun 
27 1 ef gary, Which he introduced with the following Debate: 

Hungry | S1R, | a 1 
* © The Neceſſity of this Grant appears fo plainly 
Wards the bare Mention f the Purpoſes bor hich it is aſked, that 

: I can ſcarcely conceive that its Reaſonableneſ can be ef 
h | a | Piel 
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tie ned. -I can diſcover no Principles upon which an Objec- Anno 14, gn 


tion to this Motion can be founded, nor the leaſt Arguments 
by which ſuch Objections can be ſupported. 

Pur « The indiſpenſable Obligations, of public Faith, the 
/ K great Ties by which Nations are united, and Confederacieg 
2 formed, I cannot ſuppoſe any Man inclined to invalidate, 
4 An exact Performance of national Promiſes, an inviolable 
Adherence to Facts and Treaties, is enforced at once by 
"nd Policy and Juſtice, and all Laws both of Heaven and Earth. 
e - Public Perfidy, Sir, like private Diſhoneſty, whatever 
3 temporary Advantages it may promiſe or produce, is always, 
7 won the whole, the Parent of Miſery. Every Man, how- 
itain ever proſperous, muſt ſometimes wiſh for a Friend ; and 
at in every Nation, however potent, ſtand in need of an Ally; 
rtain but all Alliances ſubſiſt upon mutual Confidence; and Confi- 
your tence can be produced only by untainted Integrity, by known 
ithfu) Firmneſs, and * Veracity. 8 5 
kde The Uſe of Alliances, Sir, has in the laſt Age been too 
1 nuch r to be conteſled; it is by Leagues well 
Sub. concerted, and ſtrictly obſerved, that the Weak are defended 
g the 2gainſt the Strong, that Bounds are ſet to the Turbulence of 
Power Ambition, that the Torrent of Power 1s reſtrained, and Em- 
pires preſerved from thoſe Inundations of War hat, in for- 
mer Times, laid the World in Ruins. By Alliances, Sir, the 
Equipoiſe of Power is maintained, and thoſe Alarms and 
Apprehenſions aypided, which mult ariſe from Viciſſitudes 
of Empire, and the FluQuations of perpetual Conteſt. 
That it is the Intereſt of this Nation to cultivate the 
friencſhip of the Houſe of Auſtria, to protect its Rights, 
and ſecure its Succefſion ; to inform it when miſtaken, and 


abling baſiſt it when attacked, is allowed by every Party, Every 
_ Man, Sir, knows that the only Power that can ſenſibly injure 
" . u by ohſtructing our Commerce, or invading our Domi- 
+ 44 tions, is France, againſt which no Confederacy can be form- 
x — cd. except with the Houle of Auſtria, that can afford us any 


efcacious Support. | 
The firmeſt Bond of Alliances is mutual Intereſt. Men 
ally unite againſt him whom they have all Reaſon to fear 
ad to hate, by whom they have been greatly injured, and 
whom they ſuſpe& that no Opportunity will be loſt of 
renewing his Encroachments. Such is the State of this Na- 
uon and of the Auſtrians, We are equally endangered by 
de French Greatneſs, and equally animated againſt it by 
tereditary Animoſities, and Conteſts continued from one 
Age to another; we are convinced that, however either may 
be flattered or careſſed, while the other is invaded, every 
| Blow 
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For this Reaſon we engaged in the Support of the Pre. 
matic Sanction, and ſtipulated to ſecure the Imperial Frog 
to the Daughters of Auftria, which was nothing more than 
to promiſe, that we would endeavour to Prevent our own 
Deſtruction, by oppoſing the Exaltation of a Prince who 
ſhonld owe his Dignity to the French, and in Conſequence 
of ſo cloſe an Alliance ſecond all their Schemes, admit all 
their Calms, and facrifice to their Ambition the Happineſz 
of a great Part of Mankind, ” | | 

Such would probably be the Conſequence, if the French 
ſhould: gain the Power of conferring the Imperial Crown, 
They would hold the Emperor in perpetual Dependence, 
would, perhaps, take Poſſeſſion of his Hereditary Domini. 
ons as a Mortyage for thejr Expence, would awe him with 
the Troops which they ſent under a Pretence of aſſiſting 
him, and leave him only the Titles of Dominjon, and the 
Shadows of Empire. "IG 649% 
In this State would he remain, whilſt bis formidable 
Allies were extending their Dominions on every Side. He 
would fee one Power ſubdued after another, and bimſelf 
weakened by Degrees, and only not deprived of his Throne, 
becauſe it would be unneceſſary to dethrone him; or he 
would be obliged to ſollicit our Aſſiſtance to break from his 
Slavery, and we ſhould be obliged, at the utmoſt Hazard, c 
and at an Expence not to be calculated, to. remedy what it 
is, perhaps, now in our Power to preyent with very little 
Difficulty. | 8 
- © That this Danger is too near to be merely chimerica], 
that the Queen of Hungary is invaded, and her Right to 
the Imperial Dignity conteſted, is well known ; It is there- 
fore the Time for fulfilling our Engagements, Engagements 
of the utmoſt Importance to ourſelves and our Poſterity 3 and 
J hope the Government will not be accuſed of Profufion, 
if for three hundred thouſand Pounds the Liberties of Eu- 
rope ſhall be preſeryed, f | 

We cannot deny this Grant without acting in Oppoſition 
to qur late Profeſſions of ſupporting his Majeſty in his En. 
deavours to maintain the Pragmatic Sanction, and of aſſiſting 
him to defend his foreign Dominions from any Injuries to 
which thoſe Endeavours ſhould expoſe them, * 
he without Forces defend his Dominions, or aſſiſt his Ally ? 
or how can he maintain Forces without Supplies? 
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Mr. Shippen. 

81 R, N . \ 
ion of my Duty, to examine Opinions before I admit 
dem, and to ſpeak what I have thought the Truth, I do 
it eaſily change my Conduct or retract my Aſſertions, nor 
ml deterred from repeating my Arguments when I have 
z right to ſpeak, by the Remembrance that they have for- 
gerly been unſucceſsful. . 

« Every Man when he is confident himſelf, conceives 
limſelf able to perſuade others, and imagines that their Ob- 
tinacy proceeds from other Motives than Reaſon ; and that, 
Abe fails at one time to gain over his Audience, he may 
yet ſucceed in ſome happier Moment, when their Prejudices 
dall be diſſipated, or their Intereſt varied, 

For this Reaſon though it cannot be fuſpected that I 
hve forgotten the Reſentment which I have formerly drawn 
won myſelf, by an open Declaration of my Sentiments, 
with regard to Hanover, I ftand up again, with equal 
Confidence, to make my Proteſtations againſt any Ipterpoſi- 
ton in the Affairs of that Count?y, and to avow my Diſhke 
of the Promiſe lately made to defend it. A Promiſe, in- 
wnfiſlenc, in my Opinion, with that important and invio- 
wie Law, the Act of Settlement! A Promiſe; which, if it 
wu'd have been foreknown, would perhaps have for ever 
nec. uded from the Succeſſion that illuſtrious Family, to 
viich we owe ſuch numberleſs- Bleſlings,. ſuch continued 
felicity | 

Far be it from me to infinuate that we can be too 
mteful to his Majeſty, or too zealous in our Adherence to 
um; only let' us remember that true Gratitude confiſts in 
ri Benefits, in promoting the true Intereſt of him to whom 
we are indebted z and ſurely, by hazarding the Welfare of 
Great Britain in Defence of Hanover, we ſhall very little 
4 the Advantage or promote the Greatneſs of our 

ing. 5 a | | 

It is well known how incenſiderable in the Sight of 
thoſe, by whom the Succeſſion was eſtabliſn'd, Hanover ap- 
fared, in compariſon with Great Britain. Thoſe Men, to 
whom even their Enemies have ſeldom denied Praiſe for 
Knowledge and Capacity, and who have been fo loudly cele - 
ated by many, Who have join'd in the laſt Addreſs, for 
heir honeſt Zeal, and the Love of their Country, enacted, 
that 


_— 
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* Ailuding to his being ſent to the Tower, 


« As I have always endeavoured to 400 upon Quote Mr. | 


II. 2740. 
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which ſome Advantages might be receiv'd,; ought to forbid 


defend, at the Hqzard of our Happineſs, It was evidently 
their Deſign that our Sovereign, engroſed by! the Care of his 
new Subjects, a Care, which, as they reaſonably imagined, 


leaſt to delay it. The Miniſters have been ſo little accuſtom'd: 


perience, to determine all theſe Queſtions upon momenta- 


- Faculties, and therefore move that the Conſideration of this 
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N A 14, Geo that the King of Great Britain ſhould never viſit thoſe ic 


portant Territories, which we have ſo ſolemnly promiſed to 


would ariſe from Gratitude for Dignity, and Power ſo libe. 
rally conferr'd, ſhould in time forget that Corner of the 
Earth, on which his Anceſtors had reſided, and act, not as 
Elector of Hanover, but as King of Great Britain, as the 
Governor of a mighty Nation, and the Lord of large Do- 
minions. g | . 4 

« It was expreſly determined, that this Nation ſhould 
never be involved in War fot the Defence of the Dominions 
on the Continent ; and doubtleſs the ſame Policy that has te- 


ſtrain'd us from extending our Conqueſts in Countries, from 


all expenſive and hazardous Meaſures, for the ſake of Ferri- 
tories from whence no Benefit can be reaped. "ah 
Nor are the Purpoſes, Sir, for which this Supply is 
demanded, the only Objections that may be urged againſt it, 
for the Manner in which it is asked, makes it neceſſary at 


to Refuſals that they have forgor when to aſk with Decency, 
and expect the Treafure of the Nation to be poured upon 
them, whenever they ſhall think it proper to hint, that they 
have diſcover'd ſome new Opportunity of Expence. 

IIt is neceſſary that when a Supply is deſired, the Houſe 
ſhould be inform'd, ſome time before, of the Sum that is 
Tequir'd, and of the Ends to which it is to be applied, that 
every Member may conſider, at leiſure, the Expediency of 
the Meaſures propoſed, and the Proportion of the Sum tothe 
Occaſion on which it is demanded ; that he may examine 
what are the moſt proper Methods of raiſing it, and perhaps 
enquire with what Willingneſs his Conſtituents will advance 
it. 


Whether any Man is enabled by his Acuteneſs and Ex- 


neous Reflection, I cannot decide. For my Part, I confeſs 
myſelf one of thoſe, on whom Nature has · beſtowed no ſuch 


Supply may be deferr'd for a few Days. For if it be now 
preis'd upon us, I ſhall vote againſt it, becauſe I do not yet 
fully diſcover all the Reaſons for it, nor all the Conſequences 
which it may produce, and I think myſelf obliged to know 
for what purpoſe I give away the Money whick is not my 


own. Mr, 


A 3 4 " * 4 9 p . * C 
id... „ 
8 - 


e 


Mr. Viner. | 


SIR, 


invaded, 


pexhauſt the Wealth of the People. 


Defence, 


wereigns, or Diſtributors of Dominion. 


Vor VII. Tt 


ee * 
+ © 


Whatever may be the Neceſſity of maintainin 
Pragmatic Sanction, or whatever the Obligations of natio- 
ul Pats, of which I hope nq Man is deſirous of counte- 
uncing the Neglect, yet they cannot oblige us to arm with- 
dat an Enemy, to embarraſs ourſelves with watching every 
Poſlibility of Danger, to garriſon Dominions which are not 


. — 
- 


« The Expediency of maintaining the Houſe of Auſtria 
an the Imperial Throne, it is not at prefent neceſſary to 
iert, becauſe it does not appear-that any other Family is 
rpiring to it. There may indeed be Whiſpers of ſecret 
Deſigns and artful Machinations, Whiſpers, perhaps, ſpread 
oly to affright the Court into Treaties, or tho Parliament into 
Grants ; or Deſigns, which, like a Thouſand others that 
nery Day produces, innumerable Accidents may defeat; 
ich may be diſcovered, not only before they are exe- 
med, but before they are fully formed; and which there- 
fire are not worthy to engroſs much of our Attention, or 


The Pragmatic Sanction is nothing more than a Settle. 
nent of the Imperial Dignity upon the - eldeſt Daughter 
of the late Emperor and her Son; and if ſhe has no Son, 
ton the Sor; of the ſecond Daughter; nor has the Crown 
of Great Britain, by engaging to ſupport that Sanction, 
promiſed any thing more than to preſerve this Order 
« Succeſſion, which no Power at preſent is endeavouring 
v interrupt, and which therefore at preſent requires no 


The Diſpute, Sir, between the King of Pruſſia and 
de Queen of Hungary is of a different kind, nor is it our 
Duty to engage in it, either as Parties or Judges. He lays 
Gaim to certain Territories uſurped, as he alleges, from his 
anceſtors by the Auſtrian Family, and aſſerts, by Force, 
bs Claim which is equally valid, whether the Queen be 
Impreſs or not. We have no Right to limit his Domini- 
mn, or Obligation to examine the Juſtice of his Demands, 
if he is only endeavouring to gain what has been forcibly 
uch held from him, what Right have we to obſtruct his 
Udertaking ? And if the Queen can ſhew 2 better Title, 
le is, like all other Sovereigns, at liberty to maintain it; 
wr are we neceſſarily to erect ourſelves into Judges between 


The Conteſt ſeems to have very little Relation to the 
Iagmatic Sanction - if the King of Pruſſia ſucceeds, he will 
Con- 


f 
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Anno 14. Seo contribute to ſupport it; and if the Queen I * 
If. 1740. gate his Deſigns, ſhe will be too powerful Ie A 


©:r Robert 
Wa puisc. 


ſecution of a hopeleſs Project, to ſpend what can never b. 


they will promote the Advantage of the Public.“ 


a port, is not confincd to the Preſervation of the 


Corey” 2 


Aſſiſtance. eee N 
- © But tho), Sir, the Pragmatic Sandtion were in Dab 

of Violation, are we to ſtand up alone in defence of it, wi 
other Nations, equally engaged with ourſelves by Tnteref 
and by Treaties, fit ſtil to look upon the Conteſt; and Lathe 
thoſe* Advantages of Peace which we indiſcreetly throw 
away ? Are we able to maintain it without Affiftanee, or a. 
we to exhauſt our Country, and ruin our Poſterity in Pre 


repaid, and to fight with Certainty of a Defeat; 
The Dutch, whoſe Engagements and whoſe Intereſts an 
the ſame as our own, have nat yet made any Addition g 
their Expences, nor Augmentation of their Troops ; no 
does a ſingle Pbtentate of Europe, however united by long 
Alliances to the Houſe of Auſtria, or however endangerd by 
Revolutions in the Empire, appear to rouſe at the Approact 
of Alarm, of think himſelf obliged to provoke Enemies b 
whom he is not yet injured. a 

VI cannot therefore perſwade myſelf that we are to fland 
up ſingle in the Defence of the Pragmatie Sanction, to figh 
the Quarrel of others, or live in perpetual War, that © 
Neighbours may be at Peace. 2 

I ſhall always think it my Duty to diſburſe the publi 
Money with the utmoſt Parſimony, nor ever intend but, or 
the moſt preſſing Neceſſity, to load, with new Exactions, 
Nation already overwhelmed with Debts, harrafs'd wit! 
Taxes, and plunder'd by a Standing Army. 
For what Purpoſe theſe numerous Forees are maintain d 
who are now preying on the Public; why we increaſe ou 
Armies by Land when we only fight by Sea; why we aggra 
vate the Burthen of the War, and add domeſtic” Opprgſhon 
to ſoreigu Injuries, I am at loſs to determine. Sorely ſom 
Regard: ſheuid be had to the SatisfaQtion of the People, wh 
ought not, during the preſent Scarcity of Proviſions, to b 
Rarved by the Increaſe of an Army, which ſeems ſupportet 
only to conſume them. | 

As therefore part of our preſent Expence is in my Opi 

nion unneceflary, I ſha!l not contribute to aggravate it b 
a new Grant, for Purpoſes of which I cannot diſcover tha 


Sir Robert Walpole, 
Tak | 
The Pragmatic SanQien, which we are en to fup 
- 8 de of. 
ceſſion 
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teflon, but extehds to all the Rights of the Houſe of Adſtria; 4 
which js now attacked, and a very formidable Enemy, 
it a Time of Weakneſs and Diſtraction, and therefore re- 
wires our Aſſiſtance. 


to lend their Help on this Occaſion, fit unactive, either 
through Cowardice or Negligence, or ſome Proſpect of 
temporary Advantage, may, perhaps, be true; but is it 
y Excuſe of a Crime, that he who commits it is not the 


i in us? Qught we not rather to animate them by our Acti- 
rity, inſtruct them by our Example, and awaken them by 
qur Repreſentations ? 
ton tc « Perhaps the other Powers lay to themſelves; and to one 
3 06 mother, Why ſhould we keep that Treaty which Great 
Inain is violating? Why ſhould we expoſe ourſelves to 
langer, of which that mighty Natiop, ſo celebrated for 

Courage, is aftaid ? Why ſhould we ruſh into War, in which 
wr molt powerful Ally ſeems unwilling to ſupport us? 

Thus the fame Argument, an Argument evidently falſe; 
rd made ſpecious only by Intereſt, may be uſed by all, till 
tue one, more bold and honeſt thafi the reſt, ſhall dare 
priſe in Vindication of thoſe Rights which all have pro- 
zied to maintain, Arid why ſhould not the greateſt Nation 
e the firtt that ſhal! avow her ſolemn Engagments? Why 
ut, og Gould not they be moſt diligent in the Proſecution of an 
Mir who have moſt to loſe by its Miſcarriage ? 

am always willing to believe, that no Member of 
bis Houſe makes Uſe in any ſolemn Debate of Arguments 
lick do not appear rational to himſelf; and yet it is difh- 
at to conceive that any Man can imagine himſelf releaſed 


aggra {im 2 Promiſe; becauſe the ſame Promiſe_ is broken by 
cone voter or that he is at Liberty to deſert his Friend in 
y a9 ireſs, becauſe others deſert him, whoſe good Offices 
e, wh 


b has equal Reaſon to expect, and that the more his Aſſiſt- 
ace 15 needed, the more Right he has to deny it. 

' *ere]y ſuch Arguments as theſe deſerve not, need not a 
urfuration, Before we regulate our Conduct by that of 


ach Proof will be a ſufficient Defence without the Prece- 

or own that they, are more capable of judging than we, 
it therefore we pay an implicit Submiffon to their 
bites and Example; a Sacrifice which we ſhall not wil-' 
y make to the Vanity of our Neighboors. 

4 preſent Caſe it is evident, that if other Nations 
*z< the Performance of their Contrads, they are guilty 
be Breach of public Fgith ; of a Crime, that if it ould 
FEY | genes 


That others equally dbliged by Treaty and by Intereſt | 


oily Criminal ? Will the Breach of Faith in others excuſe . 


Were, we muſt either prove that they have done right, 


no 144 Geo. 
17 40. 


VA Anno 14, Geo generally be imitated, would diſſolve Society, aa 
bk II. 240. human Nature into Confuſion, that would change. the moſt 


preying on another. 


. to afford great Aſſiſtance, and that others may wait the Re 


dious or inſenſible; for I am not afraid to declare, that! 
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bappy Region into Deſarts, in which one Savage would be 


Nor are they only propagating an Example, which j 
ſome diſtant Times may be pleaded againit themſelves bu 
they are expoſing themſelves to more immediate Dangers ; 
they are forwarding Deſigns that have no Tendency but to 
their Ruin; they are adding Strength to their inveterate Ene 
mies, and beckoning Invaſion to their own Frontiers, 

Let us therefore, inſtead of hardening ourſelves in Per. 
fidy, or lulling ourſelves in Security by their Example, exert 
all our Influence to unite them, and all our Power to aff 
them. Let us ſhew them what they ought to determine b. 
our Reſolutions, and teach them to act by our Vigour ; that 
if the Houſe of Auſtria be preſerved, our Alliance may be 
ſtrengthened by new Motives of Gratitude ; and that; if it 
muſt be that the Liberties of this Part of the World be loft 
we may not reproach ourſelves with having neglected to de 
fend them.” | 4 


Mr. Henry Pelham. 8 


SIX, | 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that ſuch Members of thi 
Houſe as are not engaged in public Affairs, ſhould receive 
very exact Intelligence of the Diſpoſitions of foreign Pow 
ers, and therefore I do not wonder that the Conduct of the 
Dutch has been miſrepreſented, and that they are ſuſpeclec 
of neglecting their Engagements at a Time when they are 
endeavouring to perform them. . 

« The Dutch have now under Conſideration the moſt pre 
per Methods of aſſiſting the Queen of Hungary, and main 
taining the Pragmatic Sanction; it may be indeed juſtly ſul: 

ed from the Nature of their Conſtitution, that thei 
otions will be flow, but it cannot be aſſerted, that the) 
break their Engagements, or deſert their Confederates. 

« Nor is there any Reaſon for imagining that the other 
Princes who have incurred the ſame Obligations, will nc 
endeavour to perform their Promiſes ; it may be eafily con 
ceived that ſome of them are not able, at a ſudden Summons 


ſult of our Deliberations, and regulate their Conduct h out 


Example. 
Not that we ought to negle& dur Engagements, or en 
danger our Country, becauſe other Powers are either perk 


u 
f: 


that ſhould happen, which there is no Reaſon to ſuſpe®, 


tO y- | 
il the other Powers ſhould defert the Defence- of the Au- and 


and leave the Queen of Hungary to the Mercy of her Ene- 
nies, I would adviſe that Great Britain aJone ſhould pour 
ber Armies into the Continent, that ſhe ſhould defend her 
Ally againſt the moſt formidable Confederacy, and ſhew 
Mankind an Example of Conſtangy not to be ſhakenj and 
of Faith not to be violated. © A. n 

« If it be therefore our Duty to ſupport the Pragmatic 
danction, it is now the Fime for declaring our Reſolũtions, 
when the Imperial Crown is claimed by a Multitude of 
Competitors, among whom the Eleftor of Bavaria, a very 
powerful Prince, has, by his Miniſter, notified his Preten« 
ons to the Court of Great Britain. 2 

The antient Alliance between this Prince and the French 
is well known; nor can we doubt that he will not now im · 
plore their Aſſiſtance for the Attainment of the Throne to 
which he aſpires; and I need not ſay what may be expected 
from an Emperor whoſe Elevation was procured by the 
Forces of France. | T 

Nor is this the only Prince that claims the Imperial 
Crown upon plauſible Pretences, or whoſe Claims other 
Powers may combine to ſupport; it is well known that even 


the Spaniſh Monarch believes himſelf entitled to it, nor can 
eceive we, who. have no Communication with him, know whether 
2 Pow he has not declared, to all the other Princes of Europe, his 
of th Reſolution to aſſert his Claim. a 


* It is far from being im poſſible that the Pretenſions of 
the Houſe of Bourbon may be revived, and that tho' no fin- 
gle Prince of that Family ſhould attempt to mount the Im- 
perial Throne, they may all conſpire to diſmember the Em- 
main pire into petty Kingdoms, and free themſelves from the 
Dread of a formidable Neighbour, by erecting a Number of 
liminutive Sovereigns, who may be always courting the 
Aſitance of their Protectors, for the fake of harraſſing 
each other. ; ES 1 

Thus will the Houſe, by which Europe has been hitherto 
protected, fink into an empty Name, and we ſhall be left 
bo ſtand alone againſt all the Powers that profeſs a different 
agen, and whoſe Interelt is oppoſite to that of Great 
ritain, 93 

* We ought, indeed, to act with the utmoſt Vigour, when 
ve ſee one of the moſt powerful of the reformed Princes, ſo 
far forgetful of the Intereſt of our Religion, as to co- operate 
vu the Deſigns of France, and ſo intent upon improving 
the Opportunity of diſtreſſing the Houſe of Auſtria, a2 to 
teple& the common Cauſe, and expoſe himſelf cr his Poſte- 

2 rity 


had 5 * 
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frian Line, ſhould conſent to annul the Pragmatic Sanction, 1 
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4, Geo... rity to the Danger of becoming a Dependent on the Houſy 


Anno! b 
| II 1749. of Bourbon. | K 1 i ö 
| For this Reaſon I cannot agree that our Army, tho 
numerous and burdenſome, is greater than the Neceſy of 
Affairs requires: If we caſt our Eyes on the Continent, no. 


thing is to be ſeen but general Confuſion, powerful Armies 
in Motion, the Dominions of one Prince invaded, of an- 
other threatened, the Tamults of Ambition in one Place, 
and a panic Stillneſs in another. e 

„What will be the Event of theſe Commotions who can 
diſcover? And how can we know what may determine the 
Courſe of that Flood of Power, which is now in a State of 
Fluctuation, or ſeems driven to different Points by different 
Impulſes? How ſoon may the Dutch ſee their Barrier at- 
tacked, and call upon us for the 10,000 Men which we are 
obliged to ſend them? How ſoon may the Houſe of Auſtria 
be fo diſtreſſed as to require all our Power for its Preſerya- 
tion ? 1 1 

That we are to leave nothing unattempted for the Secu- 

rity of our own Religion and Liberty, will eaſily be granted, 
and, therefore, unleſs it can be proved that we may be equally 
ſecure, tho* the Houſe of Auſtria be ruined, it will neceſſa- 
rily follow, that we are, with all our Power, to enforce the 
Obſervation of the Pragmatic Sanction. 

© This is not an Act of romantic Generofity, but ſuch as 


the cloſeſt Attention to our own Intereſt ſhews to be neceſ- 
- ſary; in defending the Queen of Hungary we defeng our- 


ſelves, and only extinguiſh that Flame, by which, if it be 
ſuffered to ſpread, we ſhall ourſelves be conſumed. The 
Empire may be conſidered as the Bulwark of Great Britain, 
which, if it be thrown down, leaves us naked and defence- 
leſs. ; 5 
Let us thetefore confider our own Danger, and remem- 


ber, that while we are conſidering this Supply, we are deli- 


berating upon nothing leſs than the Fate of our Country.” 


Mr. Palteney, 
S1n, 


Mr. Pulteney. I am on this Occaſion of an Opinion different from that 


of the honourable Member who ſpoke the Second in this 
Debate, though on moſt Queſtions our Judgment has been 
the ſame. I am ſo far from ſeconding his Propoſal for de- 
laying the Conſideration of this Supply, that I think it may 
juſtly be enquired, Why it was not ſooner propoſed ? 

For the Support of the Houſe of Auſtria and the Aſſer- 
tion of the Pragmatic Sanction no Man can be more zeajous 


than myſelf; 1 am convinced how cloſely the Intereſt of this 
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Nation and that of the Auſtrian Family are united, and how 1 
70. 


much either muſt be endangered by the Ruin of the other, 


und therefore, I ſhall not delay, for a fingle Moment, my 
' Conſent to any Meaſures that may 're-eſtabliſh our Intereſt 


on the Continent, and reſcue Germany once more from the 
Jaws of France, | 

l am afraid that we haye Joſt part of our Influence in the 
neighbouring Countries, and that the Name of Great Britain 
is leſs formidable than heretofore ; but if tion is loſt, 
it is time to recover it, and I doubt not but it may be reco- 
rered by the ſame Means as it was at firſt obtained. Our 
Armies may be yet equally deſtruftive and our Money equally 
perſwa ſive. | . 
We have not yet ſuffer'd, amidſt all our MiſconduR, our 
naval Force to be diminiſhed ; our Sailors yet retain their an- 
cient Courage, and our Fleets are ſuffitient to keep their Do- 
minion of the Ocean, and preſcribe Limits to the Commerce 
of every Nation, While this Power remains unimpaired, 
while Great Britain retains her natural Superiority, and aſſerts 


the Honour of her Flag in every Climate, we cannot become 
deſpicable, nor ean any Nation ridicule our Menaces or ſcorn 


our Alliance, We may till extend our Influence to the In- 
ar Countries, and awe thoſe Nations which we cannot in- 
rade. 

To preſerve this Power, let us wateh over the Diſpoſal of 
our Money; Money is the Source of Dominion; thoſe Na- 
tions may be formidable for their Affluence which are not 
conſiderable for their Numbers; and hy a negligent Profu- 
lon of their Wealth, the moſt powerful People may languiſh 
into Imbecility, and fink into Contempt. 

* If the Grant which is now demanged will be ſufficient to 
produce. the Ends to which it is propoſed to be applied, if 
ve are aſſured of the proper Application of it, I ſhall agree 
to it without Heſitation. But though it cannot be affirmed 
that the Sum now demanded is too high à Price for the Li- 


erties of Europe, it is at leaſt more than ought to be ſquan- 


cered without Effect, aad we ought at leaſt to know before 
ve grant it what Advantages may be expected from it. 

* May not the Sum demanded for the Support of the Queen 
of Hungary be employed to promote wy different Intereſts ? 
May it not be laviſhed to ſupport that Power to which our 


Grants have too long contributed, that Power by which our- 
elves have been awed, and the Adminiſtration has tyrannized 
#ithout Controul ? 

* If this Sum is really intended to ſupport the Queen of 
Hungary, may we not enquire how it 1s to be employed 
ſor her Service? Js it to be ſent ber for the Payment of her 

1 Armies, 
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_ + Ann014, Geo Armies, and the Support of her Court? Should we not mare 
 _MAM,n&@ . effeQuually ſecure her Dominions by purchaſing with it the 
WY VV Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance of the King of Pruſſia, 4 Prince 
| whoſe Extent of Dominions and numerous Forces:make him 

net more formidable than his perſonal Qualities, - 
What may be hoped, Sir, from a Prince of Wiſdom and | 
Courage, at the Head of a Hundred and ten Thouſand regu. Wil | 
A lar Troops, with eight Millions in his Treaſury; how much 
he mult neceſſarily add to the Strength of — in which 
5 be ſhall engage, is unneceſſary to mention; it is evident, | 
| 


without Proof, that nothing could ſo much contribute to the 
Re-eſtabliſhment of the Houſe of Auſtria, as a, Reconciliation 
with this mighty Prince, and that to bring it to-paſs would 
be the molt effectual Method of ſerving the unfortunate 
_Qugen that requires our Aſſiſtance. ; 

« Why we ſhould deſpair, Sir, of ſuch a Reconciliation 
J cannot perceive; a Reconciliation equally conducive to the 
real Intereſt of both Parties. It may be proved, with very 
little Difficulty, to the King of Pruſſia, that he is now affitt. 
ing thoſe with whom Intereſts incompatible, and Religions 
irreconcilable, have ſet him at Variance, whom he can never 
ſee proſperous but by a Diminution of his own Greatneſs, and 
Who will always project his Ruin while they are enjoying 
the Advantages of his Victories. We may eaſily convince 
him, that their Power will ſoon become, by his Aſſiſtance, 
ſuch as be cannot hope to withſtand ; and ſhew from the Ex- 


amples of other Princes, how dangeraqus it is to add to the WW 4 
Strength of an ambitious Neighbour. We may ſhew hin 

how much the Fate of the Empire is now in his Hands, and c 

how much more glorious and more advatageous- it will be to Al 

preſerve it from Ruin, than to contribute to its Deſtruction. 5 

3 If, by ſuch Arguments, Sir, this potent Monarch can be m 

induced to act ſteadily in Defence of the common Cauſe, we of 
may once more ſtand at the Head of a Proteſtant Confede- 

racy, that may contract the Views and repreſs the Ambition p 

of the Houſe of Bourbon, and alter their Scheme of univer- 1 

ſal Monarchy into Ex pedients for the Defence of their Do- WW tio 

minions. | bet 

Hut in tranſacting theſe Affairs, let us not engage in 

any intricate Treaties, nor amuſe ourſelves with diſplaying WW e 

our Abilities for Negotiation ; Negotiation that fatal Art 1 

which we have learned as yet very imperſectly, and which we WW tic 

have never attempted to practiſe but to our own Loſs. While Wl ni 

we have been entangled in tedious Diſquiſitions, and retarded Fit 

by artful Delays, while our Commiſſaries have been debating ty 

about what was only denied, to produce Controverſies, and kn 


enquiring after that which bas been hid from them, 2 i 
a | 1 8 - CIV 
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| divert their Attention from other Queſtions, how many Op- Arno z, Cen. 
portunities have been loſt, and how often might we have ſe- IL. 1746. 
cured by War, what was, at a much greater Expence, loſt VX. 
by Treaties ? ?; I | | 
« Treaties, Sir, are-the Artillery of our Enemies, to which 
ve have nothing to oppoſe ; they are Weapons of which we 
know not the Uſe, and which we can only eſcape by not 
coming Within their Reach. I know not by what Fatality 
it is, that to treat and to be cheated, are, with regard to Bri- 
uin, Words of the ſame Signification 3 nor do | intend, by 
this Obſervation, to aſperſe the Characters of particular Per- 
ſons ; for Treaties, by whomſoever carried on; have ended 
always with the ſame Succeſs. 
« It is Time, therefore, to know, at length, our Weak- 
eſs and our Strength, and to reſolve no longer to put our- 
elves voluntarily into the Power of our Enemies: Our Troops 
have always been our ableſt Negotiators, and to them it has 
teen, for the moſt Part, neceſſary at laſt to refer our Cauſe, 
Let us then always preſerve our martial Character, and 
regle&t the Praiſe of political Cunning; a Quality which, I 
believe, we ſhall never attain, and which, if we could obtain, 
would add nothing to our Honour, Let it be the Practice of 
britons to declare their Reſolutions without Reſerve, and 
xdhere to them in Oppoſition to Dangers z let them be am- 
biious of no other Elogies than thoſe which may be gained 
ty Honeſty and Courage, nor will they then ever find their 
Allies diffident, or their Enemies contemptuous. | 
By recovering and aſſerting this Character we may be- 
come once more the Arbiters of Europe, and be courted by 
ll the Proteſtant Powers as their Protectors; we may once 
nore ſubdue the Ambition of the aſpiring French, and once 
nore deliver the Houſe of Auſtria from the inceſſant Purſuit 
of thoſe reſtleſs Enemies. 2 
The Defence of that illuſtrious Family, Sir, has always 
peared to me, ſince I ſtudied the State of Europe, the 
uvariable Intereſt of the Britiſh Nation, and our Obliga- 
tons to ſupport it, on this particular Occaſion, have already 
ben ſufficiently explained. | N 
* Whence it proceeds, Sir, that thoſe who now ſo zealouſly 
thouſe the Auſtrian Intereſt, have been ſo plainly forgetful 
of it on other Occaſions, I cannot determine. That Trea- 
tes have been made very little to the Advantage of that Fa- 9 
dily, and that its Enemies have been ſuffered to inſult it 
ithout Oppoſition, is well known, nor was it long ago that 
twas debated in this Houſe, whether any Money ſhould be 
tit to the late Emperor. — 
No public or private Character can be ſupported, no 
Vor VII. N Enemy 
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Amo 14,Geo. Enemy, Sir, can be intimidated, nor any Friend: confirmed 
1. % in his Adherence, but by a ſteady and conſiſtent ConduR, by 
V propoing in all our Actions ſuch Ends as may be openly 
avowed, and by purſuing them without Regatd to tempo- 
- rary . Inconveniencies, or petty Obſtacles, | 
Such Conduct, Sir, I would. gladly recommend on the 
preſent Occaſion, on which I ſhould be far from-adviſing 
faint, an irreſolute, or momentary Aſſiſtance, ſuch Supplies 
as declare Diffidence in our own Strength, or a mean lacli. 
nation to pleaſe contrary Parties at the ſame time, to per- 
form our Engagements with the Queen, and continue our 
Friendſhip with France. It is, in my Opinion, proper to 
eſpoule our Ally with the Spirit of a Nation that ex 
her Deciſions to be ratified, that holds the Balance of the 
World in her Hand, and can beſtow Conqueſt and Empire 
at her Pleaſure. A | 
« Yet, Sir, it cannot be denied that many powerful Rea- 
ſons may bs brought againſt any new Occafion-of Expence; 
nor is it without Horror and Aſtoniſhment that any Man, 
converſant in political Calculations, can confider the enor- 
mous Profuſion of the national Treaſure. In the late dread- 
ful Confuſion of the World, when the Ambition of France 
had ſet half the Nations of the Earth on Flame, when we 
ſent our Armies to the Continent, and fought the genera 
Quarre! of Mankind, we paid during the Reigns of King 
William, and his great Succeſſor, Reigns of which eve 
Summer was diſtinguiſhed by ſome important Action, but 
four Millions Yearly. | * 
But our Preparations for the preſent War, in whic 
. ſcarcely a ſingle Ship of War has been taken, or a fing 
\ Fortreſs laid in Ruins, have brought upon the Nation an Ex 
11 pence of five Millions. So much more are we now obligec 
G to pay to amuſe the weakeſt, than formerly to ſubdue th 
#71 | moſt powerful of our Enemies. E 
| | « Frugality, which is always prudent, is, at this Time, Sir 
| indiſpenſable, when War, dreadful as it is, may be termed th 
lighteſt of our Calamities, when the Seaſons have dilap 
pointed us of Bread, and an univerſal Scarcity afflids th 
Nation. Every Day brings us Accounts from different Part 
of the Country, and every Account is a new Evidence of th 
general Calamity, of the Want of Employment for the Poor 
and its neteflary Conſequence, the Want of Food. 

Ne that is ſcarce able to preſerve. himſelf, cannot be ex 
peed to aſſiſt others; nor is that Money to be 
foreign Powers, which is wanted for the Support of our Fe 
Jow-Subje&s, who are now languiſhing with Diſeaſes, bie 

unaccuſtomed Hardſhips, and unwholſome e wo 
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hn. ib 
Let us not add to the Miſeries of Famine the Mortifi- 
ations of Inſult and Neglect; let uur Country men, at leaſt, 
livide our Care with our Allies; and, while we form Schemes 
for ſuccouring the Queen of Hungary, let us endeavour” to 
ileviate neafer Diſtreſſes, and prevent or pacify domeſtic 
Diſcontents. | Sms 
« If there be any Man whom the Sight of Miſery cannot 
nove to Compaſſion, who can hear the Complaints of Want 
nithout Sympathy, and fee the general Calamity- of his 
Country without employing one Hour on Schemes for its 
telief: Let not that Ls Fon to boaſt of Integrity, Fide- 
ly or Honour; let him not preſume tp recommend the 
reſervation of our Faith, or Adherence to our Confede- 
nes; that Wretch can have no real Regard to any moral 
(bligation, who has forgotten thoſe firſt Duties which Na- 
ure impreſſes ; nor can he that negle&s the Happineſs of 
tis Country, recommend any good Action for a good Reaſon. 

It ſhould be conſidered, Sir, that we can only be uſeful 
pour Allies, and formidable to our Enemies, by being una- 
imous and mutually confident of the good Intentions of 
ach other, and that nothing but a ſteady Attention to the 
wblic Welfare, a conſtant Readineſs to remove Grievances, 
nd an apparent Unwillingneſs to impoſe new Burthens, can 
jroduce that Unanimity. | | 5 

As the Clauſe is therefore neceſſarily to precede the 
tet; as foreign Influence is the Conſequence of Happi- 
els at Home, let us endeavour to eſtabliſh that Alacrity and 
ecurity that may animate the People to aſſert their antient 
uperiority to other Nations, and reſtore that Plenty which 
ty raiſe them above any Temptation to repine at Aſſiſt- 
nce given to our Allies. 

No Man, Sir, can very ſollicitouſly watch over the Wel 
we of his Neighbour, whoſe Mind is depreſſed by Poverty, 
r diſtracted by Terror, and when the Nation ſhall ſee us 
xious for the Preſervation of the Queen of Hungary, and 
uconcerned about the Wants of our Fellow-Subjetts ; what 
a be imagined, but that we have ſome Method of exempt- 
lp ourſelves from the common, Diſtreſs, and that we regard 
Wt the public Miſery when we do not feel it? 5 


dir Robert Walpole. | 
dI R, * 


u 2 


lrought upon them, while we are providing againſt diſtant Anno 14, Geog 
Dangers, and bewailing the Diſtreſſes of the Houſe of Ay- 9 . R 


It is always proper for every Man to lay down ſome gir Rober 
kiuciples upon which he K ( 
or | 


Anno 14, Geo or private that he may not be always wayering, uncertain, 


II. 1740. 
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and irreſolute ; that his Adherents may know what they are U 
to expect, and his Adverſaries be able to tell why they are 


oppoſed. 5 t 
« It is neceſſary, Sir, even for his own ſake, that he may Wl * 

not be always ſtruggling with himſelf ; that he may know k 

his own Determinations, and enforce them by the Reaſons 4 

which bave prevailed upon him to form them ; that he may 

not argue in the ſame Speech to contrary Purpoſes, and weary p 

the Attention of his Hearers with Contraſts and Antitheſes. It 

When a Man admits the Neceſſity of granting a Sup. ſy 
ply, expatiates upon the Danger that may bo produced by b 
retarding it, declares againſt the leaſt Delay, however ſpeci- c 
ouſly propoſed, and inforces the Arguments which have Bo 
already offered to ſhew how much it is our Duty and Intereſt Wl ? 
to allow it; may it not reaſonably be imagined that he in- N 
tends to promote it, and is endeavouring to convince them of il U 
that Neceſſity of which he ſeems himſelf convinced? 

But when the ſame Man proceeds to diſplay, with equal 4 
Eloquence, the preſent Calamities of the rh and tells, Wl t 
to how much better Purpoſes the Sum, thus demanded, may fo 
be applied; when he dwells upon the Poſſibility that an im- Y 
politic Ule may be made of the national Treaſure; and Wil 7: 
hints, that it may be aſked for one Purpoſe and employed to 
another, what can be collected from his Harangue, however 
elegant, entertaining and pathetic } How can his true Opi- a 
nion be diſcovered ? Or how ſhall we fix ſuch fogitye Res-! 
ſonings, ſuch variable Rhetoric ? e H 

I am not able, Sir, to diſcern, why Truth ſhould be ob- 
ſcur'd; or why any Man ſhould take Pleaſure in heaping to- 
gether all the Arguments that his Knowledge may ſupply, or C 
his Imagination ſuggeſt, againſt a Propoſition which he can- D 
not deny. Nor can L afiign any good Purpoſe that can be ne 
promoted by perpetual Renewals of Debate, and by a Repe 
tition of Objections, which have in former Conferences, o a 
the ſame Occaſion, been found of little Force. ; 

When the Syſtem of Affairs is not fully laid open, anal C 
the Schemes are in part unknown, it is eaſy to raiſe Objectionꝗ f 
formidable in Appearance, which perhaps cannot be anſ{wereall n 
till the Neceſſity of Secrecy is taleen away. When any ge 

. neral' Calamity has fallen upon a Nation, it is a very fruittul 8 
Topic of Rhetoric, and may be very pathetically exagge- 
rated, upon a thouſand Occaſions to which it has no neceſſar e 
Relation. N Pa 

such in my Opinion, Sir, is the Uſe now made of th 
preſent Scarcity ; a Misfortune inflicted upon us by the Hang gi 
of Providence alone; not upon us only, but upon all the Naß de 


tion- 


. 
ons on this fide of the Globe; many of which ſuffer more, Anno 1% Geo. 
hut none leſs than ourſelves. II. 1742. . 
« If atſuch a Time, it is more burthenſome to the Nation 
o raiſe Supplies, it muſt be remembered, that it is in Propor- | 
ion difficult ro other Nations to oppoſe thoſe Meaſures for 7 
which the Supplies are granted; and that the ſame Sum is of 
greater Efficacy in Times of Scarcity chan of Plenty. 
Our preſent Diſtreſs will, I hope, ſoon be at End; and 
perhaps a few Days may produce at leaſt ſome Alteration. 


© Ul |: is not without Reaſon, that I expe&t the News of ſome 
Sup- ſucceſs ful Attempts in America, which will conviace the Na- 
d by ton, that the Preparations for War have not been idle Shews 


contrived to produce unneceſſary Expences, 


me In the mean time, it is neceſſary that we ſupport that 
tereſt WJ Power which may be able to aſſiſt us againſt France, the only 
e in. Nation from which any Danger can threaten us, even 
m of WE though dur Fleet in America ſhould be unſucceſsful. | 


« If we defeat the Spaniards, we may aſſiſt the Houſe of 
Auſtria without Difficulty, and if we fail in our Attempts, 
heir Alliance will be more neceſſary, The Sum demanded 
for this important Purpoſe, cannot be cenſured as exorbitant, 


7 — jet will, I hope, be ſufficient: If more ſhould hereafter ap- 
and pear neceſſary, I doubt not but it will be granted.” 
ed to The Queſtion then paſſed- without farther Oppoſition, 


The 14th. Received the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution Votes on the 
on the Supply, viz. Reſolved, That 300,000 J. be granted Supply. 
his Majeſty to enable him effectually to ſupport the Queen of 
Hungary, and to prevent the Subverſion of the Houſe of 


ze ob- Auſtria, &c. | 
ng to- That 75,9521. 7s. 44 + be granted for defraying the 
ply, or Charge of 6000 Heſſians, from the 25th March to the 25th of 


December, 1741 ; as alſo 30, 205 J. 14s. 7 d. for Levy Mo- 
xy remaining unpaid for. 

That 49,608 J. 65. 1 4. be granted for what remains pay- 
ible of the Subſidy for the ſaid 6000 Heſſians. | 

That 69,841 J. 55. 4d. + be granted for defraying the 
Charge of 6000 Danes, from the 25th of March to the 25th 
ak December, 1741; as alſo 25,875 J. for Levy Money re- 
mining unpaid for. 

That 44,569 J. $5. 1 4. be granted for what remains pay- 
ble of the Subſidy for che ſaid oO Danes. 

That 36,1571. 19s. 1 4. 4 be granted for ſeveral extra- 
irdinary Expences incurred 1740, and not provided for by 
larliament. * 


of thi That 53,995 J. 13 s. 4 4. be granted for maintaining a Re- 
e Hanq i bment of Foot raiſed in America, canſiſting of 36 Compa- 
he Na ues for 1741, = TW. | b 1 

tion· > That 


hap 4, Go That 11,611 J. 13s. 44. be granted for the Charg e of 
K 1740 ſeveral Officers appointed to go with the Forces on board 
ue Fleet under Lord Cathcart. | 


Ways and 
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That 1277 4 105. be granted for the Charge of the Staff. 
Officers appointed to attended the Hofpital eſtabliſhed for the 
Expedition under Lord Cathcart, 1 

That 29,3004. 7s. 6d. be granted on Account, for re- 
duced Officers of the Land Forces and Marines for 1541. 

That 4126/7. be granted for paying of Penſions to the 
Widowy of Reduced Officers of the Land Forces and Ma. 
rines. dt 
That 6249 J 165. 44. three Farthings, be granted to 
make good the Loſs ſuſtained by ſeveral Merchants, and by 
the Officers of the Six new-raiſed Independant Companies of 
Foot in Jamaica, by the Failure of Mr, Henry Popple, his 
Majeſty's Agent to the ſaid Companies. | 

That 816 J 175 44. three Farthings, be granted ta 
Richard Fitz-william Eſq; Captain of an Independant Com- 
pany of Foot in New Providence, to make good the Loſs he 
ſuſtained by the Failure of Mr. Papple. 

That 650 J. be granted to make good a Loſs ſuſtained by 
the Receiver General of Scotland, by the Failure of Mr, 
Popple “. 7 
That 20, ooo J. be granted for re-eſtabliſhing the Sufferers 

by Fire at Charles-Town in South-Carolina. f 
The 15th. In a Committee, went thro' the Bill for Con- 
viction of Perſons returning from Tranſportation, with ſe- 
veral Amendments . | 
In a Committee, went thro' the Bill for Conviction of 
Perſons returning from Tranſportation, with ſeveral Amend- 
ments Þ. | 
The 16th. Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday*s Reſolu- 
tion, in a Committee on Ways and Means, viz, Reſolyed, 
That the Sum of one Million be granted to his Majelty, 
out of the Surpluſſes and Exceſſes of the Sinking-Fund. 
That towards raiſing the Supply, there be iſſued and ap- 
plied the Sum of 11,434 J. 45. now remaining in the Ex- 
chequer, reſerved to be diſpoſed of by Parliament. 

That the Sum of 39,5887, 10s. 10 d. three Farthings, 

now remaining in the Exchequer, being the Overplus of the 
| Grants 
: — — — — 

* This Reſolution was agreed to, on @ Divifion, Ayes 92, 
Noes 65. 

＋ 1 Clauſe was added for puniſbing Perſons, abo ſhall 

bring any Inſtrument or Arms into @ Priſon, in order to Facili- 
tate the Eſcape of Priſoners confined therein. N 
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Grants for 1740, be iſſued and applied towards waking good Anno 14, Gow 
the Supply granted in this Seſſion of Parliament. Ordered in a II 17 


gil accordingly. Ordered, That a Clauſe be inſerted in the 
p11, for allowing a Drawback of all Duties on ſuch Coals, as 
hall be uſed in the working Fire-Engines for draining Tin 
and Cones Mines in Cornwall. © | 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for Convidtion of Perſons 
returning from Tranſportation. Ordered it to be ingroſſed. 
The 17th. Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill for 
Conviction of Offenders tranſported, unlawfully returning to 
Great Britain, or Ireland, c. Ordered it to the Lords. 

Read a firſt Time, a Bill for granting to His Majeſty, a 
certain Sum out of the Sinking-Fund, and applying other 
Gums towards the Supply of the Year 1741; for other 
Purpoſes therein mentioned. | | 

The 18th.. Read a ſecond Time, the Sinking-Fund Bill. 

The 2oth. In a grand Committee, went thro*the Sinking- 
Fund Bill, with ſeveral Amendments. 

The 21ſt, Agreed to the Report of the Sinking Fund 
pill. Ordered it to be ingroſſed. | | 

The 22d. Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill fo" 
ranting to his Majeſty, one Million out of the Sinking- 


— 


Fund, and 51,0227. 145. 10 4. three Farthings, out of the Rh anne 


Exchequer, for 1741. Ordered it to the Lords. 


and gave the Royal Aſﬀent to, | 

1. An Act for granting to his Majeſty a certain Sum out 
of the Sinking-Fand, and applying other Sums towards the 
dupply _ the Year 1741, and for the other Purpoſes therein 
mentioned, 
. 5 An Act for opening a Trade to andfrom Perfia thro? 

a, K | 

3. An Act for the Encouragement and Increaſe of Seamen, 
ud for the better and ſpeedier Manning his Majeſty's Fleet. 
4. An Act for reſtraining and preventing ſeveral anwar- 
nntable Schemes and Undertakings in America. 
5 >; Act for the Preſervation of the public Roads in 

gland. IMO Ls 

b. An Act for ſarveying the chief Ports and Headlands 
on the Coaſt of Great Britain and Ireland, and the Iſlands 
ad Plantations thereto belonging, for the more exact De- 
termination of the Longitude and Latitude thereof. 

7. An A to enable the Commiſſioners for building Weſt- 
—_—— to raiſe a further Sum towards finiſhing the 

e, &c. 


And to one other public, and two private Ads. 


given to 


The 25th. His Majeſty came to the Houſe of Peers, ral Bill. 


| 


1 


N. Anno 14 Geo. Aſter which, his Majeſty put an End 60 the Seſſion, with | 


— 17409. a molt gracious 9 trom the a „n 9 | 
* My Lords and Gentlemen, 4 i 
« The Zeal and Diſpatch, with which you have * 

thro* the public Buſineſs, during the Courſe of this ee, 

are undeniable Proofs of your ſteady Regard to the Welfare 

of your Country, and conſequently the moſt acceptable Teſ. 

timonies of your Duty and Affection to me. The powerful 

Aſſiſtanee, which you have given me for carrying on the 

Juſt and neceſſary War, in which I am engaged; is the beſt 

Means of reducing our Enemies to Reaſon ; and the Vigour 


and Earneſtneſs, z“ have ſo ſeaſonably ſhewn for the 


Defence of the Houſe of Auftria, and the Maintenance of the g 

Ballance and Liberties of Europe, muſt give the greateſt En. / 

couragement to our Friends. Theſe are the Methods to ſe- 

cure to this Nation that Weight and Influence abroad, which Wl 

its natural Strength and Situation entitle it to.“ , 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, ; 

It is with particular Satisfaction, I acknowledge your . 
Readineſs and Application, in raiſing the e for the Ser- ' 
vice of the current Year ; which you have done with ſo jult E 
a Regard to tlie preſent Exigencies of the Public, as ſhews 
you to be the true Repreſentatives of my faithful Commons,” f 

My Lords and Gentlemen, . 

« T cannot part with this Parliament, without publicly 
returning you my Thanks, for the many eminent Inſtances WW - 
which you have given me, of your Fidelity and Affection 
to my Perſon and Government; your fixed Reſolution to Wl I. 
maintain the Proteſtant Succeſſion iv my Family; and your 
unſhaken Adherence to the true Intereſt of your Country. p 
You have, with the moſt becoming Spirit and Firmneſs, ex- 
erted youſelves in vindicating and efending the Honour of 5 
my Crown, and the undoubted Rights of Navigation and 
Commerce belonging to my Subjects; and enabled me to Will 1 

: revenge theſe Wrongs and Inſults, which, contrary to the 
= Faith of Treaties, had been committed againſt both. In ſo Wl p, 
= critical a Conjuncture, you have ſupported the national Cre- 
= | dit, and ſtrengthened the Hands of my Government, to 2 r. 
| Degree exceeding the Expectations of thoſe, who wiſhed | 
well to us; and to the manifeſt Diſappointment of ſuch, 25 Wl 1; 
| _ envied our Proſperity. At the ſame Time, you have de- | 
monſtrated to all the World, that Great Britain is in 2 . 
Condition, not only to defend herſelf, but alſo to afford a 
due Suppart to her Allies, and the common Cauſe of Europe. Th 


As ſuch a Conduct muſt give a laſting Reputation to this 
5 | Parliament, 
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?.rliament, ſo it will be the SabjeR of Emulation to thofe Ale 


which ſhall come after! it 


LU 


'«« I will immediately give the neceſſary Orders fot calling g 


1 new. Parliament, There is not any thing I ſet fo high 
Value upon, as the Love and Affection of my People; Ta 
which I have ſo entire a Confidence, that it is with great 
$:ti;faction, I ſee this Opportunity put into their Hands, of 
ging me freſh Proofs of it, in the Choice of their Repre- 
ſentatives. , | g * rere, 

« On the preſent Eſtabliſhment depends the Continuance 
of our excellent Conſtitution in Church and State; and in 
this Conſtitation conſiſts the Security of the preſent Eftabliſh- 
ment: Nothing can hurt the one, that will not, in pro- 
portion, undermine and, weaken the other, For my Part, 
the uniform Preſervation of both, and the Maintenanee of the 
xligious-and civil Rights of all my Subjects, have been, and 
ever ſhall be, my conſtant Care. Thoſe who diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by. perſevering in theſe Principles, ſhall always 
ind my Countenance and Favour ; and, by invariably pur- 
ſuing theſe wiſe and honeſt Meaſures, we may entertain the 
belt grounded Hopes, that, under the Protection of the Di- 
nine Providence, the Happineſs of Great Britain will be per» 
petuated to Poſterity. “ ; 


Slate of the National Debt, 


1 | $. &; 
The Amount of the National Debt on > a SE, 
December 313 1997, % -$ 479295809 195 
lacreaſed between Decem. 31, 1737 [aids bh <a} 
and December 31, 1738. N 83,000 7 0 
Paid off within the ſaid Time 1,171,040 0 © 


FORE 1 


n a — 
The Amount of the National Debt 
on December 31, 1738, was : 
Increaſed between Decem. 31, 1738, 
and December 31, 1739, Nil, c ; 
Paid off within the ſaid Time 184,883 6 8 
| 5 


46, 314.829 10 t 


The Amount of the National Debt | 
on December 31, 1739, was $46, 129,949 3 3 
lereaſed between Decem. 31, 1739, t 
and December 31, 1740, Nil. b- 26 
Pad off within the ſaid Time | 186,000 o © 


The Amount of the National Debt bus 


on December 34, 1740, was $45 943,946 3 3 
Yor, VII. | & &-:= | Pan- 
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upon the Bill now before us, I cannot yet conceive it 

ſuch as can benefit the Nation, or ſuch as will not 
far greater Inconveniencies than thoſe which it is intended 
to obviate, and therefore as thoſe Incotveniences may be 
prevented by other Means, I cannot but declare that I am 
| far from approving it. pat | 1 
1 Our Anceſtors, Sir, have always thought it the great 
0 Buſineſs of this Houſe to watch againſt the Encroachments 
= of the Prerogative, and to prevent any Increaſe of the 
= - Power of the Miniſter, and the Members have always been 
= confidered as more faithful to their Truſt, and more properly 
o the Repreſentatives of the People; in Proportion as they 
0 have conſidered this great End with more ion, and 
= N proſecuted it with more invariable Reſolution. If we en- 
| * into the different Degrees of Reputation, which the 
veral Aſſemblies of Members have obtained, and conſider 
why ſome are remembered with Reverence and Gratitude, 
and others never mentioned but with Deteſtation and Con- 
tempt, we ſhall always find that their Conduct, with regard 
to this ſingle Point, has produced their Renown or their In- 

- famy. Thoſe are always by the general Suffrage of Man- 
kind applauded as the Patrons of their Country, who have 
ſtruggled with the Influence of the Crown, and thoſe con- 
demned as Traytors, who have either promoted it by unrea- 
ſonable Grants, or ſeen it increaſe þy flow Degrees without 
Reſiſtance, | | 1 


Feſſon, which did not occur in 

* a | 1 
Or der of Time. 1 - 
The DEBATE on the Corn-Bill, which was brought r 

min November 20, and paſſed December 24. 
. 1 k 
Mr. Pulteney. | 1 
8 IR, 5 
10 
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Mr. Pulteney. 112 all the Attention which has been beſtowed 
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+ It has not indeed, Sir, 


: . di 
ni 
ings, and of embarraſhag the « again Wi 
helles, and Impeachments, 


They were under a Neceſſity in thoſe Times of pro. 
noting their Schemes, thoſe Schemes which ſcarcely any 
Miniſter has forborn to. adopt, by more ſecret, artful, and 
flent Methods: by Methods of diverting the Attention of the 
Public to other Objects, and of making inviſible Approaches 
o the Point in View, while they ſeemed to direc all their 
Endeavours to different P | | 

But ſuch, Sir, have begn the Proofs of implicite Conf. 
lence, which the Adminiſtration has received from this 
Houſe, that it is now common to demand unlimitted Powers, 
id to expect Confidence without Reſtriction ; to require an 
inmediate Poſſeſſion of our Eftates by a Vote of Credit, or 
he ſole Direction of our Trade by an AR for prohibiting, 


ring thejr Pleaſure, the Bxpertatiqn of (he Produce of our 
8. | 


Upon what Inſtances of uncommon Merit, of Regard 
b the public Proſperity, unknown in former Times, or of 
Dicernment ſuperior to that of their moſt celebrated Prede- 
eſſors, the preſent Miniſters found their new Claims to Sub- 
niſion and to Truſt, I am indeed at a loſs ta diſcover ; for, 
lowever Mankind may have determined concerning the Inte- 
pity of thoſe by whom the late memorable Convention was 
muſacted, defended, and confirmed, I know not that their 
Vidom has yet appeared by any inconteſtable or manifeſt 
Lridence, which may ſet their Abilities above Queſtion, and 
ix their Reputation for Policy out of the Reach of Cenſure 
ud Enquiries, | | 

The only AQ, Sir, by which it can be diſcqvered that 
bey have any Degree of Penetration proportionable to their 
lnploy ments, is the Embargo lately laid upon Proviſions in 
leland, by which our Enemies have been timely hindered 
bom furniſhing themſelves from our Dominions with Neceſ- 
wies for their Armies and their Navies, and our Fellow- 
lbjefts have been reſtrained from g themſelves to 


de Miſeries of Famine, by yielding to the Temptation of 
reſent Profit ; a Temptation generally ſa powerful as to pre- 
al over any diſtant Intereſt. pare | 

hut as nothing is more contrary to my natural Diſpoſi- 
wn, or more unworthy of a Member of this Houſe than 
Flattery, 


X x 2 


* 
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Flattery, T cannot affirm that I aſcribe this uſefül Bxpedity} 
wholly to the Sagacity or the Caution of the Miniſtry,” nor 
can T attribute all the happy Effects produced by it to their 
benign Solititude for the public Welfare 
I am inclined to believe that this Step was adviſed 
thoſe who were proinpted to conſider its Importance by Mo. 
tives more prevalent than that of public Spirit; and that the 
Defire of Profit, which has ſp often diftated pernicious Mea, 
ſures, has for once produced, in return, an Expedſent juſt and 
beneficial ; and ir has for once, luckily fallen out, that ſome 
of the Friends of the Adminiſtration have diſcovered that 
the public Intereſt was combined with their own.” + © 
It is highly probable, Sir, that the Contractors for ſup- 
plying che Navy with Proviſions, conſidering with that A- 
cuteneſs which a quick Senſe of Loſs and Gain always pro- 
duces, how much the Price of Victuals would be raiſed by 
Exportation, and by Conſequence how much of the'Advan. 
tage of their Contracts would be diminiſhed, ſuggeſted to 
the Miniſtry the Neceſſity of an Embargo, and laid before 
them thoſe Arguments which their own Obſervation and 
Wiſdom would never have diſcoveredc. 
Thus, Sir, the Miniſters in that Inftance of their Con. 
duct, on which their political Reputation muſt be founded, 
can claim perhaps no higher Merit, than that of attendin 
to ſuperior Knowledge of complying with good Advice 
when it was offered, and of not reſiſting Demonſtrat ion when 
it was laid before them. | | 3 9 
- © But as I would never afcribe to one Man the Merit of 
another, I ſhould be equally unwilling to detract from due 
Commendations, and ſhall therefore freely admit, that not ta 
reject good Council is a Degree of Wiſdom, at which! 
could not expect that they by whom the Convention was 
concluded would ever have arrived. © 00 

But whatever Proficiency they may have made in the 
Art of Government fince that celebrated Period, however 
they may have increaſed their 'Maxims of domeſtic'Policy, 
or improved their Knowledge of foreign Affairs, I cannot 
but confeſs myſelf till inclined to ſome Degree of Suſpt 
cion, nor can prevail upon myſelf to ſhur my Eyes and deli. 
yer up the Public and myſelf implicitly to their Direction. 

« Their Sagacity, Sir, may perhaps of late have received 
fome Improvements from longer Experience; and with re- 
| Bard to their Integrity, 1 believe at leaſt that it is not much 
diminifhed ; and yet [ cannot forbear aſſerting the Right o 
jodging for myſelf, and of determining according to the 
Evidence that ſhall be brought before mm 7 


(34 ) 

I have hitherto a an Oj that for this 
furpoſe only we are deputed by our - when who, if 
they had repoſed no Confidence in our Care and Abilities; 
yould have given up long ſince the vexatious Right of con- 


ed by eing. for the Choice of Repreſeqtatives, They would 
Mo. WY hve furbiſhed the Miniſtry with general Powers to act for 
it the WY (beim, and ſat at Eaſe with no other Regard to public Mea- 
Mea. bes than might incite them to - animate” with their Ap- 
| and WY plauſes the laudable Endeayours' of their profound, their 
ſome WY diligent, and their 4 Governors. 

that As I do not therefore check any Suſpicions in my own 

50 Mind, I ſhall not eaſily be reſtramed from uttering them, 
- ſop- becauſe I know not how I ſhall: benefit my Country, or aſſiſt 
it A- zer Councils by ſilent Meditations. I cannot; Sir, but ob- 

f frve that the Powers conferred”by this Bill upon the Admi- 

4b iſtration are larger than the Nation can fafely repoſe in any 
dvan- Body of Men, and with which no Man, who confiders to 
d to what Purpoſes they may be employed, will think it conveni- 
efore ent to inveſt the Negotiators of the Convention. 
n and Nor da my ObjeQions to this Act ariſe wholly from my 
pb. Apprehenſtons of their Conduct. who are intruſted with the 
Con. Execution of it, but from my Reflections on the Nature of 
nded, Trade, and the Conduct of thoſe Nations who are moſt cele- 
ding brated for commercial Wiſdom. | 
dvice « It is well known, Sir, how difficult it is to turn Trade 
when hck into its ancient Channel, when it has by any means 

deen diverted from it, and how often a profitable Traffic has 
Tit of been lolt for ever, by a ſhort Interruption, or temporary Pro- 
due tidicion, The Reſentment of diſappointed Expectations, 
not ta nclines the Buyer to ſeek another Market, and the Civility 
ich 1 to which his new Correſpondents are incited by their own 
n was Interett, detains him, till thoſe by whom he was formerly 
* applied, having no longer any Vent for their Products or 
in the their Wares, employ their Labours on other Manufactures. 


or cultivate their Lands for other Purpoſes, 
tus, Sir, if thoſe Nations who have hitherto been ſupplyed 
with Corn from Great Britain, ſhould find a Method of pur- 


Suſpi- chaſing it from Denmark, or any other of the Northern 
deli. Regions, we may hereafter.'ſee our Grain rotting in our 
ion. dtore houſes, and be burthened with Proviſions which we can 
eived either conſume ourſelves, nor ſell to our Neighbours. 

h re- The Dutch, whoſe Knowledge of the Importance or Skill 
much mn the Arts of Commerce will not be queſtioned, are ſo care - 


{ul to preſerve the Inlets of Gain from Obſtruction, that they 
make no ſcruple of ſupplying their Enemies with their Com- 
modities, and have been known to ſell ar Night thoſe Bul⸗ 


lets which were next 2 to be T againſt them. 


Wiens 


Mr. Pelham. 


e 

« Whether their Example, Sir, deſerves our Imitation l 
am notable to determine, but it ought at leaſt to he conſidered 
whether their Conduct was rational or not, and whethet they 
did not, by a preſent Evil, enſure an Advantage which over. 
balanced it. | 7 

There are doubtlefF, Sir, ſometimes ſuch Exigencies az 
require to be complied with at the hazard of future Profit, but 
I am not certain that the Scarcity which is feared. or felt at 
preſent, is to be numbered among them; but however for. 
midable it may be thought, there is ſurely no need of a new 
Law to provide againſt it; For it is one of thoſe extraordi. 


| nary Incidents, on Which the King has the Right of ex. 


erting extraordinary Powers. On Occaſions, like this the 
Prerogative has heretofore operated very eſſectually, and [ 
know not that the Law has ever reſtrained it... 

« It is therefore, Sir, in my Opinion, moſt prudent to de. 
termine nothing in ſo dubious a Queſtion, and rather to aft u; 
the immediate Occafion ſhall require, than proſecute any cer. 
tain Method of proceeding, or eſtabliſh any Precedent by an 
Act of the Senate. | Lok | 

« Toreſtrain that Commerce by which the Neceſſaries of 

Life are diſtributed in a very bold Experiment, and ſuch as 
once produced an Inſurrection in Turkey, that terminated 
in the Depoſition of one of their Monarchs. 

I therefore willingly confeſs, Sir, that I know not how 
to conclude : I am unwilling todeprive the Nation of Bread, 
or to ſupply our Enemies with Strength to be exerted again} 
ourſelves ; but I am on the other hand afraid to reſtrain 
Commerce, and to truſt the Authors of the Conyention. 

Mr. Henry Pelham, | 

S IX, | * 

I am always in expeQation of Improvement and Inſtrue- 
tion when that Gentleman engages in any Diſcuffion of na- 
tional Queſtions, on which he is equally qualified to judge by 
his great Abilities and long Experience, by that Popularity 


wich enables him to ſound. the Sentiments of Men of dif. 


| illuſtrating the Queſtion before us.) 


derent Intereſis, and that Intelligence which extends his 
Views to diſtant Parts of the World ; but on this Occaſion I 
have found my ExpeRations fruſtrated, for he has enquired 
without making any Diſcovery, and harangued withouj 


* 


« He has ſatisfied himſelf, Sir, with declaring his Suſpici- 
ons, without condeſcending to tell us what Deſigns or what 
Dangers he apprehends. To fear without being able to ſhew 
the Object of our Terrors, is the laſt, the moſt deſpicable 
Degree of Cowardice ; and to ſuſpect without knowing the 
Foundation of our own Suſpicions is ſurely a Proof of a * 
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# Mind, Which would not be applauded'on'common Oc- 
afons, and ſuch as no Man but a Patriot would venture to 

nfeſs. * | | ed 2.46 
". He has indeed;'Sir; utterid ſome very ingenious Conceits 

won the late Convention, has alluded to it with great Luxu- 
ies as nancy of Fancy, and Elegance off Diction; and I muſt at leaſt 
t, buy WWW confeſs that, whatever may be its Effects upon the Intereſt of 
elt at de Nation, it has to him been very beneficial ; as it has ſup- 
r for. WY died him with a Subject of Raillery when other Topics be- 
| new gan to fail him, and given rtunity for the Exerciſe of 
ordi- dat Wit which began to languiſh for want of Employment. 
f ex- What Connection his wonderful Sagacity has diſcovered 
s the tween the Convention and a Corn bill, I cannot yet fully 
ad onprehend, but have too bigh an Opinion of his Abilities 
w imagine that ſo many Inſinuations are wholly without any 

o de. Rezſon to ſupport them. I doubt not therefore, Sir, but 
ct as that when ſome fitter Opportunity ſhall preſent itſelf he will 
cer. dear their Reſemblance, and branch out the Parallel between 
dy an dem into a thouſand Particulars, 

| In the mean Time, Sir, it may be proper ſor the Houſe 
es of v expedite the Bill againſt which no Argument has yet been 
ch as noduced, and which is of too much Importance to be delay- 
nated ef by Raillery or Invectives. Fort 


Money-Bills with particular Attention, becauſe Money is 
tower in almoſt the higheſt Degree, and ought not there- 
bre to be given but upon ſtrong Aſſurances, that it will be 
employed for the Purpoſes for which it is demanded, and that 
doe Purpoſes are in themſelves juſt. 

* But if we conſider, Sir, the Bill now before us, it will 
pear. yet more than a Money Bill; it will be found a Bill 
br regulating the Diſpoſal of that, which it is the great Uſe , 
i Money to procure, and is therefore not to be paſſed into a 
law without a cloſe Attention to every Circumſtance that 
muy be combined with it, and an accurate Examination of 
il the Conſequences that may be produced by it. 

some of theſe Circumſtances or Conſequences, it is the 
Duy of every Member to lay before the Houſe ; and I ſhall 
iterefore propoſe, that the Inducements to the Diſcovery of 
my Proviſions illegally exported, and the Manner of levy- 
ug the Forfeiture, may be particularly diſcuſſed ; for by a 
Nite in this Part, the Regulation lately eſtabliſhed by the 


1 Regency, 


Mr. Earl. 


Regeney, however ſeaſonable, produced, Tumalts and P 


dasses, which every good Goveramenc ought udioaſl off © 
obviate; © e 
By their Proclamation; Sit, half the - Corri that ſhould : 
be found deſigned for Exportation was to be given to thoſe 5 
who ſhould diſcover and ſeize it. The Populace alarmed at 0 
once with the Danger of a Famine, and animated by a Pro- 60 
clamation that put into their own Hands the Means of pre-. ; 
venting it, and the Puniſhment of thoſe. from whoſe Avarice ; 
they apprehended it, roſe in Throngs to execute ſo gratefu E 
a Law. Every Man, Sir, whoſe Diſtreſs had [exaſperated 
him, was incited to gratify his Reſentment ; every. Man whoſe x 
Idleneſs prompted him to maintain his Family by Methoc N 
more eaſy than that of daily Labour, was delighted with the 
Proſpect of growing Rich on a ſudden by a jucky Seizure Wil © 
All the Seditious and the Profligate combined together in 
the welcome Employment of Violence and Rapine, and 
when they had once raiſed their Expectations, there was no 
ſmall Danger, left their Impatience of Diſappointment ſhould | 
determine them to. conclude, that Corn, wherever found, il © 
— deſigned for Exportation, and to ſeize it as a lawful © 
rize, | a 
Thus, Sir, by an imprudent Regulation, was every Man's 
Property brought into Hazard, and his Perſon expoſed to | 
the Inſults of a hungry, a rapacious, 'and ungovernable " 
Rabble, let looſe by a public Proclamation, and encouraged 
to ſearch Houſes and Carriages by an imaginary Law. * 
That we may not give Occaſion to Violence and Injuſſice | 
of the ſame kind, let us carefully conſider the Meaſures which ..- 
are propoſed before we determine upon their Propriety, and z. 
Paſs no Bill on this important Occaſion without ſuch Delibe- 10 
ration as may leave us nothing to change, or to repent.” 1 
Mr, Earl. 4 * 
812, | MSL ta 
* Notwithſtanding the Dangers which have been repre- . 
ſented as likely to ariſe from any Error in the Proſecution * 
of this great Affair, I cannot but deelare my Opinion, that ; 
no Delay ought to be admitted, and that not even the ſpe- c. 
cious Pretence of more exact Enquiries, and minute Con · by 
derations, ought to retard our Proceedings for a Day. / ke 
My Imagination, Sir, is perhaps not ſo fruitful as that ; 
of ſome other Members of this Houſe, and therefore they 8 -. 
may diſcover many Inconveniencies, which I am not able 
to conceive. But as every Man ought to act from bis own gl 
Conviction, it is my Duty to urge the Neceflity of paſſing \ 


this Bill cill it can be proved to me, that it will produce 
Calam ities 


6 
dane equatly to be 4412 with th 
— our Debates upon it, equal tg t 


be Cour 


mine, or the Danger of enabling out EHemies to ftore 
their Magazines, to mY their Fleets, and victual their 


Carriſons. 
« If it. capld be i 


ubje&t, of France or, Spain,, zealous. forithe Service ob, his 
weed pt and tho 8 of his Country, L. fn 1 ay a 
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that he would ſummon all his N to 


els of this Bill, that an Wy emp! 4 al I Sey 
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p bew its Inconvenien l * 00 1 
lis Invention to ſuggelt 1.5 Tg 
te could do N the. would ne 


. Intereſt of h untrymen 

nd depreſs the 15 Lo, the [high "0 
wg ola on 18 ir 

i unneceſſary to prove that we can only, be. ſafe; by aQingy 

n Oppoſition, to it, and I. think it ſuperfluous to vindicate: 

by Ardpur tor .prometing this Bill, when it is. evident that 

6 Delay would be ple to the Spaniard, | 


Mr. * Barrel: 


Ah oo 


« If this Law be neceſſary at any Time, it cannot now. Mr. Burrel. 


te delay'd, for a few Days ſpent in Deliberation may make. 
; ineffe&tual, and that, Evil may be paſt of which we ſit. 
lere contriving the Prevention. 

That many Contracts, Sir, for the Exportation of Pro- 
ions are already made in all the Maritime Parts of the 
Vogdom, is generally, Known; and it requires no great Sa- 
geuy to diſcover that thoſe by whom they are made, and 
nade with a View of immenſe Profit. axe deſirous that they 
tay be executed; and that they will ſoon compleat the 
becution of them, when they are alarmed with the Appre- 
tenſion of a Bill which in a few Days may take from them 
be Power of exporting what they have already collected, and 
hatch their Gain from them when it is almoſt imtheir Hands... 

A Bill for theſe Purpoſes, Sir, ought to fall upom the. 
Contractors like a ſudden Blow, of which they haye no Wan- 
or Dread; againſt which they, therefore; cannot provide 
uy Security, and which they can neither elude nor reſiſt. 

© If we allow ehem a ſhort Time, our Ex pedients will be 
little Benefit to the Nation, which is eyery. Day impo- 
oe by the Exportation of the 8 of Liſe, in 

ich Quantities, that in a few Weeks the IOW; if it be paſ-. 

Vor. VII. ES Y y | 


«4 1 
a 6 


o 1 of the Sou3-Sea adi | 


— — 


ined that there, was "4 this en 0 


of 


* 


Sir John 
Barnard. 


3 cannot diſcover the Neceſſity of prefling the Bil with 


( 346). 


o 


ſed, may be without Penalties, for there will be no.Pofthi- 
; wo 0 * W 5 


lity of diſobey ing it. ; 
Sir John Barnard. | U 
91, yes | ti 
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ſach Precipitation, as muſt neceſſarily exclude many uſeful 
Conſiderations, and may produce Errors extremely dange- 
rous; for I am not able to conceive what Inconveniencies 
can ariſe from a ſhort Delay. Eo RW 
The Ne e Proviſions from Ireland is at preſent 
ſtopped by the Proclamation ; and the Beef which was de. 
ſigned for other Nations, has been prudently bought up by 
the Contractors, by which thoſe Murmurs have been in 2 
pointments and Loſſes. | | tt 50 
There is therefore, Sir, no Danger of Exportations 
from that Part of our Dominions, which is the chief Market 
for Proviſions, and from whence our Enemies have- been 
generally fupplied: In Great Britain there is leſs Danger 
of any ſuch pernicious Traffic, both becauſe the Scarcity 
here has raiſed all Provifions to a high Price, and becauſe 
Merchants do not immediately come to a new Market. 
« 'The Bill, at leaſt, ought not to be paſſed without Ne. 
gard to the general Welfare of our Fellow. Subjects, nor 
without an attentive Confideration of thoſe Petitions which 
have been preſented to us; Petitions not produced by 
panic Apprehenſions of imaginary Dangers, or diſtant Pro- 
ſpects of Inconveniencies barely poflible, but by the certain 
Foreſight of immediate Calamities, the total Deſtruction of 
Trade, and the ſudden Deſolation of flouriſhing Provinces, 
By prohibiting the Exportation of Rice, we ſhall, Sir, 
in one Year, reduce the Colony of 'Sonth Carolina below the 
Poffibility of ſubfiſting ; the chief Product of that Country, 
the Product which induced us originally to plant it, and 
with which all its Trade is carried on, is Rice. With Rice 
the Inhabitants of that Province purchaſe all the other Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life, and among them the Manufactures of our 
own Country. This Rice is carried by our Merchants to 
other Parts of Europe, and ſold again for large Profit, 
That this Trade is, very important appears from the 
Number of Ships which it employs, and which, without 
Lading, muſt rot in the Harbours, if Rice be not excepted 
from the general Prohibition. Without this Exception, Sir, 
it is not eaſy to ſay what Numbers, whofe Stations appear 
very different, and whoſe Employments have no viſible Re- 
lation to eack other, will be at once involved in oo 
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edaced to ſudden Diſtreſs, and obliged to ſeek new Methods 
of ſupporting their Families. The Sailor, the Merchant, 
the Shipwright, the ManufaQturer, with all the Subordina- 
tons of Employment that depend upon them, all that ſup- 
y them with Materials, or receive Advantage from their 
Labours, almoſt all the Subjects of the Britiſh Crown muſt 
fer at leaſt in ſome Degree, by the Ruin of Carolina. 
Nor ought the Danger of the Sugar. Iſlands, and other 
Provinces, leſs to alarm our Apprehenſions, excite our Com- 
ſaſſion, or employ our Conſideration, ſince nothing is more 
evident than that, by paſſing this Bill without the Exceptions 
which their Petitions propoſe, we ſhall reduce one Part of 
uur Colonies to the Want of Bread, and confine the other to 
live on nothing elſe ] for they ſubſiſt by the Exchange of 
thoſe Products to which the Soil of each Country is pecu- 
* larly adapted: One Province affords no Corn, and the other 
tions BH applies its Inhabitants with Corn only. : 
arket The Neceſſity of expediting this Bill, however it has 
deen Wi been exaggerated, is not ſo. urgent but that we may be al- 
anger Bl lowed Time ſufficient to conſider for what Purpoſe it is to 
arcity Wl bc paſſed, and to recollect that nothing is deſigned by it, but 
cauſe BY w binder our Enemies from being ſupplied from the Britiſh 
do 4 Dominions with Proviſions, by which they might be enabled 
t Ke. more powerfully to carry on the War againſt us. 
bs mor + To this Nefign no Objection has been made, but it is 
which A en known, that a good End may be defeated by an abſurd 


ed by BY Choice of Means; and I am not able to diſcover how. we 
oy ſhall increaſe our own Strength, or diminiſh that of our 
ertain 


| Enemies, by compelling one Part of our Fellow-Subjects to 
ion of Bl {:cve the other. | 

It is neceſſary, Sir, to prohibit the Exportation of Corn 
o the Ports of our Enemies, and of thoſe Nations by which 
dur Enemies will be ſupplied, but ſurely it is of no Uſe to ex- 
antry, dude any Part of our own Dominions from the Privilege of 


, and being ſupplied from another. Nor can any Argument be 
* ileged in Defence of ſuch a Law, that will not prove, with 


equal Force, that Corn ought to remain in the ſame Granaries 
where it is now laid, that all the Markets in this Kingdom 
hould-be ſaſpended, and that no Man ſhould be allowed to 
{ll Bread to another. 

There is, indeed, Sir, a Poſſibility that the Liberty for 
which I contend may be uſed to wicked Purpoſes, and that 
ſme Men may be incited by Poverty or Avarice to carry the 
kuemy thoſe Proviſions, which they pretend to export tg 
britiſh Provinces. But if we are to refuſe every Power that 
may be employed to bad Purpoſes, we muſt lay all Mankind 
n Dungeons, and diveſt human Nature of all its Rights; for 

-S © every 
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It is, however, prudent «© obſtrutt criminal Auemęes 
even when we cannot, hope entirely to defeat them, and 
therefore I am of Opinion, that no ' Proviſions: ought to be 
8 without ſome Method of Security, by which the 
Governors of every Place may be aſſured that they will be 
conveyed to out own Colonies. Such Securities will eafilybe 


contrived, and may be regulated in a Manner thatYhey tall Wi 
not be defeated without ſuch Hazard, as the Profit that can be be 
expected from illegal Commerce, will not he able to com- r 
pentate. | _ | urs 
It is therefore, Sir, proper to delay the Bil! ſo long at leaf 
as th. t we may produce by it the Ends intended, and diſtreſs Wi * | 
pur Enemies more than ourſelves ; that we may ſecure Plenty Wi be 
at Home, without the Deſtruction of our diſtant Colonies, . 
and without obliging Part of our Fellow - Subjects to deſert u. 
the Spaniards for Want of Bread.” = I 
Mr. Bowles, x 10 
81 A, a | M 
* The Neceſſity of excepting Rice from the general Pro. . 
hibitian is not only ſufficiently evinced by the Agents of WW 
South Carolina, but confirmed beyond Contraverſy or Doubt N 
by the Petition of the Merchants of Briſtol, of which the Wl ! 
1 and Reaſonableneſs appears at the firſt View to eyery n 
Man acquainted with the Nature of Commerce. . 
« How much the Province of South Carolina will bedifs 
treſſed by this Prohibition, how ſuddenly the whole Trade of 
that Country will be at a Stand, and how immediately the 
Want of many of the Neceſſaries of Life will be-felt eyer a 
very conſiderable Part of the Britiſh Dominionsghas already, ' 
Sir, been very pathetically repreſented, and very clearly ex 5 
lained, nor does there need any other Arguments to per. i * 
uade us to allow the Exportation of Rice. K 
But, from the Petition of the Merchants of Briſtol ĩt ap- Wl © 
ars, that there are other Reaſons of equal Force for this In- 0 
ulgence, and that our Regard for the Inhabitants of that par. 
ticular Province, however neceſſary and juſt, is not the only Wl * 
Motive for complying with their Requeſt, - _ Y 
ls is ſhewn, Sir, in this Petition, that the Probibition of ! 
Rice will very little incommade our Enemies, or retard their Bll * 
Preparations ; for they are not accuſtomed to be ſupplied Wi © 
ith it from our Plantations. We ought, therefore, not to Wi ' 
load our Fellou-· Subjects with Embarraſments and Inconve- ä 


niencies, which will not in any Degree extend ie our Fioer 


$7 (249 ) 
It appears, ir. not o that à very 
dur Commerce will be —— that it will bly 
de loſt beyond Recovery ; for, as only a ſmall Quantiry' of 
the Rice of Carolina is conſumed at Home, and the reſt 48 
carried to other Countries, it is ealy to conceive that thoſe = 
who ſhall be diſappoigted by our Merchants will procure {6 
deceſſarx a Commodity from other Places, as there are many 
from which it may be eaſily purchaſed; and it is well-known 
that Trade, if it be once diverted, is not to be recalled, and 
therefore that Trade which may be without Difficulty tranſ- 
krred, ought never to be interrupted without the moſt 
urgent Neceſſit y. | 4 . | 

« '[0 prove, Sir, that there is now no ſach Neceſſity, hy 
long Train of Arguments, would be ſuperfluous, for it has 
been ſhewn already, that our Enemies will not ſuffer by the 
Prohibition, and the Miſeries that inevitably ariſe from a 
date of War are too numerous and oppreflive, to admit of 
my Increaſe or Aggravation upon trivial Motives. : 
The Province of Carolina, Sir, has already ſuffered the 
laconveniencies of this War beyond any other Part of his 
Majeſty's Dominions, as it is ſituated upon the Borders of 
the Spaniſh Dominions, and as it is weak by the Paucity of 
the Inhabitants in Proportion to its Extent: Let us therefore 
pay a particular regard to this Petition, leſt we aggravate the 
Terror which the Neighbourhood of a powerful Enemy 
n:urally produces, by the ſevere Miſeries of Poverty and 


amine. | 


Sir Robert Walpole. ; 


SIR, 
Nothing 


Part of 


dervice of the Public, to protract the Debates. of this Hoaſe 
by perſonal Invectives, and delay the Profecution of the Buſi- 
nels of the Nation, by trivial Objections, repeated after 
Confutation, and perhaps after Conviction of their Invali- 
lity. 
« I need net obſerve how much Time would be ſpared, 
ud how much the Diſpatch of Affairs would be facilitated, 
the Suppreflian of this Practice, a Practice by - which 
Truth is levelled with Falſhood, and Knowledge with Ig- 
torance ; ſince, if Scurrility and Merriment are to determine 
u, it is not neceſſary either to be honeſt or wiſe to obtain 
ite Superiority in any Debate; it will only be neceſlary to 
nil and to laugh, which one Man may generally perform 
With as much Succels as þs = 7 . The 


2 


is more abſurd than for thoſe who declare off gir Robert 
il Occaſions, with great Solemnity, their ſincere Zeal for the Walpole. 


themſelves, and perplex thoſe whom they proſeſs to oppole. 
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| The Embargo in Ireland was an | Expedient ſo 
and timely, that the Reputation of it is thought too great 


ta be allowed to the Adminiſtration, of -whom it has been WY |"! 
| far many Years the hard. Fate to hear their Actions Gen. | 
ſured, only becauſe they were not the Actions of ethers, ang Wl 


to be repreſented as Traytors to their Country, for doing al. 
ways what they thought belt themſelves, and perhaps ſome. 
times what was in reality approved by thoſe who oppoſed 


em. A | e i ene 
" This, Sir, they have borne without much Uneaſineſs, and 
have. contented themſeves with the Conſciouſneſs of doin 
right, in Expectation that Truth and Integrity muſt at la 
Prevail, and that the Prudence of their Conduct and Succeſs 
of their Meaſures would at laſt evince the Juſtice of their 
Intentions. ' . 14 N 

« They hoped, Sir, that there would be ſome Occaſions on 
which their Enemies would not deny the Expedience of their 
Counſels, and did not expect that after having been ſo long 
accuſed of engroſſing exorbitant Power, of rejecting Advice, 
and purſuing their own Schemes with the moſt invincible 
Obſtinacy, they ſhould be ſuppoſed on a ſudden to have laid 
alide their Arrogance, to have deſcended to adopt the Opini- 
ons, and give themſelyes up to the Direction of others, only 
becauſe no Objection could be made to this Inſtance of their 
Conduct. 

« How unhappy, Sir, muſt be the State of that Man who 
is only allowed to be a free Agent, when he acts wrong, and 
whaſe Motions, whenever they tend to the proper Point, are 
ſuppoſed to be regulated by another ! 8 
Whether ſuch capricious Cenſurers expect that any Re. 

ard ſhould be paid by the Public to their Invectives, I am not 
able to determine, but I am inclined to think ſo well of their 
Underſtandings, as to believe that they intend only to amuſe 


Jn one Part of their Scheme I know not but they may have 
{ycceeded, but in the other it is evident how generally they 
have failed. It muſt at leaſt, Sir, be obſerved of theſe great 
Fatrons of the People, that if they expect to gain them by 
Attifices-like this, they have no high Opinion of their Dil- 
cernment, however they may ſometimes - magnify it as the 


Jaſt Appeal, and higheſt Tribunal. #4 ST "y 
Wich regard, Sir, to the Manner in which the Embargo Ki 
was laid, and the Expedients made uſe of to enforce the Ob- WW ** 
ſervation of it, they were not the Effects of 'a ſudden Reſo- WW ©: 
lution, but of long and deliberate Reflection, aſſiſted by the A 
n 


Councils of the muſt experienced and judicious Perſons of 
both Nations, ſo that if any Miſiake was committed, —— 


— 
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2:ded not from nce or. Careleſsneſs, but a Compliates 
vith Reaſons, that, if laid before the Houſe, would, whether 
ut or not, be allowed to be ſpecious. ICY: 89 

But, Sir, it has not appeared that any impropet Meaſures 
nve been purſued, or that any Inconveniencies have ariſen. 
om them Which it was poflible to have avoided by a diffe- 
ent Conduct; for When any Expedient fails of producing 
the End for which it was prepoſed, or gives Occaſion to In- 
conveniences which were neither expected nor defigned, it is 
not immediately to be condemned ; for it might fail from. 
ach Obſtacles as nothing could ſurmount, and the Inconves. | 
nencies which are complained of, might be the Conſequences, 
of other Cauſes acting at the ſame time, or eo-operating, 
dot by the Nature of Things, but by the Practices of thole 
pho prefer their'own Intereſt to that of their Country. 

But tho'it is, in my Opinion, eaſy to defend the Conduct 
o the Miniſtry, I am far from thinking this a proper Time 
engage in their Vindication. The important Buſineſs 
tefore us mult now wholly engage us, nor ought we to em- 
jloy our Attention upon the paſt but the future. Whatever 
has been the Ignorance or Knowledge, whatever the Cor- 
wption or Integrity of the Miniſtry, this Bill is equally uſe- 
fi, equally neceſſary, The Queſtion is now concerning an 
dt of the Parliament, not of the Miniſtry, and the Bill may 
proceed without obſtructing future Examinations. 

If the Bill, Sir, now before us be ſo far approved as to 
le conceived of any real Benefit to the Nation, if it can at 
l contribute to the Diſtreſs or Diſappointment of our Ene- 
nies, or the Prevention of thoſe domeſtic Diſturbances 
#hich are naturally produced by Scarcity and Miſery; there 
kno need of Arguments to evince the Neceflity of Undiſ- 
atch in paſſing it. For if theſe Effects are to be produced 
by preventing the Exportation of Proviſions, and a Law is 
wefſary for that Purpoſe, it is certain that the Law muſt 
be enacted, while our Proviſions are yet in our Hands, and 
fore Time has been given for the Execution of thoſe 
Contracts which are already made. | | 

© That Contracts, Sir, are entered into for Quantities that 
juſtly claim the Care of the Legiſlative Power, I have been 
nformed by ſuch Intelligence as I cannot ſuſpect of. deceiv- 
ig me. In one ſmall Town in the Weſtern Part of this 
kingdom fifty thouſand Barrels of Corn are ſold by Con- 
nt, and will be exported, if Time be allowed for eollecting 
ud for ſhipping them, ape” 
A few Contracts like this will be ſufficient to flore ati 
Amy with Bread, or to furniſh Garriſons againſt the Dan- 
krof a Siege; a few Contracts like this will produce a con- 


fiderable* 


the preſent Difficulties, which unſucceſsfut /Harveſts haye 


Mir. Fazaker- 
E 


relaxed or enforced as Occaſion. may require, or regulated 


ner allowed by Law, and eſtabliſhed' by immemorial Prece- 


0 


IST OE 
fiderable Change in the Price of Proviſions, and'pliffige in. 
numerable Parties into Diftrefs, who might rob he 


brought upon the Nation, had we not fold the Gifts of Pro- 
vidence for petty Gain, and ſupported” out Enemies with 
thofe Provifions which were barely ſufficient for our. own 
Conſumption. | 55 | 
« F have not heard many Objections made againſt the In- 
tention of the Bill, and thoſe which were offered, were men. 
tioned with ' ſuch Diffidence and Uncertainty as plainly 
ſhewed, that, even in the Opinion of him that propoſed them, 
they were of little Weight; and I believe they had no greater 
Effect upon thoſe that Heard them. It may therefore be rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſed, that the Propriety of a Law to prevent the 
Exportation of Victuals is admitted, and ſurely it can be no 
Queſtion, whether it ought to be prefled forward, or to be 
delayed till it will be of no effect. 
Mr. Fazakerley. 
S'1 R, | | | 
As the Bill now under our Conſideration is entangled M 
with a Multitude of Circumſtances too important to be paſſed W 
by without Conſideration, and too numerous to be ſpeedily 
examined; as its Effects, whether ſalutary or pernicious, 
muſt extend to many Nations, and be felt, in. a few Weeks 
to the remoteſt Parts of the Dominions of Great Britain, 1 
cannot but think, that they, who ſo much preſs for Expedi- W 
tion on this Occaſion, conſult rather their Paſſions than their 
Reaſon, that they diſcover rather Enthuſiaſm than Zeal, and 
that by imagining that they have already traced the Effects 
of a Law like this to their utmoſt Extent, they diſcoves ra- 
ther an immoderate Confidence in their own, Capacity, than 
ive any Proofs of that anxious Caution, and deliberate Pru- 
ence, which true Patriotiſm generally produces, * 
There is another Method, Sir, of proceeding more pro- 
on this Occaſion, which has been already pointed out in 
this Debate, a Method of exciting the Prerogative in a mau- 


dents, and which may therefore be revived without affording 
any room for Jealouſy or Complaints 
An Embargo impoſed only by, the Prerogatiye may be 


according to the Neceſſity ariſing from particular Circum- 
ſtances z Circumſtances in themſelves variable, and ſubject to 
the Influence of a thouſand Accidents, and which therefore 
cannot be always foreſeen, or provided againſt by a LA] 
poſitive and fixed, Fil 

: 
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Let ui not Saas the Common-wealth to a W | 
and uncertain Security, while we have in our Hands the . 
means of producing the ſame End, with leſs Danger and In- 
conveniency ; and, fince we may obviate the Exportation of 
our Corn by Methods more ſpeedily efficacious than the 
Forms of making Laws can allow, let us not oppreſs our 
Fellow-Subje&s by haſty or imprudent Meaſures, but make 
Uſe of temporary Expedients, while we deliberate * the 
Ettabliſhments of a more laſting Regulation,” 
Mr. Campbell. g . 
_ | : 
' © That an Embargo on Merchandize or Proviſions may Mr. Campbell. 
upon ſudden Emergencjes, or important Occaſions, be im- 
poſed by the Prerogatiye, cannot be doubted by any Man 
whoſe Studies have made him acquainted with the Extent of 
the Regal Power, and the manner in which it has been ex- 
erted in all Ages, The chief Uſe of the Prerogative is to 
ſupply the Defects of the Laws, in Caſes which do not ad- 
mit of long Conſultations, which do not allow Time to con- 
yoke Parliaments, or enquire into the Sentiments of the 
People. 
* this 4 in Times of War, the Royal 1 
is much enlarged, and has ſtill a greater Extent as Exigencies 
are more preſſing. If the Nation is invaded by a foreign 7 
Force, the Authority of the Crown is almoſt without Li- 
mits; the whole Nation is conſidered as an Army, of which 
the King is General, and which he then governs by mar- 
tial Laws, by occaſional Judicature, and extemporary 
crees. 
« Such, Sir, is the Power of che King on particular 
Emergencies, and ſuch Power the Nature of human Affairs 
muſt ſometimes require; for all Forms of Government are . 
intended for common Good, and calculated for the eſtabliſhed 
Condition of Mankind, but muſt be ſuſpended when they 
can only obſtruct the Purpoſes for which they were contriv- 
ed, and muſt vary with the Circumſtances to which, they 
were adapted. To expect that the People ſhall be conſulted 
in Queſtions on which their Happineſs depends, ſuppoſes 
there is an Opportunity of conſulting them without hazard- 
ing their Lives, their Freedom, or their Poſleſſions, by the 
Forms of Deliberation. _ 
The Neceſlity of extending the Prerogative to the Ex- 
tremities of Power, is, I hope, at a very great Diflance 72 
from us; but, if the Danger of the Exportation of Victuals 
be ſo urgent as ſome Gentlemen have repreſented it, and ſo 
formidable as it appears to the whole Nation, it is ſurely 
Vor. VII. Z 2 requiſite 


Sir Robert 
Waipvis. 
| 


in the Opinion of theſe Gentlemen, to be obviated by extra- 


by an immediate AR of the Prerogative. 


to lay it before his 


muſt explain it in clearer Terms, that the Houſe may deli- 


Mr. pulteney, 


upon them.“ | 
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requiſite that the latent Powers of the Crown ſhould be cal. 
led forth for our Protection, that Plenty be ſecured within the 
Nation by barring up our Ports, and, the People hindered 
from betraying themſelves to their Enemies, and ſquandering 
thoſe Bleſſings which the Fertility of. our Soil has beſtowed 


Sir Robert Walpole. 

S U x, „ JEL 

* It is ſo unuſual among the Gentlemen who have op. 
poſed my Opinion, to recommend an Exertion of the Regal 
Authority, or willingly to entruſt any Power to the Admini. 
ſtration, that, tho' they have on this Occaſion expreſſed their 
Sentiments without any Ambiguity of Language, or Per. 
plexity of Ideas, I am in doubt whether I do not miſtak 
their Meaning, and cannot, without Heſitation and Under 
1 the Motion to which all their Argument 
ſeem neceflarily to conduct me; Arguments of which I de 
not deny the Force, and which I fhall not attempt to invali- 
date by ſlight Objections, when I am convinced in general oi 
their Reafonableneſ and Truth, * een 

The Neceſſity of that Diſpatch which I have endes 
voured to recommend, is not only univerſally admitted, but. 
affirmed to be fo preſſing, that it cannot wait for the Solem- 
nity of Debates, or the common Forms of poſing Laws. 
The Danger, which is every Moment increafing, requires, 


* 
- 


ordinary Meaſures ;- and that pernicious Commerce, whict 
threatens the Diſtreſs of the Community, is to be reſtrai 


© If this be the * of the Houſe, it will be neceſſary 
ajeſty by a regular Addreſs, that the 

Nation may be convinced of the Neceſſity of ſuch extraor-i 
dinary Precaution, that the Embargo may be impoſed, at 
once, with the Expedition peculiar to deſpotic Power, and the 
Authority which can be conferred only by parliamentary 
Sanctions. | ; 
Whether this is the Intention of the Members, from 
whoſe Declarations I have deduced it, can only be diſcovered 
by themſelves, who, if they have any other Scheme in View, 


berate upon it, according to its Conformity to the Laws c 
our Country, and to the preſent State of gur Affairs.“ 
Mr. Pulteney. ' 
S 1s, 


« Whatever may be the Meaning of other Gentlemen, Wl: 
who mult undoubtedly be left at full Liberty to explain _ ö 
own 


_ C0080 -- | | 
n Expreſſions, I will freely declare, that I am ſufficiently © A 
uderſtood by the Right Honourable Gentleman, and that, in 
ny Opinion, no Remedy can be applied to the preſent Diſ- 
emper of the Nation, a Diftemper by which it is hourly 
jining away, by which its Vitals are impaired, and the ne. 
«ary Nouriſhment withdrawn from it, that will operate 
yith ſufficient Efficacy and Speed, except an Embargo be im- 
by the Prerogative. | 

« That this Opinion, if received by the Houſe, muſt be 
the Subject of an Addreſs, is in itſelf manifeſt ; and the 
Reaſon for which an Embargo is required, proves that an 
Addreſs ought not to be delayed. 

] cannot omit- this Opportunity of remarking, how 
plainly it muſt now appear that many of us have been un- 
fully charged with obſtructing the Progreſs of the Bill for 
xernicious Purpoſes, with Views of raifing Diſcontents in 
de Nation, of expoſing the Adminiſtration to public Ha- 
(cd, of obſtructing the Meaſures of the Government, or 
FR hindering the Succeſs of the War, when we have receded 
bn our general Principles, and ſuſpended the Influence of 
ar eſtabliſhed Maxims for the ſake of facilitating an Expe- 
Wl lent which may promote the general Advantage, by recom- 
xnding his Majeſty to the Affections of his People.” 


Mr, Henry Pelham, 


S1 R, 
lam far from blaming any Gentleman for aſſerting, on Mr. Henry 
lu Occaſions, the Integrity of his Deſigns, or diſplaying Pelham. 
e Reaſonableneſs of his Conduct; and of what I. do not 
WT lpprove, I ſhall not decline the Imitation. 
it is not uncommon, in the Heat of Oppoſition, while 
ach Man is convinced of his own Honelty, and ſtrongly 
rrſuaded of the Truth of his own Poſitions, to hear each 
iy accuſed by the other of Deſigns detrimental to the 
bblic Intereſt, of protracting Debates by artful Delays, of 
uggliag againſt their own Conviction, and of obſcuring 
bonn Truth by Objections which diſcover themſelves to be 
Without Force. 
© Theſe Accuſations, which are on both Sides frequent, 
Ic, I hope, on both Sides generally falſe ; at leaſt it muſt 
pear on this Occaſion, that thoſe who preſs the Bill had no 
ess of ſtrengthening their Party by a Victory, of weary- 
s cheir Opponents by Obſtinacy, or of promoting any 
aue Purpoſes by a new Law; fince an Expedient, by 
ich time may be gained, and the avowed End of haſten- 
s this neceſſary Bill ſecured, is no ſooner propoſed on one 
un, than received on the other.” 
22 2 The 
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(336) 
0 The following ſhort Debate occurted on the Queſtion 
when the Bill ſhould commen cee. 
Mr. Campbell. q 
S I Ry | | | dio FA 
Mr Campbell. That the Laws may be oblerved by the Nation without 
* daily Violence and perpetual Compulſion, that aur Deter- 
minations may be received with Reverence, and the Repula- 
tions which we eflabliſh confirmed by the Concurrence of 
our Conſtituents, itis neceſſary that we endeavour to preſerve 
their Eſteem, and convince them that the public Proſperity 
may be ſafely truſted in our Hands. 12 
* This Confidence is to be gained as well in high Stations, 
as in lower Conditions, by large Aſſemblies as by Indivi- 
duals, only by a conſtant Practice of Juſtice, and frequent 
Exertion of. ſuperior Wiſdom, When any Man finds his 
Friend oppreſſive and malicious, he naturally withdraws his 
Affections from him; when he oblerves him advancing ab- 
ſurd Opinions, and adhering to them with Obſtinacy inca- 
able of Conviction, he falls ynavoidably into a Diſtruſt of 
his Underitanding, and no longer pays any Deference to his 
Advice, or conſiders his Conduct as worthy of Imitation. 
In the {ame manner, Sir, if the legiſlative Powers ſhall, 
in making Laws, diſcover that they regard any Motives be- 
fore the Advantage of their Country; or that they purſye 
the public Good by Meaſures inadequate and ill-concerted, 
what can be expected from the People, but that they ſhould 
ſet up their own Jungment in Oppoſition to that of their 
Governors, make themſelves the Arbiters in all doubtful Wi 
a Queſtions, and obey or diſregard the Laws at Diſcretion? 
« If this Danger may ariſe from Laws injudiciouſly drawn WW 
up, it may ſurely be apprehended from a Compliance with WM 
this Propoſal ; a Propoſal that the Operation of the La W 
ſhould commence eleven Days before the Law itſelf is in 
Being. | | 
6 : have hitherto, Sir, regarded it as a Principle, equally 
true in Politics as in Philoſophy, that nothing can aft when 
it does not exiſt; and I did not ſuſpe& that a Poſition ſo evi - 
dent would ever ſtand in need of a Proof or Illuſtration. 
We live indeed in an Age of Paradoxes, and have heard 
ſeveral Notions ſeriouſly defended, of which ſome would, not 
many Years ago, have condemned their Abettor to a Priſon 
or a Madhouſe, and would have been heard by the wiſeſt ot 
our Anceſtors with Laughter or Deteſtation; but I did not ex- 
pe that the moſt hardy Innovator would have ſhock'd my 
"Underſtanding with a Poſition like this, or have aſſerted that 
a Law may operate before it is made, or before it is projected. 
„ 5 6 


That 


— 


__ Cam) 

That where there is no Law there is no Tranſgreſſion, 
; a Maxim not only eſtabliſhed by univerſal Conſent, but in 
ſelf evident and undeniable ; and it is, Sir, ſurely no leſ$ cer- 
ain, that where there is no Tranſgreſſion there can be no 
ſuniſhment, | | Ger; tf... 5 

If a Man may be puniſhed, Sir, by a Law made after the 
fact, how can any Man conclude himſelf ſecure from the 
[ayl or the Gibbet? A Man may eafily find Means of be- 
ng certain that he has offended no Law in being, but that 
vill afford no great Satisfaction to a Mind naturally timorous ; | 


ity ince a Law hereafter to be made; may, if this Motion be 
1. ſuppoſed reaſonable, take cognixance of his Actions: and how 
ons, de can know whether he has been equally ſcrupulous to ob- 
divi ferve the future Statutes of future Parliaments, he will find it 


rery difficult to determine.“ | . 
- his Mr. Henry Pelham. | 
$ his S1R, 
ab- 


© Notwithſtanding the Abſurdity which the Honourable 
Gentleman imagines himſelf to have diſcovered in this Pro- 


polal, and which he muſt be confeſſed to have placed in a 


bay rery ſtrong Light, I am of Opinion, that it may, with very 
Nn litle Confideration, be reconciled to Reaſon and to Juſtice, 


and that the Wit and Satire that have been fo liberally em. 
ployed, will appear to have been loſt in the Air, without Uſe 
ad without Injury. 

The Operation of the Law may very properly commence 
from the Day, on which the Embargo was laid by his Ma- 
jeſty's Proclamation, which ſurely was not iſſued to no Pur- 
poſe, and Which ought not to be diſobeyed without Puniſh- 


nent.“ 


* Sir John Barnard. 
Law SIR, . | 
is in © I cannot but be ſomewhat ſurpriſed, that a Gentleman ſo Sir John 


4 known the Difference between a Proclamation and a Penal 
| W. 

© By a Proclamation his Majeſty may prevent in ſome 
Caſes what he cannot puniſh, he may hinder the Exportation 
of our Corn by ordering Ships to be ſtationed at the Entrance 


, not « our Harbours; but if any ſhould eſcape with prohibited 
riſon Wl Cargoes, he can inflict no Penalties upon them at their 
eſt o Return, | 
t ex- To enforce this Prohibition by the Sanction of Puniſh- 
my ments is the Intention of the prefent Bill, but a Proclama- 
that tion can make nothing criminal, and it is unjuſt and abſurd 


to puniſh an Action which was legal when it was done. * 
| « The 


nen 


Mr. Pelham. 


long converſant in national Affairs, ſhould not yet have heard Barnard. 


— nian, not to comment 

The Law ought, Sir, in my Opinion, not to comm 

till Time is allowed for Aäpertög 10 the utmoſt Limits of 

this Iſland; for as it is unreaſonable to puniſh without Law, 

it is not more equitable to puniſh by a Law, of which, they 

who have unhappily broken it could have no Intelligence, 
A longer Day was agreed to. | 


Arad of the Bill to prevent the E xportation of Corn, Ec. 
8 and of the Clauſes rejected. 1 E 


«« Whereas the Exportation of any Sort of Grain (Rice 
excepted) Meal, Malt, Flour, Bread, Biſcuit, Starch, Beef, 
Pork, or Bacon, out of Great Britain or Ireland, and the 
Colonies or Plantations in America, or the Dominions be 
longing to the Crown of Great Britain in Europe, may at 
this Time be greatly prejudicial to his Majeſty's Subjects; 
DL (4) and the ſame, as the Law now ſtands, cannot be effec- 
tually reſtrained ; and whereas a proper Power of reſtrajning 
the ſame upon any Emergency is at preſent neceſſary. (A)] 
Be it therefore enacted by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, 
by and with the Advice of, &c. [ (B) that from and aſter 
the Day of it ſhall be lawful for his Majeſty, by 
Order of Council, to command or empower the Lord Lieute- 
nant, or Lords 3 of Ireland, or the Governors of our 
Plancations, to iſſue forth Proclamations for prohibiting. the 
Exportation of all or any Corn, Grain, &c. (except as after 
excepted) and be it farther enacted, that if any Perſon, &c. 
ſhall, during the Time aforeſaid, export, or cauſe to be ex- 
ported, contrary to ſuch Proclamation, Corn, Grain, &c. 
the ſame, together with the Ship or Veſſel, Tackle, &c. 
ſhall be forfeited, and the Perſon ſo offending ſhall _ 

« Provided that this Act do not extend to prohibit ſuch 
Corn, Proviſions, &c. put on board and exported in his 
Majeſty's Ships or Privateers, neceſſary for their Compli- 
ment, Voyage, and Expedition which they ſhall be going 
upon. This Act to continue in Force until and from 
thence till next Seſſion of Parliament” B] 

« That no Perſon before the 25 th of December 1741, ſhall 
directly or indirectly export from Great Britain or Ireland, 
or other his Majeſty's Dominions in Europe, or the Britiſh 
Plantations, or load on board any Ship or Veſſel, in order 
for Exportation, any Sort of Corn or Grain (Rice excepted) 
Meal, Malt, Flour, Bread, Biſcuit, Starch, Beef, Pork, or 
Bacon, whether the Produce or not of the reſpective Coun- 
tries, under the Penalties and Forfeitures hereafter men- 
tioned, that is, all Corn, &c. ſo put on board to be exported 
ſhall be forfeited, and the Offender ſhall forfeit 20 5. for 
every Buſhel of Grain, and 1 s, for every Pound of — 


16339) | 

Biſcuit, Starch, Beef; Pork, or Bacon, and alfs the Ship, 
Veſſel, . Boat, Guns and Tackle to be forfeited, one Moiaty 
to the King, and the other to him who ſhall ſue for the 
ame; and all Perſons convicted of aiding willingly there- 
in, to be impriſoned for three Months without Bail. 

« x, And be it further enacted by, &c. That the Officers 
of the Cuſtoms may ſeize the Corn, Meal, &c. not allowed 
o be exported, which they ſhall find put on board any Ship 
to be carried to the next Cuſtom-houſe or King's Ware- 
houſe. ; | 

« 2, Provided that this Act extend not to prohibit the Ex - 
portation or carrying out of ſuch or ſo much of the ſaid Com- 
nodities as is neceſſary for any Ship, &c. in their reſpective 
Voyages, for the Suſtenance, &c. of the Commanders, Ma- 
ners, or Paſſengers, of ſuch Veſſels only; or for the victual- 
ng any Ships in his Majeſty's Service, or bis Forts or Gar- 
ſons. . | 

« 3, Provided that this. Act extend not to prohibit the 
kid Commodities to be carried Coaſtwiſe, giving Security, 
nd having a Certificate (or Permit) to be returned in fix 
Months. . 

4. Provided that nothing herein contained extend to 
rrohibit the exporting of Corn, &c. from the Plantatiors 
to Great Britain or Ireland, or from Ireland to Great Bri- 
nin, or vice verſa, on Security Bonds and returning Certi- 
icates, | 5 

« 5, Provided this Act extend not to ſuch Commodities 
exported from Great Britain or Ireland, or our Plantations, to 
Hino rca, Gibraltar, or our Forts or Factories in Africa, or 
Colonies in America, ſuch Place to be declared by the Ex- 
porter, and Bond given of treble Value to the Cuſtom Houſe 
e Naval Officer, that they ſhall not be fold or landed in 
Wy iy other Part; which, if not proſecuted in three Years, to 
Wl |: void. That ſuch Collector or Naval Officer, when the 
Wy ine ſhall be landed, give Certificate to be returned to 
uch Officer, within the Time after mentioned, as took the 
Wy *curity, Danger of the Sea excepted, Forger of a Certi- 
de to forfeit 200 J. or any Officer making out a falſe Cer- 
ate to forfeit that Sum and loſe Employment. | 
46. Provided, that it ſhall not extend to hinder the 
ul. India Company from ſending Stores to their Factories 
a Security given. | 

47. Provided, that it ſhall not extend to Wheat, Malt, 
it Barley, exported from Southampton only to Jerſey or 
buernſey, on Security, &c. ſo that it do not exceed five 
JW fouſand Quarters from December the 1, 1740, to Decem- 


«the 25th, 174. 5 
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1 8. Be it enadted, that the Governor of Jattiajca be em 
; powered to intruſt any Perſon of Reputation to export Pre 
viſions to the Bays of Honduras and Campechy, not e 
ceeding 60 Barrels, 200 Weight each, in one Ship, 9 
4 Bond (with one Security) of 300 J. that it be for the Suſte 
nance of his Majeſty's: Subjects in the ſaid Bays ; and t 
Maſter and two of his Officers making Oath of ſuch Del 

very ſhall be a Diſcharge of the Bond. h 
9. Be it further enacted, that the Commiſſioners of t 
Cuſtoms ſhall give a full and true Account to both Houſ 
at the Beginning of next Seſſions, of all Grain, Meal, Mal 

Flour, Bread, ©:{cuit, Starch, Beef, Pork and Baton, 
_ by Virtue of the Liberties hereby granted for th 

urpoſe. | 

. 185 Provided this Act do not extend to Malt declare 
for Exportation before the 6th of December 1740, nor 
Proviſions cleared out in Great Britain, before December d 
25th, 1740, or in Ireland before Jan. 10. 1540-1, or Pla 
tations before March the 25th, 1741, but that ſuch Veſſe 
be permitted to proceed on their Voyages“. 


On a Motion for bringing in a Bill; for the better clear 
ing and paving the Streets of Weſtminſter, and the Liberti 
thereof, the Lord Viſcount Tyrconnel expreſſed himſelf 
Subſtance as follows: 


1 ä A 
Lord Tyrcon- -« Tho? the Grievance which I am about to lay before t 
nel. Houſe, is not of the moſt formidable or dangerous kind, j 
as it is ſuch as grows every Day greater, and ſuch as ey 
Day endangers the Lives of Thouſands, I hope it will 
be thought uſeleſs or improper to propoſe it to the Conſi 
ration of this Aſſembly, to offer my Thoughts on 'the M 
thods by which it may be moſt eaſily removed, and to end 
vour to incite others to the fame Conſiderations. * 
It is impoſlible, Sir, to come to this Houſe, or to! 
from it, without Obſervations on the preſent Condition 
the Streets of Weſtminſter ; Obſervations forced upon eve 
Man, however inattentive, or however engroſſed by Relig 
tions of a different kind. | ps 
The warmeſt Zeal for public Happineſs, the moſt at 
ous Vigilance againſt general Dangers, muſt, I believe, ſom 
times give way to Objects immediate, tho“ of leſs Impe 
tance, nor will the molt public-ſpirited Members deny, t. 
they have often been in the Streets alarmed with Oblſiri 
tions, or ſhocked with Nuſances. e 
© The Filth, Sir, of ſome Parts of the Town, and 
Inequality and Ruggedneſs of others, cannot but oh 
| p | 


—— 
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byes of Foreigners diſgrace our Nation, and incline theni to 


nagine us a People, not only without Delicacy, but without 
Goverametit, a Herd of Barbarians, or a Colony of Hotten- 


— 


pts. IN: BEE arid TH 

The moſt diſguſting Part of the Character given by 
fravellers, of the moſt Savage Nations, is their Negle& of 
(leanlineſs, of which, perhaps, no Part of the World affords 
zore Proofs, than the Streets of the Britiſh Capital; a City 
kmous for Wealth, Commerce, and Plenty, and for every 
ther kind of Civility and Politeneſs, but which abounds 
th ſuch Heaps bf Filth, as a Savage would look on with 
i\mazement. : 1 | 
« If that be allowed-which is generally believed, that Pu- 
faction and Stench are the Cauſes of peſtilential Diſtempers; 
de Removal of this Grievance, may be preſſed from Mo- 
ives of far greater Weiglit than thoſe of Delicacy and Plea- 
ne, and I might ſolicite the timely Care of this Aſſembly, 
kr the Preſervation of innumerable Multitudes, and intreat 
boſe, who are watching againſt light Misfortunes, to unite 
teir Endeavours with mine, to avert the greateſt and moſt 
teadfal of Calamities. PAR 594 
Not to dwell, Sir, upon Dangers, which may perhaps 
e thought anly;imaginary, I hope it will be at leaſt —_ 
kred, how mock the preſent Negle& of the Pavement is 
ktrimental to every Carriage, whether of Trade or Plea- 
we, or Convenience; and that thoſe who have allowed fo 
tuch of their Attention to Petitions, relating to the Roads 
i the Kingdoin, the Repair of ſome of which is almoſt 
nery Seſſion thought of Importance ſufficient to produce 
Jebates in this Houſe, will not think the Streets of the 
zpital alone unworthy of their Regard. 

' That the preſent Neglect of cleaaſing and paving the 
reis, is ſuch as ought not to be borne, that the Paſſenger is 
nery where either lurprized and endangered by unexpected 
liz/ms, or offended and obſtructed by Mountains of Filth, 
1 well known to every one, that has paſſed a ſingle Day in 
ei great City ; and that this Grievance is without Remedy, 
200: {ufficient Proof, that no Magiſtrate has at preſent Power 
dremove it; for every Man's private Regard to his own 
aſe and Safety, would incice him to exert his Authority on 
Wi Occaſion, | | | 
* I humbly propoſe therefore, that a Bill may be brought 
Wt the Houſe, to enable his Majeſty's Juftices of Peace tor 
e Liberties of Weſtminſter, , to inſpect the public Ways of 
ls City, and puniſh the Neglect of cleapfing and paving 
dem; or that a new Officer be appointed, and. veſted with 
ul Authority for the ſame Purpoſe.” | 


Mr. Sandys. 


Lord Gage. 


(362) 
- Mr. Sandys, | iy 
S1n, | | 
« I believe the Grievance, ſo much complained of by the 
Right Honourable Member, is not difficult to be removed 
without a new Act of the Legiſlature, being, perhaps, more 
properly to be imputed. to the Negligence .of the Juſtices, 
than a Deſect of their Authority; for they have already ſuf. 
ficient Power to regulate this Diſorder: And I may be al- 


lowed to hope, Sir, that they do not want Leiſure to obſerve 
it, for their Number is ſo great, that if we ſuppoſe them to 


be wholly engaged by the common Buſineſs of their Office, 


a Foreigner would have Occafion of reproaching us with 
Defects more important than want of Delicacy, and might 
juſtly cenſure us as a People corrupt, beyond the common 
Rate of human Wickedneſs, a Nation divided only into two 
Claſſes, Magiſtrates and Criminals. + | 
But they, in reality, abound ſo much among us, that moſt 
of them are only nominal Magiſtrates, veſted with Authority, 
which they never exert, or exert to bad Purpoſes, and which 
it were well if they were obliged to employ in the real Ser- 
vice of their Country, by ſuperintending the Paviours and 
the Scavengers, | 
For this Reaſon it is unneceſſary to erect a new Officer, 
as an Inſpector of our Streets, fince every Office that is not 
neceflary is pernicious : Were Conſequences of this Grie. 


| vance ſuch as they have been repreſented, I ſhould perhaps 


willingly ere& a new Office, though I ſhould not be ſurpriſed 
to hear the wiſeſt Man declare, rather for a Peſtilence than 
an Increaſe of Officers, 

'« As I neither think the Grievance inſupportable, nor 
the Methods propoſed for removing it neceſſary or proper, 
I declare myſelf againſt the Motion. ES #2 

Lord Gage. 

8.1 R, 

As the Grievance cannot be denied to be real, and the 
Motion therefore may reaſonably be imagined to have been 
made without any other Intention than of benefiting the 
Public by an uſeful * I cannot — any . 
Reaſon for a Rejecti ntpto contemptuous. 

That every — diſguſted, = almoſt every Man daily 
endangered in our Streets, has not been denied, nor will 
any Man, I ſuppoſe, queſtion what, if he has not yet 9, 
rienced it, he may perhaps be fully convinced of, in his 
next Viſit or Excurſion. . 

« Thoſe Evils, which every Man feels, though flight, are 
worthy of the Attention of the Legiſlature, and that * 


| \ (363) | 

that threatens. Multitudes, thbugh diſtant, ought to be 
werted ; for a {mall Diſorder, like a ſmall Expence, wen 
i extends to Multitudes, becomes a national Affair. : 

But though this Motion may perhaps be liable to ſome 
Objections, there is certainly no ſuch Abſurdity to be found 15 
ul, as may juſtify us in rejecting it without Rrxamination; 
to reject a Motion when it is firſt offered, is a Proof of Pre- 
judice, next to that of rejecting it unheard ; it is to deter- 
nine a Queſtion, before it is diſcuſſed or can be fully under- 


« I cannot but differ very widely in Opinion from the 
Right Honourable Member > Br fooke 1 ich regard to — 
the Propriety of oppoſing a Motion, when it is firit made; a | 
practice, which I can by no Means think inconſiſtent with 
ti her Decency or Prudence, and which would perhaps be of 
Uſe ro the Public, if it was more frequent. 

When any Motion is made, it is ſubj-Red to the Conſi- 
deration of this Houſe, and every Member is at full Li- 
erty to examine and diſcuſs it. If it appears to deſerve far. 
ther Attention, it may be admitted; but if the Subject be di- 
ther improper or unſeaſonable, or the Meaſures propoſed in- 
judicious or dangerous, it is then to be rejected; and if it is 
laſt to be rejected, it is apparent, that no Time ought to be 
thrown away upon it, 

The Hours, and Days, and Weeks, that have been un 
profitably ſpeat upon Bills, which after all our Endeavours 
could not be paſſed ; the Delays of real Benefits to the Pub- 
lic, which have been produced by long Purſuits of ſhadowy 
Advantages, have inclined me to a more expeditious Method 
of proceeding, and determined me ſpeedily to reject what I 
cannot hope to amend.” | 

The Queſtion being put, it paſſed in the Negative, 142 
iginſt 109 
| Two diltin& Accounts having been made public of the 
important Debates upon the Mutiny Act, and the Seamen's 
bill, and it being difficult to decide which is the moſt authen- 
ic, we have thought it our Duty to make the Reader his 
dn Judge by inſertiog both. 

The firſt on the Mutiny Bill is to be found Page 123: \ 
and that on the Seaman's Bill, Page 48, 199, 236, 463. 

And the laſt are as follow. Ina Committee for the Con- 
ideration of the Bill for the Puniſhment of Mutiny and De- 
l:rt1on, and for the better Payment of the Army and their 
Quarters, Sc. Sir William Yonge, deſired that the zoth 

Aaa 2 and 
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and 26th Clauſes of the late Ac might be read, which 


were read as follows : | 


; XX. 1 | 
e Tt is hereby enacted, that the Officers and Soldiers, ſq 


quartered and billeted, ſhall be received by the Owners of th 
the Inns, Livery Stables, Ale-houſes,, ViQualling-Houſes, and Pa 
other Houſes, in which they are allowed to be quartered and la 
billeted by this Act; and ſhall pay ſuch, reaſonable Prices as - 
ſhall be appointed from time to time by the Juſtices of the of 
Peace in their General and Quarter Seſſions of each County 5 
City, or Diviſion, within their reſpective Juriſdictions: And 
the Juſtices of the Peace aforeſaid are hereby empowered and 4 
required to ſet and appoint, in their General and Quarter : 
Seſſions aforeſaid, ſuch reafor*.ble Rates for all neceſſary rel 
Proviſions for ſuch Officers and Soldiers, for one or more 
Nights, in the ſeveral Cities, Towns, Villages, and other * 
Places, which they ſhall come to in their March, or which W 
ſhall be appointed for their Reſidence and Quarters,” * » 
% That the Quarters both of Officers and Soldiers in in 
Great Britain may be duly paid and ſatisfied, be it enacted, 
that every Officer, to whom it belorgs to receive the Pay Wl 
or Subſiſtence - Money, either for a whole Regiment, or par- ' 
ticular Troops and Companies, ſhall immediately, upon each c0 
' Receipt of every particular Sum, on Account of Pay or Sub- th 
ſiſtence, give public Notice thereof to all Perſons keeping b 
Inns, or other Places where Officers and Soldiers are quarter- th 
ed by Virtue of this Act: Alſo appoint them and others to 
repair to their Quarters within four Days at the fartheſt after Wl C 
the Receipt of the ſame, to declare the Accounts or Debts !2' 
(if any ſhall be) between them, and the Officers and Sol- 1 
diers quartered in their reſpective Houſes; which Accounts the ©: 
ſaid Officer or Officers are hereby required immediately to At 
diſcharge, beſore any Part of the ſaid Pay or Subfiſtence bel '' 
diſtributed to the Oficers or Soldiers: Provided the ſaid Ac- en 
counts exceed not for a Commiſſion Officer of Horſe, under tic 
a Captain, for one Day's Diet and Small Beer, Two Shil- | 
lings; for one Commiſſion Officer of Dragoons under all '' 
Captain one Shilling, for one Commiſſion Officer of Foot La 
under a Captain, one Shilling ; and for Hay and Straw, for no 
one Horſe, Six Pence; for one Dragoon or Light Horſe- U 
man's Diet and Small Beer, each Day Six Pence, and Hay ſel 
and Straw for his Horſe, Six Pence; and alſo not to exceed £ 


Four Pence a Day, for one Foot Soldier's Diet and Small 
Beer.“ | | | 5 
2 


„5 | (365) 3 | TI 
He then ſpoke to the following Effet. _ CO 
S1n, | | n 


Whether there is any real Difficulty in the Clauſes Sir William 
which you have now heard read, or whether there are ſuch Vonge. 
Paſſages as may be eaſily underſtood by thoſe who have no 
Intereſt to miſtake them, and which are only clouded by an 
artificial Obſcurity, whether they are in themſelves capable 
of different Meanings, or whether Avarice or Poverty have 
produced unreaſonable Interpretations, agd found Ambigui- 
ties only becauſe they were determined not to be diſappoint- 
ed in their Search; whether this Law is diſobeyed, becauſe 
it is miſunderſtood, or only miſunderſiood by thoſe who had 
reſolved to difobey it, the Committee muſt determine, 

It has been for many Years underliood that Innholders; 
and Keepers of Public Houſes were obliged by this Law to 
{upply Soldiers quartered upon them with Diet and Small Beer, 
ind Hay and Straw for their Horſes, at ſuch Rates as are 
mentioned in the Act; nor can I diſcover that theſe Clauſes 
admit of any other Interpretation, or that any other could be 
intended by the Senate by which it was enacted. Fa 

© The Pay of the Soldiers, Sir, was well known to thoſe 
who gave their Conſent to this Law, it was intended by them 
that the Soldiers ſhould be ſupplied with Neceſſaries, and it 
could not be meant that they ſhould pay for them more than 
they received ; they therefore eſtabliſhed the Rate at which 
they were to be furniſhed, and fixed the higheſt Rate which 
the Wages of a Soldier allow him to pay, MW: 

This Interpretation was, as I ſuppoſe, from its apparent 
Conſonance to Reaſon, univerſally allowed, till the Inhabi- 
unts of Ledbury, whither Soldiers had been ſent to ſuppreſs 
a Riot and enforce the Laws, found their Apprehenſions ſo 
ſharpen'd by their Malice, that they diſcovered in the Act an 
Ambiguity, which had, till that Time, eſcaped the Penetra- 
tion of the molt Sagacious; and, upon Compariſon of one Cir- 
cumſtance with another, found themſelves under no Obliga- 
tion to give any Aſſiſtance to the Soldiers. 

They therefore, Sir, not only refuſed to afford them 
Victuals at the accuſtomed Rates, but proceeding from one 
Latitude of Inter pretation to another, at length denied them 
not only the Privilege of Diet, but the Uſe of Kitchen 
Utenſils, to dreſs the Proviſions, which they bought for them- 
ſelves, and at laſt denigd their Claim to the Fire itſelf. 

* The Soldiers, exaſperated not only at the Breach of 
their eſtabliſhed and unconteſted Privileges, but at the Priva- 
tion of the Neceſſaries of Life, began to think of Methods 
more ſpeedy and efficacious than thoſe of Arguments and 

Remonſtrances, 
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Remonſtrances, and to form Reſolutions of 


Force what, in their Opinions, was only by Force witkheld L 
from them. | { | Ji 
« What might have been the Event of this Controverſy nil 
to what Extremities a Conteſt about Things ſo ne pc 
might have been carrjed, how wide the Conteſt might have nc 

ſpread, or how long it might have laſted, we may imagine, 
but cannot determine; had not a ſpeedy Deciſion been pro. lj 
is 


cured, its Conſequences might have been fatal to Multitudes, 
and a great Part of the Nation been thrown into Conſuſion. 

Having received an Account of the Affair from the 
Officers who commanded at that Place, I conſulted the At- 
torney General what was the Deſign of the Law, and the 
Extent of the Obligation enforced 6 it, and was anſwered, 


by him, that the Sums which were to be paid for the Diet of Ut 
the Men, and the Hay and Straw for the Horſes being ſpe- die 
cified, it muſt neceſſarily be intended, by the Legiſlature, Ye 
that no higher Rates ſhould be demanded ;—that the Power th 
granted to the Juſtices of Peace was wholly in favour of the = 
Soldier, and that they might leſſen the Payment at Diſcre- mi 
tion in Places of uncommon Cheapneſs, or Years .of extra- (0 
ordinary Plenty, but could not increaſe it on any Occafion. at 
Another Diſpute, Sir, of the like Nature was occaſioned d. 
by the late Scarcity at Wakefield, where the Juſtices, upon the wi 
Application of the Inn-keepers, made uſe of the Authority ba 
which they ſuppoſed, to have been repoſed in them by the 15 
Act, and raiſed the Price of Hay and Straw to Eightpence, ni 
which the Soldiers were not able to pay, without ſuffering 
for Want of ViQuals. thi 
On this Occaſion likewiſe I was apply'd to, and upon pul 
conſulting the preſent Attorney-General), received the ſame 0 
Anſwer as before; and tranſmittiog his Opinion to the Place Ik 
from whence I received the Complaint, it had ſo much Re- pl 
gard paid to it, that the additional Demand was thence-for- tha 
ward remitted. 8 tail 
« The Letters which thoſe two learned Lawyers ſent to | 
me on this Subject I have now in my Hand; and hope their 
Opinion will be thought ſufficient Authority for the Interpre- | 
tation of an Act of Parliament. | 
Nor is their Authority, Sir, however great, ſo ſtrong 1 
Proof of the Juſtneſs of this Interpretaion, as the Reaſona- r 
bleneſs, or rather Neceſſity of admitting it. The only Argu- 
ment that can be produced againſt it, is the Hardſhip im- 1 
poſed by it on the Innholder, Who, as it is objected, muſt be 80 
obliged by the Law, ſo underſtood, to furniſh the Soldiers Wi , 


with Proviſions for a Price at which he cannot afford * 
: | « but 
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« But let .it be confidered, how much more eafily the 
Landlord can farniſh them at this Price, than they can pro- 
ride for themſelves, and the Difficulty will immediately va- 
ziſh. If Soldiers are neceſſary, they muſt neceſſarily be ſup- 
ported, and ĩt appears, upon Reflection, that their Pay will 5 
not ſupport them by any ether Method, TY 
6 if hey are obliged to buy their Victuals, they muſt 
likewiſe buy Fire and Implements to dreſs them ; and what 
is ſtill a greater Hardſhip, they muſt (ell them, and buy new, 
it every Change of their Quarters : If chis is impoſſible, it 
will be allowed not to be the Meaning of the Houſe, upon 
whoſe Wiſdom it would be a Cenſute too ſevere to ſuppoſe 
them capable of enacting Im poſſibilities. s : 
But to the Inn-bolder, Sir, whoſe Utenſils are always in 
Uſe, and whoſe Fire is always burning, "the Diet of a Sol- 
lier coſts only the original Price paid to the Butcher, and in 
Years of common Plenty may be afforded without Loſs, at 
the Price mentioned in the Act. It cannot, indeed, be de- 
tied that, at preſent, every Soldier is a Burthen to the Fa- 
nily on which he is quartered, in many Parts of the King- 
dom ; but it may be reaſonably hoped, that the preſent Scar- 
city will quickly ceaſe, and that Proviſions will fall back to 
their former Value; and even, amidſt all the Complaints, 
vith which the Severity and Irregularity of the late Seaſons 
have filled the Nation, there are many Places where Soldiers 
may be maintained at the ſtated Rates, with very little Hard- 
hip to their Landlords, ? | 
However, Sir, as this Interpretation of the Act, tho? 
thus ſupported both by Authority and Reaſon, has been diſ- 
puted and denied, as ſome Lawyers may be of a different 
Opinion from thoſe whom I have con ſuſted, and as it is not 
likely Chat the Practice thus interrupted will now be com- 
plied with as a Preſcription, I think it neceſſary to propoſe 
that the Price of a Soldier's Diet be more explicitly aſcer- 
ained, that no room may remain for future Controverſies.” 
Mr. Sandys. 6: 
S 1s * | 
am very far from thinking the Authority of theſe Mr. Sandys, 
earned Gentlemen, whoſe Letters are produced, incontrover. 
able Proof of the Juſtneſs of an Interpretation of an AR 
of the Houſe, where that Ipterpretation is not in itſelf war- 
nnted by Reaſon, nor confiſtent with the Preſervation, or 
Enjoyment of Property. Much leſs ſhall I agree to ſupport 
| their Interpretation by a new Law, or eſtabliſh, by an Act of 
tte Legiſlature, a kind of Oppreſſion, for which, however 
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- 272 ſubmitted to, nothing could be pleaded hithertd bit o. 
Om. * b | * | | I; 
The Burthen, Sir, of a Standidg-thrmngs/ds already too - 
heavy to be much longer ſupported, nor ought we to add [; 
Weight to it by new Impoſitions ; it ſurely muck better be- th 
comes the Repreſentatives of the, Nation to attend to the 
Complaints of their Conſtituents, and where they are found de 
to ariſe from real Grievances, to contrive ſome Expedient Wi 
for alleviating their Calamities. | 9. 42 * 0 
A heavy and dreadful Calamity, Sir, lies now in a parti- in 
cular manner upon the People; the. Calamity of | Famine, 
one of the fevereſt Scourges of Providence, has filled the fo 
whole Land with Miſery and Lamentation ; and ſurely no- all 
thing can be more-inhaman than to chuſe out this Seaſon of W 
Horror, for new Encroachments on their Privileges, and 
new Invaſions of the Rights of Nature, the Dominion of ea 
their own Houſes, and the Regulation of their own Tables. it 
The Honourable Gentleman, Sir, has mentioned Places * 
where Proviſions, as he ſays, are ſtill to be bought at eaſy = 
Rates. For my Part, Iam fixed in no ſuch happy Corner of 
the Kingdom; I ſee nothing but Scarcity, and bear nothing 
but Complaints, and: ſhall therefore be very far from admit- 
ting now ſuch Methods of ſupporting the Army, as were 
thought too burthenſome in Times of Plenty ; nor will com- 90 
bine in laying a new Tax upon any Claſs of my Country men, Su 
when they are ſinking under an enormous Load of Impoſts, ui 
and in want of the Neceſſaries of Life.“ { at 
Sir William Yonge. In 
the 
S 18, ; a [ 
Sir William Nothing is more eaſy than Outcry and FExaggeration, * 
Yonge. nor any thing leſs uſeful for the Diſcovery of Fruth, or the " 
Eſtabliſhment of Right. The moſt neceſſary Meaſures may ne 
often admit of very florid Exclamations againſt them, and ba 
may furniſh very fruitful Topics of Invective. mi 
When our Liberties, Sir, are endangered, or our Coun- le 
try invaded, it may be very eaſy, when it is propoſed that To 
we ſhould bave Recourſe to our Swords for Security, to be- the 
wail in pathetic Language the Miſeries of War, ta, deſcribe 
the Deſolation of Cities, the Waſte of Kingdoms, the Inſo- of 
lence of Victory, and the Cruelty of Power inflamed by ret 
- Hoſtilities. Yet to what will thoſe Repreſentations contri- ma 
bute, but to make tnat difficult which yet cannot be avoided, To 
and embarraſs Meaſures which muſt however be purſued. 
Such, Sir, appear to ine to be the Objection made to the it 
Method now propoſed of providing Neceſſaries for the Sol- pr 
diers, Methods not elig le for their own fake, but which lic 


ought 
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ought not to be too loudly condemned, till fome better can 
ſubſtituted. For why ſhoald the Public be alarmed with 
groundleſs Apprehenſions, or why ſhould we make thoſe 
Laws which our Affairs oblige us to enact, leſs agreeable to 
the People by' partial Repreſentations ? 
In the Diſcuffion of this Queſtion, Sir, it is to be conſi- 
dered whether Soldiers are to be ſupported, and whether ir 
will be more proper to maintain them by the Method of af. 
certaining the Rates at which they are to be ſupplied, or by 
increaſing their Pay. | 
One of theſe two ways it is neceſſary to take ; the Provi- 
ſons are already fixed at as high a Price as their Pay will 
allow ; if, therefore, they are expected to pay more, their 
Wages muſt be increaſed. | | 
For my Part I ſhalt comply with either Method, tho! I 
cannot but think it my Duty to declare, that, in my Opinion, 
it is ſafer to fix the Price of Proviſions, which muſt fink in 
their Value, than to raiſe the Pay of the Army, which may 
never afterwards be reduced.” 2 


Mr. Gybbon. 
0 

S IR, . 
© I agree, Sir, with the Honourable Gentleman, that if Mr. Gybbon, 
Soldiers are neceſſary, we muſt make Proviſions for their 
Support. This is indiſputably certain; but it is no leſs cer- 
nin, that where Soldiers are neceſſary, Reſtraints and Regu- 
ations are neceſſary likewiſe, to preſerve thoſe from being 
inſulted and plundered by them, who maintain them for 
the fake of ProteQion. 
The Uſefulneſs, Sir, of this Caution ſeems not to be 
known, or not regarded by the Gentlemen whoſe Propoſal 
rave Occaſion to this Debate; for by enacting Laws in ge- 
reral Terms, as he ſeems to adviſe, we ſhould leave the un- 
tappy Inn-keeper wholly at the Mercy of his Gueſts, who 
night plunder and inſult him under the Protection of the 
Legiſlature, might riot as in a conquered Country, and ſay— 
To this Treatment you are ſubjected by the Determination of 
tte Parliament. 
The unhappy Man, Sir, could have no Profpe either 
of Quiet or Safety, but by gratifying all the Expectations of 
turning Civilities for Inſolence, and receiving their Com- 
mands with the ſame Submiſſion that is paid in capitulating 
Towns to the new Garriſon, 
f it be neceſſary to aſcergain the Price, is it not neceſſary 
it the ſame time to aſcertain the Species and Quantity of 
1 to be allowed for it? Is a " to fatten - — 

cies, and to revel in Superfluities, for 4d. a Day ? Ought 
You Vikk 7 "% bb not 
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not ſome Limits to be ſet to his Expectations and ſome Re- 
ſtraints preſcribed to his Appetite? Is he to change his Fare 
with all the Capriciouſneſs of Luxury, and relieve, by Va. 
riety, the Squeamiſnneſs of Excels ? 248 
Such Demands as theſe, Sir, may be thought ludictous 
and trifling, by thoſe who do not reflect on the Inſolence of 
S!aves in Authority, who do not conſider that the Licenſe of 
a Military Life is the chief Inducement that brings Volun- 
tiers into the Army; an Inducement which would, indeed, 
make all Impreſſes ſuperfluous, were this Propoſal to be 
adopted. For bow readily would all tht Lazy and Voluptuous 
engage in a State of Life which would qualify them to live 
upon * Labour of others, and to be profuſe without Ex- 
nce 
Pe. Our Army may by this Method be increaſed ; but the 
Number of thoſe by whom they are to be maintained, muſk 
quickly diminiſh. For by Exaction and Oppreſſion the poorer 
Inn-keepers muſt quickly become Bankrupts, and the Sol- 
diers that loſe their Quarters, muſt be added to the Dividend 
allotted to the more wealthy, who by this additional Burden 
will ſoon be reduced to the ſame State, and then our Army 
muſt ſubſiſt upon their Pay, becauſe they will no longer have 
It in their Power to increaſe it by Plunder, "4 
© It will then be inevitably neceſſary to divide the Army 
from the reſt of the Community, and to build Barracks for 
their Reception; an Expedient, which, tho' it may afford 
preſent Eaſe to the Nation, cannot be put in PraQtice with- 
out Danger to our Liberties. | | 
The Reaſon, for which ſo many Nations have been en- 
flaved by Standing-Armies, is nothing more than the Diffe- 
rence of a Soldier's Condition from that of other Men. Sol- 
diers are governed by particular Laws, and ſubje@ to parti- 
cular Authority; Authority, which, in the manner of its 
Operation, has icarcely any Reſemblance of the Civil Power, 
Thus they ſoon learn to think themſelves exempt from all 
other Laws; of which, they either do not diſcover the Uſe, 
and therefore eaſily conſent to aboliſh them; or envy the 
Happineſs of thoſe who are protected by them, and ſo pre- 
vail upon themſelves to deſtroy thoſe Privileges which have 
no other Effect, with regard to them, but to aggravate their 
own Dependence. 8 3 
* Theſe, Sir, are the natural Conſequences of a military 
Subjection; and if theſe Conſequences are not always ipee- 
dily produced by it, they muſt be retarded by that Tender- 
neſs which conſtant Intercourſe with the reſt of the Nation 
preeuces, by the Exchange of reciprocal Acts of Kindnels, 
and by the frequent Inculcation of the Wickedneſs of con- 
f 5 tributing 
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tributing to the Propagation of Slavery, and the Subverſio 
of the Rights of Nature; Inculcations which cannot be a- 
yoided by Men who live in conſtant Fellowſhip with their 
Countrymen, a 

But Soldiers ſhut up in a Barrick, excluded from all 
Converſation with ſuch as are wiſer and honeſter than them= . 
ſelves, and taught that nothing is a Virtue but implicit Obe- 
dience to the Commands of their Officers, will ſoon become 
Foreigners in their own Country, and march againſt the De- 
fenders of their Conſtitution, with the ſame AlaCrity as a- 

init an Army of. Invaders ravaging the Coaſts; they will 
loſe all Senſe of ſocial Duty and of ſocial Happineſs, and 
think nothing illuſtrious but to enſlave and deſtroy. 

So fatal, Sir will be the Effects of an Eſtabliſhment of 
Barracks, or petty Garriſons in this Kingdom; and there- 
fore, as Barracks muſt be built when Inn-keepers are ruined, 
and our Concurrence with this Propoſal mult produce their 
Ruin, I hope it will not be neceſſary to prove by any other 
Argument, that the Motion ought to be rejected. 


Mr. Henry Pelham. 


SIR, 

© Tho? I am not inclined by loud Exaggerations and af. Mr. Henry 
{ited Expreſſions of Tenderneſs to depreſs the Courage, or Pelham 
inflame the Suſpicions of the People, to teach them to com- 
lain of Miſeries which they do not feel, or ward againſt ill 
Deſigns which were never formed, yet no Man is more 
rally ſollicitous for their Happineſs, or more deſirous of re- 
noving every real Cauſe of Fear and Occaſion of Hardſhips. 

This Affection to the People; an Affection ſteady, regu- 
ar and unſhaken, has always prompted me to prefer their 
ral to their ſeeming Intereſt, and rather to conſult the Secu- 
ity of their Privileges than the Gratification of their Paſ- 
tons; it has hitherto. determined me to vote for ſuch a Body 
of Troops as may defend us againſt ſudden Inroads and wan- 
bn Inſults, and now incites me to propoſe that ſome effica- 
cous Method may be ſtruck out for their Support, without 
exaſperating either the Soldiers or their Landtords by perpe- 
tal Wrangles, or adding to the Burden of a military Elta- 
bihhment tae Neceſſity of Contentions in Courts of Law. 

* I know not with what View thoſe have ſpoken by 
vhom the Propoſal firſt made has been oppoſed; they have 
ndeed propoſed Objections, ſome of which are ſuch as may 
be eaſily removed, and others ſuch as ariſe from the Nature 
a Things, and ought not therefore to be mentioned, becauſe 
they have no other Tendency than to enflame the Minds of 
hole that hear them againſt an Army, at a Time when it is 
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allowed to be neceſſary, and prove only what was never de- 
nied, that no human Meaſures are abſolutely. perfeft, and 

that it is often impoſſible to avoid a greater Evil, but by ſuf. 
fering'a leſs. | Pl Ota: 

6 The Queſtion before us, Sir, is in its own Nature ſo 
ſimple, ſo little connected with Circumſtances that may dif. 
tract our Attention, or induce different Men to &ifferent 
Conſiderations, that, when I reflect upon it, I cannot eafily 
conceive by what Art it can be made the Subject of long 
Harangues, or how the moſt fruitful Imagination can expa- 
tiate upon it. ** f *1 *: 8.3.” Mp 

« It is already admitted that an Army is neceſſary; the 
Pay of that Army is already eſtabliſhed ; the accidental 
Scarcity of Forage and Victuals is ſuch, chat the Pay is not 
ſufficient to maintain them; how-then muſt the Deficiencies 
be ſupplied ? It has been propoſed either to fix the Price of 
Proviſions with reſpect to them, or to advance their Wa 
in ſome Proportion to the Price of Proviſions. Both theſe 
Methods ſeem to meet with Diſapprobation, and yet the 
Army is to be ſupported. | : 

« Thoſe who reaſon thus, do ſurely not expect to be an- 
ſwered, or at leaſt expect from a Reply no other Satisfaction 
than that of ſeeing the Time of the Seſſion waſted, and the 
Adminiſtration harraſſed with vial Delays, for what can 
be urged with any Hope of Succeſs to him who will openly 
deny contradictory Propoſitions, who will neither move nor 
ſtand ſtill, who will neither diſband an Army nor ſupport it. 
Whether theſe Gentlemen conceive that an Army may 
ſubſiſt without Victuals till the Time of Scarcity is over, or 
whether they have raiſed thoſe Forces only to ſtarve them, 
I am not ſagacious enough to conjecture; but ſhall venture 
to obſerve, that if they have ſuch a Confidence in the Mo- 
deration and Regularity of the Soldiers, as to imagine that 
they will ſtarve with Weapons in their Hands, that they will 
live within the Sight of full Tables, and languiſh with Hun- 


ger, and periſh for want of Neceſſaries, rather than diminiſh 


the Superfluities of others, they ought for ever to ceaſe- their 
Outcries about the Licentiouſneſs, Inſolence, and Danger of 

a Standing-Army. | 
But, not to fink into Levity unworthy of this Aﬀembly, 
may I be permitted to hint that theſe Arts of protracting 
our Debates, are by no Means conſiſtent with the Reaſons 
for which we are aſſembled, and that it is a much better 
Proof, both of Ability and Integrity, to remove Objections, 
than to raiſe them, and to facilitate, than to retard, the Buſi- 

neſs of the Public? | En? EM 
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The Propoſal made at firſt was only to elucidate a Law 
which had been regularly obſerved for fifty Years, and to re- 
move fuch Ambiguities ag tended only to embarraſs the [nn- 
holders,” not to relieve them. 4 

To this many ObjeRions have been made, and much 
Declamation has been employed to diſplay the, Hardſhips of 
maintaining Soldiers, but no better Method has been yer diſ- 
covered, nor do I expect that any will be ſtarted, not at- 
tended with greater Difficulties. | Ga 

In all political Queſtions, Queſtions too extenſive to be 
fully comprehended by ſpeculative Reaſon, Experience is the 
Guide which a wiſe Man will follow with the leaſt Diftruſt, 
and it is no trivial Recommendation of the preſent Method, 
that it has been ſo loag purſued without any formidable In. 
convenience or loud Complaints. SE” 

« Hardſhips, even when real, are alleviated by long Cuſ- 
tom; we bear any preſent Unegſineſs with leſs Regret, as 
we leſs remember the Time in which we were more happy; 
at leaſt by loag Acquaintance with any Grievance we gain 
this Advantage, that we know it in its whole Extent, that it 
cannot be aggravated by our Imagination, and that there is no 
room for ſuſpecting that any Miſery is yet behind more heavy 
than that which we have already borne. 

Such is the Preſent State of the Practice now recommen- 
ced to this Aſſembly, a Practice to which the Inn keepers 
have long ſubmitted, and found it at leaſt tolerable ; to which 
they knew themſelves expoſed when they took out aLicenſe for 
the Exercife of that Profeſſion, and which they conſider as a 
Tax upon them, to be balanced againſt the Advantages which 
they expect from their Employment. 

This Tax cannot be denied at preſent to be burthenſome 
in a very uncemmon Degree; but this Weight has not been 
of long Continuance, and it may be reaſonably hoped that 
it will now be made every Day lightef. It is indeed true, 
that no unneceflary Impoſitions ought to be laid upon the Na- 
tion even for a Day, and if any Gentleman can propoſe a 
Method by which this may be taken off or alleviated, I ſhall 
readily comply with his Propoſal, and concur in the Eſta- 
bliſkment of new Regulations. 

Witch regard to Barracks ] cannot deny that they are 
juſtly Names of Terror to a free Nation, that they tend to 
make an Army ſeem part of our Conſtitution, and may con- 
tribute to infuſe into the Soldiers a Diſregard of their Fellow 
Subjects, and an Indifference about the Liberties of their 
Country; but I cannot diſcover any Connection between a 
Proviſion for the Support of the Soldiers in Public Houſes, 


in a State of conſtant Familiarity with their PRO, 


gerous or inconvenient, it ſeems by no means contrary to his 
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and the Ereftion of Barracks, by which they will be, per” 
haps, for ever, ſeparated from them, nor can diſcover any 
Thing in the Method of ſupporting them now recommended 
that does not tend rather to the Promotion of mutual 


Offices and the Confirmation of Friendſhip and — 


81 , 1 ö 5 
* Whence the Impropriety of raiſing ObjeQions to any 
Meaſures that are propoſed is imagined to ariſe I am unable 
to diſcover, having hitherto admitted as an uncontrovertible 
Opinion, that it is the Duty of every Member of this Houſe 
to deliver, without Reſerve, his Sentiments upon any Queſtion 
which is brought before him, and to approye or cenſure a- 

cording to his Conviction. „ 
If it be bis Duty, Sir. to condemn what he thinks dan. 


Duty, to ſhew the Reaſon of his Cenſure, or to lay before 
the Houſe thoſe Objections which he cannot ſurmount by his 
own Reflection. It certainly js not neceſſary to admit im- 
plicitly all that is aſſerted; and to deny or diſapprove with · 
out Reaſon, can be no Proof of Duty, or of Wiſdom ; and 
how ſhall it be known, that he who produces no Objections, 
acts from any other Motives, than private Majevolence, Diſ- 
content, or Caprice? | 

Nor is it, Sir, to be imputed as a juſt Reaſon for Cenſure 
to thoſe who have oppoſed the Motion, that no other Mea- 
{ares have been offer'd them to the Conſideration of the Com- 
mittee. It is neceſſary to demoliſh a uſeleſs or ſhattered Edi- 
fice, before a firm and habitable Building can be erected in 
its Place; the firſt Step to the Amendment of a Law is to 
ſhew its Defects; for why ſhould any Alteration be made 
where no Inconveniency is diſcovered ? | 
' © To the chief Objection that was offered, no Anſwer has 

et been made, nor has the Houſe been informed how the Inn · 

_ ſhall be able to diſcover when he has paid the Tax 
which this Law lays upon him. This is indeed a Tax of a 
very particular Kind, a Tax without Limits, and to he levi- 
ed at the Diſcretion of him for whoſe Benefit jt is paid, Sol- 
diers, quartered upon theſe Terms, are more properly raiſing 
Contributions in an Enemy's Country, than receiving Wages 
in their own. | 

« Is it intended by this Motion, that the Inn-keepers ſhall 
judge what ought to be allowed the Soldier for his Money! 
I do not ſee then that any Alteration is propoſed in the pre- 
ſent Condition of our Army, for who has ever refuſed to 
ſell them Fogd for their Money at the common Price, — 
| ä | | 8 


ö - - > "5 } 
what Neceſſity is there for a Law to enforce a PraQtice equally 
to the Advantage of all Parties? If it be propoſed that the 
coldier ſhall judge for himſelf, that he ſhall ſet what Value 
he ſhall think fit on his own Money, and that he ſhall be at 
once the Interpreter and Executioner of this new Law, the 
Condition of the Inn-keeper will then be ſuch as no Slave in 
the Mines of America can envy, and ſuch as he will gladly 
quit for better Treatment under the moſt arbitrary and op- 
preſſive Government. n 

« Nor will the Inſolence of the Soldier, thus inveſted with 
unlimitted Authority, thus entitled to implicit Obedience, and 
exalted above the reſt of Mankind, by ſeeing his Claim only 
bounded by his own Moderation, be confined to his unhappy 
Landlord, Every Gueſt will become ſubje& to his Intrufion, 
and the Paſſenger muſt be content to want his Dinner, when- 
ever the Lord of the Inn ſhall like it better than his own. 

That theſe Apprehenſions, Sir, are not groundleſs, may 
be proved from the Condu@ of thoſe Men, even when the 
Law was not ſo favourable to their Deſigns ; ſome of them 
have already claimed the ſole Dominion of the Houſes in 
which they were quartered, and inſulted Perſons of very 
high Rank, and whom our antient Laws had intended to ſet 
above the Inſults of a turbulent Soldier. They have ſeen 
the Proviſions which they had ordered, taken away by Force, 
partly, perhaps, to pleaſe the Appetite of the Invader, and 
partly to gratify his Inſolence, and give him an Opportunity 
of boaſting among his Comrades, how ſucceſsfully he bluſ- 
tered k « 


e 
ty 
ed 
od 
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di. lf it be neceſſary, Sir, to inſert a new Clauſe in the AR 
I in to prevent Law-ſuits, which, however advantageous they 
s to may ſometimes be to me, I ſhall always be ready to obviate, 


it is ſurely proper to limit the Claim of one Party as well as 
that of the other, for how elſe is the Ambiguity taken away ? 
The Difficulty may be indeed transferred, but is by no means 
removed, and the Inn-keeper muſt wholly repoſe himſelf 
won the Lenity and Juſtice of the Soldier, or apply to the 
Courts of Law for the Interpretation of the Act? 
© The Queſtion between us, is ſaid to be ſo free from Per- 
plexity, that it can ſcarcely give Occafion for Harangues or 
Diſputations, and indeed it capnot but be allowed, that the 
Controverſy may ſoon be brought to a ſingle Point, and I 
think nothing more is neceſſary than to enquire, if Inn-hol- 
lers ſhall be obliged to provide Victuals for Soldiers at a 
lated Price, what, and how much the Soldier ſhall demand, 
The Power of raiſing Money at Pleaſure, has been hi- 
therto denied to our Kings, and ſurely we oughtnot to place 
ka; Confidence in the lowelt, that has been refuſed to — 
4 mo 


the ſame Time new Powers of Extortion and Oppreſſion.. 


Mr. Winning, 
ton. 


are expoſed; for unleſs ſome better Expedient can be pro- 


Odjections, which afford no real Information, nor tend to 
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moſt exalted of Mankind, or inveſt our Soldiers with Power, 
which neither the moſt warlike of ur Monarchs could con- 1 


ſtrain us, nor the moſt popular allure us to grant. in 

The Power now propoſed to be granted, is nothing leſs WH | 
than the Power of levying Money, or what is exactly equi. 
valent, the Power of railing of Money in their own Hands, 
to any: imaginary Value. * A Soldier may, if this Motion be 
complied with, demand for a Penny, what another Man 
mult purchaſe at forty times that Price. - While this is the 
Statg.of our Property, it is ſurely not very neceſſary to raiſe 
Armies for the . of it; for why ſhould we preſerve 
it from one Enemy only to throw it into the Hands of an. 
other, equally rapacious, equally mercileſs, and only diſtin. 
guiſhed from foreign Invaders, by this Circumſtance, that he 
received from our own Hands the Authority by which he 
plunders us. þ : 

« Having thus evinced the Neceſſity of determining the 
Soldiers Privileges, and the Inn-keepers Rights, I think it 
neceſſary to recommend to this Hauſe an uncommon De- 
gree of Attention to the Regulation of our military -Eſta- 
bliſhment, Which is become not only burdenſome to our 
Fellow · Subjects by the preſent Famine, but by the Increaſe 
of our Forces; an Increaſe which the Nation will not be- 
hold without Impatience, unleſs they be enabled to diſcern 
for what End they have been raiſed. 

The People of this Nation are, for very juſt Reaſons, 
diſpleaſed, even with the Appearance of a Standing-Army, 
and ſurely it is not prudent to exaſperate them, by augment- 
ing the Troops in a Year of Famine, and giving them at 


Mr. Winnington. "== 
Su x, . | | 


„ have heard nothing in this Debate, but Doubts and 


the Alleviation of thoſe Grievances which are ſo loudly 
lamented, | 8 

« Tt is not to point out Inconveniencies, or to give ſtrik- 
ing Repreſentations of the Hardſhips to which the People 


poſed, or ſome Method diſcovered, by which we may receive 
the Benefits, without ſuffering the Diſadvantages of the pre- 
ſent Practice, how does it appear that theſe Hardſhips, how- 
ever ſevere, are not inſeperable from our preſent Condition, 
and ſuch as can only be removed, by expoſing ourſelves to 
more formidable Evils? 2 Fo 


A 
— 4 
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*. As no Remedy, Sir, has been propoſed by thoſe who 
zppear Ciflatigfied with the preſent Cuſtom, it is reaſonable to 
imagine, that none will be eaſily diſcoyered ; and therefore 
cannot but think it reaſonable that the Motion ſhould be 
tomplied with. By it no new Impofition is intended, nor 
any thing more than the Eſtabliſhment of a Practice which 
has continued for more than fifty Years; and never, except 
on two Occaſions; been denied to be legal. It is only pro- 
poſed that the Parliament ſhould confirm that Interpretation 
of the Act which has been almoſt univerſally received, that 
they ſhould do what can produce no Diſturbance, becauſe it 
will make no Alterations, but may prevent them; becauſe; 
it may prevent any Attempts of Innovation, or Diverſity 
Opinions.“ | 

Sir John Barnard. 

SIR, i N FLEE py LESS” & 

© Whether the Interpretation of the Act Which is how ger john 
contended for, has been univerſally admitted, it is impoſſible Barnard. 
to know; but it is at leaſt certain, that the Practice which 
is founded upon it, has in many Places never been followed, 
nor indeed can it be made general without great Impropriety. 

Many of thoſe, Sir, who are ſtiled Keepers of Public 
Houſes, and on whom Soldiers are quartered under that De- 
nomination, have no Coaveniency of furniſhing Proviſions, 
becauſe they never ſell them: Such are many of the Keepers 
of Livery-Stables, among whom it is the common Method 
to pay Soldiers a ſmall weekly Allowance, inſtead of lodg- 
ing them in their, Houſes ; a Lodging being all which they 
conceive themſelves obliged to provide, and all that the Sol- 
diers have hitherto required; nor can we make any Altera- 
tion in this, Method; without introducing the Licence and | 
Inſolence of Soldiers into private Houſes ; into Houles hi- 
therto unacquainted with any degree of Riot, Incivility or 
Uproar. ,_ -* BY % 
| The Reaſon for which Public-Houſes are aſſigned for the 


d] 

K Quarters of Soldiers, is partly the greater Conveniency of 
k- accommodating them in Families that ſubſiſt by the Enter- 
ple WJ #inment of Strangers, and partly the Nature of their Pre- 
no- ſeſſion, which, by expoſing them to frequent Encounters with 
ive the Rude and the Debauched, enables them either to bear or 


repreſs the Inſolence of a Soldier. | | 

But wich regard, Sir, to the Perſons whom I have men- 
tioned, neither of theſe Reaſons have any Place; they have 
not, from their daily Employment, any Opportunities of 
furniſning Soldiers with Beds or Victuals, nor by their 
manner of Life are adapted to ſupport Intruſion, or ſtrug- 
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Ma Cocks. 


General Wade 


Mr. Pulteney. 


IN : 
gle with Perverſeneſs. Nor can I diſcover why ary Kt: 
ſhould force Soldiers into their Houſes, who would not wit 
lingly admit them into his own,” ' + || 

Mr. Cocks. 
81 K, . | | 0 

The Practice mentioned by the Honourable'Gentlenian 
I know to be generally followed by all thoſe that keep Ale 
houſes in the Suburbs of this Metropolis, who pay the Sol- 
diers billetted on them, a Compoſition for their Lodging, nc 
ever ſee them but when they come to receive it; ſo fa 
are they from imagining that they can claim their whole 
Sublilience at any ſtated Price. 


* if 


It is apparent, therefore, that by admitting this Motion, A 
we ſhould not confirm a Law already received, but eſtabliſh se 
new Regulation unknown to the People; that we ſhould la e 
a Tax upon the Nation, and fend our Soldiers to collect it n 

General Wade. ; #4 ; 

$ 1 R, a | | nel 

I have been long converſant with military Affairs, aud 
therefore may perhaps be able to give a more exact Account «ti 
from my own Knowledge, of the Antiquity and Extent oi” 
this Practice, than other Gentlemen have had, from theirfifſ 
way of Life, an Opportunity of obtaining, Ls 5 

It was, Sir, in the Reign of King William, the conſtant rad 

Method by which the Army was ſupported ; as may be eaſily” a 
imagined by thoſe who reflect, that it was common for the ally 
Soldiers to remain for eight or ten Months unpaid, and tha be | 
they had therefore no Poſſibility of providing for them 
ſelves the Neceſfaries of Life. Their Pay never was e 
ceived in thoſe Times by themſelves, but iſſued in Exche Ren 
quer Bills for large Sums, which the Inn-keeptrs procurec A 
to be exchanged and divided among themſelves; it Propor . 
tion to their Debts. | "Yr pre! 

© Such was the Practice, Sir, in that Reign, which ha alle 

been generally followed to this Time, and the Rates ther 0 

fixed have not ſince been changed; and as no Inconvenienc aſor 
has ariſen from this Method, I can diſcover no Reaſon a 

gainſt confirming and continuing it.” . 

Mr. Pulteney. ** 

S I Ry 7 bab 

« Thoſe that have ſpoken in Defence of the Motion, har u 
accuſed their Opponents, with great Confidence, of declaim yi | 
mg without Arguments, and of waſting the Time of the Se.. Pi 
kon, in 2 uſeleſs Repetition of Objections. _ 

2 lem 
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« I do not indeed wonder, that the Objections which have 
xen raiſed ſhould have given ſome Diſguſt; for who can be 
leaſed with hearing his Opponent produce Arguments 
zbich he cannot anſwer ? But ſurely the Repetitions may be 
acuſed: For an Objection is to be urged in every Debate 
jll it is anſwer'd, or is diſcovered to be unanſwerable. 
But what, Sir, have thoſe urged in Defence of their own 
Opinions, who ſo freely animadvert upon the Reaſonings of 
chers? What Proofs, Sir, have they given of the Superiority 
their own Abilities, of the Depth of their Reſearches, 
the Acuteneſs of their Penetration? | | 
They have not produced one Argument in Favour of their 
lotion, but that it is founded on Cuſtom ; they have not diſ- 
wrer'd, however wiſe and ſagacious, that it is always neceſſary 
p enquire whether a Cuſtom be good or bad; for, ſurely, 
nthout ſuch Enquiry no Cuſtom ought to be confirmed. 

The Motion which they would ſupport, is indeed uſeleſs 
neither Caſe ; for a good Cuſtom will continue of itſelf, and 
ne that is bad ought not to be continued. It is the Bufineſs 
the Legiſlature, to reform -Abuſes, and eradicate Corrup- 
tons ; not to give them new Strength by the Sanction of a 
Law. - 

t has been urged, Sir, that the Law in reality exiſts al- 
mdy ; that the Act has been interpreted in this Senſe, by 
te Attorney General; and that his Interpretation is gene- 
ally received. This is then the State of the Queſtion ; If 
be Practice, founded upon this Senſe of the Act, generally 
meyails, there is no Need of a new Clauſe to enforce what 
already complied with: If it does not prevail, all that has 
ken urged in Defence of the Motion falls to the Ground. 

© | do not doubt, Sir, that this Cuſtom has been received 
tout many Exceptions, and therefore think it ought till 
vremain a Cuſtom, rather than be changed into a Law, be- 
aue it will be complied with as a Cuſtom, where there are 
v Obſtacles to the Obſervation of it; and it ought not to be 
aforced by Law, where it is inconvenient and oppreſſive. 

While the Soldier, Sir, is moderate in his Demands, and 
raceable and modeſt in his Behaviour, the Innkeeper will 
dearfully furniſh him even more than he can afford at the 
ated Price; and certainly Rudeneſs, Inſolence, and unrea · 
hnable Expectations, may juſtly be puniſhed by the Forfei- 
we of ſome Conveniencies. Thus, Sir, the Inn-keeper 
nll preſerve ſome Degree of Authority in his own Houle ; 
place where the Laws of Nature give every Man Domi- 
on, and the Soldier will continue a regular and inoffenſive 
lember of civil Society. 

a ay 


Sir William 
Yonge. 
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© The Abſurdity of leaving the Soldier at large in hi yt 
Demands, and limiting the Price which the Inn-keeper is to E 
require, has been already expoſed beyond the Poſſibility of ne 
Reply; nor indeed has the leaſt Attempt been made to q 
invalidate this Objection; for it has been paſſed in Silence b & 
thoſe who have moſt zealouſly eſpouſed the Motion. m 
The Account given by the honourable Gentleman of the D 
Reaſon for which this Regulation was firſt introduced in the 0 
Reign of King William, is undoubtedly juſt; but it proves, 
Sir, that there is no Neceſſity of continuing it ; for the Sol. ty 
diers are now conſtantly paid, and therefore need not that by 
Aſſiſtance from the Inn-keeper, wif was abſolutely requi- w 
fite when they were ſometimes fix Months without Money. m. 
It has been urged, Sir, with great Importunity and Ye. al 
hemence, that ſome Expedient ſhould be propoſed in the * 
Place of this which ſo many Gentlemen who have ſpoken fe 
on this Occaſion ſeem inclined to reject, and which indeed te 
cannot be mentioned without Contempt or Abhorrence, 
That the Soldiers ſhould know as well as their Landlord their tl 
own Rights, is undoubtedly juſt, as well as that they ſhould li 
have ſome certain Means of procuring the Neceſſaries of Liſe; je 
it may therefore be proper to enact, that the Inn keeper ſhall al 
either furniſh them with Diet at the eſtabliſh'd Rates, or 
permit them to dreſs the Victuals which they ſhall buy for 2 
themſelves, with his Fire and Utenſils, and allow them Can- 1 
dles, Salt, Vinegar, and Pepper. By this Method the Sol f 
diers can e much injur'd by the Incivility of thei b 
Landlord, nor can the Inn-keeper be ſubjected to arbitrar la 
Demands. The Soldier will ſtill gain, by Decency andi *! 
Humanity, greater Conveniencies than he can procure for 
himſelf by his Pay alone, and all Opportunities of Oppreſſior r 
on either Side will in a great Meaſure be taken away. D 
I cannot but expreſs my Hopes that this Method wil! ball 2 
generally approved. Thole that have oppoſed the Eſtabliſh g 
ment of an Army will be pleaſed to ſee it made leſs grievou N 
to the People; and thoſe that have declared in its Favour d 
ought ſurely to adopt without Oppoſition, any Meaſures, bl 2 
the Purſuit of which it may be borne with fewer Complaints ; 
and leſs Reluctance. | 10 
The further Conſideration of this Queſtion was deferr d > 
and the Chairman having moved for Leave to fit again, er 
was reſolved to proceed on this Buſineſs upon the next Daz 1 
but one, in a Committee of the whole Houſe: | 10 
' When Sir William Yonge ſpoke as ſollows: 4 
S 1 R, 7 


The laſt Day which was aſſigned to the Conſideration 
of this Bill, was ſpent in long Altercations, in vague and 
| „ unneceſſar/ 
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neceſſary Diſquiſitigns, iv retroſpeclive Reflections uppy 


never happen 3 much Sagacity was exerted, and much Elo. 
quence Nip ed, but no Determination was-attained, nor 
even that Exgedient examined, by which thoſe Objectiong 
might be removed Which appeared ſo important, or thoſe 
Dangers obviated which were repreſented ſo formidable and 
ſo near, 
I hope, Sir, part of the Time which has intervened be- 
tween that Debate and the preſgat Day, has been employed 
by the Gentlemen, whoſe Scruples were ſo numerous, and 
whote Caution is ſo vigilant, in contriving ſome Methods of 
maintaining the Army without gppreſſing the Victuallers, 
and of providing for our Defence againſt foreign Enemies, 
without ſubjecting us to the Evils of Diſcontent and Difaf- 
ſeRion, which they impute to the preſent State of the mili- 
tary Eſtabliſument. r 
© To object for ever, and to advance nothing, is an eaſy Me- 
thod of Diſputation upan any Queſtion, but contributes very 
little to the Increaſe of Knowledge; an artful and acute Ob- 
jector may confound, and darken, and diſturb, but never 
afiſts Enquiry or illuſtrates Truth. 
In political Queſtions, Sir, it is ſtill more eaſy and leſs in- 
zenuous; for all political Meaſures are in ſome Degree 
right and wrong at the ſame Time; to benefit ſome they very 
frequently bear hard upon others, and are therefore only to 
be approved or rejected as Advantages appear to over-ba- 
lance the Inconveniencies, of the Inconveniencies to out weigh 
r | 

It is, Sir, the proper Province of a Senator to promote, 
rot to obſtruct the public Councils, and when he declares his 
Diſapprabation of any Expedient, to endeavour to ſubſtitute 
2 better. For how can he be ſaid to ſuſtain his Part of the 
general Burthen of public Affairs, who lays others under the 
Neceſſity of forming every Plan, and inventing every Expe- 
dient, and contents himſelf with only cenſuring what he 
never endeavours to amend ? 
That every Man who is called forth by his Country, to 
it here as the Guardian of the public Happineſs, is obliged, 
by the Natare of his Office, to propoſe in this Houſe what- 
zver his Penetration or Experience may ſuggeſt to him as 
2dvantageous to the Nation, I doubt not but all that hear 
me are ſufficiently convinced ; and therefore cannot but ſup- 
roſe that they have ſo far attended to their Duty, as to be 
able to inform us how the preſent Inconveniencies of this 


Zill may be remedied, and its Defects ſupplied. 7 
e Potty ug "Tg Fo 


Events long paſt, and in aggrayating of Grievances that may _ 


' 
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© To ſhew, Sir, at leaſt my Inclination to expedlte an 
Affair ſo important, I ſhall lay before the Houſe an Amend. 


ment that I have made to the Clauſe, purſuant to a Hint of. 


Ir. H. Pelham 


fered the laſt Day by an Honourable Member, That all 
Inn. holders, Victuallers, &c, ſhall be obliged to furniſh Sol. 
diers with Salt, Vinegar, Small-Beer, Candles, Fire, and U. 
tenſils to dreſs their Victuals, and fo doing, ſhall not be o- 
— to ſupply the Troops with Proviſions, except on a 

arch,” | 8 

I am far, Sir, from thinking the Clauſe as it will ſtand 
after this Amendment, compleat and unexceptionable, being 
conſcious that ſome Articles in it may require Explanation, 
The Quantity of Small-Beer to be allowed to each Soldier 
muſt neceſſarily be aſcertained jn order to prevent endleſs 
and indeterminable Diſputes; for one Man, Six, may demand 
a greater Quantity than another, and a Man may be prompt. 
ed by Malice or Wantonneſs to demand more than Health 
requires; it will therefore be proper to limit the Quantity 
which muſt be furniſhed, that neither the Soldier may ſuffer 
by the Avarice of his Landlord, nor the Landlord be op- 
preſſed by the Gluttony of the Soldier, | 

With regard to this Queſtion, Sir, I expect to find diffe- 
rent Opinions in this Houſe, which every Man is at Liberty 
to offer and to vindicate ; and I ſhall take this Opportunity 
of propoſing on my Part, that every Man may have a daily 
Allowance of three Quarts. One Quart to each Meal may 
be allowed in my Opinion to be ſufficient, and ſure no Gen- 
tleman can imagine that by this Limitation, much Super- 
fluity is indulged, | ; 

There are ſome Parts, Sir, of this Kingdom, in which 
Cyder is more plentiful, and cheaper than Small- Beer, con- 
ſequently it may be for the Eaſe of the Victualler, to have 
the Choice allowed him of furniſhing one or the other ;, it 
will therefore be a very proper Addition to this Clauſe, that 
the Inn-keepers ſhall allow the Soldier every Day three 
Quarts of either Small Beer or Cyder. 

That penal Sanctions, Sir, are eſſential to Laws, and 
that no Man will ſubmit to any Regulations inconvenient to 
himſelf, but that he may avoid ſome heavier Evil, requires 
not to be proved ; and therefore to complete this Clauſe, I 

ropoſe that the Victualler, who ſhall neglect or refuſe to ob- 
54 it, ſhall be ſubje& to ſome Fine for his Non-compliance, 


Mr. Henry Pelham, 


SIR, | | 
I] cannot omit this Opportunity of obſerving how much 


the Burden of the Army is diminiſhed by the judicious Re- 
| gulations 
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gulations invariably obſerved in the late Reigns, and how 
little the Aſhgnment of Troops is to be dreaded by the Vie- 
aller. * % „ Bs 

In the Reign of King William, Sir, before Funds wert 
eſtabliſhed, while the Credit of the Government was low, 
the Meaſures of the Court were often obviated or defeated 
by the Superiority of the diſcontented Party, and the Sup- 
plies denied which were neceſſary to ſupport them, and in 
ExpeRation of which they had been undertaken, it was not 
uncommon for the Towns in which the Troops were ſta- 
tioned, to murmur at their Gueſts; nor could they be 
charged: with complaining without juſt Reaſons; for to 
quarter Soldiers upon a Houſe, was in thoſe Days little lefs 
than to ſend Troops to live at their Diſcretion. 

As all Supplies, Sir, were then occaſional and temporary, 
and nothing was granted but for the preſent Exiſtence, the 
Prevalence of the Oppoſition for a ſingle Seſſion embarraſſed 
all the Meaſures of the Court in the higheſt Degree, theit 
Deſigns were at a Stand, the Forces were unpaid, and they 
were obliged to wait till another Seſſion for an Opportunity 
of proſecuting their Schemes, 

« Thus, Sir, the Soldiers were ſometimes five Months 
without their Pay, and were neceſſarily ſupported by the 
Inn-keeper at his own Expence, with how much ReluQtance 
and Diſcontent I need not mention. Itcannot but be imme- 
diately confidered upon hearing this Account of the Sol- i 
dier's Condition, with how many Reproaches he would re- 
ceive his Victuals, how roughly he would be treated, how 
often he would be inſulted as an Idler, and frowned upon as 
an Intruder. Nor can it be imagined that ſuch Affronts, 
however they might be provoked, would be borne without 
Return, by thoſe: who knew themſelves not the Authors of 
the Provocation, and who thought themſelves equal Suffer. 
ers with thoſe who complained. When the Inn-keeper 
growled at the Soldier, the Soldier, it may be ſuppoſed, ſel - 
dom failed to threaten, or to plunder the Inn-keeper, and to 
riſe in his Demands, as his Allowance was re:renched. 

Thus, Sir, the Landlord and his Gueſt were the conſtant 
Enemies of each other, and ſpent their Lives in mutual 
Complaints, Injuries, and Infults, 

But by the preſent Regularity of our military ERabliſh- 
ment, this great Evil is taken away; as the Soldier requires 
vo Credit of the Victualler, he is conſidered as no great In- 
eambrance on his Trade, and being treated without Indigni- 
ties, like any other Member of the Community, he inha- 
bits his Quarters without. Violence, Inſolence, or . 

an 


Mr. Carew. 


5 _—_ | Ks 2. 2h" 
. | e 
— endeavours to recommend himſelf by Oſmeiouſaeſi ind 
ivility, | VO 
In this preſent Method of Payment, Sir: the Troops 
have always Is Month's Pay —— and Teceive their 
regular Allowance on the ſtated Day; ſo that every Man has 
it in his Power to pay his Landlord every Night, for what 
he has had in the Day ; or; if he imagines himſelf able t0 
procure his own Proviſions at more Advantage, he can now 
go to Market with his own Money. | 1 814 
It appears therefore to me, Sir, that the Amendment 
now propoſed is the proper Mean between the different In- 
tereſt of the Inn-keeper and Soldier, by which neither is 
made the Slave of the other, and by which we ſhall leave to 
both Opportunities of Kindneſs, but take from them the 


* 


Power of Oppreſſion.“ 
Mr. Carew. 
SIR, a 4 
The Amendment now offered is not, in my Opinion, ſo 
unreaſonable or unequitable as to demand a warm and ſtre-W 
nuous Oppoſition, nor ſo compleat as - not to be ſubject to 
ſome Objections; Objections which; however, may be ea- 
fily removed, and which would perhaps have been obviated, 
had they been foreſeen by the Gentleman who propoſed it. 
© The Allowance; Sir, of ſmall Liquors propoſed, I can-W 
not but think more than ſufficient j three Quarts a Day are 
ſurely more than the Demands of Nature make neceſſary, 
and I know not why the Legiſlature ſhould promote, or con 
firm in the Soldiery, a Vice to which they are already tod 
much inclined, the Habit of Tipling. | 
»The Inn-keeper, Sir, will be heavily burdened by tha 
Obligation to ſupply the Soldiers with ſo many of the Nei; 
ceſſar ies of Life without Payment, and therefore it may bai 
jaftly expected by him, that no Superfluities ſhould be en 
joyed at his Expence. | | 
But there remains another Objection, Sir, of far more 


Importance, and which muſt be removed before this Clauſ he. 
can be reaſonably paſſed into a Law. It is not declared, oi 1d 
not with ſufficient Perſpicuity, that it is to be left to thꝗ , 
Choice of the Inn-keeper, whether he will furniſh the So be 
dier with Proviſions at 4d. a Day, or with the Neceſſari * 
enumerated in the Clauſe for nothing. If it is to be leſt iq ace 
the Choice of the Soldier, the Victualler receives no Relief ..; 
from the Amendment, to whoſe Option, ſince he mult ſuſie 18 
in either Caſe, it ought to be referred, becauſe he only ca na, 
tell by which Method he ſhall ſuffer leaſt,” Mr Dod 

at 


- 
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Mr. Velters Cornwall. 


S1R, 
« It is not without the teſt Diffidence that I riſe to 0 
ſe the Gentleman who —— the Amendment; for his I. e 
ilities are ſo Tar ſuperior to mine, that I object without 

Hope of being able to ſupport my Objection, and contend 
with an abſolute Certainty of being overcome. I know not 
whether it may be allowed me to obſerve, that the Difference 
between our Faculties is with regard to Strength and Quick. 
neſs, the ſame as between the Cyder of his Country and that 
of mine, except that in one Part of the Parallel the Advan- 
tage is on our Side, and in the other on his. 

The Cyder, Sir, of our Country is one of our moſt valu- 
able Commodities, ſo much eſteemed in diſtant Places, that 
our Merchants often ſell it by the Bottle, for more than the 
Soldier bas to give for the Proviſion of a Day, and of ſuch 
Strength, that I, who am accuſtomed to the Uſe of it, never 
was able to drink three Quarts in any fingle Day. 

If therefore, Sir, the Soldier is to have three Quarts of 
this Cyder, when Small-Beer is not eaſily to be procured, 
not only the [nn-keeper, but the Army will be injured ; for 
what greater Harm can be done to any Man, than to initiate 
him in a Habit of Intemperance ? And what Outrages and 
laſolencies may not be expected from Men truiled with 
Swords, and kept from Day to Day, and from Month to 
Month, in habitual Drunkenneſs by a Decree of the Parlia- 
ment ? 

Sir William Yonge. 

811, | 

* I know not why the Gentleman has thought this a pro- Sir William 
per Opportunity for diſplaying his Eloquence in the Praiſe © yore 
of his own Cyder. That he loves his own Country cannot 
de wondered, for no Paſſion is more univerſal, and few leſs 
to be cenſured ; but he is not to imagine that the Produce of 
dis native Soil will be generally allowed to excel that of o- 
ther Counties, becauſe early Habits have endeared it to him, 
ad familiariſed it to his particular Palate, 8 

The Natives of every Place prefer their own Fruits and 
their own Liquor, and therefore no Inference can be drawn 
rom Approbation ſo apparently partial. From this Preju- 
lice I am far from ſuſpecting myſelf free, nor am deſirous 
induſtrious to overcome it: Neither am | afraid of expol- 
Ing myſelf to all the Cenſore that ſo innocent a Pre poſſeſſion 
day bring upon me, by declaring, that, in my Opinion, the 
der of my native Country is of equal Excellence with 
lat which this Gentlemen has ſo liberally extolled.” 

Yet. VIE: el Mr, 


| Mr. Velters 
Cornwall. 
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Mr. Velters Cornwall. 


S 1R, 


How little I expect Victory in this Controverſy I ha 
already declared, and I need not obſerve of how 1 In 
portance, it is what Soil produces Cyder of the greateſt Ex- 
cellence and Value; fince if there be other Places where the 
Cyder is equally eſteemed, and purchaſed at the ſame Rate, 
it is yet more neceſſary to provide, by ſome Exception, that 
the Soldier ſhall not be entitled to demand of the Victual. 
ler, Liquor to more than thrice the Value of his Pay, nor W 
be allowed to revel in continual Drunkenneſs, and to cor. 
rupt his Morals, and enervate his Limbs by. inceſſant De. 
bauchery. | 

« But fince, Sir, the Preference due to the Cyder of my 
Country has been denied, in my Opinion, with great Par- 
tiality and Injuſtice, I think myſelf obliged, by all the Laws 
of Honour and Gratitade, to ſtand up once more to vindi- 
cate its Superiority, and aſſert its Value. 

The Laws of Honour, Sir, require this from me, az 
they oblige every Man to ſtand forth a Vindicator of Merit 
lighted and oppreſſed ; and Gratitude calls loudly upon me 
to exert myſelf in the Protection of that to which 1 have 
been often indebted for a pleaſing Suſpenſe of Care, and aff 


welcome Flow of Spirits and Gaiety. R 
« The Cyder, Sir, which I am now reſcuing from con A 
temptuous Compariſons has often exhilerated my ſocial Hours 
enlivened the Freedom of Converſation, and improved the n 
Tenderneſs of Friendfhip, and ſhall not therefore now want 1. 
a Panegyriſt. It is one of thoſe few Subjects on which an = 
Encomiaſt may expatiate without deviating from the Truth WY So 
Would the honourable Gentleman, Sir, who has thu hi 
vilified this Wonder-working Nectar, but honour my Table 
with his Company, he would quickly be forced to retradll th 
his Cenſures, and, as many of his Countrymen have done be 
confeſs that nothing equal to it is produced in any other Par pl. 
of the Globe; nor will this Confeſſion be the Effect of his thi 
Regard to Politeneſs, but of his Adherence to Truth. 0 
« Of Liquor like this, Sir, two Quarts is undoubted ii de 
ſafficient for a daily Allowance, in the Lieu of Small beer it | 
nor ovght even that to be determined by the Choice of th In: 
Soldier, but of the Inn-keeper, for whoſe Benefit this Claulgn 
is faid to be inſerted, and from whoſe Grievances I hope w © 
ſhall not ſuffer our Attention to be diverted by any incident no 
Queſtions or ludicrous Diſputes,” — 
c 


M | 


* 
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Mr * Gore. 73 
1 | 
« That the Allowance of two Quarts a Day is ſufficient» yz, gore, 
and that to demand more is a wanton Indulgence of Appetite» * 
is experimentally known, and therefore no more ought to 
be impoſed upon the Inn-keepers. 
« Nor is this, Sir, the only Part of the Clauſe that re- 
quires our Conſideration, for ſome of the other Particulars, to 
be provided by the Victualler, may eafily furniſh perverſe 
Tempers with an Opportunity of wrangling: Vinegar is not 
to be had in every Part of the Kingdom; and where it can- 
not be procured, ought not to be required ; for neither Rea- 
ſon nor Experience will inform us that Vinegar ought to be 
rank'd among the Neceſſaries of Life.” 


Sir William Yonge, 


81 n, j 
« By the Alteration now made in the Clauſe, the Inn- Sir Will; 
keepers are effectually relieved from a Part of the Vonge. 


Burden which, in my Opinion, this AR has hitherto laid 
upon them; the Neceſſity of furniſhing the Soldiers quar- 
ter'd upon them with Proviſions at the ſtared Price, whatever 
might be the Scarcity of the Seaſon or of the Country. That 
this was the Intention of the AR, is aſſerted by thoſe whoſe 
Reputation and Promotion are ſufficient Evidences of their 
Ability in the Interpretation of our Laws. 

The Inn-keeper may now either accept or refuſe the li- 
mited Price, as it ſhall appear to him moſt conſiſtent with his 
Intereſt; nor will there be for the future any Room for mur. 
muring at unreaſonable Demands, fince he may oblige that 
Soldier, whom he cannot fatisfy, to pleaſe himſelf better at 
his own Expence. 

The Choice of the Liquor is likewiſe wholly referred to 
the Inn-keeper : for the Words in the Clauſe requiring, that 
he ſhall furniſh three Qyarts of Small Beer, or Cyder, he com- 
plies indiſputably with the Law by ſupplying either ; and 
therefore the Value of Cyder in any particular Country is 
not of much. Importance in the Queſtion before us ; if Cyder 
be more valuable than Small- Beer, it may be withheld; if 
it be cheaper, it may be ſubſtituted in its Place; ſo that the 
{nn-keeper has nothing to conſult but his own Intereſt. 

That this is the meaning of the Clauſe, is, I ſuppoſe, 
obvious to every Man that hears it read, and therefore I ſee 
no Reaſon for any Alterations, becauſe I know not any 
Effect which they can poſſibly have, except that of obſcuring 
tie Senſe which is now too clear to be miſtaken.“ | 

Ddd 2 Sir 


Sir John 
Barnard. 


FF 
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Sir John Barnard. | 
S 1 Ry 


Though it ſhould be granted that the Clauſe before us i; 
int- lligible to every Member of this Aſſembly, it will not 
certainly follow, that there is no Neceſſity of farther Ely. 
c dations; for a Law, very eaſily underſtood by thoſe who 
make it, may be obſcure to others who are leſs acquainted 
with our general Intention, leſs skilled in the Niceties of 
Lavyguage, or leſs accuſtomed to the Stile of Laws, 

It is to be conſidered, that this Law will chiefly affect 
a Claſs of Men very little inſtructed in Literature, and ve 
unable to draw Inferences; Men, to whom we often find it 
neceſſary in common Caſes to aſe Explanations, and familiar 
Illuſtrations, and of whom it may not be unreaſonably ſuſpected, 
that the ſam: Want of Education, which makes them igno. 
rant, may malte them, petylant, and at once incline them to 
wrangle, and deprive them of the Means of deciding their 
Controverſies, | 

That both Inn-holders and Soldiers are, for the greateſt 
Part, of this Rank and Temper, I ſuppoſe, Sir, every Gentle- 
man knows from daily Obſervation, and therefore it will, I W 
hope, be thought neceſſary to deſcend to their Underſland- 
ings, and to give them Laws in Terms of which they will 
know the meaning ; we ſhall otherwiſe more conſult the In- 
tereſt of che Lawyers than the Inn-holders; and only by one 
Alteration produce a Neceflity of another. 

I am therefore defirons, Sir, that all the Difficulties, 
which have been mentioned by every Gentleman on this Oc- 
caſion, ſhould be removed by clear, familiar, and determinate 
Expreſſions ; for what they have found difficult, may eafily 
be to an Inn-holder or Soldier abſolutely inexplicable. 

I cannot but declare, while I am ſpeaking on this Subject, 
that, in my Opinion, two — of Liquor will be a ſuff - 
cient Allowance. If we conſider the Demands of Nature, 
more cannot be required; if we examine the Expence of the 
Inn-holder, he ought not to ſupply Soldiers with a greater 
Quanti:y for nothing. It is to be remembered, that Small- 
beer, like other Liquors, is charged with an Exciſe in Public 
Houſes, and that two Quarts will probably coſt the Landlord 
a Penny; and as we cannot ſuppoſe, that Fire, Candles, Vine- 
gar, Salt, Pepper, and the Uſe of the Utenſils, and Lodging, 
can be furniſh'd for leſs than Three-pence a Day, every Sol. 
dier that is quarter'd upon a Public Houſe, may be confider'd 
as a Tax of fix Pounds a Year: A heavy Burthen! which 
ſurely ought not to be aggravated by unneceſſary n. : 
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The Committee having gone thro” the Bill, and ſettled the 
Amendments, the Chairman was ordered to make his Re- 
port the next Day. 5 TE | 
Accordingly” the ſaid Report was then read, and the A- 
mendments to the Clauſes in Debate, which then ran thus: 


That the Officers and Soldiers to be quartered and bil- 
leted as aforeſaid, ſhall be received, and furniſhed with Diet 
and Small-Beer by the Owners of the Inns, Livery-Stables, 
Ale-Houſes, Victualling Houſes, &c. paying and allowing 
for the ſame the ſeveral Rates mentioned. p74 

Provided, That in caſe the Inn-holder, on whom any 
Non-commiſſjon Officers or Soldiers ſhall be quartered by 
virtue of this Act, (except on a March) ſhall be deſirous to 
furniſh ſuch Officers or Soldiers with Candles, Vinegar, and 
Salt, and with either Small- Beer or Cyder, not exceeding 
three Quarts for each Man a Day, gratis, and to allow them 
the Uſe of Fire, and the neceſſary Utenſils for drefling and 
eating their Meat, and ſhall give Notice of ſuch his Defire 
to the commanding Officers, and ſhall furniſh and allow 
them the ſame accordingly ; then, and in ſuch Caſe, the 
Non-commiſſion Officers and Soldiers ſo quartered ſhall pro- 
vide their own Victuals, and the Officer to whom it belongs 
to receive, or that does actually receive the Pay and Subſiſj- 
tence of ſuch Non commiſſion Officers and Soldiers, ſhall 
pay the ſeveral Sums, payable out of the Subſiſtence- Money 
for Diet and Small-Beer, to the Non-commiſſion Officers 
and Soldiers as aforeſaid, and not to the Inn-holder, or other 
Perſon on whom ſuch Non-· commiſſion Officers or Soldiers 


are quartered, 
The Queſtion being put, whether this Clauſe ſhould ſtand 
thus, Mr. Carew ſpoke to this Effect ; | 


S1 R, 


Tho' it may perhaps be allowed, that the Circumſtances Mr. Carey. 


of our preſent Situation oblige us to ſupport a more nume- 
rous Army it former Years, ſurely no Argument can be 
drawn from them that can ſhew the Neceſſity of a profuſe 
Allowance to our Soldiers, or of gratifying their Deſires by 
the Oppreſſion of the Inn-holders. 

« If, Sir, the Deſigns of our Enemies are ſo malicious, 
and their Power ſo formidable, as to demand Augmentations 
of our Troops, and Additions to our natural Securities, they 
ought ſurely to impreſs upon us the Neceſſity of frugal Mea- 
ſures, that no uſeleſs Burdens may be impoſed upon the 


People. 
: « Tq 


Sir William 


Longe. 


more than he can want.” 


for our Conſideration, ſince very dangerous Diſturbances 


portunity to declare that we ought not to aſſign leſs than three 


dier, and how little he can be charged with Wantonneſs and 


( 390) 
To furnihh two rts of Beer, Sir, every for 
thing, is — Impofition ſufficiently — 
J can, therefore, diſcover no Reaſon for which an Allow, 
ance of three ſhoald be eftabliſhed ; a Propoſal injurious to 
the Victualler, becauſe it exacts more than he can afford to 
allow; and of no Benefit to the Soldier, becauſe it offers him 


Sir William Yonge. 
© FI +: 
If it is an Inſtance of Miſconduct to ſpend upon any 
Affair more Time than the Importance of it deſerves, I am 
afraid that the Clauſe to which our Attention is now recalled 
may expoſe us to Cenſure, and that we may be charged with 
neglecting weighty Controverſies, and national Queſtions, to 
debate upon Trifles ; of waſting our Spirits upon SubjeQs 
unworthy of Contention ; of defeating the Expectations of 
the Public, and diverting our Enemies rather than oppoſing 
n 
« But, Sir, as nothing has a mote immediate Tendency to 
the Security of the Nation than a proper Eſtabliſhment of 
our Forces, and as the Regulation of their Quarters, is one of 
the moſt neceſſary and difficult Parts of the Eftabliſhment, it 
is requiſite that we think no Queſtion of this kind too trivial 


have often been produced by petty Diſputes. 

The Quantity, Sir, of Small-Beer to be allowed by the 
Victualler to thoſe Soldiers who ſhall provide their own Vic- 
tuals, was diſputed Yeſterday, and, as I thought, agreed 
upon ; but ſince this Spirit is revived, I muſt take the Op- 


Quarts a Day to each Man; for it is to be remembered by 
thoſe who eltimate the Demands by their own, how much 
their way of Life is different from that of a common Sol- 


my a ee — R - 


Superfluity, for drinking more ſmall Liquor than them. 
ſelves. =” 

There are few Members of this Houſe, who: do not, 
more than once a Day, drink Tea, Coffee, Chocolate, or 
ſame other cooling and diluting Infuſion ; Delicacies which 
the Soldier cannot purchaſe, to which he is entirely a Stras- 
ger, and of which the Place muſt be ſupplied by ſome other 
cheap and wholſome Liquors. 

* If, Sir, thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe cloſe Attention to the 
Intereſt of the Inn-holder has perhaps abſtracted them, in 
ſome Degree, from any Re to the Neceſſities of a Sol- 
dier, will conſent to allow him five Pints a Day, I ſhall — 
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tend no longer ; for tho' I cannot agree that it is a fufficient 
Proviſion; yet, as other Gentlemen equally able to judge in 
this Subjeft with myſelf, are of a different Opinion, I ſhall 
ew my Regard for their Sentiments, by deſiſting from Op - 


Lord Baltimore. 
81 R, 


I am not able to diſcover any Neceſſity of compromiſj- Lord 
ing this Debate, by taking the Mean between the two diffe- Baltimore 
rent Opinions, or for denying to the Soldiers what every 
Labourer or Serving man would murmur to be refuſed ſor a 
ſingle Day. 

I believe, Sir, every Gentleman who examines the Ex- 

of his Family, will find that each of his Servants con- 
ſumes daily at leaſt three Quarts of Small-Beer, and ſurely it 
is not to be required that a Soldier ſhould live in a perpetual 
State of War with his Conſtitution, and a conſtant Inability- 
to comply with the Calls of Nature.“ 


General Handy ſide. 

S 1 R, 1 

The Iuclinstion ſhewn by ſeveral Gentlemen for a pe- General 
nurious and ſcanty Proviſion for the Soldier, muſt, in my Handyſide. 
Opinion, proceed from an inattentive Conſideration of his 
Pay, and will therefore be removed by laying before them an 
Account of his Condition, and comparing his daily Pay with 
his daily Expences. 

The whole Pay of a Foot Soldier, Sir, is 6d. a Day, of 
which he is to pay 4d. to his Landlord for his Diet, or, 
what is very nearly the ſame, to carry 4d. daily to the Mar- 
ket, for which how ſmall a Supply of Proviſions he can 
bring to his Quarters, eſpecially in Time of Scarcity, L need 
not mention, 

© There remain then only Two-pence, Sir, to be diſtributed 
for Things not immediately neceſſary for the Preſervation of 
Life, but which no Man can want without being deſpicable 
to others, and burthenſome to himſelf. Two pence a Day is 
all that a Soldier has to lay out upon Cleanlineſs and Decen- 
cy, and with which he is likewiſe to keep his Arms in Or- 
der, and to ſupply himſelf with ſome Part of his Cloathing. 
If, Sir, after theſe Deductions, he can from Two-pence a Day 
procure himſelf the Means of enjoying a few Moments in the 
Year with his Companions over a Cup of Ale, is not his 
OEconomy much more to be envied than his Luxury ? Or 
can it be charged upon him that he enjoys more than his 
Share of the Felicity of Life? Is he to be burdened with 
new Expentes leſt he ſhould hoard up the — 
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ſtop the Circulation of Coin, and turn Broker or Uſurer 
with T wo- pence a Day ? 23 n 
I have been fo long acquainted, Sir, with the Soldier“ 
Character, that I will adventure to ſecure him from the C 
of Avarice, and to promiſe that whatever he ſhall poſſeſs not 
neceſſary to Life, he will enjoy to the Advantage of his 
Landlord.” | | 
Mr, Campbell. 
na, 
I am far from intending to oppoſe this Propoſal of five 


Mr. Campbell. Pints, though, upon a rigorous Examination, it might appear 


more than the mere Wants of Nature require; for I cannot 

but declare that this Queſtion has too long engaged the At- 

tention of the Houſe, and that the Repreſentatives of a 

mighty Nation, beſet with Enemies, and encumbered with 

Difficulties, ſeem to forget their Importance and their Dig- 

— by wrangling from Day to Day upon a Pint of Small- 
2 


« I conceive the Bill which we are now conſidering, Sir, 
not as a perpetual and ſtanding Law, to be inter-woven with 
our Conſtitution, or added to the Principles of our Govern- 
ment, but as a temporary Eſtabliſhment for the preſent Year; 
an Expedient to be laid aſide when our Affairs ceaſe to require 
it; an experimental Eſſay of a new Practice, which may be 
changed or continued according to its Succels, 

To allow, Sir, five Pints of Small- beer a Day to our Sol- 
diers for a ſingle Year can produce no formidable Inconveni- 
encies, and may, though it ſhould not be entirely approved, 
be of leſs Diſadvantage to the Public than the Waſte of ano- 
ther Day. | 


An Alteration was made to Five Pints inſtead of three 


Quarts, and the Bill, thus amended, was ordered to be en- 


groſſed ; and a few Days afterwards being read a third time 
was paſſed, and ordered to the Lords, 


DeBaTE on the SEaAMENS BILL. 


The Clauſe being read, That the Juſtices of Peace ſhall, 
upon proper Application, iſſue out Warrants to the Conſta- 
bles, &c. to ſearch by Day or Night, for all ſuch Seamen or 
ſeafaring Men as ſhall withdraw or conceal themſelves with- 
in their reſpective Juriſdictions, and for this Purpoſe to make 
a general Search, in which it ſhall be lawful for them to en- 
ter any Houſe, where they ſhall ſuſpe& ſuch Seamen to be 
concealed, and if Entrance be not readily admitted them, 
to force open the Doors of ſuch Houſe, in order to make 
ſuch Search. And that whoever ſhall preſume to harbour 


or conceal any ſuch Seamen, or wilfully do any thing t 


hinder or fruſtrate the Search, for every ſuch Offence — 
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Lord Gage ſiood up and ſpoke ta che following Effect. 
Mr Speer. 1 
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„eino fir in this "Plice, and hear ſuth'a Clauſe read, Lord Gage. 
without declaring myſelf againſt it; becauſe I think it abſo- 


lately ibconffltent with the Liberties of my Country. An 
Englifiman's Houſe bas always been faid to be his Caſtle : 
No Man is to enter into it without his Leave, unleſs there be 


a pon $I een of his having been . ſome very . 
atrocfods Crime, and that Siiffpicion declared upon Oath by 


ſome” Witneſſes of good Credit. But by this Clauſe, the 


Hbüſe df every" Man in England is to be laid open, both by 


Dey and by Night, to all tie petty Conſtables in his Neigh- 


bourhöpd kf fuch a Clauſe fhoa!d pals into a Law, can any 


Man in England be (aid t be free? Can any Man's Property 


de faitfro be fafe ; eſpecially when we conſider the Character 
of many of thoſe who ſerve the Office of Conſtab'e for Hire? 
This, Sir, would be pf ſuch dangerous Conſequence to 


the Properties as well as the Liberties of the Subject, that no 
Necalty can juſtify our piſſing ſuch a Law ; and the only 
Argument T have heard mae uſe of in its Favour, is rather, 
in my Opinion, an Argument againſt it. When this Bill 
was firſt brought in, we were told, as an Argument for ir, 
that there Was ſuch a Law paſſed in the 5th Year of Queen 
Anne; but às that Law ſubſiſted for a Year only, and as it 
was heither continued nor revived, it is to me a convincing 
Proof, chat the Law was found inconvenient and dangerous. 
or that it Was found not to anſwer the Purpoſe intended, and 
therefote I am againſt trying the Experiment a ſecond 
TORT I en 113M" | 
Sir Charles Wager. 
SIR, 8 


As it is hardly poſſible to contrive any Law for the pub- Sir Charles 
lic Servide, that may not ſeem inconvenient to private Men; Wager. 


and as in ſuch a numerous Aſſembly, there mult be a great 
Variety of Seutiments, I expected, when this Bill was firſt 


brought in, to hear it oppoſed, eſpecially by thoſe Gentle- 


men who happen at preſent to have no Share in our Admini- 
{tration ; becauſe they are not ſenſible of the Diſũcu ties that 
are to be met with in providing for the public Service, even 
after the Parliament has granted the Sums neceffary-for that 
Purpoſe ; to which 1 mutt add, that they are geuerally but 

| Eee too 
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T 
too jealous of the Liberties of the Subject, which makes them 
take the Alarm at every Thing that looks like an fon 
of the Powers of our Government, however meceſlary that 


Extenſion may be for the Eaſe or Safety of the People. 
This, Sir, is the Caſe at preſent. Every Gentleman 


muſt grant, that his Majeſty's Navy ought to be mann di be. 
cauſe without Men it can be of no Service to the Nation; but 


as the Law now ſtands, our Government labours under inſu- 
perable Difficulties in providing a ſufficient Number of Sea- 
men for the Service of the Navy. They have tried Preſſing : 
They have tried Embargoes : They have tried every Me. 
thod the Law admits of, without Succeſs; and I do not at all 
wonder at it; for when a Seamen expects 3/. a Month in the 
Merchant's Service, I do not wonder at his endeavouring to 
avoid beirg pre ſſed into his Majeſty's Service, where he has 
but a little more than 20. He does this by abſconding and 
concealing himſelf till he finds an Opportunity for entering 
into the Merchant's Service, and therefore thoſe now employ. 
ed in our Government find it abſolate}y neceſſary for them 
to have a Power to ſearch for, and apprehend ſuch Seamen, 
either by Night or by Day, and to break open Doors, if Ad- 
mittance ſhould be denied to the Civil Officer. 72 

« This Power, 'tis true, Sir, if it were to be made a bad 
Uſe of, might, like all other Powers, prove troubleſome and 
inconvenient to the Subject; but whilſt it is properly uſed, 
it can be inconvenient to none but thoſe who conceal Seamen 
in their Houſes, or at leaſt to ſuch as give Suſpicion of their 
doing ſo, which can never be the Caſe of any Man of Rank 
or Figure in the Kingdom ; and in modelling this Clauſe, all 
poſlible Care has, I think, been taken to prevent this Pow- 
cr's being made an improper or bad Uſe of; for the Juſtices 
of Peace, before they can order a Search for Seamen, . mult 
have an Authority from the Admiralty, and after they have 
this Authority, they are to iflue their Orders, not to a Prels- 
Gang, or Officer of the Navy, but to the Conſtables, who 

are always ſuch as live in'the Neighbourhood, and being well 
known, might eaſily be proſecuted and puniſhed, ſhould they 
any way miſbehave in the Execution of their Office. 

I cannot therefore, Sir, form to myſelf any Apprehen- 
ſion, or imagine the leaſl Danger from our paſſing this Clauſe 
into a Law. A Man's Houſe will till be his Caſtle: Should 

this Clauſe paſs into a Law, no Man's Houſe could be forced 

open, unleſs he is guilty of a Crime, or has by ſome Miſcon- 

duct given Cauſe to ſuſpect his being guilty. I ſay guilty of 

a Crime, Sir; for, I think, it is a very great Cauſe in any 

Man to withdraw himſelf from the Service of his Country, 

when the Safety, perhaps the very Being of his County » 
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| nd. upon his Service; and therefore F muſt think it a 
t rime of a very heinous Nature in thoſe who cqnceal Sea + 

men ſo withdrawing from the Service of the Crown : The 
" public Safety as much requires, and, in my Opinion, they 


as much deſerve to be expoſed to the Danger of baving their 
Houſes ſearched, or their Doors forced open, as thoſe that 
harbour Thieves, or conceal ſtolen Goods ; and tho*the Pow- 
er of ſearching the Houſes of ſuch Criminals, or ſuſpected 
Criminals, ' and breaking open their Doors in Caſe of Non- 
admittance, has been eflabliſhed for Ages, yet it has never 
been found inconvenient to innocent Men, or dangerous to 
the Liberties of the Subject. I | 

I believe, Sir, no Gentleman will ſuppoſe that thoſe who 

were employed in our Adminiſtration, in the 5th Year of the 

late Queen, had any Deſigns again the Liberties of their 

Country. I believe, it will be generally admitted, they had 

as great a Regard for both the Liberties and Properties of their 
Fellow Subjects, as any Adminiſtration ever had, yet they 

contrived and got paſſed ſuch a Law as is now propoſed. 

This ſhews, it was not then thought, that ſuch a Law would be 

of dangerous Conſequence to the Properties, or an Encroach- 

ment upon the Liberties of the Subject; and if that Law 
was not continued or revived, it was not becauſe of any In- 

convenience found in it, but becauſe there was mo Occafion 

for continuing or reviving it. There can never be any Occa- 
ſion for ſuch a Law, but at, or ſoon aftex the Beginning of a 
War, nor when we are engaged with an Enemy poſſeſſed of 
a very great naval Force; and as the naval Power of France 
had been ſo much broke in the Beginning of that War, that 

they durſt never afterwards face us at Sea, we had no Occa- 

hon for continuing or reviving this Law at any Time after 
the Year 1706. 

* The Caſe, Sir, may now be the ſame : If we paſs the Law 
now propoſed, it will be of great and immediate Service with 
regard to the Manning his Majeſty's Navy; and if we ſhould 
make it to ſubſiſt but for a Year, there may probably be no 
Occaſion for contirſuing it; or, if there ſhould, we may con- 
tinue it but from Year to Year, till the Occaſion we have for 
it ceaſes 3 ſo that I can apprehend no Danger from our paſ- 
ling it in the Form it ſtands at preſent, and as I can think of 
no other Method for manning the Ships we have now in' 
Commiſſion, J muſt therefore be for the Clauſe, and as it is 

neceſſary at this immediate JunRure, I hope it will be paſſed 


into a Law.” 


Sir John Barnard. 2 


S1x, 


The Nature and Conſequences of the Clauſe now under gir John Bar- 
Eec 2 our Bard. | 
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our Conſideration, were ſo ſulhy explained, upon be. k 0 
Reading of this Bill. that I ſhould not have giveß) od apy” Tou- 
ble upon this Occafion, but as ſeveral b were then 
thrown out, by way of Anſwer tb the-Qbj Aions I had made 
to the Bill, to which I had not then an Opportunity to make 
any Reply; I ſhall now beg Leaye to ſhew the, Weakneſs of 
thoſe Arguments, and to inforce the Objections I. then made, 
which to me appear the ſtronger, the more'I conſider the 
Nature of this Bill; eſpecially when I compare it with the 
Nature of our Conſtitution, and confider the Uſe that may 
be made of it by a Miniſter, who reſolves to have no Juflice 
of Peace in any Country, but ſuch as will yield a blind Obe. 
dience to his Orders. "TY FC; 
We were told, Sir, that private Intereſt muſt always give 
way to the public; that the Manning of the Royal Navy is 
a public Concern of the greateſt Conſequence, and that there. 
fore every private Intereſt muſt be ſacrificed to it when it be- 
comes abſolutely neceſſary todo ſo. I would gladly aſł theſe 
Gentlemen, if they think the Trade of the Nation a_public 
Concern ? What Gentlemen may do who have lucrative.Poſts 
or Employments under the Crown I do not know ; but I am 
ſare, if our landed Gentlemen do not look upon Trade as a 
public Intereſt, they will very ſoon find their private Intereſt 
very much diminiſhed, and in ſome Places almoſt entirely an- 
nihilated. It is from our Trade, Sir, we have our Riches, 
our Power, our Navy, and our Seamen; and therefore, if we 
ſhould loſe our Trade, either by Neglect, or by wen it 
to inſufferable Hardſhips, we ſhould have no Qccafjon for 
ſuch a Law as is now propoſed ; for we ſhould neither have 
Seamen, nor Ships to put Seamen on board of, Our Trade. 
has already ſuffered very confiderably by the Methods we 
have taken for manning our Navy, and by thisBill you will 
put an End to the very Breed of our Seamen ; for no Man 
will go to Sea, or breed himſelf up a Sailor, when he conſi- 
ders, that, by the Laws of his Country, he thereby becomes lia- 
ble to be preſſed, whenever a Miniſter ſhall. take it in his, 
Head to fit out a Squadron, either for Shew or Service, and 
that if he conceals himſelf, he is to.be hunted after as if he 
were acemmon Felon: | | | 
Another Argument made uſe of in Favour of the Bill 
was, that there are a great Number of Sailors lurking up and 
down the Conntry, and that there are at leaſt 6000 now em- 
ployed in our Coaſting T'rade. As to the Sailors that are. 
lurking in the Country, and unwilling to enter either into the 
Merchant Service, or the Service of the Navy, I wiſh they 
could be apprehended, if they cannot be tempted by the Re- 


ward offered by this Bill, to enter into his Majeſty's Service; 
a. 
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but I do not believe there is any great Number of them; and, 
| am ſure, no Gentleman of this Houſe can with good Rea 
ſon a fflrm there is; for if he could, he muſt then know where 
about they are to be met with, and in that Caſe he would 
certainly give the Government Notice of it, to the End 
might be apprehended and ſent on board the Navy. That 
me te are a great Number, of Seamen lurking in the Coun, 
try I therefore take to be a vague Aſſertion, made uſe of in 
Favour of this Bill, without any folid Foundation; and the 
other Aſſertion of there being at leaſt 6000 Seamen employ- 
ed in our Coafting Trade. is, I am convinced, without the 
leaſt Foundation. I, do not believe, Sir, there is a fourth 
Part of the Number, able-bodied, expert Seamen, employed 
in our Coalting Trade; for beſides the Maſter, our Coaſting 
Veſſe!s ſeldom have above one or two ſuch Seamen on board, 
the reſt of the Crew being made up of old Seamen above 55 
Years of Age, young Seamen under 18, Apprentices to the 
Maſter, and Landmen that were never perhaps before at Sea; 
and as no Coaſting Veſſel can ſafely venture to Sea, without 
one or two able-bodied, expert Seamen on board, beſide the 
Maſter, if you ſhould take from them ſuch as are now em- 
ployed in that Trade, you would put an entire Stop to it at 
once, the Conſequences of which would ſoon become terrible, 
eſpecially. here at London, where the People are under a Ne- 
ceſſity of having a continual Supply from almoſt every Cor- 
ner of the Kingdom. 

] am therefore convinced, Sir, ſhould this Clauſe be paſ- 
{ed into a Law, that its Authors and Advocates would find 
themſelves very much miſtaken as to its Effect. It might, 
perhaps, force ſome of our beſt Seamen into foreign Service, 
elpecially ſuch as have been employed in the Eaſt-India 
Trade, but I cannot think it would add any great Number 
to the Navy; and I am the more convinced of this, from 
what I have heard as to the Effect of that Bill which was paſ- 
ſed into a Law in the gth of the late Queen, and which was 
of the ſame Nature with this; for I have been informed, 
that, by Means of that Bill, they at that Time got but a ſmall 
Number of Seamen, which was the Reaſon of its not having 
been continued. As that Miniſtry had, I believe, as great a 
Regard for the Liberties and Properties of their Fellow Sub- 
jects as any Miniſter can have, this was with them a prevailing, - 
Argument for not inſiſting upon the Law's being continued: 
but we are not to expect the like Condeſcenſion from every 
Miniſter, and as it is much eaſier to prevent a Bill's being paſſed 
into a Law, than to prevent the Law's being continued, I ſhall 
aways be againſt truſting Miniſters, even with a temporary 
law, which I think dangerous to our Conſtitution, however 
plauſible 
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plauſable the Pretences may be that are made uſe of fn its 


Favour. This, I ſay, ſhall always be. my general Refoly. 
tion ; but upon the preſent Occaſion I Have a particular Rea, 
ſon for adhering to this Reſolution, for when a Law may 
ſerve for Purpoles that are not declared, as well as for thole 
that are, and when it has by Experience been found ineffec. 
tual for the declared Purpoſes, I have, I think, Reaſon to 
ſuſpect, that the Defign of renewing it is in order to turn it 
to thoſe Purpoſes that are not declared. | 

As for the other Argument made uſe of in Favour of 
this Bill, which was that of our being at preſent under a Ne. 
ceſſity of paſſing ſome ſuch Bill, it witl, from what I have 


- ſaid already, appear without any Foundation; for if the Bill 


be ineffectual, if it has by Experience been found to be _ 
tual for the Purpoſes declared to be intended by it, ſurely the 
Nation can be under no Neceſſity for having it paſſed into a 
Law. I ſhall grant, that for other Purpoſes which are not 
declared, which never will be declared, it would be very ef- 
tectual. It * if paſſed into a Law, be made effeQua] 
for plaguing and harrafling thoſe who ſhould not fhew Com- 
plaiſance enough to our Juſtices of the Peace, or to their du- 
periors, our Miniſters ; but if there be any amongſt us that 
ſecretly intend to turn the Law to ſuch Purpoſes, I am ſure, 
every other Gentleman in the Houſe, as well as the Nation in 
general, has great Reaſon to prevent the Bill's being paſſed 
into a Law, WES 
For my own part, Sir, I do not know what Neceſſity 
we may be under at preſent; but this I know, that there are 
many Degrees of Neceſſity, and J hope we are not yet come 
to the laſt; for there are ſeveral other Methods may be 
thought of, beſides that now propoſed. We may paſs a Bill 
for ſuſpending the Navigation AQ, and for encouraging 
foreign Seamen to enter intoour Merchants or Government's 
Service: We may receive a great Number of Landmen on 
board every Ship of War; for it has always been admitted, 
that one Third expert Seamen is fufficient for navigating the 
Ship, and Landmen may in a few Days be made as fit for 
fighting her, as if they were expert Seamen. If this Method 
were taken, our Admiralty might appoint proper Perſons to 
proportion- the Number of Seamen and Landmen on board 
each Ship of War, which would be a great Relief to the Mer- 
chant Service ; and if, from the Beginning of this War, ſuch 
a Method had been followed, we ſhould not now have been 
under any Diſtreſs for want of Seamen, nor would our Trade 
have been brought under ſuch Difficulties, as it labours under 
at preſent. After ſuch a long Tra@ of peaceable Times, and 
the many Diſcouragements our Seamen had met with at home, 


1 
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it might eaſily have been foreſeen, that there would be a 
great Scarcity of Seamen, at the firſt breaking out of a War 
and therefore the Gentlemen of our Admiralty ought to haye 
begun with taking all the able-bodied Landmen_ they could = 
poſſibly engage to enter into his Majeſty's Sea Service, and at 
the ame Time they ſhould take Care, that no Captain of a 
Man of War ſhould carry out a greater Number of Seamen, 
than was barely ſufficient for navigating his Ship, and that 
the beſt-ſeaſoned Seamen ſhould be put on board thoſe Ships 
that were deſigned for the Weſt Indies. 3 

But, inſtead of puriuing theſe Meaſures, we have, almoſt 
in every Step, purſued the direct contrary, by which we have 
brought ourſelves under the Neceflity complained of; and 
now to relieve us from this Neceſſity, ot. the ſeveral Methods 
that may be thought of, that alone is propoſed, which tends 
moll to increaſe the Power of the Miniſter, and is conſequent- 
ly of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to the Liberties of the 
People, This, Sir, is a pretty extraordinary Method of pro- 
ceeding, but I am no Way ſurprized at it, becauſe it is a Me- 
tod of proceeding, which of late Years has been practiſed 
upon ſeveral former Occaſions ; and therefore I ſhall only 
obſerve, that the oftner we ſee it practiſed, the more ſuſpiri- 
ous we ought to be of thoſe who practiſe it, the more we ought 
to be upon our Guard againſt all Additions to the Power of 
the Crown, eſpecially ſuch as can ſerve only to enſlave us. 

I ſhall grant, Sir, it is a very heinous Crime in a Man 
to withdraw himſelf from the public Service, when he thinks 
his Service may be of Uſe to his Couutry, and when it is his 

Turn to go upon that Service ; but in this Country there are, 
two Circumſtances, which render a Seaman's abſconding not 
altogether ſo criminal, as it would otherwiſe de. When a 
deaman is to enter, or to be preſſed on board our Navy, he 
snot ſure whether he is to go to ſerve his Country, or to be 
made a Raree-Shew, of, either upon our own or upon ſome 
foreign Coaſt : This Doubt hath aciſen from our Conduct for 
almolt twenty Years paſt, aud from the many uſeleſs Squa-- 
drons we have fitted out; and whilſt a Seaman is in this 
Doubt, I cannot think it any Crime in. him to withdraw 
bimſelt from the public Service. The other Circumſtance 
Is, our Cuſtom of preſſiug Sramen out of Ships homeward- 
bound from a long Voyage, and of turning them over from 
one Man of War'to another, often, without giving them a 
Day to ſee their Friends, or to refreſh. themſelves aſhore ; ſo 
that no Care is, nor indeed has ever been taken, to give Sea- 
neu their, Turn of Service in the Navy, which is a very rea- 
looable Excuſe for our Seamens abſconding and withdrawing 
ttemſe;ves from the public Service, and is a Grievance, 2 
ome 
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foe way or other otight to be remediect 48 (don de Peliöle 
but ſurely this Grievarice may be remoted withour putting 

it in the Power of a petty Conſtable to Yatraſs and opprets 
” the beſt Gentleman, or even the greaceſt Lord in his Neigh- 
bour hood, Which would be the Caſe, if this'Cladſe but 
paſs into a Law, as will appear to every Gentleman, who 
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impartially conſiders the Words of the Clauſe. 
The juſtices of Peace, it is true, Sir, mult have an Au- 
thority from the Admiralty, before they can iſſue their 8. 
ders for a general Search ſor Seamen, and the Conſtables mull 

Have their Orders from the Juſtices, before they can-po y 
that Search ; but thoſe Orders are not to ſpecify the Houſes 
they are to ſearch : The Orders are to be general; and When 
petty Conſtable is provided with ſuch a general Order, And 
reſs-Gang proper for his Purpoſe, whatever it may be, may 
not he inſiſt upon ſearching the Houle of any Gentleman, dt 
any Nobleman in the Neighbourhood ? May hot he break 
open the Gates arid the Doors of the Houſe, if the Seryants 
Thould refuſe. to give him Admittance upon the firſt Word of 
Command? This, Sir, is ſuch an unlimited Power, and i: 
; lodged in a Perſon of ſuch a low Character, that T am fur- 
prized how it could enter into any Miniſter's Head to think 
that a Britiſn Parliament would approve of it. I am ſure, 1 
mall moſt heartly give it my Negative, and I hope, een the 
Gentlemen who brought in the Bill, will agree to leaye "our 
this Clauſe, When they conſider ſeriouſly the Conſequence: 

it may be attended with.” | 7 

Sir William Yonge. . 

S1 R, ; f 
11; By the Complaints within Doors, and the Clamor 
hes "without, it would ſeem as if People thought, that War migh 
be carried on without expoſing our Trade to the leaſt Incon- 
venience or Danger, which every conſiderate and impartial 
Man muſt allow to be impoſſible, That of drawing a great 
Number of Seamen out of the Merchant Service, and conſe- 
quently raiſing Seamens Wages in that Service, is one of tholc 
Tnconveniences, that cannot be avoided at the Beginning of 
a War, eſpecially after a long Tra& of peaceable Times 
and as thoſe entruſted with the Adminiſtration of our public; 
Affairs cannot engage Seamen to enter into the King's Service 
by increaſing their Wages, they muſt have recourſe to Prel- 
ſing, in which no regular Method can be obſerved ; for wher 
the Service requires it, they muſt preſs all they can find, 
without regard to their having been for a long or a ſhort 


Time at Sea, before their being preſſed into the King's der 
vice. . 
| | The 
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© The only two Methods I have ever heard of for prevent- 
irg theſe Inconveniencies, are, to keep a great Number of 
Seamen, even in Time of Peace; in continual Pay; and to ; 
have a general Regiller for our Seamen, It we had kept 20 i 

or 30,000 Stamien in contiriual Pay and contihual Service, | 
during the many Years we have been in profound Peace; we 
ſhould now have no Occaſion to dr w any great Number a- 
way from our Trade ; but this would have, ſeven Years ago, 
been exclaimed againſt, as putting the Nation to an Expence 
that was both unneceſſary and dangerous: And if we 
had. yearly fitted and ſent out a powerful Squadron, 'for no 
other Reaſon but to exerciſe our Seamen, and prevent their 
forgetting their Trade, it would have been ridiculed, and cal- 

led making a Raree-Shew of our Squadron and Seamen. 
Then; Sir, as to a Regiſter for Seamen, it is certain, that 
if the Government had an Account of all the Seamen in the 
Britiſh Dominions, and could call upon ſuch of them as they 
pleaſed, to come in and ſerve on board the Royal Navy, the 
Admiralty would never have Occafion to iſſue any Preſe- War- 
rants, nor to force any Seaman to ſerve out of his Turn, or 
longer than his Turn. There would then be no Occafion to Tr tas 
preſs Men out of a Merchant-Ship juſt returned from a long | 
Voyage, nor for turning over a Crew from one Man of War 
to another; But this of a Regilter too, we are told, would 
be dangerous to our Conſtitution, and would make Slaves of 
our Seamen. Thus, Sir, ſome Gentlemen are daily com- 
plaining of the Hardſhips to which our Trade and our Sea- 
men are expoſed, and yet they will neither propoſe, nor agree 
to any of the Methods that are propoſed for preventing its 
being neceſſary to ſubje our T'rade and our Seamen to thoſe 
Hardſhips. To defend our own Coaſts in time of War, we | 
muſt have Squadrons at Sea, or ready to put to Sea; to pro- . 
tet our Trade, we muſt have a great Number of Cruiſers 
and Convoys at Sea; to attack or annoy the Enemy, we mult 
ſend powerful Squadrons upon their Coaſts, If any of theſe * 
Services were neglected, thoſe that are not in our Govern- | 
ment would exclaim againſt thoſe that are, and they would \- 
have Reaſon to exclaim; when thoſe that are in our Govern- | 
ment make uſe of the only Means they have in their Power 
for ſupplying thoſe Services, the Gentlemen that happen not 
to be concerned in our Government complain of their Con- 
duct, and ſay, they unneceſſarily harraſs our Trade, and ap- 
preſs our Seamen; and when thoſe that are in our Govern- 
ment propoſe the eſtabliſhing of other Methods for ſupply- 
ing thoſe Services, thoſe that are not in our Government 
take the Alarm and ſay, they are going to overturn. our 


Conſtitution. | 2 
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FTheſe, Sir, are the Circumſtances we now ſeem tobe iu: 
Theſe are the Circumſtances we have been long ia; and 


2 
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whilſt we are in theſe Circumſtances, we can never expect 0 


to be eaſy at home, or to make a Figure abroad 3 therefore, 
I wiſh, Gentlemen would lay afide their Jealouſies and Fears, 
and concur heartily and fincerely in all Meaſures that ſeem 
to be neceſſary for enabling us to act wich Vigour in our 
national Capacity. Every Man defires to have the- public 
Service performed: Every Man deſires to have the public 
Wants ſapplied ;; but few are willing to contribute their due 
Share either of Labour or Expence: The Government muſt 
be inveſted with ſuch Powers as are neceffary for compelling 
thoſe that are unwilling : If it is not, you can never exped to 
act with Vigour in Time of War, nor to be at quiet ia Time 
of Peace. You ought not therefore to be jealous of giving 
ſuch Powers to your Government: You ought only to 
watchful Jeſt any of thoſe Powers ſhould be made a bad Uſe 
of; and whilſt our Judges below do their Duty, no Power 
granted by Parliament can be made a bad or an oppreflive 
Uſe of with Impunity. When there is a legal Remedy, the 
Injured will certainly take Advantage of it; and if there 
ſhould be no legal Remedy, if the Criminal ſhould be too high 
or too cunning for our Judges to reach him, the Parliament 
may come in Aid, and will always be able to give the injured 
Subject a ſufficient Redreſs, againſt the higheſt or moſt cun- 
ning Oppreſſor. | | 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I cannot think there is any Dau- 
ger that the Conſtables, who are to execute the Powers pro- 
poſed to be eſtabliſned by this Clauſe, will ever make a bad 
Uſe of them, or ſearch any Houſe without ſome reaſonable 
Suſpicion of Seamen being kept concealed in its bat if s 
ſhould be thought, that an unlimited Power in this reſpect 
too great to be lodged either in the Juſtices. of the Peace, or 
m. their Under-Officers the Conſtables, you may reſtrain their 
Power by an Amendment to the Clauſe : You may amend it 
fo as that neither the Juſtices nor the Conſtables can ſearch 
any Houſe without an Afﬀidavit, that ſome abſconding Seamen 
are ſuppoſed to be concealed in the Houſe, This, I think, 
will obviate all the Objections that have been made to the 
Clauſe, as it now ſtands; and the eſtabliſhing of ſuch a Law 
may very probably put an End, in a ſhort Time, both to Preſ- 
fag and Searching; for, if it were once made impoſſible for 
Seamen to avoid being preſſed by abſconding, and ſuch a Re- 
ward was offered as is by this Bill propoſed, to all ſuch as 
Mould enter themſelves voluntarily into his Majeſty's Service, 
everySeaman in the Kingdom would, upon the firſt Proclamation, 
voluntarily offer himſelf, in order to be entitled to the = 
: Ward, 
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ward, if be were accepted of, or to a Protection if he were 
not. Dy this Means our Government would always have 
Plenty and Choice of Seamen at its Command, which would 
put an End to Prefling as well as Searching; and the Com- 
miſhoners of our Admiralty would then have it. in their 
Power to give every Seaman his Turn of Service in the Na- 
vy: They would then have no Occaſion 30 force any Man 
out of his Turn, nor to defire him to continue | r in the 
Navy than his Turn; and conſequently they could never be 
under a Neceſſity to preſs Seamen out of àa Merchant Ship 
homeward-bound from a long Voyage, nor to turn a Crew 
over from one Man of War to another. | 

« Tam therefore, Sir, ſupprized to hear it ſaid, that this 
Law would bring our Seamen into any Sort of Slavery, or 
under the leaſt Inconvenience ; for, in my Opinion, it would 
have a quite contrary Effect: It would relieve them from all 
the Hardſhips they now labour under, by making it unne- 
ceſſary for our Government to force any of them into his 
Majeſty's Service, or to keep them there, out of their Turn; 
and if we ſhould, even in Time of Peace, keep in continual 
Pay but half as many Seamen as we can probaby have uſe 
for in Time of War, which, now we have ſeen the Inconve- 
nience of not doing fo, will, I hope, be reſolved on, when 
Peace is reſtored, we could then carry on any future War, 
without drawing ſuch a Number of Szamen from the Mer- 
chant's Service as might any way emparrafs our Trade; for 1 
ſhall grant, that a certain Number of Landmen, in Propor- 
tion to the Number of Seamen, may be taken on board every 
Ship of War; but I am far from thinking that the Propor- 
tion of Landmen ſhould be ſo great as two Thirds. A few 
Landmen may, tis true, aſſiſt in fighting theShip; but from 
all I could ever learn, and I have been curious in this Par- 
ticular, an expert Seaman 1s better even for fighting the Ship 
than the beſt- trained Landmen you can put on board; and it 
is to the great Number of Seamen we uſually have on board 
our Ships of War, that our Ships are ſuperior to any foreign 
Ships of the ſame Rate. Our Neighbours generally put 
more Men on board our Ships than we do, but as molt of 
their Men are Landmen, and moſt of ours are Seamen, we 
work our Ships and manage our Guns more dexterouſſy than 
they do, which always gives us the Advantage in an Engage- 
ment; and tho' their Landmen are often trained Soldiers, 
yet it is generally found, we do more Execution even with 
their (mall Arms than they can. | 

I therefore hope, Sir, we ſhall always hereafter put our- 
ſelves to a little extraordinary Expence in Time of Peace, ra- 
ther than give up this Superiority which has often been of 
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great Benefit to us, and from which we have reaped ſo much 
— and as we had not done fo during the laſt Peace, 
and were therefore in great Want of Seamew at the Beginning 
of the War, I muſt think, it wis betteł to diftrels our Trade 
a little, rather than expoſe our Ships to be taken; and our 
naval Reputation to be loft, by putting too many Landmen 
on board any of our Ship: of War, eſpecially thoſe ſent to the 
Weſt-Indies, The Climate in that Country is known to be 
ſo obnoxious to our Landmen, and our Ships are ſo far dittant 
from any freſh Supply, that we could not venture to put any 
Number of Landmen on board; and it is to this chiefly 
that we ought to impute the preſent great Scarcity of Sea - 
men; for in this Part of the World we have now above 
20,000 Seamen in his Majeſty's Service, beſides the great 
Numbers that are gone thither to ſerve on board Privateers, 
We could not at the beginning put any Proportion of Land. 


men on board the Ships deſigned for that Service; and muck 


leſs can we do it now ; and with regard to the Ships at home 
which are now in Commiſſion, I believe, we mult content 
ourſelves with having one Third expert Seamen on board 
each of them, and mult therefore proportion our Seamen a. 
mong them as well as we can. | 

This, Sir, is a Neceſſity we are drove to, which, I muſt 
ſay, I am ſorry for, becauſe I think it a dangerous Neceſſity; 
for how ſoon we may be ob iged to ſend a great Number of 
theſe Ships to Sea no one can tell. I do not pretend to be 
let into any Secrets of State, or any of the ſecret Intelligence 
we have from abroad; but I may take Notice of what I have 
la tely ſeen in a News-Paper, which ſaid, that twelve French 
Men of War from Breſt were to join the Spaniſh Squadron 
now fitting out at Cadiz. If this be true, we mult imme- 
diately ſend out a very powerful Squadron, to” obſerve the 
Motions of theſe united Squadrons, and if our Squadrons 
ſhould think it neceſſary to engage, I am afraid, our Ships, 
with two Thirds Landmen that had never been at Sea before, 
would not make ſuch a Figure in an Engagement, as they 
haye formerly been uſed to do: If our Squadron ſhould be de- 
feared, and ſeveral of our Ships loſt, thoſe who are now com- 
plaining four not having taken Landmen on board, would 
then, perhaps, change' their Note, and complain as heavily 
of our ha ving tarniſhed our Glory, loſt our Ships, and ex- 
poſed the Nation to be invaded, by taking too many Land- 
men on bo ard, and that we had done better to put a Stop to 
our Trade for a Month or two, than to have expoſed our- 
ſe] ves to ſuch Diſgrace, ſuch Loſs, and ſuch Danger 

« The Gentlemen who have the Honour of being at the 
Head of our Admiralty are, theretore, in the right, Sir, to 
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Complaints: The Expedient now-propoſed"they cannot try - 
without the Authority of Parliament ! If that Authority be 
refuſed, now they have aſked it, they will in ſo fir be juſtified, 

let the Co nces be what they will. Whether this Ex 
pedient would be eſfectual no Man can tell, becauſe it is im · 

pc flible to know what Numbers of Seamen are now lurking 

up and down the Country, or what Numbers of able-bodi ) 640 
expert Heamen' are now employed in our Coaſtmg Trade, 
A+ to the formet, we have Reaſon'to believe, that there arg 3 
great Numbers of them, becauſe no Merchant Ship is ever at 

a Loſs for Seamen, if ſhe can but get a Protection Thoſe 

called the Crimps know where the Seamen may be ſent to, 

and when the Maſter of a Trading Veſſel wants ſuch a Num- 

ber, that they are ready at à Call; out their Crimps take 

Care not to let the Government or any Preſs Gang know 


where they are to be met witn. | 
* Then, Sir, as to the Number of able-bodied, expert | 

men now employed in the Coaſling Trade, tho" I believe it | ; 

to be much greater than the Honourable Gentleman regre- 3 

ſents, yet, J am convinced, it is not near fo great as uſual in | 

Time of Peace, not becauie there are not many ſuch Seamen . 

now in the Kingdom, but becauſe moſt of thoſe that are fit 

for his Majelty's Service, and conſequently liable to be preſſed, 

now refuſe to be employed at Sea, and have retired up into 

the Country, where they live by ſome Employment at Lard, 

or upon the Credit they have from their Crimps or their old 

Maſters, who know they can reimburſe themſe ves with good 

Intereſt out of the firſt Wages the Se- man receives, when a 

ſafe Opportunity offers, for his being empioyed at the pre- "XY 

ſent high Wages in the Coaſting Trade or Merchant's Ser- "Af 

vice, | ' | 
« For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I believe the Expedient now 

propoſed would have a very great Effect, towards relievin 

us from our preſent Diſtrets; and as I cannot think t 

Clauſe, with the Amendment I h:ve propoſed, could have 

any bad Corſ-quence, I ſhall therefore be for its being paſ- 

ſed into a Law. | 8 
E. : 


$2 |--:1 / ; ; 
When I look round me, I am ſurprized to find this Bill x, 
meet with ſo much Oppoſition. I believe we are all rrue- 
born Engliſhmen, | ſhou d have ſaid true Britons, in this 
Houſe; and therefore I hope the Bill at lait will meet with a 
the general Approbation; for if there was a Frenchman or 2 
r, to Spaniard amongſt us, 1 am perſuaded, he would be * 


* 


He ary + | — _ 


in order to prevent/our 3 


be accuſed of being Frenchmen or Spaniards,” It is becauſe 


this Regulation: At leaſt I ſhould have a very bad Opinion, 
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bien us with Slavery, and [ do not know what, 
agreeing to ſuch a neceflary and ue. 
* This, I am perſuaded, would be the Caſe, 

we any ſuch Men amongſt us; and this of itfelf is wink 
me a ſufficient Reaſon for agreeing to what is propoſed. : 
F. 7 I 121 | | 65 * | 
I little ſuſſ that the Oppoſers of this Clauſe ſhould 


I am neither a Frenchman or Spanitard, gor a profeſſed gr 
ſecret Friend to either, that I am againſt this Clauſe. "Tam 
à true-born Engliſhman, and as ſuch I have a ſincere Regard 
for the Liberties and Properties of my Countrymen ; thete- 
fore I muſt be againſt a Clauſe which will render both pre- 
carious. I hope, I ſhall always be againſt ſuch Expedients, 
even tho' I ſhould thereby ſacrifice ſome private Intereſt: or 
View of my own. If we had a Frenchman or Spaniard a- 
mongſt us, that underſtood any thing of Trade and Naviga- 
tion, I am convinced, he would be a hearty Advocate for 


either of his Judgment and Foreſight, or his Attachment to 
his native Country, if he were not. If a Spaniard of good 
Underſtanding were among us, he would certainly be for 
the Clauſe, becauſe it would force many of our Scamen into 
the Service of Spain. If Cardinal Fleury were a Member of 
this Houſe, I am ſure he would be for it; becauſe he would 
foreſee, that, ina ſhort Time, it would give his Country a Su- 
periority over us at Sea, by forcing moſt of the Seamen we 
now have into foreign Service, and preventing any Engliſh- 
man's breeding himſelf to the Sea for the future? But, I hope, 
the Cardinal has no Influence over any Member, far leſs over 
a Majority of the Houſe, and therefore, I hope to fee the 
Clauſe rejected with Diſdain. — 
If we are under any Diſtreſs, Sir, fon want of Seamen, 
we have brought it upon ourſelves, by not encouraging 
Landmen to enter into his Majeſty's Sea Service at the begin- 
ning of the War, by refuſing many that were offered, and by 
raiſing Marching-Regiments, under the ſpecious Name of 


Marines, before we had half manned our Navy, At the be- 
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ginning of the War we could not ſo much as apprehend, that 

either the Spaniards or the French would in a Twelve-month's bac 

Time be in a Condition to face our Squadrons any where at anc 

Seaz we might therefore have taken as many Landmen as po! 

we pleaſed on board our Navy, at the Beginning of the War, a5 
i 


becauſe in a Twelve · month's Time many of them would have 
become 
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become expert Seamen, and all would have become t for 
ſome fort of Service on board our Men of War. It ibn 

Miftake to ſuppoſe, that the Sea-Climate in the Weſt- Indien 
is very obnoxious to our Landmen, if they are kept in Action 
and Exerciſe : But.when our Ships are kept loitering in one 
Station, with Inſtrudtions not to attempt any thing againſt the 
Enemy, as they were at the Baftimento's ; in that Caſe, I 
ſhall grant the Weſt-Indian Climate would be obnoxious, any 
Climate would be obnoxious, to Men kept confined-on board 
aShip in ſuch an idle, ſpiritleſs and vexatious Situation z and 
it would be obnoxious to our Seamen as well as Landmen, 


as we found by fatal Experience in the Place I have men- 


tioned,” But at the beginning of this War, I hope no 
drons were intended to be ſent to the Weſt-Indies with 
Inftruions ; therefore, if a great Number of young, vigo- 
rous Landmen had been ſent out, I beſieve they would have 
kept their Healths as well as our Seamen have done; and 
moſt of them would have been Maſters of their Bufineſs, be- 
fore they could have met with any thing like Oppoſition at 
For this Reaſon, Sir, if we are now in any Diſtreſs for 

want of Seamen, T muſt impute it wholly to the 1 
Meaſures we took at the beginning of the War; but Fares 
it tobe partly owing to our not having kept a greater Num- 
ber of Seamen in Pay during Peace, who are they that are to 
blame for this want of Foreſight? J am farprized to hear 
ſuch a Complaint mentioned by the Advocates for this Mo- 
tion: Have not they or their Friends had the modelling of 
the public Expence for almoſt theſe twenty Years? Did they 
erer propaſe a Number of Seatmen for any one Year, that 
was not agreed to by Parliament? Have not they been often 
bla for 'reducing the Number of Seamen, in order to 
keep up an unneceſſary, dangerous, and oppreſſive Number 
of Land Forces? The Truth is, they have all along ſeemed 
to be more afraid of the People, than of the People's foreign 
Enemies; and therefore they neglected and reduced that Body 
of Men, which is moſt proper for defending us againſt foreign 
Enemies, in order to keep up and increaſe that Body of Men, 
which was moſt proper for defending them againſt the Peo- 
* | Ran 2 
5 Thus, Sir, jet us conſider our preſent Diſtreſs in what 
Light we will, we muft ſee, that it was intirely owing to the 
bad Conduct of thoſe, who are the Advocates for this Clauſe ; 
and the wrong Uſe they have made of the Powers they were 
poſſeſſed of, is, I think, no very good Argument for entruſt- 
ing them with more. However, Sir, as Lam for puſhing 
this War with the utmoſt Vigour, I ſhould be for the Clauſe 
* propoſed, 


Propoſed. if I thought it coald any wa bute towards 
reſieving us from the Diſtreſs we are ſaid to be in f hüt 8 I 
think it would plunge us into farther and greater Dif. 

eulties, by driving into foreign Service many of our Seattich 

we now have amongſt us, and as I think it would he of the 
woſt d ngerous Conſquence, both to the Liberty and Property 

of every Man in the Kingdom, I muſt therefore be againſ 
nee + $30 {144% 1:8 922 age 
Mr. Puſteney. 


Mir. Pultener. I did not think to have roſe up ſo ſoon in this ' ERP 


* : 


ind you are like to perplex youtſelyes wich amending 
a Clauſe chat cannot be amended, aud therefore I Hand up 
to prevent, if I cn, your giving yourſeives this un 
Trouble. Sir, amend it what way you will, it will be a 
& Clauſe, which no Engliſhman cen agree to. I ſheuld nt 
Jook upon a Man as an Engliſhman, that would agree to ſub- 
ect himſelf to ſuch a laviſh Power; to have his, Houle ex. 
poſed to a petty Conſtabie and a Preſs-Gang, at all Hours of 
the Night, is what no Gentleman that puts any Value either 
upon his Liberty or his Property will ſubmit to. I have the 
Honour, Sir, to repreſent the County of Middleſex, where 
there are many rich Freeholders ; there are Juſtices of Peace 
too; theſe have done me many ill Offices, and have attempt- 
ed to do me many more; for we know whoſe Tools moſt of 
them are, But I depend upon the Freeholders, and while I 
preſerve their Eſteem, I ſhall deipiſe the Juſtices. 

« Do Gentlemen think, Sir, that I will expoſe my own 
Houle, or the Houſe of any Freeholder in England, to be 
broke open at the Pleaſure of an inſignificant Two-penny 
Jaſtice of Pe-ce, prompted by his own Malice or Reſent- 
ment, or directed by the revenge ul Temper of a Miniſter? A 
O utieman may have 5ood. or 1000. in Bank Notes ig his 
Houſe ; theſe, Sir, have no Ear-Mark : The Gentleman 
may not; perhaps, have taken the Number: I theſe ſhould 
be taken away, how could he recover them ? He could 
not, perhaps, prove that he had any ſuch in his Houſe ; if he 
could, whom could he ſue ? Would it be poſſible to fix the 
taking of them upon any one Man of the Party ? But if this 

could be done, would not a low Fellow of a Conſtabie, or per- 
- haps one of the Preſs-Gang, make his Eſcape, as ſoon as he 
had got Poſſeſſion of ſuch a Sum of Money? Thus, it would 
be impoſſible for the Owner to recover his Property, ot to 
.-Pumiſh the Man that had robbed him. An Affidavit could be 
no Security againſt this Danger; they that will ſleal, will 
ſwear : Suppoling the Jultice to be no Party in the thieviſh 

| | Conſpiracy z 
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Conſpiracy,” which I am far from teckohing impolſible; a, - 
petiy Conftable, ay common Fellew who knew J had ſuch 

a Sum of Money in my Houſe, might go before a Juſtice and 
ſweaf; hat I had Seamen concealed in my Houſe : The 
Juſtice muſt, by this Clauſe, grant his Warrant ; he is requi- 

red ſo to do: The Conſtable muſt make the Search; and the 
Affidavit-Man comes along with him, as one of the Preſs- 

8 perhaps when I and moſt of my Servants are gone 

to viſit a Neighbour, and whilſt the other Servants are at- 

tending to open the Doors of every Creek and Corner to the. 
ConftiBle. the Affidavit- Man may very probably find an Op- 

portunity to break open my Scruitore, and take away my 


Money. | 

c Bar ſuppoſe, Sir, our Properties were ſafe, gr could be 
made ſafe; againſt ſuch a Clauſe as this, would any Gentle- 
man tamely ſubmit to have his Houſe ſearched, and himſelf 
and his Family diſturb'd, every Night for two or three 
Months together? Yet this might be the Cafe, if a Miniſter, 
or the Tool of a Miniſter, ſhould conceive a Pique againſt 
him for oppoſing them at any Election. We know how eaſy 
it is for Miniſters to find Aﬀidavit-Men, and no Court in 
England could give the Gentleman any Redreſs, becauſe the 
Search was every Night made according to the expreſs Di- 
tectioas of an AR of Parliament. Even the Parliament it- 
ſelf could not give him Redreſs, if the Parties concerned in 
the Conſpiracy flood firm by one another: I ſay, Sir, even 
the Parliament itſelf could give no Redreſs, without exerciſing 
a more arbitrary Power, than I ſhall ever wiſh to ſee exerciſed 
by any Parliament in England; for no Man could ſay, the 
Affidavit Man had taken a falſe Oath, when he ſwore be 
had Reaſon to ſuſpect, that Seamen would be that Night 
concealed in ſuch a Hcuſe ; nor could the Parliament puniſh 
the Juſtice or the Conſtable, for doing what the Law requi- 
red them to do. In ſhort, Sir, this Clauſe is ſo full fraught 
with Opprefſion, and fo dangerous to the Liberty, the Pro- 
perty, and the Quiet of every Man in England, not concerned 
in the executive Part of our Government, that I muſt think 
the Contrivers of it have a Fancy, that they and their Poſte - 
rity in Sæcula Seculbrum are to be the Miniſters and Magi- 
ſtrates of Great Britain. 8 

* An honourable Gentleman, Sir, who argued for this 
Clauſe, as he had done for many others of th: {ame Nature, 
has been pleaſed to favour us with his Advice, to lay aſide 
our Jealouſies and Fears, and entruſt our Miniſters with all 
lurh Powers, as they ſhall call neceſſary for enabling us to 
act with Vigour in our national Capacity. This, Sir, is di- 
rectly the Fable of the Fox and the Geeſe ; but I hope _ 
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er 
ſhall not be ſuch Geeſe, as to take his Advice, Let our Mini- 
ſters aim at no extraordinary and dangerous Powers, and, I'll 
anſwer for it, the People will entertain no Jealouſies; but 
when a Miniſter has, during the whole Courſe of a long Ad- 
miniſtration, been aiming at ſuch Powers, and has obtained 
more than ever any. Miniſter did, it is no Wonder to fee Jea- 
louſies and Fears ariſing among the People: It is rather to 
be wondet'd at, that thoſe Jealouſies are not more violent and 
more general than they are, We have of late Years had 
many dangerous penal Laws enacted; Laws which {gem 
calculated rather for oppreſſing the Innocent, than puniſhing 
the Guilty. The late Smuggling-A& is a moſt terrible Law 
of this Nature. I travel often into a County well known to 
an honourable Gentleman near me; when I am there, I often 
walk about with a Gun upon my Shoulder, and with two 
or three Servants or Companions armed in the ſame Man- 
ner: Upon ſuch Occaſions, I confeſs, I am in ſome Pain, 
left I ſhould be taken up for a Smuggler; I know I might 
be taken up as ſuch, by Authority of the Law, becauſe I 
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happen to be travelling with Arms, and within five Miles of 


the Sea Coaſt, or of ſome navigable River : Nay, I know I 
might be condemned and tranſported as ſuch, in Caſe one of 
my Servants ſhould happen, without my Knowledge, to have 
a Parcel of Tea or Lace in his Pocket, which a Friend of his 

had defired him to carry to a Neighbour in the Country. 
© It is true, Sir, no bad Uſe has as yet been made of that 
Law ; but when weate conſidering whether or no a Govern- 
ment be arbitrary, we are not to enquire what they do, but 
what they may do; for whatever they may do, they will do, 
when they have neceſſary Occaſion for it. The King of 
France had an Army, aud conſequently a Power to compel 
his Parliament to regiſter his EdiQs, long before he attempt 
ed it. The Parliament of Paris had formerly à Negative in 
the Paſſing of Laws, as well as we in this Honſe have; they 
ſtill pretend to the Right, but now they dare not exerciſe it; 
and by Means of our Armies and our penal Laws, this Houſe 
may ſoon be brought into the ſame Circumſtances : The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Attorney General, or the 
Secretary at War, may bring us a Bill, ready cut and dry'd, 
from his Majeſty, and tell us, the King commands us to pals 
it. , This Houſe, as it is compoſed at preſent, would, I know, 
diſdain to obey any ſuch Command; but by opprefling our 
Elections, by means of penal Laws, a Miniſter may get ſüch 
a Houſe choſen, as would. refuſe nothing the Crown could 
' defire, and in that Caſe, I'm afraid, the Nation would find 
but little Relief in the other Houſe, Sir, to act with Vigour 
in our national Capacity, we have no Occafion to entruſt our 
— © , * "RUMMNErS 
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Miniſters, with any extraordinary Powers, of with a Multi- 
tude of penal Laws. The Nation has often adted with Vi- 
gour before theſe Powers were granted; it has never acted 
with Vigour fince they were granted; nor can it, I believe, 
ever act with Vigour till many of them are repealed. New 
and extraordinary Powers, and a Multiplicity of penal Laws, 
render the People jealous, uneaſy; and diſcontented with their 
, Government; and whilſt the People are ſo, however vigo- 
rouſly our Miniſters may act, in oppreſſing the People at 
home, and preventing their being able to do themſelves Juſ- 
tice, it will not be in their Power to act with Vigour abroad, 
or againſt a foreign Enemy: Therefore, the entruſting of 
our Miniſters with new and extraordipary Powers, inſtead of 
enabling us, will render it impoſſible for us to act with Vi- 

gour in our national Capacity. 7 
An honourable Gentleman propheſied to us, Sir, that 
our paſling this Clauſe into a Law would prevent our Govern- 
ment's being under any Neceſſity, either to preſs, or to ſearch 
for Seamen ; hecauſe, if our Seamen ſhould ſee, that they 
could not, by abſconding, avoid being preſſed into his Ma- 
jeſty's Service, they would all come and enter voluntary. 
Sir, it is not the firſt Time that honourable Gentleman and 
his Friends have appeared to be miſtaken in their Prophe- 
cies ; if they had not, we ſhould have been engaged in no fuch 
War as the preſent; and, I believe, they never found them- 
ſelves more out in a Prophecy, than they will find themſelves 
in this. Our paſſing this Clauſe into a Law, I ſhall grant, 
may put an end both to preſſing and ſearching for Seamen ; 
not becauſe our Government will be under no Neceſſity for 
doing ſo, but becauſe it will be in vain for them to do ſo ; for 
I am convinced, it would in a ſhort Time hunt every Seaman 
we have out of the Kingdom; and if we had no Seamen left, 
it would be needleſs for our Government to ſearch. for them, 
and it would be impoſſible to preſs, when there is no Man to 

be preſſed. ; | 
Our Seamen, Sir, are already expoſed to greater Hard. 
ſhips than our Landmen are: The latter are never preſſed 
into the Army, but cajoled and bribed into the Service; the 
former are preſſed into the Navy on every trifling Occaſion. 
I 2m ſure, I may fay ſo from our Conduct of late; for. 
though we have of late had many a hot Preſs for Sdamen, 
they have never been ſent upon any Expedition, where they 
could gain Glory or Riches, either to themſelves or their 
Country. If to their former Hardſhips we add this now 
propoſed, they will all leave us; for a Britiſh Sailor will al- 
ways be a welcome Gueſt to any Power in Europe. It is 
impoſlible, Sir, to amend this Clauſe ſo, as to make it good; 
| 6g 2 2 | therefore, 
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- therefore, do not let us be wire-drawn by 4 5 inte 
the Paſſing of a Clauſe which, amend it as'you will, miſt de. 
ftroy the very End for which it is faid to intended: It js 


directly the Cucuniber ; pare it, flice it, ſqueeze it, * What 


Ingredients you will to it, yet flit it will be fit for 
but being thrown out at Window,” 
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As Lam deſcended of a Family chat bio derer div te. 
ficient in their Duty to their Country, and has, upon former 
Occaſions, taken Arms in Defence of its Liberties and Privi- 


leges, I ſhould be ſorry if I degenerated fo much from the 
Virtue of my Anceſtors, as to approve of any Regulation 5 


PER 


might be of dangerous Conſequence to the Liberties of my 


Country; but I am ſo far from looking upon the Regulati 
now propoſed in this Light, that, T think, not only 6 our 1 
berties but our Independency as a free Nation will be in the 
utmoſt Danger, if it is not agreed to; for if our Government 
is not enabled to defend us againſt foreign Attacks, we ſhall 
certainly be conquered by the firlt Nation that is bold enough 
to invade us. 

have examined the Clauſe, and attended to the Debate, 
J hope, impartially, and I mutt N can ſee none of thole 


dangerous Conſequences that have been ſuggeſted by thoſe 


who have ſpoke againſt the Claufe : Our Appreherfions 
ought all, I think, to be upon the other Side of the Quel- 
tion; for if we do not expoſe our Houſes to the Danger 


of being ſearched for abſconding Seamen by our own' Magi 


ſtrates and Officers, they will be expoſed to the Danger of 
being plundered by invading Spaniards or Frenchmen. We 
may preſcribe Limits to the former: We may puniſh them if 
they exceed thoſe Limits; but the latter we can neither li- 
mit nor puniſh ; and ſurely the Danger of being plundered 


is of much greater Conſequence than the Danger of 237 | 


ſearched. 

I] wiſh Gentlemen would judge more candidly of one an- 
other's Behaviour: I am afraid, Sir, there are ſome amongſt 
us who judge from Envy and Relentment. Such Paſſions 
will always create Jealouſies and Fears, and ſuggeſt Appre- 
henſions for which there is not the leaſt Foundation. We 
ought to behave like Chriſtians towards one another; if we 
did, we ſhould never judge raſhly of the Thoughts or Actions 
of other Men; but would behave with Meekneſs, Humility, 
and Forbearance, which are ſo neceflary for the Preſervation 
of Society, and for keeping up a friendly Intercourſe RF 
Men. As I ſhall always endeavour to follow this Precep 
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cannot ſuſpe& tholꝭ who prop 


not. oe wh ſed this Clauſe of any bad In- 
tentioh, and if :t ſhould hereafter give Riſe to any ſort of Oi 


preſſion, it may eaſily be amended or repealed; therelors'to | 


relieve us from the preſent Neceſſity, and to prevent the like 
in Time to come, it ought, I think, to be approved of.“ 

H. Ban 
8 1 R, * gory 
It is ſomething ſurpriſing, that this Nation ſhould have 


, ſabſifted free and independent for ſo many Ages, and yet 


ſhou!d now be in ſuch Danger of being conquered by France 
or Spain, that we muſt enable our Miniſters to conquer us, in 
order to prevent our being conquered by Foreigners. Is not 
this, Sir, ne moriaris, mori? It may preſerve, it may even 
increaſe the Independency of our Miniſters, becauſe it will 
render them independent of the People, which they ought 
never to be ; but it will deſtroy the Liberties of the People; 
and as we 'fit here chiefly to preſerve the Liberties of the 
People agaivſt the Encroachments and Uſurpations of Mini- 
ſters, how could we anſwer it to our Conſtituents? To mine 
| cou'd ſay nothing, but only that I had made myſelf as great 
a Slave as I had made them: To them, and I believe to 
molt others in England, it would be no Excuſe to fay, that 
if we had not done ſo, we ſhould all have been conquered by 
France or Spain; for whatever our Miniſters and their 
Friends may pretend, I am ſure, the People of Great Bri- 
tain are under no Apprehenſions of their being conquered 
by either of theſe two Powers. 

Every one knows, Sir, that the Freedom of our Con- 
ſtitution conſiſts principally in the Freedom of our Elections; 
and the Freedom of our Elections conſiſts in its not being in 
the Power of a Miniſter, or any great Man, to hurt an Elec- 
tor, on Account of his voting contrary to his Orders at any 
Election. Would this be the Caſe, if this Clauſe ſhould be 
paſſed into a Law? Might not a Miniſter, or his Tools the 
Juſtices of Peace, harraſs a ſtubborn Elector out of his Life, 
or at leaſt out of his Buſineſs, by ſending a Conſtable and a 
Preſs-Gang every Night, or every other Night, to ſearch 
his Houſe for abſconding Seamen ? The Interpoſition of an 
Affdavit would no way mend the Matter; for when there 
is no Danger of incurring the Penalties of Perjury, as there 
could be none in this Caſe, an Affidavit is eaſily obtain'd, 
elpecially when the Affidavit-Man is ſure of being protected, 
as well as rewarded by a Miniſter of State. e know 
what Uſe has been made of the Power of quartering Sol- 
diers upon Pablic-houſes ; we know that Innkeepers, and 
eren Boroughs, have ſometimes been made to ſuffer by that 

Means, 
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Neans, for their having diſobliged miniſterial Orders at E- 

lections: This, T am convinced, has been done ; it may again 

be done, without any Poſſibility of its being proved ; be. Ml ti 

| - cauſe the Act is legal, the Crime conſiſts ſingly in the Inten- ti 


\ 


. . tion, which People may ſuſpect, but cannot prove. This of te 
| | ſearching would be attended with the ſame Convenience to Ol 
| : Miniſters and their Tools, and the Effect would be moch ex- m 

tenſive; becauſe quartering of Soldiers is confined to Pub- ki 


-lic-houſes ; but this of ſearching for Seamen is to be ext6nd. WI 
ed to all Sorts of Houſes, even td the Houſes of the beſt No- th 
Diemen in the Kiggdom.. mn. „ 
For my Part, Sir, ſhould we agree to this Clauſe; I can Wl pr 
„ have no Notion that the other Houſe will: We may, if we tic 
8 pleaſe, lay our own Houſes open, at all Hours of the Night, ou 
to petty Conſtables and Preſs Gangs; but I cannot think the fic 
Lords will lay their Houſes open at ſuch Times, or to ſuch ric 
_* Viſitations. They will certainly except the Houſes of all da 
| | Peers and Peereſſes; and if the Bill ſhould be returned tous th 
| with ſuch an Exception, would you pals it into a Law I am je. 
therefore of Opinion, that if this Clauſe ſtands in the Bill, it ev 
will occaſion the Loſs of the Whole; and as I am for the bu 
firſt Clauſe, which enables the Government to give a Reward in 
of 5 J. to every Seaman that ſhall voluntarily enter into his 
Majeſty's Service, I muſt therefore be againſt a Clauſe which, 
T think, will occaſion the Loſs of the whole Bill. 
© But ſuppoſe, Sir, I were aſſured, that the other Houſe 


would be as complaiſant to our Miniſters, as ſome in this ſeem en 
. to be, the Clauſe is in itſelf of a Nature ſo dangegous to our me 
Conſtitution, that I mult be againſt it: It gives ſuch an ex- Ce 


tenſive Power to Juſtices of Peace and their Couſtables, as is 
' repugnant to the Spirit of our Law, and inconſiſtent with Cl 
our Conſtitution, Our Juſtices of the Peace are generally thi 
too apt to favour the C.uſe of the Crown, rather than that an 
of the Subje&: Nay, many of them are but too apt to be- me 
come the mere Tools of a M niſter, and to make uſe of all } 
the Powers they are inveſted with according to his Direc- me 
tions. And ſuppoſe it were otherwiſe; ſuppoſe they were thi 
all inclined to favour the Subject, and Enemies to all man- La 
8 ner of Oppreſſion; in this Caſe they cannot prevent it, where ca. 
a Miniſter inclines to oppreſs: Even with the Amendment lu 
propoſed they cannot prevent it. They muſt give the Oath qu 
to the Perſon that comes to inform; they muſt thereupon in 
grant their Warrant for ſearching the Houſe informed again (ur 
and the Conſtable muſt execute the Warrant, even tho! both io 
were fully convinced. of the Falſhood of the Afidavit, and th: 
that it was ſworn to with a Deſign to oppreſs, or in order to en 

ſatisfy the Malice and Revenge of a Miniſter, or perhaps that 

of the Informer himſelf. I ſhall 
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« I ſhall. admit, Sir, that the Government has a Right to * . "8 
the Service of every Seaman, when the Safety of their Coun- „ 
try requires their Service; and I ko. it has been the Prat“ 
tice to preſs Seamen upon ſuch Occaſions : Whether the Praca 
tice be eRtabliſhed by Law, I ſhall not take upon me to de- 
termine; but ſo far I may ſay, that the Method of Preſſing - 
ought never to be praftiſed, except when the Nation is in the 
moſt imminent Danger. On ſuch Occaſions the King has, I 
know, a ſort of dictatorial Power, and therefore may preſs 
Men either for the Land or Sea Service; for I do not think 
there is by Law any real Difference between the two; and 
therefore I muſt think it both againſt Law and Reaſon to 


preſs Seamen on every trifling Occaſion, as has been the Prac- 
f we tice of late Years ; for from the Year 1718 to the breaking ; 
ght, out of the War, I do not think there was ever any juſt Occa- 4 
the fion for a Preſs, and yet we have had ſeveral within that Pe. 


riod, Upon great Occaſions indeed, and when the public 
Safety abſolutely requires it, the Government has a Right to 

the Service of every Seaman in the Kingdom, till his Ma- 
jeſty's Navy be fully ſupplied ; and then I will allow, that 
every Seaman in the Kingdom, who abſconds, is criminal ; 

but ſurely we are not to take away the Liberty of the Subject 

in general, for the ſake of bringing them to their Duty.” 


his 

nch, . 
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louſe Tho' I cannot pretend to no more than to reſume or . 
ſeem er large upon ſome of the Arguments that have already been 


mentioned in this Debate; yet, as it is a Matter of ſuch by 
Conſequence, I think it my Duty to give you my Sentiments : 
upon the Subject; and as the Arguments for and againſt this. 

Clauſe may be ranked under two Heads, thoſe that relate to 

the Benefits that may ariſe from its being paſſed into a Law, 


and thoſe that relate to the Dangers and [nconveniencies we 
o be-W may be expoſed to by our agreeing or diſagreeing to this = 
of all lauſe, I ſhall begin with the firſt. Sir, if there be any Sea- 3 
irec- men now lurking any where in the Britiſh Dominions, and I « 1 
were think it has of ky Sides been admitted there are ſome, this =_ 


Law will certainly be of great Advantage to our Trade, be. , 


there caule it will enable our Government to find out and preſs the | : 
ment lurking Seamen, into the Service of the Navy, and conſe- f £ 
Oath Bl quently will leave a great Number of Seamen to be employed 25 
upon in the Merchants Service The Navy, it is certain, mult be 

aint applied, even tho ſome Branches of our Trade ſhould be 

both fopt for a while; what can be more beneficial to our Trade, RR 


than that of taking firſt thoſe Seamen, who now reſuſe to 
enter into the Government's or Merchants Service? 


I remem- 1 


| 1 
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+ + I remember, Sir, two Years.ago, when; Wat was @ chuck 
fought after, and ſo violently infiſted on, by almoſt all Ranks 
of People, no Man pretended to have any Apprehenfions of 
our Trade's ſuffering by the War: Surely it was not then 
imagined, that our Trade could be carried on in Time of War 
with the ſame Eaſe and Security, as in Time of Peace; for. 
our Trade muſt ſuffer by War, let the War be conducted in 
what Manner it will; yet ever ſince the War has been de- 
clared, every little Inconvenience our Trade lies expoſed tg 
has been ſet in the ſtrongeſt Light, and clamoured againſt in 
the moſt violent Manner; and now, When a, Method js pro- 
poſed for obviating moſt of the Inconveniencies our Trade 
lies expoſed to, it is oppoſed, and repreſented as a Step to ar- 
bitrary Power. Ix this candid, Sir ? Is it a fair way of treat. 
ing thoſe, who are entruſted with the Conduct of gur public 
Aﬀurs ? | * 

But to return to my Subject, Sir. I have ſhewn how 
beneficial this Clauſe may be to our Trade ; and next, with re 
gard to our Seamen, would it not be a great Benefit to our Sea- 
men in general, if all of them were obliged. to take theit 
Tarn in the Navy, and no Man obliged to ſerve there longer 
than his Turn ? That this would be the Conſequence of the 
Law now propoſed is, I think, apparent; becauſe if the Go- 
vernment had Choice of Seamen, they would certainly chuſe 
thoſe able Seamen that had been longeſt at home, or longeſt 
out of the Government's Service. Such a Law could be in- 
convenient to none, but ſuch as refuſe to take their Turn in 
the Government's Service, and abſcond in order to avoid 
their being preſſed into that Service; and as they are allowed 
to be criminal, the forcing them to their Duty cannot ſurely 
be reckoned an Inconvenience to the Public. 

« Laſtly, Sir, with regard to the Proſecution of the War, 
it would certainly be a great Advantage to us to have Plenty 
and Choice of Seamen always at the Government's Com- 
mand. I cannot ſay that this would be, ſo much as I could. 
wiſh, the Effect of our paſſing this Clauſe into a Law, be- 
cauſe I do not think we have at preſent a Stock of Seamen in 
the Kingdom, ſufficient for anſwering both the Merchants 
and the Government's Demand; but we ſhould certainly 
have a greater Plenty of Seamen, if all of them were within 
the Government's Reach, and obliged to enter in oneor other 
of theſe Services, than when a third, a fourth, or any Part of 
them are abſconding in Country Places, where they can be 
of no Service either to themſelves or their Country ; and the 
re Plenty of Seamen we have, the more vigo we 

be able to puſh the War, which will of, courſe enable 


us to put a more ſpeedy and honourable End to it than we 
; can 
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can de otherwiſe, "This all be another Advantage to our 
Trude, beſides that 1 have already taken Notice of, and 
| ſhould bea prevsiling Argument with every Man that wiſhes 
n 2 bf rhis*Chvſe, £0 

by Sir, with regard to the Dangers that may ariſe from '  _ 
onr-ageeeing or diſagreeing to this Law: As thoſe which may 2 
ariſe; from our rejecting this Clauſe have already been ſer in "oy 
a very full and clear Light, I hall only take Notice of a few 
of thoſe Inconveniencies which, it is ſuggeſted, may ariſe 
from the Law propoſed, Upon this Head we are.toid, that 
the Power of breaking open People's Doors, by Night ot by 
Day, will be a © moſt grievous Iuconvenience to private Men, 
anda Power of the moſt dangerbus Conſequence to our Con- 
ſtitution. För God's fake, Sir, is this the firſt Time that ever. 
ſuch à Power was eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom ? Have not 
our Conſtables already ſuch 'a Power in many Caſes, when 
they have a proper Warrant from a Juſtice of the Peace? Be- 


re- ſides the Cale of Felony, they have the Power to break open 
ea- Doors in ſearch of uncuſtomed or prohibited Goods, and in 
ei the Caſe of Goods carried off and concealed in defraud of the 
ger Landlord for his Rent. Was it ever known, was it ever ſo 
the much as comptained of, that this Power was oppreſlively 
304 uſed,” or that it was turned towards the influencing of Ejec- 
uſe tions? This is therefore a Danger that from Experience ap- 
peſt rs to be chimerical ; and I hope the Manning of his Ma- 


jeſty's Navy will be admitted to be of more Conſequence to 
the Public than the Recovery of any ſuch Goods. | 
We have been likewiſe told, Sir, that the eſtabliſhing of 
ſuch a Law will be ſuch a Grievance to our Seamen as will 
frighten chem all out of the Kingdom. As to this, Sir, I 
have already ſhewn, that it will be a great Advantage to all 
Seamen who do not abſcond, and thoſe, I hope, are the great- 
eſt and beſt Part of our Seamen, But even as to Seamen that 
do abſcond, it could be no ſuch additional Grievance as would 
force them into foreign Service; for, with regard to the Preſ- 
ling of Seamen, I muſt really think, our Law 154 little whim- 
ſical. MA Seaman may be preſſed if found on board a Ship: 
Nay the Ship may be ſearched for him. He likewiſe may 
be preſſed -if found in the Streets, Highways, or Fields ; but- 
if he gets into a Houle, and gets a Door ſhut upon himſelf, 
he may look out at the Window and laugh at the Preſs- 
Gang; therefore to make our Law confiſt with itlelf, I 
think, we ought to give a Power to the Civil Officer to ſearch 
the Houſe, and even to break open Doors in Caſe of Non- 
admittance, This would not be ſo great a Hardſhip upon ab- 
ſconding Seamen as the Penalties now inflicted by Law upon 
abſconding Watermen or Bargemen ; for if they do not ap- 
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pear at Watermens Hall when called pn, i order to he ſent into 
IP the Service of the Navy, they are by Law ſubjected toſeve- 
* ral Penalties, and yet we do not find, that this Regulation has 
forced them abroad, or any way leſſened their Numbers. 
From all which I muſt conclude, Sir, that the Nation will. 
reap great Advantages from this Clauſe if paſſed intoa Law, 


without being expoſed to any Inconvenience or Danger ; and 


therefore, I hope, it will be agreed to. 
rn. e ere 
I am oy clay to find Gentlemen expreſs ſo much Im- 
Patience, as ſome begin to ſhew in this Debate. I hope no 
Gentleman comes here with a Reſolution to give his Vote 
upon either Side of any Queſtion that may be ſtarteq, till he 
has heard what may be ſaid for or againſt it; and therefore, 
in a Queſtion which ſo nearly concerns the Liberties of our 
Country, I cannot but be ſurprized at ſeeing Gentlemen ex- 
reſs an Unwillingneſs to hear the Argument fully diſcuſſed, 

f they will not be at the Pains to let us hear their Sentiments 
upon it any other way than by their Aye or Nay, they ought 
to attend patiently to thoſe that will; for tho' theſe Mono- 


ſyllables may determine the Queſtion, I am ſure neither of 


them will ever convinceany reaſonable Man in the Kingdom. 
II have not the Vanity, Sir, to imagine, that what I have 
to ſay will have great Weight with the Majority of this Aſ- 
ſembly ; but, in Duty to my Conſtituents, I think myſelf 
obliged to uſe my Endeavours, and as a Member of this 
Houſe, I have a Right to be heard. The Queſtion now be 
fore us is not fimply, Whether we ſhall agree to this Clauſe 
or no? It is, Whether we ſhall agree to put an End to our 
Conſtitution, and make Slaves of ourſelves, our Conſtituents 
and Poſteriry ? For this, in my Opinion, will be the certain 
Conſequence of our agreeing to this Clauſe, however amen- 
* L ded. That our Liberties; nay and our Properties too, depend 
upon the Freedom of our Elections, is a Maxim which, 1 
believe, no Man will conteſt. - A corrupt Parliament gay, for 
a Time, ſupport an oppreſſive and wicked Miniſter 3 but a 
Parliament is but the Stream, our Elections for Parliament- 
Men are.the Fountain-Head, and as long as they are left free 
and uncorrupted, the Stream will of courſe refine, and/will at 
laſt become as pure as the Fountain from whence it flows. 
But this Clauſe, Sir, ſeems to be contrived for poiſoning the 
Fountain itſelf, and for rendering all che EleRions in the 


Kingdom dependent upon the Will of every future Miniſter, 


« Let us conſider, Sir, that the Freedom of a Man's Vote 


at any Election may be taken away, not only by an m_ 
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UU 
diate Bribe in ready Money or Bank · Notes, but by the Hopes 
of being rewarded for his Compliance, or the Fears of being 
made to ſuffer for his Stubbornneſe; and if we conſider how. 
much a Miniſter has it already in his Power to make uſe of 
every one Of theſe Methods, we ſhall be extremely cautions 
of making any new Additions to that Power, That our Mi- 
niſters have now a much greater Command of ready Money, 
than they formerly uſed to have, can be denied by no Man, 
who conſiders the late Increaſe of the Civil-Liſt Revenue, the 
great Sums of late Years allow'd even in Time of Peace, for 
Secret=Service-Money, and the Savings that may be made out 
of the vaſt Sums now granted for the current Service. I be- 
lieve, Sir, it will be as little conteſted, that our Miniſters 
have now a much greater Number of lucrative Poſts and Em, 
ployments at their Diſpoſal than any foreign Miniſters ever 
had in this Kingdom. Theſe, Sir, are a two-edged Sword in 
the Hands of a Miniſter ; they ſerve not only for cultivat- 
ing the Hopes of the Compliant, but for increaſing the Fears 
of the Stubborn at Elections; and by our late Practice they 
re now become more uſeful in both theſe reſpects, than 
ever they were before. It is now become a general and an 
elabliſhed Opinion, that no Man is to expect, or to hold any 
Poſt or Employment in the Government, unleſs he, and all 
thoſe over whom he has any Influence, take Care to vote at 
every Election according to the Directions of the Miniſter, 
What an Effect this muſt have at all Elections, Gentlemen 
may eaſily imagine: If an Elector has any thing mercenary 
in his Temper, he will certainly vote according to Court-Di- 
ections at every Election, in hopes that he, his Son, his 
brother, or ſome near Relation, may get a Poſt, or a Prefer. 
nent, in the Service of the Government; and it is a great 
Hardſhip upon honeſt Men, I mean thoſe who vote upon all 
Occaſions according to Conſcience, to find themſelves exclud- 
ei from all the Benefits that are to be reaped by ſerving their 
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I Country in a public Capacity. Whether it is fo or not, I 
: bill not pretend to ſay ; but I am ſure it is generally thought 
for P Y3. generally & 
* lat no Man is now deemed capable to ſerve his Country, 
i neſs he be ready, upon all Otcaſions, to ſacrifice the Liberties . 
5 if his Country to the Dictates of thoſe, who have the Diſpo- 
5 i of our public Employments ; and this of itſelf would in 
bolt Countries be ſufficient for eſtabliſhing arbitrary Power. 


But, Sir, to the Honour of my Country, I muſt obſerve, 
hat here it has been found otherwiſe. - * People have in 
heir Temper ſuch a laudable Stubborne „ and ſuch a Love 
if Independency, that in moſt Places, eſpecially in our Coun- 
ler, a Majority of them cannot be influenced, either by pre- 
tn Rewards or future Hopes, to give up their Independency 
| H hit 2 > 
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in a private way, they chuſe to fozego the Hohour, and Ad- 
vantage of ſerving their Country in a» public Capacity,.'ra-. 
ther than vote according to a Miniſler's Direction at ang 
lection; and for this Reaſon divers Methods have been con- 
triv'd; and ſeveral Schemes laid, for making it impoſſible, or 
at leaſt very troubleſome, for à Man to live and follow his. 


* SJ \ 
** * 


Buſineſs in a private Way, unleſs he ſubmits to, vpte for the 
Court- Candidate at every Election. This, Sir, has, I am 
convinced, been, with ſome Gentlemen, the chief Motive for 


promoting ſeveral of thoſe penal Laws, that are nom ſubſiſt- 


\ 


og; and this leads me to conſider the third Method of over- 
awing Elections, by ſubjecting the Electors to the fear of ſuf · 


fering by their Stubborneſs. In a Country where there is 


a Multitude of penal Laws, and eſpecially when thoſe. Laws: 


not only puniſh but create Crimes, Innocence can be np-Pro- 
tection againſt the Malice or Revenge of thoſe, who are en- 


trulled with the executive Part of the Government. A Man 


may, without knowing it, be guilty of a Breach of ſuch intri- 
cate Laws; and even when he is guilty of no Breach, he may 
be plagued and haraſſed out of his Life, or at leaſt, out of his 
Buſineſe, by the Government's Officers: In ſuch Circum- 
flances, he muſt. not only be a very honeſt, but a very brave 
and reſolute Man, who will dare to vote at any Election con- 
trary to thoſe Menaces that are whiſpered to bim by the 
Tools. of a Miniſter; and if we conſider what Numbers of 
Electors are already brought into ſuch Circumſtances, by the 
many penal Laws lately enacted, we ſhall have more.Reaſon 
to wonder at any Election's being carried againſt a.Court-[n- 
teh, than at the Miniſter's having the Direction of molt of 
the Elections in the Kingdom. „ ae Sera 

When our Liberties are in ſo great Danger; when there 
is ſo much Reaſor to apprebend the Prevalence of a Court Iu- 


fluence upon every Election in the Kingdom, ſhall we ' paſs a 


Law, which will enable a Miniſter to diſtreſs every, Man in 
the Kingdom, that ſhall dare to diſobey his Orders at any E- 
lection? I ſay, Sir, every Man in the Kingdom; for this 
Law will enable a Minifter to digreſs not only our Seamen, 


but every Man in the Kingdom, that has a Houſe over his 


Head. As for our Seamen, they muſt certginly be abſolute 
Slaves to the Will of every future Miniſter; or otherwale, let 
their Rank or Condition be what it will, they muſt expect 
to be preſſed into his Majeſty's Service, and obliged to ſerve 


' before the Maſt. The Preſſing of Seamen into his Majelty's 


Service is, 'tis true, an antient PraQice, and a Practice which 
of late Years has been too often made uſe of; but it is as yet 
warranted by no expreſs Statute : It ſtands ſingly y 5 the 
_ N xo ooting 
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Footing of Common Law and Pre thereſdre 
Power mult always be exerciſed at the 'PeriF of the Miniget- 
and if it ſhould be exerciſed unneceſſariiy, or in « more op- 
preſſive Manner than is neceflary, it would be a Miſdemen - 
nor, for which the Adviſers might bs proſteuted and punjth- 
ed in Parliament. Thm, Sir, the Law ſtands at preſeut 
but by this Clauſe: the Practice of Freſſing is to be nxthotiſed 
by an expreſs Statute, and that withour any Limitation as to 
the Neceiſſity or Time of Preſſiag, or c to the Seumen or Sen- 
facing Men that are to be preſſed. FU Xl FEE 
Seamen or Seafarmy Men, Sir, are ſacl general Words, 


that they may comprehend a great many Gentlemen, who: 


never dreamt. of their being Seamen. er a Gencleman' 


is favoured with his Paſſage on board any of his Majefty*s 


Ships of War, I have been told, it is uſual to put his * 
upon the Ship's Books; as a Seaman on baard that Ship, and 


ſome: one of the: Officers on board is allowgd the Advantage 


of receiving his Pay: If this Clauſe ſhould be into a 
Law, every tuch Gentleman might be preſſed into the Ser- 
vice: and if he ſiould deny his being à Seaman, the Books 


of that Ship would be produced, as ar inconteſtable Proof of 


his being a Seaman. Beſides, Sir, there are many real Sea- 
men, who ought not to be preſſed as common Seamen; 
Commanders, and ſeveral other Officers belonging to Mer- 


chant- Ships, ought not to be preſſed into his Majeſty's Ser- 


vice as common Sea men. In-like Manner, when a Man has 


left the Sea Service; and is ſettled in ſome good Bufineſs at 


Land, he ought not to be preſſed into Nis Majeſty's Sea-Ser- 


vice ; but if this Clauſe be agreed to, we are to authoriſe. 
Prefling without any Reſtriction or Limitation ; ſo that not 


only Seamen in actual Service, but every Man that had b&n at 
Sea, or in any- Buſineſs upon the Water, will be liable to be 
preſſed as common Seamen, and conſequently, will be fubject 


to that ſort of Court-Influence, which proceeds from the Fear 


of being made to ſuffer for any ſort of Diſobedience to the 


Will of a Miniſter; and can we expect, that ſuch Men will 


vote freely at any Election, where there is an Oppoſition ta 
the Court- Candidate ? | | 

But this, Sir, is not all: Such a Law as this will have a 
moſt fatal Effect upon the Freedom of our Elections, not only 
with regard to all ſuch as are or have ever been at Sea, or in 
any Bufineſs upon the Water, but with regard to every other 
Man in the Kingdom, that happens to be a Houſekeeper. 
Quiet and Security at home 1s an Advantage, which every 
Man muſt defire, and conſequently, being diſturbed by unwel- 


come Gueſts, or at unſeaſonable Hours, is a Danger which 
every Man muſt dread. By tais Law you are io pat it in the 


Power 
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Power of a Miniſter to diſturb any 'Houſe-ke 


Kingdom as often, and at ſuch Hours, as be thinks ft ꝑ un 
conſequently every Houſe · keeper in the Kingdom muſt be 
under a continual Terror of doing any Thing that may pro- 
voke the Miniſter to make uſe of this Power againſt him. 
The Interpoſition of an Information upon Oath will be uho Re- 
ſtraint jj this Power; becauſe Miniſters are generally well 
provided with Informers of all Kinds, and the more wicked 
and oppreſſive a Miniſter is, the more of this Vermin he al. 
ways has about him, and the more profligate they are. Ia 
my Opinion, it will be ſo far from diminiſhing, that it will 
increaſe the Danger of this Clauſe ; becauſe Juſtices are tobe 
not. only empowered, but required to grant their Warrant, 
and Conſtables are obliged to execute the Warrant of the ſuſ · 
tices. If you leave it as it ſtands at preſent, the Execution of 
the Law muſt be regulated, or at leaſt it ought, I think; to be 
regulated by the preſent Practice in the Caſe of Vagrants. 
When the Juſtices grant their Warrant for a general Search 
after Vagrants, and other idle and diſorderly Perſons, . the 
Conſtables are not ta ſearch every Houſe in the Diſtrict ; they 
are to ſearch no where but in Night-Houſes, or Houſes of 
ill Repute; and if they ſhould diſtutb Houſes of good Cha- 
raQer, by virtue of ſuch a Warrant, they might be proſecuted, 
and would be puniſhed; and therefore, as this Law now 
ſtands, the Conſtables could, in my Opinion, ſearch no where 
but in Houſes reputed to be Harbourers of abſconding Sea. 
men. This, I ſay, is my Opinion; but if the Clauſe ſhould 
be paſſed into a Law, I ſhall not ſay, that my. Opinion would 
be aſked or followed, and therefore I do not think we ſhould 
agree to.a Law, which, by too extenſive an Interpretation, 
mighube made of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, both to 
he. Liberties of our Country, and to the Property of every 
Subject. (+. eee 
But, Sir, if you make the Amendment propoſed ; if you - 
require the Juſtice to grant his Warrant upon the Oath of any 
Informer, you will make the evil Conſequences of this Law 
certain and unavoidable, The Juſtice muſt then grant his 
Warrant, and the Houſe muſt be ſearch'd, let the Character 
of the Houſe be never ſo good, let the Character of the In- 
tormer be never ſo bad. This, Sir, is more than is done 
even in the Caſe of Felony; a Juſtice is empowered to grant 


4 


his Warrant to ſearch a Houſe upon Information on Oath, - 


that there is Cauſe to ſuſpeci ſtolen Goods being concealed in 
that Houſe ; but he is not required ſo to do: He may and 
o'ght to refuſe granting his Warrant, if the Infurmer be a 
mean Perſon, or one ofa bad Character; and if, up: n'ſearc he 
ing, no ſuch Goods be found, the Informer. worli be made 
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the Juſtice himſelf would be made anſweruble, if it ſuould ap- 
pear, that he had granted his Warrant upon the Informa- 
tion of an inſufficient Perſoan. nn 


LI therefore wiſh,” Sir; that the Honourable Genen ; 


employed in drawing up this Bill, had confidered a little bet. 
ter the Conſtitution and the Laws of their Country ; for from 
the Bill, as it ſtands at preſent, the People without Doors will 
be apt to imagine, they have very littie Regard to the Liber- 
ties, the Properties, or the Eaſe of the Subject, provided they 
can but increaſe the Power and Influence of the — From 
what I have ſaid it will, I think, appear, that if we are to au- 
thoriſe Prefling by an expreſs Statute, we ſhould take Care to 
lay it under ſeveral Reſtraints. It ought never to be allowed, 
but in Caſes of the moſt extreme Neceſſity, and when we our- 
ſelves, or ſome of our beſt Allies, are in the moſt imminent 
Danger of being invaded; for, notwithſtanding the Lowneſs of 
the Wages in bis Majeſty's Service, a common Seaman has ſo 


many Advantages in that Service above what he has in the 


Merchants Service, that, if proper Care be taken to uſe them 
well, when they are on board our Ships of War, and not allow 
the Officers to oppreſs thEm, or cheat them of what is their 
Due, our Government can never be ata Loſs for Seamen up- 
on any ordinary Occafion; and when it has Time to ſend Sea- 
Officers about, in the ſame manner as Land Officers are now 
ſent, with Money in their Pockets to beat up for Volun- 
ters.” - | 


In paſſing ſuch a Law, Sit, we ſhould likewiſe take Care, 


Service, ſhall not be preſſed as common Seanven into his Ma- 
jity's Service; and that thoſe Seamen who have left off the 
dea Service, and-are ſettled in ſome good Buſineſs at Land, 
ſhall not be preſſed into his Majeſty's Service at Sea; for if 
ve eſtabliſh Preſſing by Law, without ſuch ReſtriQions, it will 
deſtroy our very Breed of Seamen, by preventing any Man's 
breeding himſelf tothe Sea for the future, and bydriving moſt 
of the Seamen we now have into foreign Service; for tho 
they know that in other Countries they muſt be as much 
Slaves, as they are in their own, they will nevertheleſs have 
this Comfort, that in ſuch Countries they are upon an equal 
footing with the reſt of the People; whereas in this Country, 
if we eſtabliſh Preſſing by Statute, withougproper Reſtriions, 
trery Seaman, let his future Fortune be never ſo conſiderable, 
nuſt be a Slave to our Miniſters, and whilſt we have any 
Liberty left, which, I am afraid, would not be long, they will 
vith Regret look upon themſelves as the only Slaves in the 
Nation, | N 7 | 
But 


anſwejable for all Damages ſatained by ſuch'Search : Nay, 


that thoſe who are in any ſuperior Station in the Merchants 
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But this BM goes n great desi farther: A 5 
bliſhes the arbitrary Method of Pfefling, without any Reſtrid- 
tion ans to the Nee ſſity for making uſe olf that Method, or as 
to the Circumſtances of the Seamen that are to be paefſed, 
but Rise ſe it makes every Seaman a Bort of an Out- law, 
vndeſs he goes and enters into the Government's Service, un 
| ſoon as the Prefs begins ; for whoſoever, harbours a Seaman, 
Khat is ta ſay, whoever, gives him a Night's Lodging or a 
Meals Meat, ether gratuitouſſy, upon Pruſt, or for ready 
Money, is to be ſubjected to a Penalty, or at leaſt to a Proſe- 
cution, which every prudent, Man will avoid as much as he 
can: This, I fey, will be the Caſe of every Seaman, that does 
not go and enter into the Government's Service, as ſoon as 
Preis begins ; for as the Clauſe is worded, 1 do not ſee ho 
he can otherwiſe with, any Certainty avoid tbe Character of 
being an abſconding Seaman. Would not this be an ine 
ble Hardſhip upon our Seamen in general? Would it not, in 
many Caſes, be cruel and inhuman ? Would it not be cruel to 
panaſh-a Mother for concealing a favourite Son ? Or a-Daugh- 
der for concealing ber Father? I ſhall grant, Sir, that, as long 
as we have any Seamen in the Kingdom, this Bill may pro- 
perly be called, an Act for the ſpeedier manning kis Ma- 
jeſty's Fleet, becauſe it would make it almoſt impoſſible. for a 
Seaman to live fer two Days after a Preſs begins, in any 
Part of bis Majeſty's Dominions, without entering himſelf on 
board his Majeſty's Fleet; but bow an Act by which our Sea - 
men, and all their Friends and Relations, are ſubjected toſuch 
Hardſhips, can be called an Act for the Encouragement and 


G 


Incresſe of Seamen, is what I cannot com prehend. 7 
: © Inall ConStutions and Regulations of Government there 

are, there muſt be ſome Inconveniences;. and the Inconve- . 
niences that proceed from Republican Forms of Govern- 8 
ment are generally made Uſe of by crafty and ambitious D 
Men, for introducing ſuch Alterations and ſuch new 

lations, as make way for arbitrary Power. When ſuch Men * 
get into the Government of a Commonwealth, they take * 
Care to increaſe every Inconvenience that proceeds from the 9" 
Fences of Liberty, in order to introduce new and uncontroul- F. 
able Powers, Thoſe f weak Underſtandings, which is of- 

ten the Majority, are ſo blinded by the Inconveniences they 8 
feel, that they neither ſee, nor can be made to ſee the Dangers N 
and Inconvenienceg that mult enſue from the Alterations * 
propoſed. It is by this Method that all free Government 
have been overturned ; and we have every Day more andi . 
more Reaſon to ſuſpect, that ſome amongſt us are practiſinę 

this Method here. The Frauds of the Cuſtoms and Excil mo 
have been made a Pretence for introducing ſeveral Regula = 
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1 ; rr d if the late famous Exciſe Scheme had ſucceeded, our 
. Liberties had x utterly undone; becauſe it would have 
done „IT think; will be the Conſe gence of the Scheme 
now under gur Conſideration : It would. have made our, Mi- 
niſters Matters of every popular Election in the Kingdom. 
Inſtead of Towering our Duties, and correcling the Neglects 
and Abaſes of our Cuſtom Houſe and Exciſe cers, which 
wotild have been the proper, and I believe an coal Me- 
thod for preventing Smuggling, almoſt every Seſſion has pro- 
duced ſome neëC Scheme for increaſing the Powers of thoſe 
Officets; And I am afraid, their Neglects and Abuſes have 
been connived at, in order to increaſe the Inconveniences we 
feel from Smuggling, that thoſe Inconveniencies might af- 
terwards be made a Pretence for velting ſome new dangerous 
Power ih our Government. | | BEN. 
Upon this Subject, Sir, I cannot let paſs unobſerved the 
late famous Gin Act. By tlie eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land, 
before that Act was paſſed or thought of, no Perſon could ſell 
Beer, Ale, or ſpirituous Liquors by Retail, without a Licence 
from the Jaſiices of Peace: The Juſtices had a Power to re- 
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fuſe granting their Licence, or to recal it when they pleaſed ; 
ard if any one fold ſuch Liquors without a Licence, he was 
by Law made liable to ſevere Penalties. Beſides this, there 
were ſeyere Laws againſt all ſuch as allowed Drunkenneſs 
or Tipling in their Houſes ; and moreover, there were ſeve- 
ral of our Gin ſhops that might, I believe, have been indicted 
as a public Nufance. By a Neglect of all theft Ren:edies, 
Tipling and Drunkenneſs in Gin-ſhops and Ale-houfes came 
to a monſtrous Height, and was generally complained of, and 
often preſented by our Grand Inqueſt without any Redreſs, 
becauſe our Juſtices of Peace, who are entirely under the 
Direction of our Miniſters, would not put the Laws in Exe- 
cution againſt theſe Enormities. At laſt, when the People 
were Work 'd up to 4 ſufficient Rage againſt theſe E ormities, 
we were, told that the Laws in being were not ſufficient ſor 
reveriting them; and tho' every one that underſtood the 
W knew the contrary, we were prevailed on to agree to a 
new Law, by which a very great Addition was made to the 
Civil-Liſt-Revenue, and every Vintner, Inn-keeper, Ale- 
houſe-keeper, Victualler, Coffee houſe, and Brandy-ſhop in 
the Kingdbm, brought under a moſt flaviſh Dependence upon 
our ſuſlices of the Peace and Commiſſioners of Exciſ. 
That theſe were the Effects of the Gin- Act myſt be ap- 
parent, Sir, to every one who conſiders, that the great In- 
creaſe of the Civil-· Liſt· Revenue, pretended to ariſe from its 
Share of the Duties upon ſpirituous Liquors, was owing — 
I 11 
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the Enormities complained of, which were, perhaps, for that | 


very Reaſon indulged ; and for the ſame Reaſon perhaps it 
was pretended, that no Stop could be put to them by the 
Laws in being, becauſe if a Stop had been pat to them that 
way, the Increaſe which had afoſe to the Civil-Liſt Revenue, 
by indulging thoſe Enormities, would have been annibilated, 
without any Recompence from the Aggregate Fund. Andif 
we conſider the Neceſſity every Keeper of a Public-Houſe 


lies under, for ſelling ſpirituous Liquors in fmall Quantities 


to his Cuſtomers, the high Penalties he is by that Act ſub- 
jected to, if he does ſo, and the Power given to the Com- 
miſſioners of Exciſe and Juſtices of the Peace, to mitigate 
thoſe Penalties, we may fee, that the Keeper of every Public- 
Houſe muſt be under a ſlavifh Dependence upon our Com- 
miſſioners of Exciſe and Juſtices of the Peace; and conſe- 
_ that he muſt expect to be ruined, ſhould he give his 
ote againſt a Court-Candidate at any Election. 
© Thus we may fee, Sir, that, from all the Inconveniences 
that aroſe either from a Deficiency in our Laws, or froma 
Neglect in the Execution of them, an Advantage is taken for 
introducing ſome new Regulation by which the Power and 
Influence of the Crown may be increaſed. This has ſo con- 
ſtantly in all Ages been the Practice of our Miniſters, ' that 
dne may from thence conclude, that every Man, as ſoon as 
he becomes a Miniſter, or as he calls himſelf a Servant of the 
Crown, begins to think himſelf in Duty bound to uſe every 
Art he can think of for deſtroying the Liberties of the Sub- 
ject. This, I ſay, ſeems to have been the way of thinking 
among Miniſters in all Ages, and, I am ſure, in no Age 
more apparently than in this. Shall we then, upon this or 
any other Occafion, throw aſide our Jealouſies and Fears ? 
Shall we put a Truſt in thoſe, who by their Practices have 
iven us ſo good Reaſon to be convinced of their having a 
ſign to betray us? If we are under any preſent Inconve- 
niences, if we are under any preſent Difficulties, with re- 
gard to the Manning of our Fleet, let us examine whether 
they proceed from the Neglect or Miſconduct of thoſe con- 
cerned in the executive Part of aur Government, or from any 
real Defe& in our Conſtitution. If from the former, let us 
remove thoſe who have run us into ſuch Difficulties; and if 
from the Jatter, let us confider our Conſtitution, and apply 
thoſe Remedies which are moſt conſiſtent with its Security 
and Preſervation ; but do not let us plunge into the Pit which 
our Enemies have dug for us on one hand, for Fear of tumb- 
ling over the imaginary Precipice which they frighten us 
with on the other. | , 
am 


— an ae ata. mk . . ᷣͤ 0 . ino. oI..& 


„ Ser ee 


7 . 8 


at 
as 
he 
ry 


„ on ow 


4 „ „ ESA, 

« I am far from thinkipg, we can be under any Difficulty 
in manning all the Ships = can have Occaſion for 7 pre- 
ſent War ; but ſuppoſe we were, there are many other Re- 
medies beſides that now propoſed. Let us give farther En- 
couragements for foreign Scamen to enter into our Service: 
Let us call upon our Alliances for Aſſiſtance: Let us hire the 
Ships of other Nations. We have now foreign Troops in 
our Pay, tho we have no War, nor are like to have any 
War upon the Continent. Why do we not hire foreign Ships 
inſtead of foreign Troops ? If we are under the Difficulties 
ſuggeſted, we have n for the former, but we can have 
no Occaſion for the latter. Surely this Nation is not yet re- 
duced to ſuch melancholy Circumſtances, that we muſt either 
haye no Allies, or accept of them upon ſuch Terms as they 
themſelves may be pleaſed to preſcribe. The Remedy now 
under our Conſideration is the very worſt that could be 
thought of: It is publiſhing our Diſtreſs to the World, and 
giving our Enemies juſt Cauſe to triumph over us. If the 
French or Spaniards owed us a Grudge, they could in no way 
ſo effectually puniſh us, as by forcing us to deſtroy our Con- 
ſtitution and give up our Liberties, * the ſake of defending 
ourſelves againſt them. Our paſſing ſuch a Bill would give 
great Joy to every Frenchman or Spaniard that underſtands 
any thing of our Conſtitution, . and, as I am againſt makin 
a Holy-Day either in France or Spain, I muſt be — 
agreeing to this Clauſe. 

L. 


PIR, | 
Far be it from me to blame Gentlemen for being jealous 
of the Liberties of their Country, and cautious of agreeing to 
any thing that may look like an Encroachment upon our 
Conſtitution, This in general I ſhall always think laudable, 
but till, I muſt think, it may be puſhed too far, and when it 
is ſo, it will always be of infinite Prejudice to the Nation ; 
therefore, Gentlemen ſhould as cautiouſly avoid > {nr 
thoſe Powers that are abſolutely neceſſary for the Exerci 
of Government, as they ſhould avoid going raſhly into the 
giving of any Power that is unneceſſary and dangerous.. No 
human Contrivance can form a Goyernment or Syſtem of 
Laws ſo perfeQ as to ſtand in need of no Addition, Altera- 
tion, or Amendment: Future Events make the Imperfec- 
tions appear ; and as they appear, Care muſt be taken to re- 
medy them by new Regulations. This is our Caſe at pre- 

ſent, and if the Regulation propoſed be abſolutely nece 
for the Safety of the People, we muſt agree to it, even tho? it 
ſhould be attended with ſome Danger to the Liberties of the 
Iii z Whols 
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Whole or a Part of the People: but I e to be able to 

D can be attended ad no Mi and that Sa 

Manning of our Navy is abſolately neceſſary for the Safety 

of the Nation has, I think; Book acknowledged by eyery one 
that has ſpoke in this Debatee. 

: The two chief Ohjections made to this Regulation are, 
that it will be of dangerous Conſequence to the Freedom of 
our Elections, and that it will be ſuch a Hardſhip upon our 
Seamen, as will force them into foreign Service, and prevent 
Men from breeding themſelves to the Sea for the future. Gr 
ſhall firſt conſider the laſt of theſe two Objections, and in or. 
der to ſhew, that the Regulation now F will be no 
Hardſhip upon our Seamen, I ſhal! beg Leave to explain the 
Condition they are now in, and the little Alteration that is to 
be made in their Circamſtances by this . F The 
Power of preſſing Seamen into his Majeſty's Service, how- 

ever much it may be doubted of by thoſe who haye not exa- 
mined our ancient Records, is a Power that has been veſted 
in our Government, I belieye, ever fince our Conſlitution had 
a Being. We have mentioned in ſome of our Law: Books a 
Statute made in the Reign of Richard the Firſt, for maki 
ſome new Regulations with regard to Ships and Seamen pref 
ſed into the King's Service, Which ſhews, that Preſſing was 
cuſtomary before that Time, and that it was then thought to 
be legal; apd in the famous Inquiſition of Queenborough, in 
the Reign of Edward the Third, it is expreſsly given in 
Charge to the Inqueſt among other Things, to enquireof thoſe 
Mariners that were preſſed for the King's Service, and deſert- 
ed the ſame, I could mention ſeveral other ens to 
ſhew, that this Power of preſſing Seamen into the | og's Ser- 
vice has always'been'deemed legal, and bas in ali Times hen 
looked on as a Part of the Common Law of Eugland : Nay, 
It may even be faid to be eſtabliſhed by Statute ; for ip the 7 
Reign of Philip and Mary, a Statute was made, by which it 7 
was enacted. That Watermen who withdraw themſelves in ſi 
time of Prefling, ſhall ſuffer a Fortnight's Impriſonment, and 1 
be prohibited to row any more upon the Thames, for a Year ſ 
and a Day after: By an Act of the ſecond of Queen Anne, a 
a certain Allowance of able Seamen is eſtabliſhed for Ships a 
in the Coal- Trade; and it is enaQed, That if any Officer a 
h 
k 
fl 
y 
j 
fi 
if 


impreſs any of the Men ſo allowed, he ſhall forfeit 10/. for 

every Man ſo preſſed, befides Coſts of Suit: And by another 

Act of the ſame Reign, it is declared, That no Perſon of 

eighteen Years of Age ſhall be exempted from her Mzjelty's 

ARS Service, on Account of bis being an Apprentice, who ſhall 
have been in Sea-Service before be bound himſelf Apprentice; 

and farther, it is by the ſame Law enaRed, T'hat ſuch Water 
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men, Bargemen and Lightermen, as ſhall not appear, ates 
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ys it pp xrs, Sir, chat the Poyer of Prefing is by In- 
Dia f. y eſtabliſhed by Statute ; and the Reaſon of 
10 not being — eſtabliſhed, was, certainly becauſe it 
was always deemed to be ſo expreſsly eſtabliſhed by Common 
Law, that it was A to eſtabliſh it in expreis Words 
by any Statute. thus ſhewn, that the Power of Prei- 
ung i is eſtabliſhed del, the Common and Statute Law. of 
this Kingdom, I ſhall pot examine the Caſtam, which in all 
ſuch Cales explain the Law ; and it is certain, that the Cuſ- 
tom has always been, 72 only to preſs deamen out of Mer- 
chapt-Ships, but alſo to ſearch the Ship for ſuch as abſcond or 
conceal themſelves on hoard. Theſe, Sir, are the Circum- 
ſtances our Seamen are in at preſent ; theſe are the Circum- 
1 N have * N been in: They may be preſſed at 
if they are found; in the Streets or Highways, or in 
any 1 Ha where an | Officer can haye Acceſs to them ; they 
may be preſſed from an board a Ship, and the Ship may be 
ſearched by an Officer, and Preſs- Gang, in order to come at 
thoſe who conceal themſelves on board. What then is the 
great additional Power defired ? What is the great Altera- 
tion to be made in a Seaman's Circumfjance, hy this. Clauſe ? 
It is ng more than this, that a Seaman who abſconds from his 
Duty may be ſearched for in a Houle, as well as on Ship- 
board, with this material Difference, that a Ship may» be 
ſearched for him without the Aſſiſtance of any Civil Officer; 
but a . ij not to be ſearched without the Aſſiſtance of a 
Civil cer. 

c Is this, Sir, ſuch. an additional Hardſhip upon our Sea- 
men, as will force them into foreiga Seryice, or prevent Men 
From breeding themſelves up to the Sea for the future? ls it 
ſuch'an additional Power to the Crown, as will deſtroy the 
Freedom of our Elections? Jam really ſurprized, Sir, to hear 
ſuch imaginary Dangers ſuggeſted. By the Law, as it ſtands 
at preſent, the Crown, as I have ſhewn,. has a Power to preſs 
any Seamen into the Service, and may exerciſe that Power 
againſt any one in the CharaQer of a common Seaman, unlels 
he makes himſelf a cloſe Priſoner jn ſome Houſe ; yet we 
know by Experience, that Seamen are as little under the In- 
fluence of the Crown, or of any Miniſter, with regard to their 
voting at Elections, as any other Part of his Majefty's Sub- 
jets ; and the Reaſon is very plain, a Seaman may very ea» 
fly prevent his being preſſed, by entering himſelf on board 
lome of our Ships of War, as ſoon as a Preſs is like to begin; 


and 


. 
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and if he does his Duty on board, no Miniſter, nor eve the 
Captain under whoſe Command he is, can inflict 
Puniſhment apon him, or ſubject him to any-Hardftp, a 
Account of his not voting according to his Direction at an 
Election. Thus the Caſe has always ſtood, with regard to 
the Danger of being preſſed; and as the Danger of being 
ſearched for may be avoided jn the ſame Manner, therefore 
we cannot ſuppoſe it will have any Effect upon the Freedom 
of our Seamen's voting at Elections. . 
As to the Terms Seamen and Seafearing Men, it is true, 
Sir, they are general; but, I think, they are eafily underſtood, 
and have been ſufficiently explained by Cuſtom ; for no Man 
78 ſuppoſed to be a Seaman or Seafaring Man, unleſs he is, or 
has within a few Years been in actual Service at Sea, as a 
common Seaman; and none but ſuch have ever been, or 
could, I think, ſhould this Clauſe paſs into a Law, be preſſed 
as common Seamen into his Majeſty's Service: Therefore, 
Mafters and Mates of Merchant Ships, or Seamen that are or 
may be ſettled in ſome good Buſineſs at Land, can be brought 
into no Danger, nor under any Influence, by this Clauſe ; 
and conſequently, with regard to Seamen of all Ranks and 
Degrees, it can no way encroach upon the Freedom of our 
Elections, or any way endanger the Liberties of the Subject. 
© I come now, Sir, to the other Part of the Objettion, 
which relates to the Influence which the Power of ſearchin 
for Seamen may have upon Houſe-keepers that are not Sea- 
men; and here in general I muſt obſerve, that there is not 
any one Power the Crown is, or can be inveſted with, but 
what might be made inconvenient even to the moſt innocent, 
if thoſe who have the Exerciſe of it ſhould preſume to make 
a bad Uſe of it, and our Judges ſhould connive at their Pre- 
ſumption ; but in all Caſes, theſe two Cauſes muſt concur, 
before the Exerciſe of any Power can produce ſuch an Effect; 
for when any Power is given by the Legiſlature for a good 
Purpoſe, it is the Buſineſs and the Duty of our Judges tg 
prevent its being turned into a bad Purpoſe, by puniſhing 
every Magiſtrate or Officer that ſhall be guilty of ſuch à high 
Preſumption. Therefore, whilft thoſe employed in the exe- 
cutive Part of our Government act regularly, or our Judges 
decree juſtly, our Liberties can never be in Danger from any 
Power lodged by the Legiflature in the Crown, for the ne- 
ceſſary Ends of Government; and if all our Officers ſhould 
become tyrannical, and our Judges corrupt, I do not fee how 
it would be poſſible to preſerve either our Liberties or Pro- 
perties, any other way than by a general Inſurrection; even 
tho' the. Crown had not near ſo many Prerogatives, or ſo much 
Power, as it hath at preſent. | * ic 
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If the Ctown, Sir, had never, in any Inſtance before, been 
poſſeſſed of a Power to ſearch Houſes by Night or by Day, 
there might be ſome Room for being cautious of granting | 
Power now defired ; but ſuch a Power the Crown, or at leaſt 
the Judges and Magiſtrates appointed by the Crown, have in 
many Caſes been poſſeſſed of; ever ſince our Conſtitution: had. 
a Being. As ſeveral of theſe Caſes have been mentioned by 
my honourab'e and learned Friend, I need not repeat them 3; 
but one which he did not mention, I cannot omit taking no- 
tice of, which is that of arreſting the King's Debtor ; for upon 
a Proceſs at the King's Suit againſt any Perſon who is his 
Debtor, the Sheriff or his Officer may break open any Houſe 
in Search of him, after he has ſignified his Errand to the 
Owner, and has been refuſed Admittance. If it were poſſi- 
ble to turn any ſuch Power towards influencing Elections, 
ſurely-it would be much more eaſy in this Caſe to turn it to 
that Purpoſe, than in the Caſe now before us. The Sheriff 
is a Magiftrate appointed by the Crown, as well as dur Juſti- 
ces of Peace; and Sheriffs Officers, I believe, are generally 
Men of no better Character than petty Conſtables. Beſides, 
it is a Pretence that might be much oftener made uſe of; for 
to ſearch Houſes for Seamen can never be pretended, but in 
Time of a hot Preſs, and after the Lord High Admiral, or 
Commiſhoners of the Admiralty, have iſſued their Warrants 
for that Purpoſe, which they cannot do but upon extraordi- 
nary Occaſions, and ſuch as happen but very rarely. | 

Therefore, Sir, if we are to judge from Experience in 
other Caſes, which is certainly one of the ſureſt ways of 
judging in all Matters of a political Nature, we muſt con- 
clude, that the Power of ſearching Houſes, in the Caſe now 
before us, can be of no bad Conſequence to the Freedom of 
our Elections, or inconvenient to any Man in the Kingdom, 
except to thoſe Seamen that abſcond in Time of Danger from 
their Country's Service, and to ſuch as render themſelves ſuſ- 
pected of harbouring and concealing ſuch Seamen ; and ſurely 
the Public is more intereſted in having his Majeſty's Fleet 
manned in Time of Danger, than in its having the Debts due 
to his Majeſty paid, or his Debtors arreſted. - 

Thus, I hope, Sir, I have ſhewn, that there is nothing 

in either of the two chief Objections that have been made a- 
gainſt this Clauſe; and as the Navy is not yet ſufficiently 
provided with Seamen, after trying Embargoes, Preſſing, and 
every other Method that could be thought of, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary to contrive ſome new Method for ſupplying the 
Deficiency. The encouraging of foreign Seamen to enter 
into our Service, or the hiring of foreign Ships, are Methods 
which cannot be truſted to; and they are Methods wy” 


——. +» ES 
Mall never be for making uſe of, as long af ve c have 
Ships or Seamen of our own, not only deeavſe we 'cxtinor” 
rely ſo much upon the Courage and Fidelity of foreign Sea: 
men as upon our own, but alfo becauſe it would tend to the 
ihereifmg of the naval Power of ſome foreipa Neiglibour; 
who may ſome Time hereafter be our Enemy, Therefore, 
at the Method now propoſed is the beſt I have yet held of 
muſt be for it till I hear ſome better offered; and if Geb“ 
tlemen think the Amendment propoſed” would be more dau- 

ous than' the Clauſe as it now ſtands, they may either re- 
Je& the Amendment, or they may leave out the Word Tequrrs, 
and only empower Juſtices of the Peace to grant their War- 
rant for ſearching any Houſe upon an Information on Oh; 
by ſome creditable Perſon;that there is Cauſe to ſuſpect Sea · 
men being concealed in the Houſe. een 
As for that Part of the Clauſe which is to infli@&.Penat; 
ties upon thofe who ſhall harbour or concea} abſconding; 
Seamen, it can affect none but ſuch as knowingly do ſo, aud 
ſach, I muſt think, .deſerve highly to be puniſhed. * A'Sea- 
man who abſconds, when his Country is in Danger, and 
ſtands in need of his Aſſiſtance, I muſt ſuppole to be'as'hei- 
nous a Traitor, as any that can be declared fo by Law; and 
therefore, I think, he ought to be treated with às much Ri- 
gour as any Traitor whatſoever ; for which Reaſon, I can 
neither think it cruet nor inhuman to puniſh a Mother for 
concealing her Son, or a Daughter for concealing her Farker: 
It is what is uſually done in Cafes of Treafon ; it is abſolutely 
neceſſary for the Safety of the Commonwealth; for if-any 
merciful Allowance is in ſuch Caſes to be made to human 
Weakneſs, it ought to be left to his Majeſty, as other Ads of 
Mercy are, that he may in his Royal Wiſdom diſpenſeit, or 
refuſe it, according to the Circumſtances of the Caſe, and the 

Merits of the Perſons that ſue for lt. 2 
I uam ſorry, Sir, to find that we are in fuch Diſtreſs 3s 
we are at preſent, for want of Seamen : I wiſh it were other- 
wiſe ; I wiſh we had, in Time of Peace, thought of Methods 
for preventing it; and I ſhall acknowledge, it might have 
been foreſeen : I believe it was foreſeer by our Miniſters 
but as popular Aſſemblies are not generally very good at 

foreſeeing diltant Dangers, and not eafily perfwaded' to take 
proper Meaſures for preventing them, eſpecially hen the 
. Meaſures are ſuch, as muſt put them to an immediate Ex- 
pence, odr Miniſters would not venture to propoſe any ſuch 
Meaſures, becauſe they deſpaired of meeting with Succels, 
This, I believe, was the true Reaſon of theit neglecting to 
do ſo, and not their Defire to keep up a mote numerous fland- 
ing Army than was neceſſary ; for I'think it was happy for 
us, 
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made greater Levies for the Land Service at t 
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{till more, with regard to the Sea Service, than we are at pre- 


ſent. But ſuppoſe our Diſtreſs to be owing to ſome Neglect 8 


or Miſcondu& in our Miniſters, will our removing or puniſh - 
ing them relieye us from that Diſtreſs? Or will our f 
to what ĩa now pro 


duct, or prevent our being able to remove or puniſh them ? 
Tbe Bill dow propoſed, the very Propoſition, Sir, even 
tho” it ſhould be rejected, will publiſh our Diſtreſs co our Ene - 
mies : but I had rather they ſhould: hear of our Diſtre(s by 
our agreeing tb ſuch a Bill, than that they ſhould become ſen- 


fible of it by the Succeſs of their Privateers againſt our Mer- 


chants, or by the Succeſs of their Squadrons againſt the Squa- 
drons of this Nation. Whatever Diſtreſs our Enemies may 
ſuppoſe us to be in, they can expect no good to themſelves 
from our paſſing this Bill ; becauſe we paſſed a Bill of the 
ſame Nature in the late glorious War in Queen Anne's Time, 


when we were ſo ſucceſsful both by Land and Sea. It will, 


only convince them, that we are reſolved to exert our whole 


ſoon, bring them to Reaſon.” _ | 
Sir John Hynd Cotton, +! if. 5s 
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I have obſerved of late Years, that there is a Party of Sir John 
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Strength agaipſt them, and the Terror of this will, I hope, 
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Men in this Kingdom, who, upon all Occaſione, declare them- Hymd Cotton, , 


ſelves for an Enquiry into the Conduct of our Miniſters, and 
for puniſhing them, if they ſhould be found to deſerve it; 


yet they oppoſe every previous Step that is neceſſary for en- 


tering upon an Enquiry: and if it were ſet on Foot, I believe, 
they would oppoſe e 

rendering ĩt effeQual. The ſame Party of Men, Sir, always 
declare, that we ought to be jealous of our Liberties, and 
cautious of granting any Power that may contribute to their 
Overthrow ; yet they are always ready to approve of every 
thing . propoſed by the Court, and to think every Power 
neceflary for the Exerciſe of Government which our Mini- 
ters declare to be ſo, I hope, there are none of this Party 
in this Adembly ; for every Gentleman here has, L hope, o 
much Honour, as to be fincere in every thing be profeſſes. 
I muſt acknowledge, Sir, that I am, and, 1 hope, always 
ſhall be truly jealous of every new Power that is, or can. be. 
aſked by Miniſters: Whether I puſh this Jealouſy too far 
upon the preſent Occaſion, 4 _— to the Houſe to jud ge; 


e every thing that might tend towards 


* 


SGentleman, I ſhall begin with the laſt. He has been pleaſ- 
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bit I muſt declare chat, in my Opinion, the Power nom de- 
fired never can. be neceſſary, that it is far from being neceſ- 
ſary upon the preſent Occaſion, that it would be of the moſt - 
ous Conſequence to our Conſtitution, and that: it 

— laſt deſtroy the very End for which it is faid to be 
defired. fl: Not 291 1 
„That I may regularly follow the honourable and Jearned 


ed, Sir, to ſhew, what a hard Condition our Seamen are in 
by the Laws as they now ſtand ; and, fays he, the adding but 
one Hardſhip more can no way —_— our Seamen, or 
leſſen the Breed of that uſeful Body of Men. Sir, when a 
Rope is ſtretchedto its utmoſt Length, if you attempt to ſtretch 

it but one luch further, it breaks. He was likewiſe pleaſed 
to dip into our antient Records, in order to ſhew what has not, 
J think, been denied in this Debate. That, upon great and 
ſudden Emergencies, the King has, by his Prerogative, a Power 
to preſs Seamen into his Service, is what no Gentleman de- 
\ nies ; but every Gentleman muſt grant, that this Prerogative 
ought not to be made uſe of upon every trifling Occaſion ; and 
that when it is made uſe of, it ought to be with as much Le- 
nity as poſſible, and it ought to be accompanied with as many 
Encouragements as it is in the Power of the Government to 
- beſtow, In the Exerciſe of this Prerogative, perhaps the 
.- Cuſtom may have been to ſearch Ships for Seamen who con - 

ceal'd themſelves on board; but I doubt much whether an Off- 
cer with a Preſs-Gang has by Law a Power to break open the 
Doors or Hatches of a Ship, in caſe the Mafter ſhould refule 
to open them, eſpecially when the' Ship happens to be in any 
River or Port which is not within the Juriſdiction of the Ad. 
miralty. But whatever may be the Law in this Caſe, we 
know that our Seamen are already ſubject to many Hardſhips 
which the reſt of the People are free from; and therefore, 
when we are contriving a Bill for the Encouragement and 
Increaſe of Seamen, we ought not ſurely to heap new Hard- 
ſhips upon them, becauſe, whether thoſe Hardſhips be infut- 
ferable or no, is a Queſtion that is not to be determined by 
the Opinion of this Houſe, and much leſs by the Opinion 
of our learned Gentlemen of the long Robe, but by the Opi- 
nion of our Seamen and other People without Doors ; for if 
they think them inſufferable, they will certainly endeavour 
to avoid them, our Seamen by running into foreign Service, 
and the reſt of our People by taking Care not to breed them- 

ſelves or their Children to any ſort of Sea-Service. 

As to the Meaning that has been, or may be put upon the 
Words Seaman or Seafaring Man, I ſhall not pretend to de- 
termine; but this I am well aſſured of, Sir, that * of 
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Merehant Ships, and Seamen ſettled in Buſineſs. at Land, have 
been ſometimes preſſed into his Majeſty's Service ; and if we 
ſhould expreſly- authoriſe ng by Statute, I do not know 
but a Liberty might be taken to-preſs the Captains or Maſ- 
ters of coaſting or trading Veſſels, and even ſach Seamen or 

Sea-Captains as had acquired or ſucceeded to a Land-Eftate, 
and thought themſelves ſettled in an eaſy Manner for the 

remaining Part of their Lives. Even in the late Queen's 
Time, when an AQ of this Nature was paſſed for one Year, 
it, was thought neceſſary to reſtrain the meaning of the Word 
Seamen, to ſueh as had been in Service in her Majefty's Reign, 
which was then in its fourth Year only. From hence, I 
thidk, it is evident, that if we intend to authoriſe prefling by 


Regulations, in order to prevent its being a moſt intolerable 
Oppreſſion upon many of his Majeſty's beit Subjects; and we 
oe to take Care, that common Seamen returning from a 


ſhall have an Opportunity to offer themſelves as Vo- 
lanteers, and that no Seaman ſhall be rejected as a Volunteer, 
and accepted of as a preſſed Man, in order to entitle the Offi- 
cer to a Reward for preſſing him. L | 
« Now, Sir, with regard to the Influence this Bill may have 
upon our Elections, I am really ſurprized to hear Gentlemen 
retend, that our Seamen vote as freely as any other Sort of 
Men in the Kingdom. Moſt -of the Boroughs ppon our Coaſt 
are à convincing Proof of the contrary. Are not many of 
theſe Boroughs now called Admiralty-Boroughs, becauſe they 
always return ſuch Repreſentatives as the Board of Admiralty 
pleaſes ta direct? The very Nature of Things is a demon- 
{trative Proof, that Seamen muſt be under the Influence of 
the Admiralty-Board in Elections ; for, let a Seaman be never 
ſo exact in the Performance of his Duty, his Commander 
may ſubje& him to many Hardſhips and Inconveniences on 
board, if he has or is ordered to have a Pique at him upon an 
other Account. Beſides, all Seamen, while they are on had, 
hope to be preferred in the Navy, and will of courſe take 
every Method they can think of for recommending them- 
{elves to the Government. Even Seaman that are ſettled. 
on Shore, muſt be under the Influence of the Admiralty at 
Elections, otherwiſe they may depend upon being preſſed as 
ſoon as an Opportunity offers, and of being hardly uſed, 
whilſt they are in the Government's Service. They have no 


way to avoid this, but by leaving their Buſineſs and abſcond- 


ing, andeven this melancholy Reſource you are now about to 
take away from them: Therefore, if this Bill ſhould paſs, we 
muſt ſuppoſe, that all Seamen, be they where they will, let 
their Circumſtances be 8 will, muſt for the 
K 2 | 


TJ op 
the abſolute Slaves of a Miniſter, and muſt vote at all Elec. 
tions, as he ſhall be pleaſed to directe. 0 (70 70M 
Then with regard to the reſt of the Subject who have 
not the Misfortune to be $eamen, is it not a terrible Thing 
| fora Man to be in continual Danger of having his Houſe lai 
open to a petty Conſtable and a Preſs-Gang, by Day or by 
ight? Beſides the Inconvenience of being diſturbed, he 
maſt never ſtir from home, or if he does, he muſt not take the 
Key of any Cloſet along with him; becauſe a Preſs-Gang 
= come and break it open before he returns. The Power 
of ſearching for the King's Debtors is, I ſhall grant, adanger. 
ous Power, and might be made a very bad Uſe of; but I 
- muſt; obſerve, that this Power was introduced, when Sheriff 
were not named by the Crown, but choſen by the reſpective 
Counties; and tho' Sheriffs Officers are ſeldom Men of any 
great Character, they are more to be truſted to than 
Conſtables, becauſe the former give Security to the Sheriff for 
the due Execution of their Office, and the Sheriff himſelf is 
anſwerable for their Behaviour; whereas. petty Conſtables 
give no Security, nor is any Juſtice of the Peace anſwerable 
for the Damages they may occaſion. I could ſhew, that the 
Power now deſir'd is, on ſeveral other Accounts, more dan+ 
gerous than the Power of ſearching for the King's Debtors; 
but ſuppoſe it were not, is one dangerous Power any Argu- 
ment for granting another of the ſame Nature? If the Power 
already granted has never been made a bad Uſe of, the grant- 
ing another of the (ame Nature might be the Cauſe of both's 
being made made a bad Uſe of in Time to come; becauſe an 
Effect may be produced by making a bad Uſe of both, which 
could never have been hoped for by making a bad Uſe of 
one. The Hopes of Impunity is what occafions a Power's be- 
ing made a bad Uſe of; and that Impunity may be ſecured 
by making a bad Uſe of two Powers, which could never have 
been expected from making a bad Uſe of one. | 
* This, Sir, is the great Danger, and it is not eaſy to deter- 
mine, where our Security ends, and where the Danger be- 
gins. One Thing, however, is certain, that if we go on thus 
' yearly putting new Powers into the Hands of our Miniſters, 
the Danger will become not only unavoidable but irretriev- 
able. Our Officers will be regular, our Judges will be juſt, 
as long as they are in Danger of being talled ta an Account 
by Parliament, if they act otherwiſe, If we put it once in 
their Power to guard againſt this Danger, they will act here 
as they do in all other arbitrary Governments ; and this will 
be the certain Conſequence, if we put it in the Power of our 
Miniſters to over-awe or influence the Majority of our E- 


W 
1 9 * 


_S — — «. P #ACocuc Amon. = — » mmi 8 a 


PA rw e @Us coo ow fs £A mÞ£= 28 << ©» Vc 


lections. It is by having our Parliaments always depen- 
dent upon our Miniſters, and by this Method only, we can be 
reduced to the lamentable Circumſtances of having no Re- 
ral Inſurrection, againſt the Injuſtice of our 
Judges, and Oppreſſion of our Officers; and ſuch Parliaments 3 
will certainly provide our Miniſters with an Army ſufficient i J 
to protect them againſt an Inſurrection of the People; ſo that A 
we can then never expect any Redreſs but by a Mutiny in our 

Army, and by that, as in Turkey, we may ſee a Change in | 

the Perſons of our Oppreſſors, but can expect no Relief from 2 


medy but a 


Thus, Sir, I think, it is apparent, that this Power, added 
to all the Powers our Miniſters are already poſſeſſed of, will 
be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to our Conſtitution; 
and, conſidering how long our Government has ſubſiſted with? 
out it, I am ſurprized' to bear any Gentleman pretend, that it 
is now abſolutely neceſſary for the Exerciſe of Government. 
If Seamen are now more unwilling to enter into the Govern- 
ment's Service than they were formerly, it muſt be owing to 
ſome late Miſconduct in our Miniſters ; and therefore, the 
beſt Encouragement we can propoſe for our Seamen is, to re- 
move thoſe that have diſobliged them. The learned Gen- ' 
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tleman ſays, our agreeing to this Clauſe can no way prevent | 7 | 
our being able to remove any Miniſter. Is not this, Sir, veg h « 
ging the Queſtion? If it adds to a Miniſter's Influence at 


lections, will it not tend to prevent its being in the Nation's 
Power to remove him by any ſort of Parliamentary Method ? 
Let us conſider, Sir, that this is the very laſt Seſſion of a Sep- 
tennial Parliament, and that a new Septennial Parliament is 
next Summer to be choſen ; and then we may perhaps ſee, 
why ſuch a Power is defired at this critical Conjuncture. 

« For my Part, Sir, I have not heard one Argument made 
uſe of for ſhewing, that this Power is neceſſary at all, and 
much leſs that it is neceſſary upon the preſent Occaſion: I 
ſay, I have not heard one Argument for this Purpoſe, but one | 
drawn from a News-Paper, by a Gentleman no way concern- | 9 4 
ed in the Admiralty. From that News-Paper, indeed, he 
has endeavoured to frighten us with an Invaſion, and to make 
as believe, that if we do not make a Surrender of our Li- 
berties to our Miniſters, the French and Spaniards will come 
and take them from us; but, as he confeſſed, he knew no- 
thing of the Matter, and as thoſe who ought to know, have 
not been pleaſed to declare, that we are in any real Danger, 
I ſhall not be ſuch a Child, as to be frighten'd out of my 
Senſes by ſuch an imaginary Bugbear.“ 
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be two honourable and learned Gentlemen who ſpoke 
in favour of this Clauſe, were pleaſed to ſhew, that our Sea. 
men are half Slaves already, and now they modeſtly defire, 
you ſhould make them wholly ſo. Will this increaſe your 
Number of Seamen? Or will it make thoſe you have, more 
willing to ſerve you? Can you expect, that any Man will 


make himſelf a Slave if he can avoid it? Can you expect, 
that any Man will breed his Child up to be a Slave Can 
yon expect, that Seamen will venture their Lives or their 
Limbs for a Country that has made them Slaves? Or can 
you expect, that any Seaman will ſtay in the Country, if 
he can by any Means make his Eſcape ? Sir, if you paſz 
this Law, you, in my Opinion, do with your Seamen, as 
they do with their Galley-Slaves in France; you muſt chain 
them to their Ship, or chain them in Couples, when they 
are aſhore, But ſuppoſe this ſhould both increaſe the Num- 
ber of your Seamen, and render them more willing to ſerve 
you, it will render them incapable. It is a common Ob. 
ſervation, that when a Man becomes a Slave, he loſes half 
his Virtue. What will it ſignify to have your Ships all 
mann'd to their full Compliment ? Your Men will neither 
have Courage nor a Temptation to fight ; they will ſtrike to 
the firſt Enemy that attacks them, becauſe their Condition 
cannot be made worſe by a Surrender, Our Seamen have 
alway been famous for a matchleſs Alacrity and Intrepidity 
in Time of Danger : This has ſaved many a Britiſh Ship, 
when other Seamen would have run below Deck, and left 
the Ship to the Mercy of the Waves, or -perhaps a more 
cruel Enemy, a Pirate. For God-{ake, Sir, let us not by 
our new Projects put our Seamen into ſuch a Condition as 
muſt ſoon make them worſe than the cowardly Slaves of 
France or Spain. | 2 
»The learned Gentlemen were next pleaſed to ſhew us, 
that the Government was already poſſeſſed of ſuch a Power 
as is now deſired ; and how did they ſhew it? Why, Sir, 
by ſhewing that this was the Practice in the Caſe of Felony, 
and in the Caſe of thoſe who are as bad as Felons, I mean 
thoſe who rob the Public, or diflipate the public Money. 
Shall we, Sir, put our brave Sailors upon the ſame Footing 
with Felons and public Robbers ? Shall a brave, honeſt Sailor 
be treated as a Felon, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe, after 
a long Voyage, he has a mind to ſolace himſelf amongſt bis 
Friends in the Country, and'for that Purpoſe abſconds for 
a few Weeks, in order to prevent his being preſſed upon à 
| Spithead 
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Spithead or ſome ſuch pacific Expedition? For I dare anſwer 

for $2 ow = —— 3 in Britain, but would immediate- 
ly offer his Service, if be thought his Country in any real 
Danger, or expected to be ſent upon an Ripodidon, whets 
he might have à Chance of gaining Riches to himſelf, and 
Glory to his Country: I am really aſhamed, Sir, to hear 
ſuch Arguments made uſe of in any Caſe, where our Sea- 
men are concerned. Can we expect, that brave Men will 
not reſent ſuch Treatment? Could we expect, they would 


. ſtay with us, if we ſhould make a Law for treating them in 


ſuch a contemptible Manner? | 
But ſuppoſe, Sir, we had no Regard for our Seamen, I 
on we ſhall have ſome Regard for the reſt of the People, 
for ourſelves in particular; for, I think, I do not in 


the leaſt exaggerate, when I ſay, we are laying a Trap for 


the Lives of all the Men of Spirit in the Nation. Whether 
the Law, when made, is to be carried into Execution, I do 
not know); but, if it is, we are laying a Snare for our Lives. 
Every Gentleman of this Houſe mult be ſuppoſed, 1 hope, 
juſtly, to be a Man of Spirit. Would any of you Gentle. 
men allow this Law to be executed in its full Extent ? If at 
Midnight a petty Conſtable with a Preſs-Gang ſhould come 
thundering at the Gates of your Houſe in the Country, and 
ſhould tell you he had a Search-Warrant, and muſt ſearch 
your Houle for Seamen, would you, at that Time of Night, 
allow your Gates to be opened? I proteſt, I would not: 
What then would be the Conſequence ? He has by this Law 
a Power to break them open. Would any of you patiently 
ſubmit to ſuch an Indignity ? Would not you fire upon him, 
if he attempted to break open your Gates? I declare, I 
would, let the Conſequence be never ſo fatal; and, if you 
happened to be in the bad Graces of a Miniſter, the Con- 
ſequence would be, either your being killed in the Fray, or 
hanged for killing the Conſtable, or ſome of the Gang. 
This, Sir, may be the Caſe, even of ſome of us here, and, 
upon my Honour, I do not think it an Exaggeration to ſup- 

poſe it may. a 
* The honourable Gentlemen ſay, no other Remedy has 
been propos'd, Sir, there have been ſeveral other Remedies 
propos d. Let us go into a Committee to conſider of what 
has been, or may be propoſed. Suppoſe no Remedy ſhould 
be offered, to tell us we mult take this, becauſe no other 
Remedy can be thought of, is the ſame with a Phyſician's 
telling his Patient, Sir, there is no known Remedy for your 
Diſtemper, therefore you ſhall take Poiſon ; I'll cram it down 
you Throat. I do not know how the Nation may —_— 
. i ; Y- 


0 Ph ficians ; but, I am ſure, if Phyſicln told 60 1 
ſhould ren 24 


France, when their naval Power was vaſtly ſuperior to what 
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Such deſperate-Remedies, Sir, are never to be apply'd. 
but in Caſes of the utmoſt Extremity z- and how we —_ 
preſent to be in ſuch Extremity, I cannot comprehend; In 
Queen Elizabeth's Time, we were not thought to be in any 
ſuch Extremity, tho' we were then threatned with the moſt 
formidable Invaſion that was ever prepared againſt this Na- 
tion. In our Wars with the Dutch, a more formidable mari- 
time Power than France and Spain now are, if they were 
united againſt us, we were not ſuppoſed to be in any ſuch 
Extremity, either in the Time of the Commonwealth, or in 
King Charles 11's Time. In King William's War againſt 


it is at preſent, and when we had more Reaſon to be afraid 
of an Invaſion than we can have at preſent, we were thought 
to be in no ſuch Extremity. In Queen Anne's Time, when 
we were engaged in a War both againſt France and Spain, 
and were obliged to make great Levies yearly for the Land 
Service, no ſuch Remedy was ever thought of but for one 
Year only, and then it was found to be far from being ef- 
ſectual. ; 

« This, Sir, I am convinced, would be the Caſe now, as 
well as it was then. It was at that time computed, that by 
means of ſuch a Law as this, there were not abave 1400 Sea- 
men brought into the Government's Service; and, conſider> 


ing the Methods that have been already taken, and the 


Reward prom iſed- by this Bill to be offered to Volunteers, 
I am convinced, that the moſt ſtrict and general Search 
would not bring in half the Number. Shall we then for 
the ſake of adding 6 or 700, or even 1400 Seamen to his 
Majeſty's Navy, expoſe our Conſtitution to ſo much Danger, 


and every Houſe-keeper in the Kingdom to the Danger of 


being diſturbed at all Hours in the Night? 

« But ſuppoſe this Law were to have a great Eſſect, it 
can be called nothing but a temporary Expedient ; becauſe 
it can no way contribute towards increaſing the Number of 


our Seamen, or towards rendering them more willing to en- 


ter into his Majeſty's Service. It is an Obſervation made 
by Bacon upon the Laws paſſed in Henry the VIIth's Reign, 
That all of them were calculated for Futurity as well as the 
preſent Time. This ſhewed the Wiſdom of his Councils ; 
I wiſh I could ſay ſo of our preſent. We have for ſome 


Years thought of nothing but Expedients for getting rid of 


ſome preſent Inconvenience, by running ourſelves into a 
reater. The Eaſe or Convenience of Poſterity was never 


eſs thought of, I believe, than it has been of late Lars 
8 8 | W 
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The pfeſent Confulin in ser the known Deſi $ vf. Mr. (Cater 
the Frendh, the nutnerous Claiths to the Aullrian Dominions, du 
the Armies which ate levied to ſupport them, arid the pre- 
ent Inability of the Queen of Hungary to maintain thoſe 
Rights which deſcend to her from her Arceftors, and have 
been corfirmed by all the Solemnity of Treaties, evidently 
require an uncommon Degree of Attention in our Conlula- 
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as tions; and of Vigour in our Procetdings. | 
by _ ©, Whatever may be the Profeſſions of the French, their real 
a- Defigns are eaſily diſcovered ; Deſigns which they have car- 
er> ried on, either openly, or in private, for neat a Century, 
he and which it, cannot be Mit 46 that they will oy aſide, 
rs, when they are ſo near to Succeſs. Their View, Sir, in all 
ch their Wars and Treaties, "Alliances and Intrigdes, has been 
for the Axtainment of univerſal Damipion, the Deſſruction of 
his the Rights. of Nature, and the Sudjection of all the teſt of 
er, Mankind ; nor have we any Reaſon to imagine that they 
' of are not equally zealous for the Promotion of this pernicidus 
Scheme, While they pour Troops into Germany, for the 
it Aſſiſtance of their Ally, as when they waſted Kingdoms, 
uſe laid Cities in Aſhes, and plinged Millions into Miſery and 
of 777 without any other Motive than the Glory of their 
en- in 
ade 5 "BY the French are not the only Nation at this Time la- 
gn, bouring for the Subverfion of our common Liberties. Our 
the Liberties, Sir, are endangered by thoſe equally intereſted 
ls ; with ourſelves in their Preſervation ; 'for in what Degree 
"me ſoeyer any of the Princes who are now endeavouring „ 
1 of vide among themſelves the Dominions of Auſtria, may be 
0 2 pleaſed with the Acquiſition of new Territories, and an ima. 


ginary The of n and Power, 3 it muſt be evident 
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are only fighting for France, and that, by the Deſtructipu of 
th Auſtrian Family, they muſt, in a ſhort time, fall them. 
Ives. n een : 


« Tt is well known, Sir, tho it is not always remembered, 


that political as well as natural Greatneſs is merely compa- 


rative, and that he only is a powerful Prince, Who is more 
' abe, than thoſe with whom he can have any Cauſe of 


ntention. That Prince, therefore, who imagines his Power 
enlarged by a Partition of Territories, which gives him ſome 
additional Provinces, may be at laſt diſappointed in his Ex- 
pedctations. For if this Partition gives to another Prince al- 
ready than himſelf, an Opportunity of increaſing his 


Strength, in a Degree proportionate to his preſent guperi- 


ority, the former will ſoon find, that he has been 
for nothing, and that his Danger is ſtill the ſame.” © 
Such, Sir, is the Caſe of the King of Pruſſia, who, when 
he has over-run that Part of Germany, to which he now 
lays claim,” will only have weaken'd the Houſe of Auſtria, 
without ſtrengthening himſelf. | 

He is at preſent ſecure in the Poſſeſſion of his Dominions, 
becauſe neither the Auſtrians would ſuffer the French, nor 
the French permit the Auſtrians to increaſe their Power by 
ſubduing him. Thus, while the preſent Equipoiſe of Power 
is maintained, Jealouſy -and Caution would always procure 
him an Ally whenever he ſhould be attacked ; but when, by 
his Aſſiſtance, the Auſtrian Family ſhall be ruin'd,. we ſhall 
defend him againſt the Ambition of France. 7 
8 Wbile the Liberties of Mankind are thus equally endan- 

gered by Folly and Ambition, attacked on one and 
neglected on the other, it is neceſſary for thoſe who foreſee 
the Calamity that threatens them, to exert themſelves in 
Endeavours to avert it, and to retard the fatal Blow, till 
thoſe who are now lulled by the Contemplation of priv: 
Advantage, can be awakened into a juſt Concern for the 
general Happineſs of Europe, and be convinced that they 
themſelves can only be ſecure by uniting in the Cauſe of 
Liberty and Juſtice. | | 

For this Reaſon, Sir, his Majeſty, has aſſerted the Prag- 
matic Sanction, and promiſed to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary 
with the Forces which former Treaties have entitled her to 
demand from him ; for this Reaſon he has endeavoured to 
rouſe the Dutch from their Supineneſs, and excite them to 
arm once more for the common Safety, to intimidate by 
new Augmentations thoſe Powers whoſe Ardour, perhaps, 
only ſubſiſts upon the Confidence that they ſhall not be re- 
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ſiſted, and to animate by open Declarations in favour o — 
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heard of the Power of the Pruſſians and French, that they 


of 


may commit great Devaſtations with very little Oppoſition, 
the Forces of the Electorate not being ſufficient to give 
them Battle. For tho' the fortified Towns might hold out 
inſt them, that Conſideration will very little alleviate 
Concern of thoſe who conſider the Miſeries of a Nation, 


and who from their Ramparts ſee their Harveſts laid wafte, 
and their Villages in Flames. The Fortifications contain 
the Strength, bud the Field and the trading Towns comprize 
the Riches of a People, and the Country may be ruined which 
is not ſubdued. 2 oth 8 
* As therefore, Sir, the Electoral Dominions of his Ma- 
jeſty are now endangered, not by any private Diſpute with 
the neighbouring Princes, but by his Firmneſs in aſſerting 
the general Rights of Europe; as the Conſequences of bis 
Conduct, on this Oxcaſion, will be chiefly beneficial to Great 
Britain, we ought ſurely to ſupport bim in the Proſecution 
of this Deſign : A Defign, which we cannot but approve, 
ſince our Anceſtors have always carried it on without Re- 
gard either to the Danger or the Expence 
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an- In conformity to this Maxinfof Politics, ſo clearly found - 
and ed in Equity, and fo often juſtified by the Votes of the Parlia · 
eſee ment, his Majeſty has been pleaſed to declare to us his Reſolu- 
in tion to adhere to his Engagements, and oppoſe all Attempts 
till that may be forming in favour of any unjult Pretenſions to the 
rate Prejudice of the Houſe of Auſtria. Tis for this End he deſires 
the the Concurrence of his Parliament. I hope every (Gen- 
hey tleman in this Houſe will agree. with me, that we ought to 
» of declare our Approbation of theſe Meaferes, in ſuch Terms, 
as may ſhew the World, that thoſe who ſhall dare to obſtruct 
rag- them, muſt reſolve to incur the Reſentment of this Nation, 
gary and expoſe themſelves to all the Oppoſition which the Par- 
r to liament of Great Britain can ſend forth againſt them. We 
d to ought to pronounce that the Territories of Hanover will be 
n to con on this Occaſion as the Dominions of Great 
e by Britain, and that any Attack on one or the other will be 
aps, equally reſented. I therefore move, that an humble Addreſs 
e re- be preſented by this Houſe to his Majeſty, To return aur 


f the BY Jhanks for his Speech ; to expreſs If dutiful Senſe of his Ma- 
| 2 
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whoſe Enemies are in Poſſeſſion of all the open Country, 
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for maintaining the Pragmatic _— 27 | 
"rence in the prudent Meafures, <ohich his 29. fe Je 
the Profs Bo of the 2 and Balance of* Pet in Ex. 

rope; to acknowledge his Majeſy s Nun, 4 Ae, in tot 


| ering himſelf to be diverted. from fad 1 —4 
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uft P 2227 of fulfilling his ngagements 
5 4 55 A, fo, Further t9 172555 + his Ma fy, that, in 2 
to, and. Vindication of the Honour and ipnity* of the Brieg 
Crown, we will effeQually Hand by, and fupfort biz Maj 


eſentment of of _ the juſt Meaſures which has fo wife fey taken, 
Hall make Lo any of bis N djefty's Dothinions, thi" nt bb 
ing to the Crown F Great Britain. And that in a Future 
Eventi, which might make it nice ſary for him th enter tato fil} 
larger Expences, this Houſe auiſl enable him to contribute in the 
moſt e ecta Manner, to the Support of the Queen of Hungary, 
to the preventing, by all reaſonable Means, the & uber fion of 
2 © of Auſtria, and to the maintaining the Pragmatic Sandi 
the Liberties and Balance o Ewopr.. Kt; 
i | : 
„The Expediency, if 66t hi Netefſiry of the Ade now 


moved for, will, I elieve, be readi'y allowed by thoſe who 
conſider the juſt Meaſures which, are purſued by his Majzlly, 


the End which is intended by then, and the Powers by which | 


they are oppoſed. . 

How * it is our Duty to ſupport the Houſe of Auſtria 
It is not-nece ſſary to ß ſain to any Man who has heard the 
Debates 'of this Aſſem ſy, or ro: the Hiſtory of -rhe lat 
War. How much it is our Duty to ſupport it, is evident 
as ſoon as it is known'by whom it is attack'd ; by the an- 
tient Enemy of theſe Nations, by the general Diſtorber of 
the Univerſe, by the formidable Oppreſfors of Liberty, ex. 
ulting in new Acquiſitions, enſtamed with the Madnefs of 
univerſal Monarchy, and elated with an Opporurity of ſub- 
jecting Germany, by exalting to the ſupreme Power x Prince 


who ſhal} hold his Authority only by their Permiffon. 


The Houſe of Auſtria, Which has fo often ſtood forth in 


. of Defence of our common Rights, which has poured Armies 
into the Field in Confedericy with Great Britain, to ſup- 
Pu. the Inſolence of that Family, which nothing could ſatis- 


but boundleſs Power, now demands the Aſſiflance which 


it Ju ſo often afforded ; that Aſſiſtance is demanded from 
us by every Claim which the Labs of Society can enact, or 


the 
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ve ered, and ſolemnly confirmed, by the Ties of antient _ 
Friendſhip, and the Obligations of common Intereſt. 
44 "Fo'violkts the 'pablie Faith, and to neglect the Obſetya- - 
tion of Treaties, is to fink vurſelyes below Barbarity, to de- 
ſtroy that Confidencs'Which unites Mankind in Society. To 
deny ot evade our Stipulations, Sir, ig to commit a Crime 
which every honeſt Mind muſt confider with Abhorrence, 


and co eſtabliſi a Precedent which may be uſed hereafier" to 


gar own DeftruQiqn. 
© Tv forſake an Ally, only becaaſe we can receive no'im- 
mediate Advantage from his Friendſhip, or becauſe it triay 
be in ſome degree dangerous to adhere to him; to forſake 
him When he moſt wants our Offices, when he is di- 
fireffed by his Enemies, and deſerted by others, from whom 
he had Reaſon to hope for kinder Treatment, is the moſt 
deſpicable, the moſt hateful Degree of Cowardice and Treas 
chery. 

2 The Obligations of Intereſt, Sir, it is not often needful 

enforce ; but it may be obſerved on this Occafion, that a 
ſivgle Year of Neglect may never be retrieved. We may, 
Sir, now be ab'e to ſupport thoſe whom, when once diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed, it will not be in our Power to reftore ; and that if we 
ſuffer * Hoyle of Auſtria to be over-borne, our Poſterity, 

every Generation, may have Reaſon to curſe our 
ind od Parſimony, our fatal Inactivity, ans our peri- 
dious Cowar dice. 

« With what Views the King of Prufiia concurs fn the French 
Meafiires, or upon what Principles of Policy he promiſes to 
himſelf any Security in the Enjoyment of his new Hominions, 
it js not eaſy to conjeRture ; but as it is eaſy to diſcover, that 
whatever he may propoſe to himſelf, his Conduct evidently 
tends to the Ruin of Europe, ſo he may, in my Opinion, 
juſtly be oppoſed, if M cannot be diverted or made eaſy. 
Nor can we, Sir, if this Oppoſition ſhould incite him, or 
any other Power, to an Invaſion of his Majeſly's foreign 
Dominions, refaſe them our Protection and Aſſiſtance. For 
as they ſuffer for the Cauſe which we are engaged to ſupport, 
and ſuffer only by our Meaſures, we are, at leaſt, as Allies, 
obliged by the Laws of Equity, and the general Compacts of 
Mankind, to arm in their Defence; and what may be claim- 
ed by the'common Right of Allies, we ſhall ſurely not deny 
them, only becauſe they are more cloſely united to us, be- 
cauſe they own the n Monarch with ourſelves. 


Mr. 
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B . butenen. nie of increaſing their Influence, extending ery Oppor. 
1 nions, and oppreſſiag their Neighbours, the Experience of 
% many Years has convinced all Haropor and — 
— ſome Power be preſerved in a —— 
Sean equalioq.theire, their Schemen, pexni 2 

cannot be defeated. 

That the only Power from which this Oppoſition can be 
ys is the Houſe. of Auſtria, a very ſuperficial .View.of 
- -this Part of che Globe will ſufficiently demonſtrate g 0 this 
we were long fince ſo ſtrongly convinced, that we employed 
1 all our Forces, and all our Politics to aggrandize this ouſe. 
5 1 We endeavoured not only to ſupport it in all its hereditiry 
Eo. | Rights, but to inveſt it with new Sovegyigntics, and * 
4 munen over new Dominions, 

1 Why we afterwards varied in ic; melde and our 
__- | Lig, I have long enquired without any — 
1 having never, Sir, with the utmoſt Application, able 
a to diſcover the Motives to the memorable Treaty of 
3h by which we ſtipulated to deftroy the -Fabric that we; had 
= been ſo long, and ſo laboriouſly endeavouring to ere ; by 
E which we abandoned that Alliance, which we had ſo dili- 
gently cultivated, which we had preferred to Peace, Plenty, 
and Riches, and for which we chearfully re. 
tedious, a bloody, and an expenſive War, 
This Conduct, Sir, raiſes a greater of Admim- 
tion, as the Authors of it. had exhauſted all their 
in cenſurin ring the Treaty of Utrecht, and had endeavoured to 
- Expoſe thoſe who tranſacted it to the general-Hatred ot the 
Nation; as they always expreſſed in the ſtrongeſt Terms their 
Dread and Deteſtation of the Frengy z as they animated all 
their Harangues, and ſtunned their Opponents with Declara- 
tions of their Zeal ſor the Liberties of Europe. 
By what Impulſe, or what Infatuation, theſe Aﬀertors 
of — theſe Enemies of France, theſe Guardians of the 
Balance of Power, were, on the ſudden, prevailed on ta declare 
in Favour of the Power whom they had ſo long thought it 
their chief [ntereſt and higheſt Honour to oppoſe, mult be 
diſcovered by Sagacity ſuperior to mine, But, after ſuch Per- 
. plexity of Councils, and ſuch Fluctuation of Conduct, it is 
neceſſary to enquire more particularly what are the preſent 
Intentious of the Miniſtry, what Alliances have been form- 
ed, and what Conditions are required to be fulfilled, * I je 
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Engagements; if we have ö — 

the 8um which we havr 2 (4 
clared z for I ſuppoſe at leaſt our Engagements have ſome 
Limits, and that are not to — — Na- 
tion, to ſight as if Hire and Sword werg at our Gates, or an 
Inrader-weretanding eee en ene ln 


©: have, Sir, from my earlieſt Years, been zealous for the 


Defence and Exaltation of the Houſe of Auſtria, ang ſhalhbe 
very-far from 
influence us to deſert itz but I do not eafily: diſcover by what 
Means we ſhall be able to afford any efficacious Aſſiſtance: 
for the Power of Britain conſiſts chiefly in Naval —— 
which can be of very little Uſe to the Qgeen of Hungary, and 
1 know. not any Stats chat will eafily: ae een * 
on = 1 un 1: "3h 
If there be, 7 Pot dg 
the French can fe har rye; nor, bribe, we ought. ſtudi- 
ouſly to ſoll icite, and diligently to cultivate their Friendſhip, 
but whether any, except the Ruſſians, are nom independent, 
or ſufficiently confident of their own Strength to engage in 
ſuch a hazardous Alliance, may be juſtly doubted. 

The late grand Alliance, Sir, was ſupported at the Ex- 
pence of this Nation alone, nor was it 2 from the other 
Confederates to exhauſt the Treaſure of their Country in the 
common Cauſe; I hope the Debt which that War has entailed 
upon us, will inſtruct us to be more frugal in our future En- 
gagements, and to ſtipulate only what we may perform with- 


out involving the Nation — Miſery, which Victories * 


Trium phs cannot com 

The Neceſſity, Sir, of * public Octonomy obliges me to 
infiſt, that before any Money ſhall be granted, an Account be 
laid before the Houſe in particular Terms, of the Uſes; to 
which it is to be applied. To aſk for Supplies in general 
Terms, is to demand the Power of ſquandering the Public 
Money at Pleaſure; and to claim, in ſofter Language, nothing 
leſs than deſpotic Authority. 

© It has not been uncommon for Money granted by the 
Houſe to be ſpent without producing any of thoſe Effects 
which were expected from it, without aſſiſting our Allies, or 
humbling our Enemies; add therefore there is Reaſon for 
ſuſpecting that Money bas ſometimes been aſked for one Uſe, 
and applied to another. 

© If our Concurrence, Sir, is neceſſary to 1000 his Ma- 
jeſty's Influence on the Continent, to animate the Friends of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, or to repreſs the Diſturbers of he = 


propofing that any Danger or Diſtreſs ſhould 
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, -*©Ff it ſhould be in neceflary ac bern — 


Mr. H. Wal- 
pole. 


matie Sanction, for I find that he ei 
has forgotton them; and therefore thoſe Reaſonings which 


de left to hazard, r 


— that Britain ſhall never be involved in War ſar gbr 


Mercenaries. e 


were engaged in it by 


free, muſt be acknowledged to depend, ought to be rather 
by the Dutch and ourſelves, that if the Supplies 5 in 


* 


"Tas. 
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to the Atof Settlement, 
ant and well-concerted AQ, by which the * 


5 were advinceQ-to the Throne, and by Which it — 


or Protection of the Bominions of Hanover, 
. — from which we never expected nor received an 
Benefit, re be either 
or * 8 


and to unite the Powers of Europe; againſt the Houſe of -Bous- 
don. that ambitious, that reſt Family, by which the Re- 

of the World is almoſt every Day interrupted, Which is 
— labouring againſt the Happineſs of human Na- 
ture, and ſecking every Hour an Opportunity of new:Ep- 
croachments, I declare, Sir, that I ſhall not only, With dhe 
greateſt Chearfultieſs, bear my Share of the poblic Exponce, 
but endeavour-to reconcile others to their Part of thei Cula- 
mities of War. This, Sir, I have advanced, in Confidence 
that ſufficient Care ſhall be taken, that in any new Alliance, 
we ſhall be Parties, not Principals; that the Expence of War, 
as the Advantage of Victory, ſhall be common; and that 
thoſe who ſhall unite with us, will * our _ Hot our 


Mr. H. Walpole. N ung; 

| | 8 I R, | a - . 231 59 4.4 
It is not without Reaſon that the botonrable Genie 

man deſires to be informed of the Stipulations contained in 


the Treaty by which we have en to ſupport the Prag- 
er never knew them, or 


be has formed upon them fall to the Ground. 
We are obliged, Sir, by this Treaty, to ſupply che Houſe 
of Auſtria with twelve Thouſand Men, and the Putch-who 
our Example, having promiſed a Sop- 
ply of five thouſand, This Force joined to thoſe, Armies 
which the large Dominions of that Family enabſe them to 
raife, were ſufficient to repel any Enemy by whom their 
Rights ſhould be invaded. , 

© But becauſe in Affairs of ſueh Importance 


| is to 


the Liberties of almoſt all Mankind, who can call themſelves 


certain, thay barely probable ; it is ſtipulated farther, both 


ers Arenen. 


445) 
the 170 Anicle tual appear inſufficient, we ſhall upite . 
whole Force in the Defence of our Ally, and'rüggle bnee 
more far Iade pendence, with Ardour pfopotti v do the 
neten Cauſe.) 1! > r onthe tie bY.» 
-+ By-thefſe- $:3pulations, Sir, 90 ene have been 
formed thut can be imhgined-to have ex þ pibbibired-by the 
a of denle ment, by whith it is provided, chat the Houſe of 


ſcke of their fareign Dom ip iops, without che Conſent of — 
Parliament; for this War is by do Means entered upon 


the paſticujas $ecutiry- of Hanover, but for the — — . 
vantage of Egrope, to tepreſs the Ambition of the French, 


N 5 ourſelves —. our — . from in moit 
a pendence upon à Nation exa pera * * 
long Oppoſition, and hereditary Hatred. 
Nor is the Ad oſ Settlement only preſetved onvialated. 
by Reaſon of the preſent Alliagce,, bat, by the tegular Con- 
carrence of the Parliameot, which his Majeſty has defired, 
notwithſtanding his mdabitable: Right of making Peace ard 
War by bis own Authority. I eannat therefore imagine 
upon what Pretence it can be urged that the Law, which re- 
quires that no War ſhall he made on Account of the Hanover 
Dantinions wirhout the Conſent of the Parliamem, is viola- 
ted when it is evident that the War i 18 made upon other Mo- 
2 and the Concurrence of the Parliament is ſolemoly 
eſired. 
« But ſuch is the Malevolence with — the Conduct of 
the Adminiſtration is examined, that no Degree aß Integrity 


Tent Queſtion Truth and Reaſgn are evidently on their Side, 

paſt Tranſactions are recalled to Memory, and thoſe Mea- 
ſures are treated with the utmoſt Deyree of Contempt and 
Ridicule, of which | the greatef} Part o the Houſe have pro- 
bably forgotten the Reglſens, and of which. the Authors of 
then do Bot always ſtand up in the Deferce, becauſe they are 
weary of repeatit {rut to thoſe who liſten with a a Re- 
ſolurion never oy convinced. 

oy "well, Sif, thoſe by whom the Mioiſtry is oppoſed, 

Wed in hardening their Minds againſt the Force of 


ba Js e ent from rele conſta Cuſtom of appealing 
600 e 555 jament to che People. and publiſhing} in Pam: 
ble, th rguments which they have found them(elves. in 


this Aﬀem! * unable to ſup ort; a Practice which diſcovers 
rather an obſlinate Reſolution to obſtruct the Government, 
than. Zeal for the roſperity of their. Country, and wh ch, to 
ſpeak it in the ſofteſt Terms, ſeems to be ſuggeſted more by 
the Deſire of Popularity than the 2 of Track.” 

Vor. VII. M m Mr. 


Hanover gha — plunge this Nation'inta & Wan ſor the 


or ces can ſecute it from Genſure. . When in the pre- 


—— — 


Mr. Sandys. 


Appearance of Reſpect to his Majeſty; by whi 


1+ 4 


. 
: Mr. Sandyt. p 7 F 
andes -; | in r 4d 

« Notwithſtanding the Confidence with which this Motion 
has been offered and defended, — the ſpecious 
it is recom- 

mended, I am not aſhamed to declare, that it appears to me 
inconſiſtent with the Truſt repoſed in us by our Conſtituents, 


who owe their Allegiance to the King of Great Britain and 


not to the Elector of Hanover. 1 es 
It will be orged, Sir, by the People, whom we fit here 


to repreſent, that they are already embarraſſed with Debts 


Mr. H. Wal- 


contracted in a late War, from which, after the Expence 
of many Millions, and the Deſtruction of prodigious Multi- 
tudes, they received no Advantage ; and that they 'are now 
loaded with Taxes for the ſupport of another, of which they 
perceive no Proſpect of any happy or honoarable Conclu- 
ſion, of either Security or Profit, either Conqueſts or Repri- 


ſals, and that they are therefore by no Means willing to ſee 


themſelves involved in any new Confederacy, by which they 
may entail on their Poſterity the ſame Calamities, and oblige 
themſelves to hazard their Fortunes and their Happineſs in 
Defence of diſtant Countries, of which many of them have 


ſcarcely heard, and from which no Return of Aſſiſtance is ex- 


pected.” 

Mr, H. Walpole. 

SIR, ; . : 

Though it is not neceflary to refute every Calurny that 
Malice'may invent, or Credulity admit, or to anſwer thoſe of 
whom it may reaſonably be conceived that they do not credit 
their own — will yet riſe once mor̃ẽ in Vindica- 
tion of the Treaty of Hanover, to ſhew with how little Rea- 
ſon it is cenſured, to repreſs the Levity of Inſult, and the 
Pride of unreaſonable Triumph. | 

The Treaty of Hanover, Sir, how long ſoever it has 
been ridiculed, and with whatever Contempt thoſe by whom 
it was negociated have been treated, was wiſe and juft, It 
was juſt, becauſe no Injury was intended to any Power, no 
Invafion was planned, no Partition of Dominions ftipulated, 
nothing but our own Security defired. It was wiſe, becauſe it 
produced the End propoſed by it, and eſtabliſhed that Security 
— the Auſtrians and Spaniards were endeavouring to 

eltroy. 

* The Emperor of Germany, Sir, had then entered into 
a ſecret Treaty of Alliance with Spain, by which nothing 
leſs was deſigned than the total Deſtruction of W 
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( 45T) 
the Diminution of our Commeree,: the Alienation of our-Do- 
— and the Subverſion of our Conſtitution. We were 
to have been expelled ſrom Gibraltar, and totally excluded 
from the Mediterranean Seas, the Pretende: was to have been 
exalted to the Throne, and a new Religion, with the Slavery 
that always accompanles it, to have been introduced amongſt 
us, and Oſtend was to have been made a Port, and to have 
ſhared the poor. Remajns of our Commerce to foreign Na- 


tions, 

This unjuſt, this malicions Confederacy was then op- 
poſed with the utmoſt Vehemence by Prince Eugene, whoſe 
Courage and military Capacity are celebrated through- 
out the World, and whoſe political Abilities, and Knowledge 
of the Affaire of Europe, were equal to his Knowledge 
of War. He urged with great Force, that ſuch a Confede. 
racy would diſunite the Emperor for ever from the Mari. 
time Powers, by which it had been ſupported, and which 
were engaged by one common Intereſt in the Promotion of 
its Proſperity : But his Remonſtrances availed nothing, and 
the Alliance was concluded. 

When our antient Allies, who had been ſo often ſuc- 

cour'd with our Treaſure, and defended by our Armies, had 
— y into ſuch Engagements; when it was ſtipulated not 
only to imppveriſh but enſlave us; not only to weaken us 
Abroad, but to deprive us of every domeſtic Comfort; when 
a Scheme was formed that would have ſpread Miſery over the 
whole Nation, and have extended its Conſequences to the 
loweſt Orders of the Community, it was ſurely neceſſary to 
fruſtrate it by ſome Alliance, and with whom could we then 
unite, but with France. 

+ This is not the only Fact on which Gentlemen have 
ventured to ſpeak with great Freedom without ſufficient In- 
formation; the Conduct of our Allies in the late War has 
been no leſs miſrepreſented than that of our Miniſters in their 
Negotiations. They have been charged with impoſing upon 
ns the whole Expence of the Confederacy, when it may be 
proved, beyond Controverſy, that the annual Charge of the 
Dutch was five Millions. 

Nor did they, Sir, only contribute annually thus largely 
to the common Cauſe, but when we forſook the Alliance, 
and ſhamefully abandoned the Advantages we had gained, 
they received our Mercenarjes into their own Pay, and ex- 
pended nine Millions in a ſingle Year. 

Of the Truth of theſe Aſſertions it is eaſy to produce 
inconteſtable Evidence, which, however, cannot be ne- 
ceſſary to any Man who reflects, that from one of the moſt 
wealthy Nations in the World, the Dutch, with all their 

M m m 2 Com- 
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Mr. Vyner. 


Lord Gage. 


1 


Commince; pad all. dab — eee to Penury 


and Diſtreſs; for who can tell by what Means they have ſank 
3nto-their preſent low Maat deen if they ſuffered- nothing by 
tbe late War | 
Hoem this Gentle; Sir. has been derkierd, and to 
— Inſinuations his Errors are to be imputed, I 1 at no 
_ to diſcover; I hope he wilt by this Confutation be warh- 
cd againſt implicit Credulity, and remember wich hüt Cav. 
tion that Man is to be truſteg, whale pernicious S baye 


2 mens his Conntry. “ 2 5 
Mr, woe. EY | 123 


Sin, 49134 "FE 

It is, in. my Opinion an inconteftable Maziin, that ng 
Meaſures are eligible which are pnjult; and that therefore, be- 
fore any — are formed, we ought to examine. nbt 
what Motives may be ſa eſted by Expedience, but what 
Arguments may be adyance by Equity on one Par or the 
other Of. ins 

If Ido not miſtake the ras latent of che Addreſs _ 
. we are invhed to declare that we will oppoſe the 

ing of Fruſſia in his Attempts upon Sileſia, a Declaration in 
which I know not how any Man can goncur; who knows not 
the Nature of his Claim, ans the Laws of the Empire. k 
ought therefore, Sir, to have been«the firſt Endeavour of — pa 
by whom this Addreſs has. been ſo zealouſly 7 
ſhew that his Claim, ſo publicly explained, ſo firmly rged, 
and ſa firongly ſupported, is without Founcation i in Jultice or 
in Reaſon, and is only one of thoſe imaginary Titles, which 
Ambition may always find to the Dominions of another. - 

Baut no Attempt has yet been made towards the Diſcuſ- 
ſion of this important Queſtion, and therefore I know not 


how any Man can call upon us to oppoſe the King of Pruſſia, 


when his Claim may probably be juit, and, by Conſequence, 
ſuch as, if it were neoeſſary for us to engage in the Affairs of 
thoſe diſtant Countries, we ought to join with him in aſſerting,” 


Lord Gage. 


81 2, . 

« As na Member of this Aſſembly can feel a greater De: 
gree of Leal for his Majeſty's Honour than myſelf, none 
ſhall more readily concur in any Expreſſion of Duty or Ad- 
herence to him. 

But I have been * taught that Allegiance to my 
P-ince is conſiſtent with Fidelity to my Country, that the In- 
careit of the King and the People of Great Britain are the 


V 
fas and that 8 true Subject of t 
a ſteady Promoter of the Happineſi of the Nation. 
For this Resſen I think, it neceſſary to declare, that 
always to be conlidered as a Sovereignty ſeparate 


Hanover is | 
from that of Great Britain, and as a Country with Laws. and 
144. diſtin from ours f and that it 3s the Duty of the 
Aae of this Nation, tq take care that Imereſts ſo 
different may never be confounded, and chat Great Britain 
may incur no Expence of which Hanover can enjoy 
AN... ES. 

{ If the Ear of Hanover thould be niaed is War with 
any of the Neighbouring Sovereigns, wha ſhould be enabled 
by a Victory to enter into the Country, and carry the Terrors 
of War through all his Territories, it would by no Means be 
neceſſary for this Nation to interpoſe; for the Elector of 
Hanover might loſe his Dominions Withont any Diſadvan- 
tage or Diſhonour to the King or People of Great Britain, 


The Addreſs was agreed to withogs Diviſan, 
p Fa . : of EV 
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A LIST of the TOR of the FIR 
Parliament of 74 e 


from 1734 t0 1741. 
B EFORD County. Sir Rowland Alſton, Hon. John 


fv" E. 


5722882 


(a) Spencer, Sir Roger Eurgoyne, Bart. 
Bedfard. Sam. Ongley, Sir Jer. Sambroke, Bart, died 
| Sir Boteler Charnogke, Bart. 

BERKS County... Winch. Howard Packer, William Arche 
died, Peny ſlon Powney. 

Windſor. Lord Vere Beauclerck, Lord Sidney Beauclerck. 

Reading. Richard (5) Pottenger, died, John Blagrave, Henry 

Grey Nevil, died, William (e) Strode, John Dodd. 
Walling ford. Thomas Towers, William Hucks, died, Jo. 

ſeph Townſend. | 
Abingdon. Robert Hucks. 

BUCKINGHAM County. Sir Thomas Lee, Bart. Sir Wil- 
| liam Stanhope, Aright of the Bath. 

Buckingham. George Denton, Richard Grenville. 

Wycomb. Harry Waller, Edmund (4) Waller, Sir Charles 

Vernon, Knt. 

Ayleſbury. Chriſtopher Towers, Sir George (e) Champion, 

Kut. 

Agmondeſpam. Henry Marſhal, Thomas Lutwych, 4, 

Thomas Gore. 

Wendev r. John Hampden, John (%) Boteler, Ld. Viſcount 

Limerick. 

Aarlxw. Sir Thomas Hoby, Bart. Edmund Waller. 

CAMBRIDGE County. Henry ( g ) Bromley, Samuel Shep- 
heard. 

Cambridge Univerſity, Hon. Edward Finch, Hon. Thomas 

Townſend. 

Cambridge Town, Sir John Hynd Cotton, Bart. Thomas 

Sclater Bacon, died, Gilbert Affleck. / 
CHESTER County. Char. Cholmondeley, John Crewe, jun. 


(a) Made his Election for Wordflock. (5) Made a Welch 


Judge, ard re. choſen, died. (c) Yoted not duly elected. 
(4) Made his Election for Marlow. (e) Alderman of London. 
(/) Void El:4ion as to him, (z Created Lord 
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2 on Sir Robert Groſvenor, Bart. Sir Charles Bun- 
art. | 

CORNWALL County. $ir William Carew, Bart. Sir John 
St. Aubin, Bart. 

Launceſfon. dir William Morrice, Bart. John 6 King, * 
William (7 () es Bart. 

Leſtard. Rich. Elliot, Geo. Dennis, fied, Char. Trelawney. 

Leflewithiet. Richard Edgcumbe, Philip Lloyd, died, Mat- 
.thew Ducie ( Morton, Sir John Croſs, Bart. 

Truro. Robert Trefufis, Kellond Courtenay. 

Badauyn. John Laroche, Sir John Heathcote, Bart. 

Helfton. John Evelyn, John Harris. | 

Saltaſh. Thomas Corbet, Lord Glenoreby, X B. 

Camelford. Sir Thomas Lyttelton; Bart. Colonel James 
Cholmondeley. 

Wefthru. Edw. (!) Trelawney, Sam. Holden, died, Henry 
Legge, John (n) Willes, John (a) Strange, X 

Grampound. Thomas Hales, Philip Hawkibs, lic. Capt. 
Thomas Trefufis. 

Faſtliro. Charles Longueville, John Owen. 

Penryn. Sir Richard Mill, Bart. John Clavering. 

Tregony. Henry Penton, john Goddard, died, Sir Robert 
Cowan, Knt. died, Joſeph Gulſton. 

Boffiney., Lord Vic. Palmerſton, Townſend Andrews, died. 
Hon. Peregrine Poulet. 

Sr. fees. Sir Rob. Rich, Bart. William Mackworth Praed. 

Fowey, Jonathan Raſhleigh, John Hedges, died, William 
Wardour. 

$2. Germans. Charles Montagu, Charles Lord Baltimore. 

St. Michazl. Robert Ord, I omas Watts. 

Newpert, Sir John Moleſworth, Bart. Hon. Thomas Her- 
bert, died, Hon. Nicholas Herdert. 

St. Mawes. Henry Vane, Richard Plummer. 

Kellington. Thomas Coppleſton, Iſaac Leheup. 

CUMBERLAND County. Sir James Lowther, Bart. Sir Jo- 
ſeph Pennington, Bart. 

Carli „ie City. Hon. Charles Howard, John Hylton. 

Cockermouth, Hon. Wilfrid Lawſon, Bart. died, Eldred 
Curwen. 

DERBY County. Lord Charles Cavendiſh, Sir Nathaniel 
Curzon, Bart. 


* 1 —_ 2 þ 4 . 


(b) Made his Elefion for Exeter. (i) Yoted duly 
elected upon a Petition (k) Succeeded his Father as Lord 
Ducie. 44 4 Commiſſioner of the Cuſffoms. ( Com- 
miſſioner of Trade, 1000 /. (% Made Lord Chief Fuſtict 
of the Common Pleas. 

Derby. 


* 
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. Lord James 28 Hos, Charles Sanders, ded, 


0870 Cog Rolle, Sit William Courtevay, Bart. 


Exeter. 5 . Hon. John ſ a) King. sir Henry 


Northcote, Bart. 
Totnes. Sir Charles Wills, X. 1 Joſeph egen 
Plymouth. Arthur Stert, Hon. Robert ( R 0b · Cape. Char, 
Vanbrugh, died, Lord Henry Beaucl: 


| Oathampton. Thomas Pitt, Wm. Northmore, did, George 


. Lyttelton. 


Barafaple. Theophilus Forteſcue, Sir John Chicheſter, Bart. 


died, John Babes, 7 1 >. 80 | 

Plympton. Thomas Clutterbuc ic now 
+24 Edg zcumbe,) Tho. Walker. 0 grams fe 

Honiton. Sir William Vonge, Bart. Sir William Courtenay, 
__ 

Taviſtock. Sidney Meadows, Hon, Charles Fane. 

Afeburton. Sir Wm. 7) Yonge, Bart, Thomas Bladen, „ 
Tuckfield, died, loſeph Taylor. 

Dartmouth. George Treby, Walter Cary. 

Bercalſan. John Briſtowe, Sir Francis Henry Drake, Bart 
died, Samuel Heathcote. | 
Tiverton. Arthur Arſcott, Dudley -Ryder. 
DORSET County. Geo. Chaflin, und Morton eri 

Poole. George Trenchard, "Thomas 8 

Dorchefter. John Browne, Sir Wm. () Chapple, Kat „Raben 
Browne. 

Lyme Regis, Henley Holt Henley, John Scrops. 

Weymouth. Tho. Pearce, Edward (s) Tucker, John Olmius, 

Melcomb Regis. George Doddington, George Babb (t) Dod- C, 
dington, Johq Tucker. 


Bridport. William Bowles, Solomon Aſhley.” | N 
| N Philip (e) Bennet, Stephen (x) Fox, Jacob Banks, M 
4d. Philip? Bennet. \ 
Wareham. Henry Drax, John Pitt. | 9, 
. Caſtle. Joh Bond, Jobs Banks. 

| rn 1. 
() Succeeded his Father as Lord King g. : (o) Made Go 

- vernor of Barbadoes. Joint Trenfarer of Ireland, 
4000 J. Made his Election for Leſtwithiel. (9) Made bit 
Election for Honiton. (r) Made one of the Fuſtices of 
the King's-Bench. (s) Seat vacated, bring made Surgezor of 1 
1 his Majeſys Quarries in the Jie of Portland. (i) Made V. 
Ele&ion for Bridgwater. (a) Net duly el «of | 
(x) C reated Lord Ilcheſler at the Brpiration of this Parlia- his 
ment. of | 


DURHAM 


of 


, rand” a a "MS 


3 . 

DURHAM County. John Hedworth; George Bowes. 

DarhaW City. Henry Lambton, John Shaftoe. .. 

ESSEX County.” Sir Robert Abdy, Bart. Thomas Bramſton. 

Colthefter. Matthew Martin, thee Lemyng Rebow, died, 
Jacob Houblon. 


Malden. Colonel Martin Bladen, Henry Parſons, dd, Ben- 


jamin Keene. 
Harwich. Hon, Charles Stanhope; .Carteret Leathes. 
1 County. Thomas Cheſter, Hon. Benjamin 
thur 
Ghucefter City. Hon. Benjamin Bathurſt, col. John Selwyn. 
Cirencefler, Thomas Maſter, William 7 ”) Wodehouſe, died, 
Hon. Henry Bathurſt. | 
Tew Lord Viſcount Gage, Robert Tracy: 
HERE RD County. Veiter Cornewal, Hon. Edward 
arley, 
Hereford. Thomas Foley, jun. Sir John Morgan, Barr, | 
Leominſter. Sir George Caſwell, Robert Harley. 


| Weobhy. Sir John Buckworth, Bart. John Birch, died, Capt. 


James (z) Cornewall. 

HERTFORD Coanty, William Plominer, Sir T. Saun. Sea- 
bright, Bart. ied, Charles Czlat, died (a). 

St. * 9k Sir Tho. Aſton, Bart. Tho. Aſhby. 

Herford Town. Nathaniel Braſſey, Sir Tho. Clerke, Knt. 


HUNTINGTON County. Rob. Piggot, Ld. Robert (5) Mon- 


tagu, Charles Clarke. | 

Huntington ' Town, Hon. Edward Wortley Montague, Col . 
Handaſyde. - 

KENT County. Sir Edward Dering, Bart. Lord Vane, died, 
Sir Chriſtopher Powell, Bart. 

Canter Sir Wm. (c) Hardreſs, Bart. Sir Thomas Hales, 
Bart. Thomas (a) Broadneux. 

Rechefter. David Polhill, Admiral Haddock, 

Maidſfione. Wm. Horſmanden Turner, John Finch, died, 
Hon. Capt. Robert Fairfax. 

Dueenborough. Rich. Evans, Sir Geo. Saunders, Kat. died, 
Lord Archibald Hamilton. | 

LANCASTER County. Rich. Shuttleworth, Sir Edw. (e) Stan - 
ley; Bart. Peter Bold. 


2 Choſen alſo for Norfolk. (x) Captain of a Man 
ar, declared duly elected againſt Mr. Birch. (a) No 
2 for a new Member. (5) Succeeded his Brother as Duke 
F Mancheſter. (c) Not duly elected (4) Changed 
bis Name to May, ſince to Knight. (le) Succeeded as Earl 


of Derby, 
6 Nnn Preflon. 


| 
5 f ' 
1 


Preſtoa. e Sir Hen, Houghton, Bart. 
Lancaſter. _ 1 3 — 7 „ 
Neautan. iam Shippen, EIq; a 5 
an. Earl of Barrymore, Sir Roger Brad gh, Darts,” 
Clitbero Thomas Lifter, William wy "As, © | 
Liv Thomas Rrereton, Richard Gildat. 
LEICESTER County. Edw. Smith, Ambroſe ur- * 
Harry pO ys Lord (g] Guernſey. | 
orge Wright, Sir Geo. Beaumont, Bart, 
died, James Wigley. 
LINCOLN, County. Robert Vyner, Sir TL. (4 Sanderion 
K. B, Thamas Whitchcat. - 
Linculr City. Hon. Charles Monſon, Coningſhy Sibcborpe. | 
—.— Albemarle Bertie; Richard Fydell. ? # 
'Greaaz/ly. Robert Knight, Sir Robert Sutton, E B. 142 | 
Stamford. William Noel, John Proby. 4 
| 8 Lond Tyromuns), X. B. Sir Michael Newton |; 
rt 
MIDDLESEX County. Wm. pulteney, (oem Earl of Bath) 
Sir Francis Child, Knt. died, Sir Hugh Smithſon, Bart. 0 
. Lord Sundon, Sir Charles Wager, Kt. 
London. . (4) Parſons, Sir John Barnard, Karr Mica 
jah bad obert Willimot, Aldermen. C 
MONMOUTH Caunty. Col. (4) Morgan, Major Jobs Has 
bury, died, Charles Hanbury Williams, C 
Monmouth Town. Lord Charles Noel Somerſet. 
NORFOLK County. Six Edmund (n) Bacon, Bart. William - 
R 


Wodehouſe, died, Armine Wodehouſe. 
Norwich,” Horatio Walpole, Waller Bacon, died, Tho. Vere. 
Lynn Regis. Sir Rob. Walpole, K. G. (now Ear! of Orford) F. 
Sir Charles Turner, Bart, died, Sir John Turner, Bart. 
Great Yarmouth. Edw. Walpole, Hon. W. Townfend, died, Sa 


Hon. Roger Townfend. By 
Thetford. Charles Fitzroy, Sir Edm. (0% Bacon, Bart. Lord W £: 
Auguſtus Fitzroy. G. 


Cafth-Rifing. Lieut. Gen. Charles Churchill, Thomas Han. 
mer, died, Lord Viſcount Andover. 

NORTHAMPTON Comnty. Thomas Cartwright, Sir Juſtin, 
Iſham, Bart. died, Sir Edmund Iſham, Bart. 

Peterborough. Edward — Parker. 


„ — — B 
a 
, 


2 ) "WP his Fathes as Earl of Stamford. (a [i ) wk _ 
to the Earl of Aylesford. (i) Succeeded his Brother as Earl = 
of Scarborough. 0% Died; no new Writ, 0 Lord ( 
Lieutenant of the County. (u) Of Garboldiſham. ( T © 
Gillingham ; died. 4 | Ma 

| Northampton WF Ch 
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agen Town. Honourdble George Cempten, William 
\ nmer. 


D's pare and P. C. George ny 


igham-Ferrers. os. Jon Finch. 
GT UM K LAN. County. Sir Wm. Middleton, Bart. 


Ralph (e) 
ehe; „ Nicholas Fenwick, Walter Blacket. 
NE Har, Lyddel, Bart. Hen. Vile, (p) Morpeth, 
urneſe. 
Berwick. Lord (2) Polwarth, Win- wullh Vite. Barring- 
ton, George Lyddel, did, Thomas Watſon. | 
NOTTINGHAM Clones, William Levinz, Jun. Tho. Ben- 
net, Hon. John Mordaunt. 
Nottingham Town. Jobn Plumptree, Borlace Warren. 
Eaft Retford. Sir Robert Clifton, Bart. K. F. Join White. 
Newark upon Trent. James Pelham, Brigadier Gen. Sutton, 
died, Lord Wm. Manners. 
OXFORD Connty. Sir William Stapleton, Burt. died, Henry 
1 r Lord Viſcount Quarrendon, - Sir John Daſh- 
vw rt. ä 


| Oxford Univerſity. Lord Viſcount Cornbury, George Clark, 


L. L. D. died, Wm. Bromley, died, Edw. Butler, L. I. D. 
Oxford City. Thomas Rowney, Matthew (7) Skinner, James 
| Herber, died, Philip Herbert. . 
for ano Hon. John Spencer, James Dawkins. 
iſc, Wallingford, fied, Wilkam Moore. 
RUTLAND County. Hon, James Noel, Hon. Tho. Noel. 
SALOP County. Sir John Aſtley, Corbet Kynaſton, died, 
Richard Lyſter. 
Salop Town. Sir Rich. Corbet, Bart. William Kynaſton. 
Bridgenorth. Tho. Whitmore, Grey James Grove, 
Ludlow. Henry Arthur Herbert, Richard Herbert. 
Great Wenleck. Wm. Forreſter, Samuel Edwards, Brooke 
Forreſter. 
Biſhop's Caſtle. Robert Moore, Edward Kynaſton, 
SOMERSET County. Tho. Strangeways Horner, Sir Wm. 
Wyndham, Bart. died, Tho. Prowſe. 
57 0 Sir Abraham Elton, Bart. Tho. Coſter, died, Edw. 
Southwell. 
Bath. General George Wade, John Coddrington. 


1 — — — —— 


” — 
— 


(0) Maſter I. the Buck: land. =(p) Succeeded bis Father 


as Earl of Carliſle. (g) Succeeded bis Father as Karl of 
Marchmont in Scotland. (r) Made Chief Juſtice of 
Cheſter. 


Nun z | Wells. 


* 
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Wells. Thomas ( Edwards, George 6) Hamilton, William 
Piers, George Speke. n . 

Taunton. Francis Fane, Hen. William Portman. 

Bridgwater. Geo. Bubb Doddin gton, Tho. Palmer, 45 
Sir Charles Wyndham, Bart. 

Minehead. Francis Whitworth, Aamir 2 died, 
William Codrington, Bart. died, Thomas Carew. 

Ilchefter. Sir Robert Brown, Charles Locker. 

Milbourn Port. Thomas Medlycot, Michael Harvey. 

SOUTH AMPTON County. Lord Harry Powlet, Edw. Liſle 

Winchefter Gec:ge Bridges, Powlett St. John, | 

Southampton Town. Sir William Heathcote, Bart. 8 

I Henley, John Conduit, died, Tho. Lee Dummer. 

Portſmouth. Philip Cavendiſh, Thomas Lewis, died, Charles 
Stewart, died, Admiral Edward Vernon. 

Yarmuuth in the Iſle of Wight. Lord Harry (a) Powlert, An- | 

| thony Chute, Paul Burrard, died, Thomas Gibſon. 

Petersfield Sir William Jolliffe, Knt. Edward Gibbon. | 

Newport in the Ile of Wight. George Huckley, Wm. (x) For- . 
teſcue, Lord Viicount Boyne. 6 

Stockbridge. Sir Humphrey Monnoux, Bart. John Montagu, 
died, John Berkely. | 

Newtown. James Worſley, Thomas Holmes. 4 

"Chriſtchurch. Edw, Hooper, Joſ. Hinzman, died, Charles 

Armand Powlett, 

Lymington. Sir John Cope, Bart, Maurice Bockland. U 

Whitchurch. Jo pSelywn, } jun. John Conduit, died, Colonel 

' Mordaunt. 

Andover. Wm. Guidott, John Pollen, 

STAFFORD County, Hon. Wm. Leveſon Gower, Sir Walter 
Wagſtaff Bagot, Bart. 

Litchfield. Geo. Venables Vernon, Sir Rowland Hill, Bart. 

Stafford Town. Hon. Wm. Chetwynd, Thomas Foley, died, 
John Lord Viſcount Cherwynd. 

Newcaſtle under Lyne. Hon. Baptiſt Leveſon Gower, John 
Lawton, jun. died, Randal Wilbraham, - | 

| Tamworth, Ld. John Philip Sackyille, Hon. G. () Comp- 
ton, Charles Cotes, M D. 

SUFFOLK County. Sir Jermyn Davers, Bart. Sir Robert 
Kemp, Bart. died, Sir Cordell Firebrace, Bart. 

Ipfevich. William Woolaſton, Samuel Kent. 


| — 1 

(s) Both woted not duly fle. ” Net duly elected. tt 

(=) Made his E lection for the County. (x) Made a Bargn co 

of the Exchequer. O Made bis Election for North- 0 
In pton. 


Durwich, 


3 463 ö . ; 

Duwwich. Sir George Qeorgs Dawning, Bart. K. B. Sir Ou 

) Bridgeman, Bart. Wm. Morden. 
Orford. Rich, Powys, Lewis Barlow, died, * Joby Cope 
m. Conolly, Geo. 4 Ser e tag. Gaſhry. 
Sudbury. Richard Price, Edward 1 
Eye. Hon. Brig. Steph, Cornwallis. Hon. Joby Cornwnliia. 
St. 9 Bury. Hon. Thomas Hervey,,... Colonel Thomas 
orton. N 
SURREY County. Hon Arn. 40 Ae Tho.Seaven, 
Southwark, Tho. Inwen, Geo 


Blechingley. Sir William, Clayton, Kendrick Clayton... 


4 


. re, James Cocks, Joſeph Jekyll, Nut. died, Joby 


ervey | 
2 ("i Rich. Onſlow,” Hon, Rich, (8) Onſlow, Hon. 
nzil Onſlow, 
Gatton. Paul Docminique, dird, Charles Docminique, ** 
Newland, died, George Newland, L. L. D. | 
Haſlemere. George Oglethorpe, Peter Burrel.- 


SUSSEX County. Hon. Henry Pelham, James — 


Cbiebeſter. James Brudenell, Thomas Yates. 
Horſham. Char. Eversfield, Hon. Henry (c ia Hon. 
Charles Ingram. 
Midhurft. Thomas Bootle, Bul. Peachey Knight, died, Sir 
Harry (4) Peachey, Knt.. died, Sir John Peachey, Bart. 
Lewes Thomas Pelham, Thomas Pe * den. died, John 
Trevor. 

New Shoreham. John (e) Phillipſon, Tho. Erederick, died, 
John Frederick. 

Bramber. Sir Harry Gough, Bart. Hany Gough. 

Steyning. Marquis Carnarvan, Sir Rob. Fagg, Bart. died, 
Hitch Vounge. 

Eaft Grinfted. Earl of Middleſex, Edward Conyers. 

Arundel. Sir John Shelley, Bart. Hon. John Lumley, died, 
Garton Orme, 

WARWICK County. Sir Charles Mordaunt, Bart. Hon. 
Edward Digby. 

Coventry. Sir Adolphus Oughton, Bart, died, John 7 Dan, 
John Neale, John (g) Bird, Earl of Euſton. 

Waravick Town. Thomas Archer, Henry Archer. 


—_—ﬀ— 


(z) Made As of Barbadoes. 
Houſe this and the laſt Parliament. 
ther as Lord Ooſlow. (c) Succeeded bis Brother as V if 
count Irwin in Scotland. (4) Created a Baronet, died. 

(e) Made a Commiſſioner of the a and re-choſen. f Yaid 
leion. (g. Made a Commiſſioner of the Stamp Office. 


(a) Speaker of the 
(b) Succeeded his Fa- 


WEST- 


- 


( 


— TG dme Lathen, Dank 
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Selby. Sir John Ramſden; Bare: Walter Plummer, \ A 
WILTS Goznty. John 2 7 5; peed 
Nea Sarum. Peter Bithuſt, L 
Wilton. Hon: Pint Harry, th Hon, Wm. Herber ⸗ 
\Dowenton. Ambiony poste Joſeph: Wyndham Abe. 
Hindon, George Fox, Ste hen { Fox, Henry Fox. 
Heytfbury. Edward Afhe, - rt. 24 
Weftbury. Hon. Evans,” John Bance: de 
Calue. Walter Hungerford, William Ducket. — 
— Franeis Eyles; Sir Joſeph: Eyies, Ent: ied John 
art 
——— Richard Long, Roger ) Holland, 24. Bayy- 
ton Rolt. 
Malmſbury. Giles Earle, Wilſtam Rawlinſon Rarle. = 
Crictlade. Sir Thomas Reade, Bart. Wittiam Gore, died, 
Charles Gore. 
Great Bedwyn. William Sloper, Robert Murray, dies, Ba. 
ward Popham. 
Ludgerfball. Daniel Boone, Peter Delme. 
Old Sarum. Wm. Pitt. Tho. (4) Pitt, Robert Needham. 
Wotton Baſſet. Sir Robert Long, Bart. Nicholas () Robinſon. 


9 Franeis Seymour, Edward () Liſle, John 


WORCELIER County. Edm. Lechmere, Sir Her. Fun 
Packington, Bart. . 

Worcefter City. Samuel Sandys, Richard Lockwood. 

Droitwich, Thomas Winnington, Edward Foley. 

Eveſbam. Sir John Ruſhout, Bart. William (a) Taylor. 

Bewdley. William (o) Bowles, Phineas Bowles. 

YORK County. Sir Miles Stapylton, Bart. Chomley Turner. 

York City. Sir John Liſter Kay, Bart. Edward Thompſon: 

King fton upon Hull. George Crowle, Henry Maiſter. 

«cr Hon. Richard Arundel, Sir Henry Stingſby. 

Scarborough, William Thompſon, Sir William Strickiand, 
_ died, Lord Vioune (?) Dupplin, William (%) Of- 

diſton, - | 


— _— 


(e) Created Lord Chadworch. (>) Made his Elefion 
For Shaftſbury. (i) Made a Welch Fudge. (4) Made 
his Election for Oakhampten. (!) Captain of a Sloop to 
prevent Smuggling. (m) Made his E 4 for Hampſhire. 
% Died; no new Writ iſſued. e) Made his Ele&ton for 
Bridport. 0 Son of the Earl of Kinnowl, voted not 
duely elected. 


R ippon. 


Fee be fo i fc 3 OE VET TE IO LOT mn 


cc Ct MEE YEE ee 


ungate 
N Sir Wm. Gage, Fan. K. B. Wm. . h 


* 


way | 
— — 25.7 4 b 
557 78 mat e James . 


Mein bs William Wentworth, Bart. Hon. Henry 

ir. Sir T omas Prankland, Bart. GE ek lng. 

— 5. John Jewkes, Andrew Wilkinſoan. N 

Beverley, Elleker dbu, Sir Char. Hotham, Bart. 4 
Charles Pelham. | 

North Allerton. 9 peirſe, Leonard Smell, died, William 


Smelt. 


Pentifra8. Lord Galloway, Sir Wilkam Lowther, Bart. 
q fon CINQUE PORTS. 
Haſting . Sir William Atburnham, Bart, Thomas fel 


Boe Jn 
Dover. David Papillon, Thamas Revell. - 
2 Sir George Oxenden, Bart. Joſiah Burchett. 
— Hercules Baker, William Glanville. 
a Bitte, David (92 Papillon, Sir Robert 
Ps Sir 2 3085 Norris, Kut. F. C. Philips Gybbon. 
Minchelſia. Robert Briſtow, Edmund H 


N 
leſe Nicholas Bailey. 
— Lord Viſcount Bulkeley, died, - Lord Viſcount 


(r) Bulkeley. 
BRECON County. John Jefferies. 
Brecon Town. John (5) Talbot. | 
CARDIGAN Shire. Walter Lloyd. 
Cardigan Town. Richard Ll — 1 
CARRNARY AN County. Joka.Griffth, died, John Wynn. 
Caernarvan Town. Thomas Wynne. L 
DENBIGH County. Sir Wat. Williams Wynne, Bart. 
Denbigh Town, John Middleton. 
FLINT Connry. Sir Thomas Moſtyn, Bart. 
Flint Town, Sir George Wynne, Bart. 
GLAMORGAN "_ Hon, Wm N Buſſy Manſell. 


— — — — — — 


—— — 


— 


to) land bes Rugs As Dover, ) Brotherof the 


former Lard. (:) Made a Welch Fadge, and re-choſen. 
Cardif. ; 


e Succeeded his Fathtr as Lord Talbot. 


(e) 


Herbert (a) Windſor, H 
RL ONE TH County, Wilm 


An: 1 e 

10 er eh. Hoy Er . — 

Williams. W Hyg Got G. nw 
Montgomery illiam Wan 
PEMBRO EC. John 0) Campbell. 
Pembroke Jorbr. William Owen. : 
Haverford e Sir Eraſmus Philips, "flare. HED Ga 
RADNOR County. Sir Homphry Howarths Kut. 2 
New Radnor. Thomas Lewis. . 
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Shire of ABERDEEN: Sir Arthur Fytbes, Knt. and Bart. 

Shire of AIR, James Campbell, 

"Shire of ARGYLE. Sir James (x) umpbell, Bart, Captain 
Charles Campbell. | 

Shire of BAMF. mies Abererombie. n 

Shire of BER Alex. Hume Cain ll. py 

Shire of BUTE aid COATHNESS.' Brig eter Campbell. 

Shire of CLACKMANN AN and KINROSS. Ja James Efeſkine. 

Shire of CROMARTIE and NN. John (a) e. 
Alex. Brodie, #f Latbam. | 

Shire of DUMFRIES” Charles (6) ee PREM 

Shire of DUNB ARTON. Col. Charles Campbell. 

Shire of EDINBURGH, m (c) Dundads, Sir Charles 
Gilmour, Bart. - 

Shire of ELGIN. Alex. Brodie, of Brodiz. 3 

Shire of FIFE. Sir John Anſtruther, Bart. wha 

"Shire of FORFAR. Hon. Thomas (4) Lyon, Hope: cal. 

William Maule. 

Shire of HADDINGTON. John Cockbourn,. 0 

Shire of INVERNESS. Sir James Grant, Bart. 

Shire of KING ARDIN. - John Falconar. eds 

Shire of KIRCUDBRIGHT. ' Patrick Heron. ' 

Shire of LANERK. Lord Wm. Hamilton, died, Sir James 
Hamilton, Bart. 

Shire of LINLITHGOW. Aer Hamilton. 


„ * 
* ** — * — ID „ urn 


V | 


([.) 1 to the 2 of Viſe. Windſor (Iriſh,) and Lord 
Montjoy (Engliſh.) (xg Succeeded his Father as Viſcount 
. Hereford. __ ( Made a Lord of the Admiralty, and re- 
cbeſen. (x) Madeghis Election for Stirlingſhire. (a) Made 
Bis Election for Pembroke. (5) King's Advocate, 1000 J. 
(c) Made a Lord of the Seffion, (a) Succeeded his Brother as 
Earl of Strathmore. 


2 | Sure 


r 1 


mes 


n PN. Lind 
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Shire of river thif EETLAND. Eo. 
$5ire of PEBBLES; Sir James Naſm ith. 
John Murray, - 
Shire SS Alexander — .. 9 
Shire of ROSS. Hugh Roſe. 
Shire ꝙ ROXBURGH. Jo [ —— 
Shird of SELKIRK, John 
Shire of STERLING. Sir — Campbell 
Shire of SUTHERLAND; james Saint Clair. 
Shire of WIGTOWN. Hon. William Dalrymple; 


ROYAL BURGHS of SCOTLAND, 


Edingburgh. Patrick Lindſay. 

Kirkwall, Niete, Taine, Di Nu Sir Rob. Munro, Bart. 

Fortreſſe, Teverneft, Nairn, &c. Duncan (e) F ee Dun- 
can Urquhart. 

Elkin, Cullin, Banf, c. William Stewart. 

Brechine, Aberdeen, Montroſe, Kc. John Middleton, died, 
John Maule. 

Forfar, Perth, Dundee, &c. John Drummond. 

1 1 Pitma Maj. Gen. Philip 0 At 
t 2 | 

born, Dyfert, Kirkaldie, &c.. Thomas Leſlie. 

Innerkithtn, Culoft, Stinling, Ke. Capt. Peter Ro: 
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